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Description
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The presentinvention relates generally to con-
tainers in general, and more particularly, to a foldable
container.

2. Description of the Prior Art

[0002] In an office, store, merchandising or any other
environment, many different types of containers are
abundantly used for collecting and storing various arti-
cles. Typically, known prior art container devices are of
atotallyrigid, noncollapsible construction and, important-
ly, few of the known devices are designed to be trans-
ported in a disassembled state for ease of portability,
while providing a design which is easy to assemble on-
site. A totally rigid construction makes the known devices
bulky, awkward and difficult to transport from one location
to another. Moreover, the containers of a truncated pyr-
amid shape, which are highly desirable as vases due to
their stability, are difficult to make in a rigid form (the open
neck being narrower than the base). Therefore, there ex-
ists a need for an inexpensive container assembly, es-
pecially of a truncated pyramid shape, which can be eas-
ily and conveniently employed in a wide variety of envi-
ronments, both indoors and outdoors, which container
assembly can be stored and shipped in a compact, flat
folded package and can be easily and readily assembled.
[0003] Furthermore, flowers are among the most often
given and most widely appreciated gifts. However, it is
not always possible to quickly obtain a vase. The flowers
can therefore not be put in water immediately, and the
durability of the often expensive bouquet decreases. This
situation is known for example from a sick-visit in a hos-
pital, where there often is a shortage of vases. Another
example may be receptions where the number of flower
bouquets can be very large, but the possibility of putting
the flowers in water is missing. For this reason, many
flower givers thus settle for cellophane or paper-wrapped
flowers with a tie string, together with a plain note card.
This is typically a leaky and unimpressive manner of pres-
entation, albeit inexpensive. It would be preferable to
present flowers with an attractive, convenient, and dec-
orative vase that even has an appropriate theme for the
occasion, yet is inexpensive.

[0004] Folding paper containers are known in the prior
art for holding or carrying objects. While known foldable
containers, have proven to be acceptable for various ap-
plications, such devices are nevertheless susceptible to
improvements that may enhance their performance and
lower cost. With this in mind, a need exists to develop
improved foldable containers that advance the art.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] According to afirst aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a containerintended to hold a liquid
and formed of a single-piece sheet of a stiff but foldable
material. The container of the present invention is mov-
able between an expanded position and a folded position.
The container comprises a substantially rectangular bot-
tom wall defined by four sides thereof, and four side walls
hingedly connected to each other and to the bottom wall.
The side walls include first and second pairs of opposite
side walls. The container if the present invention further
comprises a median fold line crossing the second pair of
opposite side walls and the bottom wall so that each of
the opposite side walls and the bottom wall are foldable
along the median fold line, and two bottom fold lines
formed on the bottom wall and extending substantially
diagonally across the bottom wall so that the bottom wall
is foldable along the bottom fold lines.

[0006] According to a second aspect of the present
invention, there is provided a blank for forming a foldable
container. The blank of the present invention is formed
from a substantially flat single-piece sheet of foldable ma-
terial and comprises a substantially rectangular base
panel having four sides, four side panels radially outward-
ly extending from corresponding sides of the base panel
and separated therefrom by four base fold lines defining
the four sides of said base panel, and four sets of web
panels each provided between each two of the side pan-
els. Each of the sets of web panels has a plurality of web
panels hingedly connected to each other along web fold
lines. The four side panels include first and second pairs
of opposite side panels. The blank of the present inven-
tion further includes a plurality of side fold lines radially
outwardly extending from the bottom panel for separating
the sets of web panels and the side panels, a median
fold line crossing the second pair of opposite side panels
and the base panel so that each of the second pair of
opposite side panels and the base panel are foldable
along the median fold line, and two bottom fold lines
formed on the bottom panel and extending substantially
diagonally across the base panel so that the base panel
is foldable along the bottom fold lines.

