EP 1 878 352 A2

(1 9) Européisches
Patentamt
European
Patent Office
Office européen
des brevets

(12)

(43) Date of publication:
16.01.2008 Bulletin 2008/03

(21) Application number: 07112481.2

(22) Date of filing: 13.07.2007

(11) EP 1878 352 A2

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(51) IntCL:
A41B 11/00 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BEBG CH CY CZDE DK EE ES FIFR GB GR
HUIEISITLILT LU LV MC MT NL PL PT RO SE
SI SK TR
Designated Extension States:
AL BA HR MK YU

(30) Priority: 14.07.2006 IT VI20060220

(71) Applicant: Ubi S.r.1.
73042 Casarano (LE) (IT)

(72) Inventor: Mita, Lucio
73042 Casarano (LE) (IT)

(74) Representative: Bonini, Ercole
Corso Fogazzaro, 8
36100 Vicenza (IT)

(54) Socks with mark for pairing.

(57)  The invention concerns a mark (3; 31; 32; 33;
34; 35) for pairing a pair of socks (1, 2; 10, 20; 30, 40;
50, 60; 70, 80; 90, 100). It consists of a portion of fabric,
combined with each sock of the pair of socks, having the
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same colour for each sock of the pair of socks, but dif-
ferent from the colour constituting the background of the
pair of socks. The invention also concerns pairs of socks
provided with said mark.
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Description

[0001] The presentinvention concerns a mark for pair-
ing pairs of socks, generally having the same colour, and
socks bearing said mark.

[0002] It often happens that pairs of socks, especially
but not exclusively men’s socks, short or long, have sim-
ilar colours so that a sock can be confused and paired
with another similar but not identical one.

[0003] For example, a blue sock can be paired, after
washing and during ironing, with a black sock.

[0004] Inthe same way, a lightgrey sock can be paired
with a sock of similar colour, especially when a person
is in arush to get dressed and hurriedly opens the drawer
without paying attention to what he/she picks out.
[0005] Distinguishing between socks of similar col-
ours, whether light or dark, becomes especially difficult
when they are put on in conditions of poor light.

[0006] The present invention aims to overcome the
above-mentioned drawbacks.

[0007] The main object of the present invention is to
mark pairs of socks of the same colour using a different
colour from that of the sock, so that the mark stands out
from the colour of the sock and therefore prevents incor-
rect pairing, or confusion with socks of similar colours.
[0008] A further object of the present invention is to
provide marks in pairs of socks produced by machines
of the so-called "twin cylinder" type, well known in the
sector, which do not permit the production of embroi-
dered motifs that could act as marks.

[0009] A further object of the present invention is to
mark pairs of socks with different marks, not only accord-
ing to colour but also according to manufacturing origin
or size.

[0010] The above-mentioned objects are achieved by
the production of a mark for pairs of socks in accordance
with the contents of the first claim.

[0011] Advantageously, the mark for pairs of socks of
the invention can have different shapes and positions.
[0012] In one embodiment of the invention, the mark
consists of at least one strip of colour markedly different
from the colour of the sock.

[0013] Said at least one strip can be positioned on the
toe of the sock or in an area which is not visible when
the sock is covered by the shoe worn, for example on
the bottom of the foot.

[0014] In another embodiment of the invention, a spe-
cific area of the sock can take on a colour which is mark-
edly different and therefore recognisable with respect to
the colour of the sock.

[0015] For example, the toe of the sock can be white
or red for a blue or black sock.

[0016] Anotherareathatcanbe marked with a different
colour is the heel area, if the sock is worn with closed
shoes.

[0017] As mentioned, the mark on the pairs of socks
can be used not only to distinguish similar colours but
also to indicate the manufacturing origin.
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[0018] Inthe latter case, a particular manufacturer can
be assigned a certain mark with different shape and col-
our.

[0019] For example, manufacturer A can be assigned
a mark in the form of a straight strip, manufacturer B a
curved or sinusoidal strip and for manufacturer C, the toe
of the sock may be marked in a different colour from that
of the pair of socks.

