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(54) Preloaded cosmetic applicators

(57) A cosmetic sampler (10) used for both the ap-
plication of a cosmetic product and for the subsequent
blending of the applied cosmetic product is disclosed.
The cosmetic sampler (10) is comprised of an applicator
formed of a shaft with two opposing end sections (11,13).
One (11) of the end sections is coated (preferably satu-
rated or impregnated) with at least one desired cosmetic
product, for example eye shadow and/or face powder,
while the other end (13) section is clean and uncontami-

nated. An applicator that contains a pre-loaded cosmetic
product (such as lipstick) on an end of the applicator, and
that further comprises a top (58) that is used to cover the
sample cosmetic product and to also reverse to go on
the other end to extend the handle is also disclosed. A
preloaded applicator that contains a cosmetic product
(such as powder) already on/in the surface of the appli-
cator and that is also contained in a clear top pouch or
bag is further disclosed.
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Description
FIELD OF THE INVENTIONC

[0001] The present invention relates to cosmetic ap-
plicators and, more particularly, to cosmetic samplers
which are used for both the application of a cosmetic
product and for the subsequent blending of the applied
cosmetic product.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Various creams, gels and other cosmetics
and/or cosmetic removers have been packaged in jars,
tubes and other containers. Typically, the user is required
to open the container, dip a cotton swab, tissue or other
applicator into the container to absorb some of the cos-
metic, and then apply that cosmetic to the eyes or other
facial areas. For example, one jar may contain an eye or
face make-up remover, while another (completely sepa-
rate) jar may contain a moisturizing lotion. Similarly, in
make-up applications, the user is often required to com-
bine at least two colors or at least two shades of a color,
that are located either in different containers or in different
areas of the same container.

[0003] Typically, only a portion of the cosmetics or cos-
metic removers is used over a given period of time, and
the user eventually discards the jars containing the re-
mainder of the cosmetics or cosmetic removers. In ad-
dition, it is not convenient to carry several jars in one’s
purse or while traveling.

[0004] Accordingly, there is a need for readily-availa-
ble cosmetics and/or cosmetic applicators that are con-
veniently available in a hygienic individually-wrapped
swab or other applicator, and that are preloaded with at
least two different materials, such as two different shades
or colors, or two different lotions. A cosmetic sampler that
is prepackaged in a ready-to-use, disposable, single
package is also needed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] The present invention provides a cosmetic
sampler which is used for both the application of a cos-
metic product and for the subsequent blending of the
applied cosmetic product. The cosmetic sampler is com-
prised of an applicator formed of a shaft with two oppos-
ing end sections. One of the end sections is coated (pref-
erably saturated or impregnated) with at least one de-
sired cosmetic product, for example eye shadow and/or
face powder, while the other end section is clean and
uncontaminated.

[0006] The invention also provides an applicator that
contains a pre-loaded cosmetic product (such as lipstick)
on an end of the applicator, and that further comprises a
top that is used to cover the sample cosmetic product
and to also reverse to go on the other end to extend the
handle.
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[0007] The invention further provides a pre-loaded
sponge applicator that contains powder already on/in the
surface of the sponge. The pre-loaded sponge applicator
comprises a sponge with the product already pre-loaded
and contained in a clear top bag.

[0008] Other features and advantages of the present
invention will become apparent from the following de-
scription of exemplary embodiments of the invention with
reference to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] FIG. 1 is a top view of a plurality of cosmetic
applicators according to a first embodiment of the present
invention, the applicators being packaged in a pouch;
[0010] FIG. 1aisaside view of the pouch with cosmetic
applicators of FIG. 1;

[0011] FIG. 1bis another side view of the pouch with
cosmetic applicators of FIG. 1;

[0012] FIG. 2is an enlarged side view of one cosmetic
applicator of FIG. 1;

[0013] FIG. 3 is top view of a plurality of cosmetic ap-
plicators according to the first embodiment of the present
invention but packaged in a pouch formed according to
another embodiment of the present invention;

[0014] FIG. 3ais aside view of the pouch with cosmetic
applicators of FIG. 3;

[0015] FIG. 3b is another side view of the pouch with
cosmetic applicators of FIG. 3;

[0016] FIG. 4ais a front view of a cosmetic applicator
according to a second embodiment of the present inven-
tion and in a closed position;

[0017] FIG.4bis afrontview of the cosmetic applicator
of FIG. 4a but in an open position;

[0018] FIG. 4c is a top view of the cosmetic applicator
of FIG. 4a;
[0019] FIG. 5 is a front view of a cosmetic applicator

according to a third embodiment of the present invention;
and
[0020]

of FIG. 5.