[0007] With this invention, the foldable side walls can
be imprinted, embossed, engraved, etched or otherwise
decorated with indicia and can be easily and simultane-
ously used as a sign to promote the sale of goods and/or
services in a commercial setting to promote an activity
or event, or to convey any particular message in an office
or other environment. Because the foldable blank of this
invention is easily manufactured and shipped, this ena-
bles a user to imprint a company logo, advertising pro-
motional material, or any other message on the body
panel and to display the same when the present device
is utilized as a promotional container. Since the blank is
made of a lightweight, preferably resilient or flexible, ma-
terial as will be hereinafter explained, it can be easily
manufactured, transported and assembled for use as a
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container assembly. The present assembly affords a user
a simple arrangement to assemble, particularly, ina com-
mercial environment where one is promoting and mer-
chandising goods and/or services for short period of time
with the constant need to replace one advertisement with
another in a simple and inexpensive manner.

[0008] Therefore, the present invention provides a
foldable container which can easily receive printing to
promote goods and/or services, convey a message or
present a unique design. The construction and operation
of a container assembly can be packaged, stored and
shipped in a substantially flat condition, and can be easily
assembled without the use of tools or other fastener
means for assembling the same. It will be appreciated
that the present invention presents a container of very
simple design and construction thatis inexpensive to pro-
duce from a single-piece blank.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] Other objects and advantages of the invention
will become apparent from a study of the following spec-
ification when viewed in light of the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein:

Fig. | is a perspective view of a container according
to the preferred embodiment of the presentinvention
in a fully deployed position;

Fig. 2A is afirst side view of the container according
to the preferred embodiment of the presentinvention
in the fully deployed position;

Fig. 2B is a bottom view from below of the container
according to the preferred embodiment of the
present invention in the fully deployed position;
Fig. 2C is a second side view of the container ac-
cording to the preferred embodiment of the present
invention in the fully deployed position;

Fig. 2D is a top view of the container according to
the preferred embodiment of the present invention
in the fully deployed position;

Fig. 2E is a third side view of the container according
to the preferred embodiment of the presentinvention
in the fully deployed position;

Fig. 2F is a fourth side view of the container accord-
ing to the preferred embodiment of the present in-
vention in the fully deployed position;

Fig. 3A is a perspective view from above of the con-
tainer according to the preferred embodiment of the
present invention in a partially deployed position;
Fig. 3B is a perspective view from below of the con-
tainer according to the preferred embodiment of the
present invention in the partially deployed position;
Fig.4is aperspective view of the containeraccording
to the preferred embodiment of the presentinvention
in a fully folded position;

Fig. 5 is a side view of the container according to the
preferred embodiment of the presentinvention in the
fully folded position;
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Fig. 6is aperspective view of the containeraccording
to the preferred embodiment of the presentinvention
in a partially folded position;

Fig. 7 is a plan view of a single-piece blank used to
construct the container according to the preferred
embodiment of the present invention;

Figs. 8-10 schematically show successive stages in
folding parts of the blank illustrated in Fig. 7 to form
one of a first pair of side walls of the container ac-
cording to the preferred embodiment of the present
invention that comprises a plurality of plies of a sheet
material of the blank.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBOD-
IMENT

[0010] Referring now to the illustrations for a better un-
derstanding of the invention, it will be seen that this in-
vention is a foldable container indicated generally by ref-
erence numeral 2, which may be intended to hold a liquid,
such as water, so as to act as a vase for flowers.
[0011] The container 2 of the present invention is mov-
able between a deployed (or erected) position (or state)
(illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2A-2F) and a folded (or col-
lapsed) position (or state) (illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5).
Figs. 3A and 3b show the perspective views of the con-
tainer 2 in a partially deployed position, i.e. the interme-
diate stage close to be fully erected, while Fig. 6 show
the perspective views of the container 2 in a partially fold-
ed position, i.e. the intermediate stage close to be fully
collapsed. In the upright position illustrated in Figs. | and
2A-2F, the container 2 can stand stably upright on a flat
surface (not shown), such as table or the like to hold
water and act as the vase for flowers.

