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(54) Sheet handling device and process

(57)  The sheet handling device (1) comprises a con-
nection module for transporting sheets (3) from a printer
(4) to a cutter (5) for cutting the sheets (3) to define doc-
uments (3a,3b), and a receiver (7) for receiving the doc-
uments (3a,3b) from the cutter (5) and for feeding them
to a discharge device (8). The receiver (7) is directly con-
nectable in line to the printer (4), such that documents
(3a,3b) are printed by the printer (4) and are subsequently

handled while maintaining the sequence in which they
were printed. The sheet handling process consists of cut-
ting the sheets (3) to separate the documents (3a,3b),
collecting the cut documents (3a,3b) and making them
available for subsequent processing. The sheets are di-
rectly fed from the printer (4) to the device (1) in line to
the printer (4), such that documents (3a,3b) are printed
by the printer (4) and are subsequently handled while
maintaining the sequence in which they were printed.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-13,19-28

A sheet handling device and process comprising a connection
module for transporting sheets to a cutter for cutting the
sheets to define documents, and a receiver directly
connectable in line to a printer for receiving the documents
from the cutter and for feeding them to a discharge device.

2. claims: 1,14-18,29-33

A storage element for temporary storing documents having a
closed path and arranged to receive and store documents and
release them on request, and a sheet handling device
comprising such a storage element.
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