FIG. 5ais a side view of the cosmetic applicator

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0021] The present invention provides applicators
which are pre-loaded with a product, for example a cos-
metic product, and which are portable, convenientto use,
and hygienic.

[0022] In one embodiment, the present invention pro-
vides a cosmetic sampler which is used for both the ap-
plication of a cosmetic product and for the subsequent
blending of the applied cosmetic product. The cosmetic
sampler is comprised of an applicator formed of a shaft
with two opposing end sections. One of the end sections
is coated (preferably saturated or impregnated) with at
least one desired cosmetic product, for example eye
shadow and/or face powder, while the other end section
is clean and uncontaminated. In an exemplary embodi-
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ment, a double-ended cosmetic swab applicator may be
provided with one end impregnated with at least one cos-
metic powder product and the other end provided without
cosmetic for use as a blending swab. In exemplary em-
bodiments, the cosmetic sampler has only one end which
is partially coated with a desired cosmetic product and
which is used for both the application of the cosmetic
product and for the subsequent blending of the applied
cosmetic product.

[0023] In another embodiment, the invention provides
an applicator, for example a flocked doe foot applicator,
that contains lipstick on an end of the applicator. The
applicator comprises a clear top that is used to cover the
sample lipstick (in a closed position) and it also reverses
to go on the other end to extend the handle (in an open
position). The lipstick applicator allows the user to have
a ready to use, disposable, single or several use lipstick
that is new, clean and easily portable. The lipstick appli-
cator may contain a pre-loaded cosmetic product such
as lipstick, lip gloss, lip protectant, acne spot treatment,
concealer, lip liner, eye liner, solid fragrance or other type
of cosmetic product that has a solid or semi solid formu-
lation.

[0024] In yet another embodiment, the invention pro-
vides a pre-loaded sponge applicator that contains pow-
der already on/in the surface of the sponge. The pre-
loaded sponge applicator comprises a sponge with the
product already pre loaded and is contained in a clear
top bag. The user has a ready to use, easy to apply,
disposable, single or several use applicator that is new,
clean and easily portable. The user need not carry the
entire compactor product package. The materials for pre-
loaded sponge applicator could be, for example, foam,
non woven, membrane, flock, felt, paper, sponge, bris-
tles, or combinations of these materials. The cosmetic
powder may be blush, face powder or any other decora-
tive or functional powder.

FIGS. 1-3

[0025] Referring now to the drawings, where like ele-
ments are designated by like reference numerals, FIGS.
1-3illustrate a first embodiment of the present invention,
wherein a cosmetic sampler 10 is used for both the ap-
plication of a cosmetic product and for the subsequent
blending of the applied cosmetic product. The cosmetic
sampler 10 is comprised of an applicator formed of a
shaft with two opposing end sections 11, 13. As described
below, one of the end sections is coated (preferably sat-
urated orimpregnated) with atleast one desired cosmetic
product, for example eye shadow or face powder, while
the other end section is clean and uncontaminated. In
other embodiments, only one part of one end section is
provided with the desired cosmetic product, whereas the
other part of the same end section is left clean and un-
contaminated.

[0026] FIG. 1 illustrates a plurality of cosmetic appli-
cators 10 being packaged in a pouch 20. As illustrated
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in FIGS. 1a and 1b, pouch 20 is provided with a clear
window 16 (for example, a clear thermoform window), a
lidding stock 17 (to reveal individual compartments when
open) and a graphic imprint side 18 (also shown in FIG.
1). In an exemplary embodiment only, pouch 20 contains
six cosmetic applicators 10 (each individual applicator
having exemplary dimensions of about 1 x 2.5 inches)
with exemplary dimensions of about 6 x 2.5 inches. How-
ever, the invention is not limited to these exemplary em-
bodiments and has applicability to pouches having any
number of applicators and of any dimensions.