[0012] The container 2 is of a generally truncated pyr-
amid shape in which the truncated pyramid is a four side
truncated pyramid having a substantially rectangular, flat
bottom wall 3 considerably larger than an open top 14.
Preferably, the bottom wall 3 is substantially square in
shape. The container 2 further comprises a plurality of
side walls 4, 5, 6 and 7 hingedly connected to each other
and to the bottom wall 3. The side walls 4-7 have top
edges 9 defining the open top 14 of the container 2. The
side walls 4, 5, 6 and 7 of the container 2 include a first
pair of the opposite side walls 4 and 6, and a second pair
of the opposite side walls 5 and 7. Moreover, each of the
second pair of the opposite side walls 5 and 7 is provided
with a median fold line 96 so that the side walls 5 and 7
are foldable along the median fold line 96. Each of the
first pair of the opposite side walls 4 and 6 is not foldable.
As illustrated in Figs. 1, 2A, 2D, 2E, 3A and 3B, the me-
dian fold line 96 is formed on the second pair of the op-
posite side walls 5 and 7 between the top edges 9 thereof
and the bottom wall 3. Furthermore, the base panel 12
is provided with bottom fold lines 92, 94 and 96 formed
on the bottom wall 3 and extending substantially along
axes of symmetry thereof so that the base panel is fold-
able along the bottom fold lines 92, 94 and 96.
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[0013] The container 2 is formed from a blank 8 in the
form of a single-piece, substantially flat sheet cut out from
a sheet of any appropriate relatively stiff but foldable ma-
terial, as illustrated in Fig. 7. For instance, the blank 8
may be formed of a paper, a cardboard, a cellulose ma-
terial, a sheet of plastic material, or any other appropriate
relatively stiff but foldable material. Preferably, the ma-
terial of the blank 8 is printable, and may be provided
with any appropriate logo or advertisement printed or ar-
tistic design or written message or any combination of
the previous thereon.

[0014] Further preferably, the sheet of the blank 8 is
liquid-proof or water-proof (water-impermeable). Howev-
er, the sheet of the blank 8 which is not liquid-proof is
also within the scope of the present invention. Examples
of the liquid-proof material for the sheet of the blank 8
may be a cellulose material, a paper or cardboard having
a suitable water-resistant layer of plastic (such as poly-
ethylene or polyester) laminate on an inner side thereof.
Alternatively, the blank 8 may be formed entirely of a
plastic material. Moreover, the plastic material of the
blank 8 may be waterproofed by a layer of coating of a
water-proof emulsion thereon, and/or such emulsion may
be incorporated into the structure of the sheet material
forming the blank 8, for example whilst the sheet material
is being manufactured. Also, the sheet of the blank 8 may
be laminated or coated in someway.

[0015] The blank 8 is indented or creased to form a
plurality of fold (or crease) lines depicted by dash lines
in Fig. 7. The blank 8 according to the present invention
has a substantially polygonal outer periphery 10 and is
integrally formed with tabs 15 and 16 extending radially
outwardly from the outer periphery 10 of the blank 8 at
two substantially diametrically opposed locations. In the
blank 8, dash lines indicate fold (or crease) lines formed
by grooves or linear indentations in the blank material.
Moreover, the blank 8 includes a substantially rectangu-
lar base panel 12 and four trapezoidal side panels: a first
side panel 26, a second side panel 28, a third side panel
30 and afourth side panel 32. The first side panel 26 and
the third side panel 30 define a first pair of the opposite
side panels, while the second side panel 28 and the fourth
side panel 33 define a second pair of the opposite side
panels. Preferably, the base panel 12 is substantially
square in shape. The base panel 12 is demarcated by
four base fold lines: a first base fold line 18, a second
base fold line 20, a third base fold line 22 and a fourth
base fold line 24. Each of the base fold lines 18, 20, 22
and 24 defines a respective one of four sides of the rec-
tangular base panel 12. In other words, the first base fold
line 18 defines afirst side of the base panel 12, the second
base fold line 20 defines a second side thereof, the third
base fold line 22 defines a third side thereof, and the
fourth base fold line 22 defines a fourth side thereof. Each
of the side panels 26, 28, 30 and 32 radially outwardly
extends from the corresponding side of the base panel
12 and is separated therefrom by the base fold lines 18,
20, 22 and 24. More specifically, the first side panel 26

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

extends from the first side 18 of the base panel 12, the
second side panel 28 extends from the second side 20
thereof, the third side panel 30 extends from the third
side 22 thereof, and the fourth side panel 32 extends
from the fourth side 24 thereof.

