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(54)  Cutter head drive

(57)  Device for the excavation and removal of mate-
rial from a bottom of a water body, comprising a cutter
member (9) for loosening the soil material and a dis-
charge pipe line (7) for the loosened soil material, as well
as asupport structure, such as aladder (1), for supporting
the discharge pipe line (7), wherein the soil material is
transported through the discharge pipe line (7) by means
of a pump (15), furthermore provided with rotation means
(11,12,...) for rotation of the cutter member, wherein the
cutter member (9) has a number of cutting means (33)

and defines a space between the cutting means and the
entrance of the discharge pipe line, wherein at the en-
trance of the discharge pipe line a filling piece (8) is ar-
ranged, provided with a suction passage (51) between
the entrance and the space in order to define a suction
mouth, wherein the exit opening of the suction passage
to the discharge pipe line contains the centre line (S) of
the discharge pipe line and the rotary centre line of the
cutter member.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-6, 7, 12-15

Device for the excavation and removal of material, with a
cutter member, a discharge pipe line, a pump and means for
rotation of the cutter member, WHEREIN at the entrance of
the discharge pipe line a filling piece is arranged,
provided with a suction passage with an exit opening.

2. claims: 8, 9, 16; 17, 18

Device for the excavation and removal of material, with a
cutter member, a discharge pipe line, a pump and means for
rotation of the cutter member, WHEREIN the rotation means
comprise a drive casing, which is connected to the cutter
member, AND WHEREIN the drive casing is externally rotatably
bearing mounted.

3. claims: 10, 11; 19-25

Device for the excavation and removal of material, with a
cutter member, a discharge pipe line, a pump and means for
rotation of the cutter member, WHEREIN the rotation means
comprise a drive casing, which is connected to the cutter
member, AND WHEREIN the drive casing is provided with a
placement support for detachable attachment of the cutter
member thereon.
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