[0027] Preferably, pouch 20 is a protective, sealed bag
or pouch, which in certain embodiments and depending
on the specific application, may be liquid resistant. Alter-
natively, and/or additionally, pouch 20 may consist of a
wrap that may comprise, for example, cellophane, alu-
minum foil, metalized film, laminates, clear thermoform,
moisture-impermeable paper, moisture-resistant paper,
plastic, or combination of such materials, among others.
[0028] FIGS. 3, 3a and 3b illustrate pouch 20a provid-
ed with a clear window 16a (for example, a clear thermo-
form window) having different dimensions and configu-
ration from the window 16 of FIG. 1, a lidding stock 17a
(to reveal individual compartments when open) and a
graphic imprint side 18a (also shown in FIG. 1). As in the
previous embodiment, the pouch 20a may contain any
number of compartments or pouches for housing any
number of applicators of any dimensions. Preferably,
pouch 20a is a protective, sealed bag or pouch, which in
certain embodiments and depending on the specific ap-
plication, may be liquid resistant. Alternatively, and/or ad-
ditionally, pouch 20a may consist of a wrap that may com-
prise, for example, cellophane, aluminum foil, metalized
film, laminates, clear thermoform, moisture-impermea-
ble paper, moisture-resistant paper, plastic, or combina-
tion of such materials, among others.

[0029] Referring back to FIG. 2, an enlarged side view
of the cosmetic applicator 10 of FIG. 1 is provided (in an
exemplary embodiment) in the form of an applicator swab
having a first end 11 and a second end 13. First end 11
of cosmetic applicator 10 may be provided with at least
two surface sides that are coated, saturated or impreg-
nated with at least two different cosmetic products. Pref-
erably, the section that is coated, saturated or impreg-
nated with the cosmetic product is provided with at least
two surface sides (for example, first and second surface
sides 11a, 11b of FIG. 2) that are coated, saturated or
impregnated with at least two different cosmetic prod-
ucts. For example, if the applicator is an eye shadow
applicator, first surface side 11a may be saturated with
a green color eye shadow (shade 1 in FIG. 2), whereas
second surface side 11b may be saturated with a color
different from the green color used on the first surface
side, for example, a brown color (shade 2 in FIG. 2).
[0030] In an exemplary embodiment, end 13 of appli-
cator 10 may be provided clean. In this manner, subse-
quent to the application of the cosmetic products, the
clean end section 13 may be employed to blend the ap-
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plied shade colors (blending swab). The cosmetic sam-
pler may be prepackaged in a ready-to-use, disposable,
single package. Multiple samples may be housed in a
secondary package. Alternatively, and/or additionally,
multiple cosmetic samplers may be prepackaged in a
pouch or package, such as the protective, sealed pouch
20 described above.

[0031] The user appliesthe product and uses the other
end that does not contain any cosmetic product (end 13)
to "blend" and extend the already applied powder. In this
manner, the user has a ready to use, disposable, single
use application that is always new and therefore clean
and uncontaminated. The samples may be placed in pro-
tective secondary packaging that protects the product
from damage.

[0032] Application of the powder to one end of the ap-
plicator may be conducted in various ways, for example,
by dipping, screen printing, pad application, spraying,
stenciling, die deposit etc. Combination of dry powder
and solvent may be formed into slurry that is directly ap-
plied to the applicator tips. The method of making the
eyeshadow slurry may be similar to, or different from, the
currently known eyeshadow technology.