[0016] The side panels 26, 28, 30 and 32 are provided
to form the side walls 4-7 of the container 2 and are de-
marcated further by side fold lines 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44,
46 and 48. Asiillustrated, the tabs 15 and 16 are provided
adjacent to the opposite side panels 26 and 30, respec-
tively. Each of the trapezoidal side panels 26, 28, 30 and
32 progressively tapers in the direction away from the
base panel 12 to the outer periphery 10. Between each
two adjacent trapezoidal side panels 26 and 28, 28 and
30, 30 and 32, and 32 and 28 is a respective set of four
substantially triangular web panels hingedly connected
to each other. Each of the triangular web panels widens
toward the periphery 10 from an acute angle apex at a
respective corner of the base panel 12. Each set of the
triangular web panels is depicted with the reference char-
acters 50A, 52A, 54A and 56A; 58A, 60A, 62A and 64A;
50B, 52B, 54B and 568; and 58B, 60B, 62B and 64B.
The above triangular web panels are demarcated at least
in part by web fold lines 66, 68, 70, 72, 74, 76, 80, 82,
84, 86 and 88. Furthermore, tab fold lines 89 and 90
extend across a root of each tab 15 and 16.

[0017] The blank 8 is crossed by a medial fold line 96
so as to divide each of the second pair of the truncated
trapezoidal side panels 28 and 32 along its intended
height into two substantially equal areas 28A, 28B and
32A, 32B and to divide the base pane 12 into two sub-
stantially equal rectangles. In other words, the median
fold line 96 extends substantially along an axis of sym-
metry of the opposite side panels 28 and 32 and the base
panel 12. Furthermore, the base panel 12 is crossed with
two diagonal first and second bottom fold lines 92 and
94. Consequently, if the base panel 12 is square, accord-
ing to the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
the bottom fold lines 92, 94 and the median fold line 96
extend substantially along axes of symmetry of the base
panel 12.

[0018] In the preferred embodiment of the present in-
vention, as illustrated in Fig. 7, each of angles A defined
between the fold lines 20 and 38, 20 and 40, 22 and 46,
and 22 and 48 is substantially 78°, each of angles B de-
fined between the fold lines 70 and 38, 72 and 40, 82
and 46, and 84 and 48 is substantially 31°, each of angles
C defined between the fold lines 70 and 68, 72 and 74,
80 and 82, and 84 and 86 is substantially 26.5°, each of
angles D defined between the fold lines 66 and 68, 74
and 76, 78 and 80, and 86 and 88 is substantially 25.5°,
each of angles E defined between the fold lines 66 and
36, 76 and 42, 44 and 78, and 34 and 88 is substantially
30°, and each of angles F defined between the fold lines
18 and 36, 18 and 34, 20 and 42, and 20 and 44 is sub-
stantially 79°.

[0019] The container 2 may be formed from the blank
8 using an origami method. More specifically, the method
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for forming the container 2, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2A-
2F, from the blank 8, shown in Fig. 7, according to one
of the exemplary embodiments of the present invention
is schematically illustrated in Figs. 8-10 and comprises
the following steps. First, the base panel 12 is left com-
paratively flat and the trapezoidal side panels 26, 28, 30
and 32 are folded into a somewhat upright position about
the fold lines 18, 20, 22 and 24. Then, the blank 8 is
folded with respect to the side panels 26 and 30 inwardly
of the container 2, leaving two opposite side panels 28
and 32 of the blank 8. As a result, each of the second
pair of the side panels 28 and 32 defines one of the first
pair of the side walls 5 and 7 of the container 2 and is
formed by a single ply of the material forming the blank
8. By contrast, each of the first pair of the side walls 4
and 6 of the container 2 comprises a plurality of folded
overlying plies including the respective one of the first
pair of the side panel 26 and 30. The base panel 12 de-
fines the bottom wall 3 formed by a single ply of the ma-
terial forming the blank 8.

