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(54) High-visibility jacket

(57) A high-visibility jacket comprises at least a
sleeve-cover element (5) associated with a respective
sleeve (2) of the jacket (1) and provided with high-visibility
properties. Each sleeve-cover element (5) can take up a
folded-back position in which it is folded over itself, and
an extended position in which it wraps up substantially
in full at least a portion corresponding to the forearm of
the respective sleeve (2).
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Description

[0001] The object of the present invention is a high-
visibility jacket.
[0002] Specifically, the invention takes its place in the
clothing sector, and in particular in the sector of those
garments with outfits of high visibility.
[0003] As well known, owing to laws in force and to
subjective expedients devised for protecting the personal
safety within or outside the work environment, the com-
ponents and accessories industry in the field of high vis-
ibility items include a wide range of solutions able to im-
prove the visibility under unfavourable conditions. In par-
ticular, devices and accessories are known which are
used in case of poor visibility, especially at night time, in
locations not provided with lighting and, moreover, upon
risky situations in which it is suitable to improve one’s
own visibility.
[0004] Among such oufits and accessories, it is known
to make jackets and bodies from high-visibility materials,
for example coated with fluorescent dyes or reflecting
components, which are put on when a poor visibility con-
dition arises.
[0005] Also known are garments having portions with
the above said characteristics and able to be applied or
removed according to different visibility requirements.
[0006] It is a disadvantage that such accessories do
not make part of a specific garment or cloth of normal
characteristics and require, instead, to be assembled and
put on when necessary, so that they have to be available
substantially the moment the need arises. It is therefore
possible a case when they are not immediately available.
[0007] Garments of ordinary characteristics are also
known, for example, jackets and overalls, fitted with fold-
able elements, such as cuffs or neckbands, which have
fluorescent colours, or reflecting or anyway highly visible
strips.
[0008] Disadvantageously, such foldable elements of-
fer a limited useful surface, so that they do not in sub-
stance perform the function of improving the visibility un-
der unfavourable conditions.
[0009] Finally, it is known to make garments, for use
in situations of unfavourable visibility, which exhibit one
or more high-visibility portions fitted in a permanent and
visible fashion, and which disadvantageously require to
be taken off when not strictly necessary, for example due
to their fluorescent properties.
[0010] The technical task of the present invention is
therefore to overcome the above mentioned drawbacks.
[0011] Within such technical task, it is the main object
of the invention to provide a high-visibility jacket able to
improve its own conditions of visibility in environments
that are unfavourably or insufficiently illuminated.
[0012] A further object of the invention is to provide a
high-visibility jacket that will not require the application
of separate components and, therefore, will reduce the
risk of possible unavailability of such components.
[0013] Still another object of the invention is to propose

a high-visibility jacket that will not exhibit fluorescent or
similar components fixed permanently and visibly there-
to, so as to use it also in ordinary situations and not only
in situations of emergency requiring an improvement of
visibility conditions.
[0014] These and further objects that will appear more
clearly by the detailed description that follows, are sub-
stantially achieved by a high-visibility jacket having the
characteristics set forth in one or more appended claims.
[0015] Described herinbelow, by way of non limitative
example, is a preferred but non exclusive embodiment
of a high-visibility jacket according to the invention and
illustrated in the attached figures, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a jacket according to
the invention;
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a sleeve of the jacket
of Fig. 1, in inoperative condition;
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a detail of the sleeve
of Fig. 1, in inoperative condition;
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the detail of Fig. 3, in
a different embodiment;
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a further detail of the
jacket of Fig. 1, in operative condition;
Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a detail of the sleeve
of Fig. 1 showing the sleeve ready for an operative
configuration; and
Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the detail of Fig. 6, in
an operative configuration.