[0033] In one embodiment, an already-made double
ended eyeshadow applicator with material in the desired
shape, density and thickness may be provided. The ma-
terials for one or both ends 11, 13 of the applicator 10
could be, for example, foam, non woven, membrane,
flock, felt, paper, sponge, bristles, or combinations of
these materials etc. One method that may be employed
comprises the step of spraying of the powder slurry onto
the substrate. Similar to the known slurry processes in
the art, additions can be made to the slurry to alter the
characteristics of the deposit. Additional binders, pow-
ders, colorants, etc. may be incorporated to give subtle-
ties to the finished product. The cosmetic powder could
be eye shadow, blush, face powder or any other deco-
rative powder, among others. The materials, sizes, and
methods of manufacture may vary for different types and
formulations of cosmetic powder products. Options for
the cosmetic applicator include any type of cosmetic that
can benefit from a preloaded single use disposable ap-
plication such as cream to powder formulations: blushes,
concealers and other products like, eyeliners, lip liners,
lipsticks, etc. The materials and methods for applying
may be different than those for powder type products.
Portable, convenient application, hygienic, eliminates the
need for the entire eye shadow / powder compact.
[0034] Inyetanother exemplary embodiment, the cos-
metic sampler has only one end which is partially coated
with a desired cosmetic product, and not two ends, as
previously described. The end portion of the cosmetic
sampler may be partially coated (preferably saturated or
impregnated) with at least one desired cosmetic product,
for example eye shadow or face powder, while the re-
maining section of the end portion is clean and uncon-
taminated. In this manner, the same end portion of the
cosmetic sampler is used for both the application of the
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cosmetic product and for the subsequent blending of the
applied cosmetic product.

FIGS. 4a-4b

[0035] In another embodiment, the invention provides
an applicator that contains a pre-loaded cosmetic product
(such as lipstick) on an end of the applicator, and that
further comprises a top that is used to cover the sample
cosmetic product and to also reverse to go on the other
end to extend handle 54. As shown in FIGS. 4a-4c, a
flocked doe foot applicator 50 contains lipstick 55 on the
end of the applicator (on handle 54) and disposed on
flock or other material 53. The user applies the lipstick
to the lips as with a regular lipstick. As shown in FIGS.
4a and 4b, a top 58 is used to cover the sample lipstick
55 (FIG. 4a) when in the closed position. Top 58 is de-
signed to also reverse to go on the other end of the ap-
plicator, to extend the handle (FIG. 4b) when in the fully
open position. The top 58 may be formed of a clear or
matte semi transparent material, for example, or of other
materials. The handle 54 may comprise a poly moulded
or other material.

[0036] The applicator body or handle 54 may have a
length which is about similar to, or different from, the
length of top 58. For example, and as shown in Figures
4a and 4b, the top 58 may have a length which is about
similar to the length of the body 54. However, the inven-
tion is not limited to this exemplary embodiment and con-
templates additional embodiments, wherein the applica-
tor has any ratio of length of body 54/length of top 58.
[0037] Applicator 50 allows the consumer to have a
ready to use, disposable, single or several use lipstick
thatis new, clean and easily portable. The flocked lipstick
applicator 50 may be dipped into molten lipstick bulk or
has lipstick sprayed or otherwise applied to the flocked
tip. Several cycles of product processing may be neces-
sary to obtain the correct lipstick amount. The warm lip-
stick may be allowed to set up by using a cooling cycle,
for example, and the cap is placed on the top to protect
the lipstick during shipment and usage.

[0038] The cosmetic productcouldbe lipstick, lip gloss,
lip protectant, acne spot treatment, concealer, lip liner,
eye liner, solid fragrance or other type of cosmetic prod-
uct that has a solid or semi solid formulation. The porta-
ble, convenient application, hygienic, cosmetic applicator
of the present invention eliminates the need for the entire
tube or package of product.

FIGS. 5 and 5a

[0039] FIGS. 5 and 5a illustrate another embodiment
of the invention, according to which pre-loaded applicator
90 contains a cosmetic product (such as powder or
cream) already on/in the surface of an applicator material
91. In an exemplary embodiment, applicator 90 is a pre-
loaded sponge applicator 90. However, the applicator
may comprise any other base material in lieu of the
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sponge, wherein a cosmetic product may be applied on,
or impregnated therewith. For example, the applicator
may be formed of foam, non woven, membrane, flock,
felt, paper, sponge, bristles, or combinations of these ma-
terials.