[0020] More specifically, the forming of the side wall 4
including the side panel 26 according to one of the ex-
emplary embodiments of the present invention is sche-
matically depicted in detail in Figs. 8-10. The substantially
similar procedure is carried out for the side wall 6 of the
container 2 including the side panel 30. First, as illustrat-
ed in Fig. 8, the triangular web panel 54A is folded about
the fold line 68 internally of the side panel 28, to overlie
the triangular web panel 52A. Similarly, the triangular
web panel 62B is folded about the fold line 86 to overlie
the triangular web panel 60B. Then, the overlying web
panels 52A and 54A are folded inwardly about the fold
lines 66 and 70, respectively, so that the web panel 52A
juxtaposes the web panel 50A. Next, the adjacent web
panels 50A and 56A are folded inwardly about the fold
lines 36 and 38, respectively, so that the overlying web
panels 52A and 54A are now sandwiched between the
adjacent and overlying web panels 50A, 56A and the side
panel 26, as schematically illustrated in Fig. 9. Subse-
quently, the overlying web panels 60B and 62B are folded
inwardly about the fold lines 84 and 88, respectively, so
that the web panel 62B juxtaposes the web panel 64B.
Next, the adjacent web panels 58B and 64B are folded
inwardly about the fold lines 48 and 34, respectively, so
that the overlying web panels 60B and 62B are now sand-
wiched between the adjacent and overlying web panels
58B, 64B and the web panel 56A, as schematically illus-
trated in Fig. 10. In other words, the folded web panels
50A, 52A, 54A and 56A are sandwiched between the
web panels 58B, 60B, 62B and 64B, and the side panel
26. Then, the tab 15 is folded inwardly of the container
2 about the fold line 89 toward the side panel 26 so as
to overlie the web panel 58B and to sandwich the web
panels 50A, 52A, 54A, 56A and 58B, 60B, 62B, 64B be-
tween the side panel 26 and the tab 15. Finally, the tab
15 and the web panels 50A, 52A, 54A, 56A and 58B,
60B, 62B, 64B are secured to the side panel 26 by any
appropriate means known in the art, such as adhesive
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bonding, thus defining the side wall 4 of the container 2.
Itwould be appreciated that any other sequence of folding
the web panels 50A, 52A, 54A, 56A and 58B, 60B, 62B,
64B inwardly of the container 2 adjacent to the side panel
26 toform the side wall 4 is within the scope of the present
invention.

[0021] As noted above, the substantially similar pro-
cedure is carried out for the side wall 6 of the container
2 including the side panel 30. In other words, the side
wall 6 is defined by the side panel 30, the tab 16 and the
web panels 50B, 52B, 54B, 5BA and 58A, 60A, 62A, 64A
sandwiched between the side panel 30 and the tab 16.
[0022] Itwill be appreciated thatthe method for forming
the container 2, as shown in Figs. 8-10, from the blank
8, shown in Fig. 7, represents just one of a number of
other methods of forming the container 2 from the blank
8. Any other appropriate method or sequence of folding
the blank 8 to form the container 2 is within the scope of
the present invention. It will be also appreciated that the
particular method for forming the container 2 from the
blank 8 is generally a matter of preference or choice.
[0023] The blank 8 may be imprinted, embossed or
otherwise decorated with indicia such as a company logo,
promotional material, or other data. The foldable blank 8
forming the container 2 can be packaged, stored and
furnished in substantially flat form and can be easily as-
sembled.

[0024] In Figs. 1 and 2A-2F the container 2 is shown
in an operational, deployed state for use, for example,
as a vase for flowers which can be natural since the con-
tainer 2 may be impervious to water. The fold line 96
together with the fold lines 92 and 94 give the container
2 a concertina-like construction enabling it to be folded
into a flat state (folded position) as shown in Figs. 4 and
5. The container 2 can be expanded (for example by man-
ual pull) from the folded position into the expanded po-
sition (as shown in Figs. 1 and 2A-2D). The resilience
provided by the nature of the material, for example a pa-
per, forming the blank 8 combined with the effect of the
fold lines 92, 94 and 96 in the base panel 12 can cause
or assist the container 2 to spring or pop up from its folded
position in Figs. 4 and 5 into the expanded position in
Figs. 1 and 2A-2D, with the base panel 12 adopting a
convex (or slightly convex) configuration inwardly of the
container 2.

