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(54) Closure device for drinking vessel

(57)  Aclosure device (100) for use at the opening of
a drinking vessel (10), comprises a body (110) for con-
nection to the drinking vessel (10) at its opening (8), and
a valve comprising a valve member (120) supported by
the body (110) for movement relative thereto between
an inner open position allowing flowing out of liquid from
inside the drinking vessel (10) through its opening (8)
and an outer closed position sealing off the opening (8).
A spring (130) is included to resiliently bias the valve
member (120) towards the closed position. The valve
member (120) has an internal passage (X) through which
liquid from inside the drinking vessel (10) may flow out
when the valve member (120) is in the open position.
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, hamely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.
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As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.
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Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, nhamely claims:

[

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

1-5,8-16

D The present supplementary European search report has been drawn up for those parts
of the European patent application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the
claims (Rule 164 (1) EPC).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-5,8-16

A closure device for use at the opening of a drinking
vessel, comprising: a body for connection to said drinking
vessel at said opening; a valve comprising a valve member
supported by the body for movement relative thereto between
an inner open position allowing flowing out of liquid from
inside said drinking vessel through said opening and an
outer closed position sealing off said opening; and spring
means resiliently biasing the valve member

towards the closed position; whereby the valve member has an
internal passage through which liquid from inside said
drinking vessel may flow out when the valve member is in the
open position

further comprising a tear strip provided immediately behind
the mouthpiece and retaining the valve member in the closed
position.

2. claims: 6,7

A closure device for use at the opening of a drinking
vessel, comprising: a body for connection to said drinking
vessel at said opening; a valve comprising a valve member
supported by the body for movement relative thereto between
an inner open position allowing flowing out of liquid from
inside said drinking vessel through said opening and an
outer closed position sealing off said opening; and spring
means resiliently biasing the valve member

towards the closed position; whereby the valve member has an
internal passage through which liquid from inside said
drinking vessel may flow out when the valve member is in the
open position

characterized in that it includes a closing member
engageable upon the protruding part of the valve member

to close the passage.
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