[0040] The cosmetic product may be provided on the
surface of the applicator, and/or within at least a portion
of the body of the applicator, or only within at least a
portion of the body of the applicator, as desired. Prefer-
ably, one surface of the applicator is provided attached
to the package (for example, a bag with a clear top)
wherein the opposing surface is pre-loaded with a cos-
metic product, for example, powder such as blush, face
powder, baby powder or any other decorative or func-
tional powder, cream, cleansing products, or combina-
tion of these products

[0041] The user applies the product as with a tradition-
al compact. The sponge with the product 92 already pre-
loaded is contained in a clear top bag 93 provided with
an optional seal (for example, seal 94) for the bag. As
shown in FIG. 5, the clear top bag 93 may be provided
with an upper surface that is about completely clear (i.e.,
the whole top surface is clear). Alternatively, the clear
top bag 93 may be provided with an open window having
dimensions similar to those of the applicator 90 (i.e., only
applicator 90 is seen through the clear window). In such
case, the non-clear portion may contain graphic imprints
or identification information, as desired.

[0042] The applicator may have dimensions similar to
those of the clear top bag, or smaller than those of the
clear top bag (as shown in FIG. 5). In addition, the clear
top bag may comprise a plurality of applicators, for ex-
ample, a plurality of sponge applicators, at least one of
the applicators being a pre-loaded sponge applicator
such as pre-loaded sponge applicator 90 of FIG. 5. Fur-
ther, each of the plurality of applicators may be pre-load-
ed with the same or different compounds or cosmetic
products. Each applicator may be also partially preloaded
or totally pre-loaded, as desired. Pre-loaded applicators
may be provided next to un-loaded applicators (i.e., un-
contaminated applicators), in which case an additional
seal between the applicators may be desired.

[0043] In yet additional embodiments, the pre-loaded
applicator 90 may be provided adjacent another applica-
tor such as the cosmetic sampler 10 (described above
with reference to FIG. 2) or applicator 50 (described
above with reference to FIG. 4a) or a combination of
these and other applicators, as desired. In such cases,
all applicators may be contained in the same clear top
bag, for example, but with an additional seal between the
applicators, to prevent cross-contamination of products.
For example, a dual-pack pre-loaded sponge applicator
90 and a swab applicator 10 may be together packed in
a same package and, if necessary, with a seal between
them that would protect against contamination.

[0044] Applicator 90 of FIG. 5 may be provided with
product 92 which is pre-loaded by printing (for example,
screen printing) a particular design or pattern. For exam-
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ple, FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary embodiment accord-
ing to which product 92 is pre-loaded (screen printed) on
the surface of the applicator 92 in the form of word
"BLUSH," but other patterns and designs may be used
depending on the particular application and/or kind of
cosmetic product used.

[0045] The product allows the user to have a ready to
use, easy to apply, disposable, single or several use ap-
plicator that is new, clean and easily portable. The user
need not carry the entire compact or product package.
[0046] Various options for applying the product (for ex-
ample, powder) to the applicator include dipping, screen
printing, pad application, spraying, stenciling and die de-
posit, among others. A combination of dry powder and
solvent formed into slurry that is directly applied to the
applicator tips is preferred. The method of making the
eyeshadow slurry may be similar to, or different from,
that of the current eyeshadow technology. Another meth-
od may include spraying of the powder slurry on to the
substrate. The materials for the applicator may include
foam, non woven, membrane, flock, felt, paper, sponge,
bristles, or combinations of these materials, for example.
Similar to current slurry processes, additions may be
made to the slurry to alter the characteristics of the de-
posit. Additional binders, powders and/or colorants, for
example, may be incorporated to give subtleties to the
finished product.

[0047] The cosmetic product 92 may be cosmetic pow-
der such as blush, face powder, baby powder or any other
decorative or functional powder. Alternatively, cosmetic
product 92 may comprise at least one cream, or a com-
bination of cream and powder, for example. The materi-
als, sizes and/or methods of manufacture may vary for
different types and formulations of cosmetic/personal
care powder products.