[0025] A decorative surrounding band 102 (shown in
Fig. 4) may surround the flat container 2 to hold it in the
folded position until the expanded container 2 is needed.
In the expanded state of the container 2 as shown in Figs.
| and 2A-2F, the inclination angle between the areas28A
and 28B, and 32A and 32B may be obtuse.

[0026] The container 2 may be supplied with flowers,
for example a bouquet, to provide a readily utilizable
vase. Such a vase formed from a one-piece sheet will
not leak easily because the blank 8 can be made of a
water impermeable material. The geometry of the side
panels and the web panels of single-piece blank 8 and
the folding arrangement of the container 2 is such that it
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allows the container 2 to hold a level of water high enough
for the bouquet of natural flowers without leaking the wa-
ter.

[0027] The presentinvention therefore provides afold-
able container which can easily receive printing to pro-
mote goods and/or services, convey a message or
present a unique design. The construction and operation
of a container assembly can be packaged, stored and
shipped in a substantially flat condition, and can be easily
assembled without the use of tools or other fastener
means for assembling the same. It will be appreciated
that the present invention presents a container of very
simple design and construction thatis inexpensive to pro-
duce from a single-piece blank.

[0028] ) The foregoing description of the preferred em-
bodiment of the present invention has been presented
for the purpose of illustration in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Patent Statutes. It is not intended to be
exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise forms
disclosed. Obvious modifications or variations are pos-
sible in light of the above teachings. The embodiment
disclosed hereinabove was chosen in order to best illus-
trate the principles of the present invention and its prac-
tical application to thereby enable those of ordinary skill
in the art to best utilize the invention in various embodi-
ments and with various modifications as are suited to the
particular use contemplated, as long as the principles
described herein are followed. Thus, changes can be
made in the above-described invention without departing
from the intent and scope thereof. It is also intended that
the scope of the present invention be defined by the
claims appended thereto.

Claims

1. A container movable between an expanded position
and a folded position, said container comprising:

a substantially rectangular bottom wall defined
by four sides thereof;

four side walls hingedly connected to each other
and to said bottom wall, said four side walls in-
cluding first and second pairs of opposite side
walls;

said side walls having top edges defining an
open top of said container;

a median fold line crossing said second pair of
opposite side walls and said bottom wall so that
each of said opposite side walls and said bottom
wall being foldable along said median fold line;
and

two bottom fold lines formed on said bottom wall
and extending substantially diagonally across
said bottom wall so that said bottom wall being
foldable along said bottom fold lines.

2. The container as defined in claim 1, wherein said
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10.

second pair of opposite side walls and said bottom
wall are foldable along said median fold line inwardly
to said container.

The container as defined in claim 2, wherein said
bottom wall is foldable along said bottom fold lines
inwardly to said container.

The container as defined in claim 1, wherein said
bottom wall is substantially square in shape.

The container as defined in claim 1, wherein said
side walls are substantially trapezoidal in shape so
that parallel sides of said trapezoidal side walls ex-
tend along said sides of said bottom wall.

The container as defined in claim 5, wherein each
of said trapezoidal side walls progressively tapers in
the direction away from said bottom wall.

The container as defined in claim 6, wherein said
median fold line extends across said opposite side
walls and said bottom wall substantially along axes
of symmetry thereof.

The container as defined in claim 1, wherein said
containeris formed of a substantially flat single-piece
blank.

The container as defined in claim 8, wherein said
blank is made from water-impermeable material.