[0016] With reference to the attached figures, a high-
visibility jacket, according to the invention, is indicated
by 1 in its whole. The jacket 1 has a structure of known
type and comprises two long sleeves 2, each of which
extends along a prevalent direction of its development,
in particular from a respective shoulder 3 of the jacket 1
to a respective cuff 4.
[0017] The jacket 1 also comprises at least a sleeve-
cover element 5 which is associated with one of said
sleeves 2, has a substantially tubular shape and is able
to envelope, at least partially, the said sleeve 2.
[0018] Preferably, according to an illustrated preferred
embodiment, the jacket 1 comprises two sleeve-cover
elements 5, each being associated with a respective
sleeve 2.
[0019] Discussed herebelow are the structure and
characteristics of only one of the two sleeve-cover ele-
ments 5, no limitation being considered as they are sub-
stantially identical and, thus, indistinguishable.
[0020] According to the main object of the invention,
the sleeve-cover element 5 exhibits at least one portion
coated with a high-visible dye, providing preferably a flu-
orescent or, alternatively, reflecting or retroreflector col-
ouring. Advantageously, the sleeve-cover element 5 has
an outer surface 6 internally coated with the said high-
visibility colouring.
[0021] The sleeve-cover element 5 can take up a plu-
rality of positions included between a curled up position,
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in which it is folded back to reduce its overall dimensions
and leave the respective sleeve 2 of jacket 1 uncovered,
and an extended position, in which it envelops at least
partially the said sleeve 2.
[0022] Preferably, in correspondence of the said ex-
tended position, the sleeve-cover element 5 envelops
completely at least a portion which corresponds to the
forearm of the respective sleeve 2 or, alternatively, it en-
velops substantially in full the respective sleeve 2.
[0023] The sleeve-cover element 5 exhibits a pocket
7 intended to contain at least partially, and preferably in
full, the sleeve-cover element 5 as the latter is in curled
up position. The pocket 7 is internally defined by a sac
(not shown) for holding the relevant sleeve-cover ele-
ment 5, The sac communicates with the outside via an
opening 7a of said pocket 7, said opening being neces-
sary to withdraw the sleeve-cover element 5 from the
respective sac and to insert it thereinto again. The pocket
7 may include a band 7b of substantially rectangular
shape and attached to the sleeve 2, which band has aes-
thetical functions and provides a cover for the opening
7a. The band 7b has to be at least partially removable to
allow access to the sac, preferably through a free edge
7c of said band 7b, which free edge 7c is detached from
the sleeve 2 or, alternatively, is steadily and reversibly
attachable to the sleeve 2, for example by a Velcro fas-
tener.
[0024] The pocket 7 is preferably produced in proximity
of the respective shoulder 3 of jacket 1, so as to allow
the sleeve-cover element 5 to envelope the respective
sleeve 2 as much as possible. Preferably, in fact, the
sleeve-cover element 5 extends from the pocket 7 in the
direction of the respective cuff 4.
[0025] Illustrated in detail in Fig. 5 is the sleeve-cover
element 5. It is to be stressed that, for the sake of clarity,
the element 5 is shown individually, but in use, it remains
anchored, by some length, inside the pocket.
[0026] The sleeve-cover element 5, in its extended
configuration, can be folded around the respective sleeve
2 or a portion thereof. Besides, the sleeve-cover element
5 exhibits a prevalent direction of development which co-
incides substantially with the prevalent direction of de-
velopment of the sleeve 2 when the sleeve-cover element
wraps up the sleeve 2.
[0027] In particular, the sleeve-cover element 5 has a
first end 8 steadily fixed to the sleeve 2, and a second
end 9, opposite to the first, able to associated with the
cuff 4 of such sleeve 2. In particular, the first end 8 of the
sleeve-cover element 5 is fixed to an inner portion of the
pocket 7 of sleeve 2 by sewing, the seam being not shown
as not visible. Alternatively, the first end 8 of the sleeve-
cover element 5 is attached to the said inner portion of
pocket 7 of sleeve 2 in a reversible manner, for example,
by means of a zip fastener, to allow the sleeve-cover to
be removed temporarily or be replaced.
[0028] Preferably, the pocket 7 has a limited extension
with respect to a whole peripheral development of the
sleeve 2. In other words, the pocket 7 runs only in part