[0048] Inexemplary embodiments, the cosmetic prod-
uct 92 may be applied on at least a portion of a surface
(for example, the top surface) of the sponge 91. For ex-
ample, the cosmetic product 92 may cover/impregnate
about half the surface of the sponge 91 visible through
the clear top bag 93. In alternative embodiments, the
cosmetic product 92 may cover/impregnate atleasta por-
tion of afirst surface of the sponge 91 and at least another
portion of a second surface of the sponge 91, leaving the
clean portions for subsequent blending of the cosmetic
product (for use as a blending sponge) or for other uses.
[0049] The pre-loaded cosmetic applicators of the
present invention are applicable to a wide range of cos-
metic/personal care type products. Additional options in-
clude any type of product that can benefit from a pre-
loaded single use disposable application such as cream
to powder formulations: blushes, concealer, foot powder
and other products. The materials and methods for ap-
plying may be similar to, or different from, those for pow-
der type products. The portable, convenient application,
hygienic, cosmetic applicator of the present invention
eliminates the need for the entire cosmetic/personal care
compact or package.
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[0050] Although the present invention has been de-
scribed in relation to particular embodiments thereof,
many other variations and modifications and other uses
will become apparent to those skilled in the art. Accord-
ingly, it is not intended that the present invention be lim-
ited to the illustrated embodiments, but only by the ap-
pended claims.

Claims
1. A cosmetic sampler, comprising:

a shaft; and

a first end and an opposing second end, the first
and second ends being attached to the shaft,
wherein one of the first and second ends com-
prises atleast two surfaces provided with atleast
two different cosmetic products.

2. The cosmetic sampler of claim 1, wherein the other
of the first and second ends is uncontaminated to
allow blending of the at least two different cosmetic
products.

3. The cosmetic sampler of claim 1, wherein the atleast
two different cosmetic products are selected from
the group consisting of eye shadow, powder, cream,
lipstick, fragrance, lotion and pharmaceutical.

4. The cosmetic sampler of claim 1, wherein the atleast
two different cosmetic products comprise a solid or
semi-solid formulation.

5. The cosmetic sampler of claim 1, wherein the atleast
two surfaces comprise two surfaces, each of the two
surfaces being impregnated with a different shade
of an eye shadow.

6. The cosmetic sampler of claim 1, wherein the sam-
pler is packaged in a pouch.

7. The cosmetic sampler of claim 1, wherein the sam-
pler is packaged in a wrap selected from the group
consisting of cellophane, metallized film, aluminum
foil, clear thermoform, moisture-impermeable paper,
moisture-resistant paper, laminates and plastic.

8. The cosmetic sampler of claim 1, wherein the first
and second opposing ends are independently
formed of a material selected from the group con-
sisting of foam, non woven, membrane, flock, felt,
paper, sponge and bristles.

9. A cosmetic applicator assembly, comprising:

at least one disposable pre-loaded applicator
having a cosmetic product provided thereon or
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

at least partially contained within; and

a tear open package for encapsulating the at
least one pre-loaded applicator to prevent con-
tamination of the cosmetic product.

The cosmetic applicator assembly of claim 9, where-
in the tear open package is a clear top bag and the
cosmetic productis face powder, baby powder, blush
or cream.

The cosmetic applicator assembly of claim 9, where-
in the applicator is a sponge applicator.

The cosmetic applicator assembly of claim 9, where-
in the applicator comprises a material selected from
the group consisting of sponge, foam, non woven,
membrane, flock, felt, paper and bristles.

The cosmetic applicator assembly of claim 9, where-
in the preloaded applicator is provided in the tear
open package adjacent a cosmetic sampler.

The cosmetic applicator assembly of claim 13,
wherein the cosmetic sampler comprises a shaft, a
first end, and an opposing second end, the first and
second ends being attached to the shaft, wherein
one of the first and second ends comprises at least
two surfaces provided with at least two different cos-
metic products.
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