The container as defined in claim 1, wherein said
container is formed from a blank of a substantially
flat single-piece sheet of foldable material, said blank
comprising:

a substantially rectangular base panel defining
said bottom wall and having four sides;

four side panels radially outwardly extending
from corresponding sides of said base panel and
separated therefrom by four base fold lines de-
fining said four sides of said base panel, said
four side panels including first and second pairs
of opposite side panels;

four sets of web panels each provided between
each two of said side panels, each of said sets
of web panels including a plurality of web panels
hingedly connected to each other;

a plurality of fold lines radially outwardly extend-
ing from said bottom panel for separating said
sets of web panels and said side panels;

said median fold line crossing said second pair of
opposite side panels and said base panel so that
each of said second pair of opposite side panels and
said base panel being foldable along said median
fold line;
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wherein each of said second pair of said opposite
side walls is defined solely by one of said second
pair of said opposite side panels; and

wherein each of said first pair of opposite side walls
is defined by one of said first pair of opposite side
panels and two sets of said web panels folded about
said web fold lines and said side fold lines adjacent
to corresponding one of said first pair of opposite
side panels and secured thereto.

The blank as defined in claim 10, wherein said web
panels are substantially triangular in shape so as to
widen toward a periphery of said blank from an acute
angle apex at a respective corner of said base panel.

The blank as defined in claim 10, wherein each of
said sets of web panels includes four web panels.

The blank as defined in claim 12, wherein said web
panels are substantially triangular in shape so as to
widen toward a periphery of said blank from an acute
angle apex at a respective corner of said base panel.

A blank for forming a foldable container, said blank
comprising:

a substantially rectangular base panel having
four sides;

four side panels radially outwardly extending
from corresponding sides of said base paneland
separated therefrom by four base fold lines de-
fining said four sides of said base panel, said
four side panels including first and second pairs
of opposite side panels;

four sets of web panels each provided between
each two of said side panels, each of said sets
of web panels including a plurality of web panels
hingedly connected to each other along web fold
lines;

a plurality of side fold lines radially outwardly
extending from said bottom panel for separating
said sets of web panels and said side panels;
a median fold line crossing said second pair of
opposite side panels and said base panel so that
each of said second pair of opposite side panels
and said base panel being foldable along said
median fold line; and

two bottomfold lines formed on said bottom pan-
el and extending substantially diagonally across
said base panel so that said base panel being
foldable along said bottom fold lines;

said blank being formed from a substantially flat sin-
gle-piece sheet of foldable material.

The blank as defined in claim 14, wherein said web
panels are substantially triangular in shape so as to
widen toward a periphery of said blank from an acute
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angle apex at arespective corner of said base panel.

. The blank as defined in claim 14, wherein each of
said sets of web panels includes four web panels.

The blank as defined in claim 16, wherein said web
panels are substantially triangular in shape so as to
widen toward a periphery of said blank from an acute
angle apex at arespective corner of said base panel.

The blank as defined in claim 14, wherein said base
panel is substantially square in shape.

The blank as defined in claim 14, wherein said side
panels are substantially trapezoidal in shape so that
parallel sides of said trapezoidal side panels extend
along said sides of said base panel.

The blank as defined in claim 19, wherein each of
said trapezoidal side walls progressively tapers in
the direction away from said base panel.

The blank as defined in claim 14, wherein said me-
dian fold line extends across said second pair of op-
posite side panels and said base panel substantially
along axes of symmetry thereof.

The blank as defined in claim 14, wherein said sheet
of said blank is made from water- impermeable ma-
terial.

The blank as defined in claim 14, further comprising
at least two tabs extending radially outwardly from
an outer periphery of said blank at locations adjacent
to the other opposite pair of said side panels and
hingedly connected thereto.

The blank as defined in claim 14, wherein said blank
is foldable to form a container comprising:

a substantially rectangular single-ply bottom
wall defined by said base panel;

four side walls laingedly connected to each other
and to said bottom wall, said side walls having
top edges defining an open top of said container,
said four side walls including first and second
pair of opposite side walls;

wherein each of said second pair of said opposite
side walls is defined solely by one of said second
pair of opposite side panels;

wherein each of said first pair of opposite side walls
is defined by one of said first pair of opposite side
panels and two sets of said web panels folded about
said web fold lines and said side fold lines adjacent
to each of said first pair of opposite side panels and
secured thereto.
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Fig. 4
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Fig. 6
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