around the said sleeve’s prevalent direction of develop-
ment. As a consequence, in order for the sleeve-cover
element 5 to be withdrawn out of the respective pocket
7 and to envelope the sleeve 2, the same element is
provided with a side opening 10 which extends preferably
along the prevalent direction of development of the
sleeve-cover element 5 and allows the latter to be un-
reeled over the respective sleeve 2 starting from the
curled up position.
[0029] As can be seen in Fig. 5, the side opening 10
is delimited by two side edges 11 of the sleeve-cover
element 5, which side edges 11, by overlapping steadily,
give rise to a tubular conformation of the sleeve-cover
element 5 which is thus able to steadily envelope the
respective sleeve 2. Such side edges 11 extend prefer-
ably throughout a length of the sleeve-cover element 5
along the respective prevalent direction of development.
[0030] To this end, the sleeve-cover element 5 exhibits
closing means 12, preferably of reversible type, which
act on said side edges 11 in order to associate them
steadily and reversibly with each other. This allows,
therefore, a subsequent separation of the two side edges
11 for restoring a curled up configuration of the sleeve-
cover element 5 inside the respective pocket 7 at the end
of use. Preferably, such closing means 12 comprise a
zip fastener 13, associated with said side edges 11. Such
zip fastener 13 is preferably located in opposite position
with respect to the pocket 7 when the sleeve-cover ele-
ment 5 is in extended configuration. In consideration of
the fact that the pocket 7 is preferably formed on the
sleeve 2 close to the relevant shoulder 3 and, thus, in an
easily accessible position, it is possible to make the zip
fastener 13 less visible, since the latter results in a far
inner position, close to the user’s bust, thereby improving
the aesthetical characteristics of the jacket 1.
[0031] Alternatively, the closing means may comprise
one or more Velcro couplings, one or more snap fasten-
ers, or closures of button-buttonhole type.
[0032] Each of the two side edges 11, in one portion
closer to the pocket 7, exhibits reference means 14 for
associating such side edge 11 with the sleeve 2, the func-
tion of said means being substantially that of defining
steadily the position of each side edge 11 relative to the
sleeve 2, thereby preventing unwanted slipping of the
sleeve-cover element 5 over the same sleeve 2. In the
preferred embodiment illustrated in Fig. 5, the reference
means 14 comprise a Velcro coupling. Such coupling is
achieved by first plates 14a, each being fixed to one of
said side edges 11. The first plates 14a of each sleeve-
cover element 5 are steadily engaged with one or more
second plates 14b fixed to the respective sleeve 2 by
sewing, for example. In the embodiment illustrated in Fig.
6, two first plates 14a engage by a coupling of Velcro
type with an individual second plate 14b attached to the
respective sleeve 2.
[0033] The cooperation between the zip fastener 13
and the reference means 14 defines steadily the tubular
conformation of the sleeve-cover element 5 and the po-
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sition of the latter relative to the sleeve 2, thereby reduc-
ing the risk of unwanted slipping of the sleeve-cover el-
ement 5 over the sleeve 2.
[0034] In order to define a steady positioning of the
sleeve-cover element 5 when in curled up configuration,
the sleeve-cover element 5 comprises fastening means
15, able to be coupled to a portion of the sleeve 2 and
thus useful for preventing unwanted slippings of the
sleeve-cover element 5 over the sleeve 2.
[0035] In the preferred embodiment illustrated in Fig.
3, the fastening means 15 comprise a tab 16 of either
flexible or semirigid type, fixed close to the second end
9 of the sleeve-cover element 5. The tab 16 is reversibly
engageable to the sleeve 2 and, in particular, to the pock-
et 7, by a snap-closing means 17 or alternatively, by a
Velcro coupling as shown in Fig. 4, or by a button-but-
tonhole coupling, not shown.
[0036] In use, the tab 16 is fixed steadily in a position
protruding from the pocket 7. By lifting the tab 16 to dis-
engage it from the pocket 7, it is possible to quickly take
out the sleeve-cover element 5 by simply pulling the tab
16.
[0037] The sleeve-cover element 5 can thus be un-
reeled from the respective sleeve 2, and the side edges
11 be engaged to each other by the zip fastener 13, there-
by defining the tubular conformation of the sleeve-cover
element 5 in the respective extended configuration.
[0038] The present invention obtains the proposed ob-
jects.
[0039] The presence of full sleeves provided with high-
visibility colouring allows, first of all, a high visibility also
under particularly unfavourable conditions such as, for
example, in environment with no lighting or at night.
[0040] Moreover, the solution according to the inven-
tion allows not to carry along separate, high-visibility out-
fits to be put on when the need arises and be taken off
afterwards.
[0041] Finally, it is to be pointed out that the ability of
the sleeve-cover elements to be folded back, allows the
high-visibility colouring, of phosphorescent type for ex-
ample, to be suppressed when its use is no longer nec-
essary.
[0042] The present invention obtains also further ad-
vantages.
[0043] In fact, the provision of the tab fixed to the
sleeve-cover element has the advantage of simplifying
and improving the fastening of the same sleeve-cover
element in a curled up configuration. Such fastening, in
relation to its simple construction, results stable, reliable
and of practical in use as well.
[0044] Moreover, the presence of the zip fastener act-
ing on the edges of the sleeve-cover element, facilitates
the closing operation thereof once extracted from the re-
spective pocket, and allows also the dimensions of the
pocket to be reduced inasmuch as, by providing the side
opening, the sleeve-cover element is foldable in a com-
pact and versatile manner.

