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(54) Apparatus for practicing water and/or snow sports

(57) The present invention relates to an apparatus
for practicing water and/or snow sports, comprising a
towing element (1) with a driving assembly, and a sup-
porting element (10) for supporting in the air a user as-

sociated with the towing element through a towing cable
(20).

Control means (21), associated to the supporting el-
ement, for controlling the driving assembly being more-
over provided.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to an apparatus
for practicing water and/or snow sports.
[0002] Are already known sports in which a person is
pulled through a pulling or towing cable, such as, for ex-
ample, water skiing: however, said sport practices are
severely limited and, most importantly, require a person
for driving the pulling or towing apparatus.
[0003] Thus, it should be apparent that the above men-
tioned limitation is very objectable, since a person en-
gaged in such a sport cannot manage at will the sports
performance and the patterns and/or paths to be fol-
lowed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] Accordingly, the aim of the present invention is
to solve the above mentioned problem, by providing an
apparatus for practicing water and/or snow sports, allow-
ing a user to directly control the sport activity perform-
ance, thereby fitting to a broad range of sports situations.
[0005] within the scope of the above mentioned aim,
a main object of the invention is to provide such an ap-
paratus which can be freely used both for nautical or wa-
ter sports and for snow sports, while providing the user
with a maximum degree of movement freedom.
[0006] Another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide such an apparatus for practicing nautical or water
and/or snow sports which, owing to its specifically de-
signed features is very reliable and safe in operation.
[0007] Another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide such a sports apparatus which can be easily made
starting from easily available elements and materials and
which, moreover, is very competitive from a mere eco-
nomic standpoint.
[0008] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, the above mentioned aim and objects, as well as
yet other objects, which will become more apparent here-
inafter, are achieved by an apparatus for practicing nau-
tical or water and/or snow sports, characterized in that
said apparatus comprises a towing element with a driving
assembly, and a supporting element for supporting in the
air a user associated with said towing element through
a towing cable, control means for controlling said driving
assembly, associated to said supported element, being
moreover provided.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] Further characteristics and advantages of the
present invention will become more apparent hereinafter
from the following disclosure of some preferred, though
not exclusive, embodiments of an apparatus for practic-
ing nautical or water and/or snow sports, which is illus-
trated, by way of an indicative, but not limitative, example

in the accompanying drawings, where:

Figure 1 is a schematic view showing the apparatus
according to the invention for a water use, with a
user arranged on the towing element thereof;
Figure 2 shows that same apparatus with the user
suspended in the air;
Figure 3 shows that same apparatus with the user
arranged on the towing element and with a support-
ing element including a supporting rotor; and
Figure 4 shows the embodiment of figure 3, with the
user raised and/suspended in the air.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODI-
MENTS

[0010] With reference to the number references of the
above mentioned figures, the apparatus for practicing
nautical or water and/or snow sports, according to the
present invention, comprises a towing element, generally
indicated by the reference number 1, which can comprise
a boat, such as a water motorcycle or the like, in a case
in which the subject apparatus is used for practicing nau-
tical sports or, optionally, a snowcat, if the apparatus is
used on snow.
[0011] With the towing element is associated a driving
assembly, designed for allowing the towing element to
independently move.
[0012] More specifically, on the towing element is cou-
pled a supporting element, generally indicated by the ref-
erence number 10 in figures 1 and 2, which is advanta-
geously made of a parakite type of construction, to which
is coupled a saddle portion 11, allowing the use to be
properly arranged.
[0013] As shown in figure 1, the saddle portion 11 is
coupled to the towing element 1.
[0014] For practicing the intended sports activity, it is
necessary to allow the towing element to achieve a given
speed, thereby causing the supporting element to be
raised in the air, and, to that end, a towing cable 20 is
herein provided.
[0015] The main feature of the invention is that the driv-
ing or control means, generally indicated by the reference
number 21, are arranged on the supporting element, to
allow the user, controlling the towing element, to further
control, by suitable control elements, either the raising
or lowering movements of the parakite, to perform all the
desired air movement patterns.
[0016] In this connection it should be pointed out that
the commands may be transmitted either directly,
through transmitting cables, or through an electric cou-
pling, of the so-called "fly by wire" type.
[0017] According to a modified embodiment based on
the same concept of the above disclosed embodiment,
and which is shown in figures 3 and 4, the supporting
element, which is herein indicated by the reference
number 30, comprises a rotor 31, as an helicopter, and
includes a plurality of foldable blades, made of a plastics
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material, or a combined plastics and cloth material, and
including several parts, which can be threaded into one
another, and being preferably foldable and their length
being susceptible to be easily increased or decreased.
[0018] In this embodiment too, the supporting element
allows the user to freely fly; in such an activity, the user
will directly control the towing element which, as above
disclosed, can comprise either a boat or, optionally, a
snowcat.
[0019] From the above disclosure it should be appar-
ent that the invention fully achieves the intended aim and
objects.
[0020] In fact, the invention has provided a very oper-
atively flexible construction, i.e. an apparatus allowing a
user to freely choose his/her sports pattern, while easily
controlling all the sports movements.
[0021] The invention, as disclosed, is susceptible to
several modifications and variations, all of which will
come within the scope of the invention.
[0022] Moreover, all the constructional details can be
replaced by other technically equivalent elements.
[0023] In practicing the invention, the used materials,
as well as the contingent size and shapes, can be any,
depending on requirements.

Claims

1. An apparatus for practicing water and/or snow
sports, characterized in that said apparatus com-
prises a towing element including a driving assem-
bly, and a supporting element for supporting in the
air a user associated with said towing element,
through a towing cable, control means for controlling
said driving assembly, associated with said support-
ing element, being moreover provided.

2. An apparatus, according to the preceding claim,
characterized in that said towing element compris-
es a boat.

3. An apparatus, according to the preceding claims,
characterized in that said towing element compris-
es a snowcat.

4. An apparatus, according to one or more of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that said support-
ing element comprises a parakite.

5. An apparatus, according to one or more of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that said support-
ing element comprises a rotor construction.

6. An apparatus, according to one or more of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that said rotor con-
struction comprises a plurality of foldable blades
made of a plastics material or of a plastics-cloth ma-
terial.

7. An apparatus, according to one or more of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that said rotor com-
prises straight plastics or plastics and cloth blades
including a plurality of blade parts, which can be
threaded into one another or folded, and with a var-
iable length.

8. An apparatus, according to one or more of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that on said sup-
porting element are provided control or driving
means for controlling the raising and lowering move-
ments of the supporting element.

9. An apparatus, according to one or more of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that said driving
assembly control means comprises control cables.

10. An apparatus, according to one or more of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that said driving
assembly control means comprise electric controls
of a so-called "fly by wire" type.
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