[0020] In other words, the customer can assign each
manufacturer a mark of a specific colour and shape, so
that the pairs of socks produced by one supplier cannot
be confused with those of another, even though they have
the same background colour.

[0021] The mark according to the invention can also
be used to distinguish not only socks with identical or
similar colours but also socks of the same colour but dif-
ferent size.

[0022] This solution avoids confusion between two
socks of the same colour but different size, especially for
very similar sizes.

[0023] It often happens that, after washing, the larger-
sized sock becomes shorter so that it can be confused
with the corresponding smaller-sized sock.

[0024] Advantageously, the mark for socks according
to the invention also allows the customer to draw up a
table which combines the background of a pair of socks
of a certain colour with the relative mark which will be a
different colour and shape and/or in a different position
according to the manufacturer to whom the order is as-
signed.

[0025] Again advantageously, it can be observed that
the mark according to the invention could be extensively
used not only in families but also in community facilities
such as colleges, religious institutes or homes for the
elderly, where many people live together and where the
personnel who work in the laundries and ironing rooms
have to sort a considerable number of garments for each
person, including socks with evident and recurrent risk
of confusion.

[0026] Furthermore, preferably but not exclusively, the
invention can be applied in socks produced by machines
of the "twin cylinder" type with which it is known to be
impossible to produce any sort of embroidered element
that could act as a distinguishing mark.

[0027] The above-mentioned objects and advantages
will be better illustrated by the description of preferred
embodiments, provided by way of non-limiting examples,
with reference to the accompanying drawings in which:

- Figure 1 shows a pair of socks bearing the mark of
the invention on the toe;

- Figure 2 shows a variant of the pair of socks of Figure
1 bearing the mark of the invention on the heel;

- Figure 3 shows a variant of the pair of socks of Figure
1 bearing the mark of the invention laterally to the
area of the sole of the foot;

- Figure 4 shows a variant of the socks of Figure 1
bearing the mark of the invention which covers the
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entire toe of the sock.

[0028] In the following description, "background" of a
pair of socks indicates the uniform colour of the socks
themselves as opposed to the colour of the mark which
is different from the uniform colour, or "background", of
the pair of socks.

[0029] Figure 1 shows a pair of socks, indicated by 1
and 2 respectively, having an identical colour, for exam-
ple blue.

[0030] On the toes, 11 and 21 respectively, of the
socks 1 and 2, there is a strip of colour that acts as a
mark, indicated by 3, which in the case of the example
is white and is woven together with the sock.

[0031] In a different embodiment of the invention, the
strip, in a different colour from that of the sock, instead
of being woven together, can be applied to the sock, for
example by stitching of the strip to the sock or with ad-
hesives or similar fixing means.

[0032] Naturally, weaving is the preferred embodi-
ment, since in this way the mark 3 cannot be lost.
[0033] Figure 2 shows a variant of the invention where
the mark, now indicated by 31, is positioned in any area
of the background of the pair of socks now indicated by
10 and 20, for example in areas 12 and 13 corresponding
to the heel, as can be clearly seen in Figure 2.

[0034] The mark of the invention can also be posi-
tioned below the sole of the foot or at the side of the
same, as can be seen in socks 30 and 40 of Figure 3,
where it is indicated by reference number 32.

[0035] Inanother embodiment of the invention, shown
in Figure 4, the mark of the invention, indicated now by
33, consists of a different toe colour for the entire sock
or for part of it, 50 and 60.

[0036] Naturally, both the toes 33 of the pair of socks
50 and 60 will have the same colour, but this will be dif-
ferent from that of the background of the pair of socks 50
and 60.

[0037] It can be seen that the toe areas 33 can be in
a plain colour or patterned, for example striped, and this
serves also to identify the manufacturing source of the
sock.

[0038] A further variant of the invention is shown in
Figure 5, where the mark 34 of the invention is positioned
on the edge of each sock of the pair of socks now indi-
cated by 70 and 80, respectively.