Claims

1. High-visibility jacket, comprising at least a sleeve-
cover element (5) associated with a respective
sleeve (2) of the jacket (1) and provided with high-
visibility properties, said jacket (1) being character-
ized in that it comprises a pocket (7) intended to
hold a respective sleeve-cover element (5) when in
a curled up position, each sleeve-cover element (5)
being able to take up an extended position in which
it envelops substantially in full at least a portion cor-
responding to the forearm of the respective sleeve
(2) .

2. Jacket according to claim 1, characterized in that
each sleeve-cover element (5), in correspondence
of said extended position, envelops substantially in
full the respective sleeve (2) of the jacket (1).

3. Jacket according to claim 1 or 2, characterized in
that the pocket (7) is formed on the respective sleeve
(2) in proximity of a shoulder (3) of said jacket (1).

4. Jacket according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that each sleeve-cover element
(5) exhibits a side opening (10) delimited by two side
edges (11) of said sleeve-cover element (5) in order
to facilitate the unreeling of the sleeve-cover element
(5) over the respective sleeve (2).

5. Jacket according to claim 4, characterized in that
the side opening (10) of each sleeve-cover element
(5) extends along a prevalent direction of develop-
ment of the sleeve-cover element (5).

6. Jacket according to claim 5, characterized in that
said side edges (11) extend throughout a length of
the sleeve-cover element (5) along said prevalent
direction of development of the sleeve-cover ele-
ment (5).

7. Jacket according to any of claims 4 to 6, character-
ized in that the sleeve-cover element (5) is associ-
ated with said reversible closing means (12) which
are able to associate with each other said side edges
(11) of the sleeve-cover element (5) in correspond-
ence of the side opening (10) so as to give the sleeve-
cover element (5) a substantially tubular shape when
in extended configuration.

8. Jacket according to claim 7, characterized in that
said reversible closing means (12) comprise a zip
fastener (13).

9. Jacket according to claim 8, characterized in that
said reversible closing means (12) comprise at least
a Velcro coupling.
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10. Jacket according to claim 9, characterized in that
said reversible closing means (12) comprise at least
a snap-closing means.

11. Jacket according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that each sleeve-cover element
(5) is steadily associated with the respective sleeve
(2).

12. Jacket according to claims 2 and 11, characterized
in that the sleeve-cover element (5) has a first end
(8) fixed by sewing to an inner portion of the respec-
tive pocket (7).

13. Jacket according to claims 2 and 11, characterized
in that the sleeve-cover element (5) has a first end
(8) reversibly fixed to an inner portion of the respec-
tive pocket (7), to allow the sleeve-cover element (5)
to be either removed temporarily from the sleeve (2)
or replaced.

14. Jacket according to any of claims 4 to 10, charac-
terized in that each side edge (11) of the sleeve-
cover element (5) exhibits reference means (14) for
associating said side edge (11) with the sleeve (2)
in order to define a stable position of said side edge
(11) relative to the sleeve (2) and prevent unwanted
slipping of said side edge (11) over the sleeve (2).

15. Jacket according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that said reference means (14)
are located in a portion, of each side edge (11), closer
to the respective pocket (7).

16. Jacket according to claims 15, characterized in that
the reference means (14) comprise a Velcro cou-
pling, said coupling comprising a first plate (14a)
fixed to each side edge (11) and able to engage with
a respective second plate (14b) fixed to the sleeve
(2).

17. Jacket according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that the sleeve-cover element (5)
comprises fastening means (15) able to be coupled
with a portion of the sleeve (2) when the sleeve-cover
element (5) is in its curled up configuration to prevent
unwanted unreelings of the sleeve-cover element (5)
over the sleeve (2).

18. Jacket according to any of claims 1 to 17, charac-
terized in that it comprises a tab (16) fixed to a sec-
ond end (9) of the sleeve-cover element (5), able to
be associated with a cuff (4) of the respective sleeve
(2), said tab (16) being able to be steadily and re-
versibly associated with the respective sleeve (2)
when the sleeve-cover element (5) is in curled up
position, in order to maintain steadily the sleeve-cov-
er element in the respective curled up configuration.
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