[0039] Another variant of the invention is shown in Fig-
ure 6, where it can be seen that the mark 35, which is a
portion of fabric of different colour from the background
colour of the pair of socks 90 and 100, has a geometrical
form, in this case a lozenge, and is positioned on the part
of the sock that covers part of the leg.

[0040] All the variants of the invention can advanta-
geously apply to socks manufactured by "twin cylinder"
type machines which, although structurally they do not
permit the production of embroidered motifs, are never-
theless suitable for providing colour variations by means
of stripes in various sizes on the toe, heel or edge of the
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sock in a different colour from that of the background.
[0041] Inpractice, when the order is placed, in addition
to specifying quantities, sizes and colours of the pairs of
socks ordered, the customer will indicate, for example
by means of a table, the mark required for each colour
ordered, in terms of both colour and shape, to distinguish
each pair of socks.

[0042] Inthis way, each manufacturer can be assigned
amark, the colour and shape of which will always identify
the manufacturing source, even after the socks have
been put on sale and removed from the original packag-
ing in which they were delivered to the customer.
[0043] It should be noted that, in particular when the
marks take the form of a strip of colour, they can be woven
or glued as mentioned previously, or they can be sewn
in the chosen area so as to be permanently combined
with the pair of socks to be marked.

[0044] From the above description, it is clear that the
mark carried out according to the invention achieves the
pre-established objects.

[0045] The object of marking a pair of socks of the
same colour using an unambiguous colour that prevents
incorrect pairing due to confusion with socks having sim-
ilar colours is achieved.

[0046] The object of identifying socks having back-
ground of the same colour but originating from different
supplier firms is also achieved.

[0047] The object of identifying pairs of socks of the
same colour but different sizes is also achieved.

[0048] In practice variations can be made to the mark
of the invention, in particular as regards the colour and
positioning of the mark.

[0049] The above-mentioned variations must be con-
sidered protected by the present patent, provided that
they fall within the scope of the following claims.

[0050] Where technical features mentioned in any
claim are followed by reference signs, those reference
sings have been included for the sole purpose of increas-
ing the intelligibility of the claims and accordingly such
reference signs do not have any limiting effect on the
interpretation of each element identified by way of exam-
ple by such reference signs.

Claims

1. Mark (3; 31; 32; 33; 34; 35) for a pair of socks (1, 2;
10, 20; 30, 40; 50, 60; 70, 80; 90, 100), character-
ised in that it consists of atleast one portion of fabric,
combined with each sock of said pair of socks, having
the same colour for each sock of said pair of socks,
but different from the colour constituting the back-
ground of said pair of socks.

2. Mark (3; 31; 32; 33; 34; 35) according to claim 1),
characterised in that said at least one portion of
fabric consists of at least one strip of fabric.
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Mark (3) according to claim 2), characterised in that
said at least one strip of fabric is located near the
toe (11, 21) of said socks (1, 2).

Mark (31) according to claim 2), characterised in
that said at least one strip of fabric is located near
the heel of said socks (10, 20).

Mark (32) according to claim 2), characterised in
that said at least one strip of fabric is located near
the sole of the foot of said socks (30, 40).

Mark (34) according to claim 2), characterised in
that said at least one strip of fabric is located near
the edge of each sock (70, 80).

Mark (35) according to claim 2), characterised in
that said at least one strip of fabric is located on the
part of the sock (90, 100) that covers the leg.

Mark (33) according to claim 1), characterised in
that said at least one portion of fabric consists of the
toe of said socks (50, 60) or part of it.

Sock produced by machines of the "twin cylinder"
type, characterised in that it features a mark ac-
cording to any one of the claims from 1) to 8).

Mark (3; 31; 32; 33; 34; 35) according to any one of
the claims from 1) to 8), characterised in that said
at least one portion of fabric is combined with said
pair of socks by means of weaving.

Mark (3; 31; 32; 33; 34; 35) according to any one of
the claims from 1) to 8), characterised in that said
at least one portion of fabric is combined with said
pair of socks by stitching.

Mark (3; 31; 32; 33; 34; 35) according to any one of
the claims from 1) to 8), characterised in that said
at least one portion of fabric is combined with said
pair of socks by gluing.
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