
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
1 

88
7 

21
6

A
1

��&������
�����
(11) EP 1 887 216 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
13.02.2008 Bulletin 2008/07

(21) Application number: 06016135.3

(22) Date of filing: 02.08.2006

(51) Int Cl.:
F02M 63/00 (2006.01) F02M 61/16 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC NL PL PT RO SE SI 
SK TR
Designated Extension States: 
AL BA HR MK YU

(71) Applicant: SIEMENS AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT
80333 München (DE)

(72) Inventor: Cipriani, Emiliano, Dr.
57100 Livorno (IT)

(54) Thermal compensation arrangement in an injection valve

(57) Thermal compensation arrangement (14) for an
injection valve (10). The thermal compensation arrange-
ment (14) comprises a casing (45) being coupable to the
housing (12) and comprising a recess (54), a piston (46)
axially movable in the recess (54) and being coupable to
a valve needle actuator unit (16), the piston (46) having
a lateral surface (60), a first front surface (58) pointing in
axial direction and a second front surface (59) pointing
in axial direction and away from the first front surface
(58), a gap (65) between the lateral surface (60) of the
piston and the casing (45), a first piston channel (61a)
being arranged in the piston (46) and extending from the
first front surface (58) to the second front surface (59) of
the piston (46), and a second piston channel (61b) ex-
tending from the lateral surface (60) to the first piston
channel (61a) thereby enabling a fluid flow through the
second piston channel (61b) between the gap (65) and
a recess section (66) extending in axial direction between
the first front surface (58) of the piston (46) and the casing
(45).
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a thermal compensa-
tion arrangement for an injection valve and an injection
valve.
[0002] Injection valves are in wide spread use, in par-
ticular for internal combustion engines where they may
be arranged in order to dose the fluid into an intake man-
ifold of the internal combustion engine or directly into the
combustion chamber of a cylinder of the internal com-
bustion engine.
[0003] Injection valves for an internal combustion en-
gine comprise actuator units. In order to inject fuel, the
actuator unit is energized so that a fluid flow through the
fluid outlet portion of the injection valve is enabled.
[0004] In order to enhance the combustion process in
view of the creation of unwanted emissions, the respec-
tive injection valve may be suited to dose fluids under
very high pressures. The pressures may be in case of a
gasoline engine, for example the range of up to 200 bar
or in the case of diesel engines in the range of up to 2,000
bar. The injection of fluids under such high pressures has
to be carried out very precisely.
[0005] The object of the invention is to create a thermal
compensation arrangement which facilitates a reliable
and precise function of the injection valve.
[0006] These objects are achieved by features of the
independent claims. Advantageous embodiments of the
invention are given in the sub-claims.
[0007] According to a first aspect the invention is dis-
tinguished by a thermal compensation arrangement for
an injection valve, the injection valve comprising a hous-
ing including a central longitudinal axis, the housing com-
prising a cavity, a valve needle axially movable in the
cavity, and an actuator unit being coupled to the valve
needle and enabling the axial movement of the valve
needle relative to the housing upon actuation of the ac-
tuator unit. The thermal compensation arrangement
comprises a casing being coupable to the housing and
comprising a recess, a piston axially movable in the re-
cess and being coupable to the actuator unit. The piston
has a lateral surface, a first front surface pointing in axial
direction and a second front surface pointing in axial di-
rection and away from the first front surface. Further-
more, the thermal compensation arrangement comprises
a gap being formed in the recess and extending in radial
direction between the lateral surface of the piston and
the casing, a first piston channel being arranged in the
piston and extending from the first front surface to the
second front surface of the piston, and a second piston
channel extending from the lateral surface to the first pis-
ton channel thereby enabling a fluid flow through the sec-
ond piston channel between the gap and a recess section
extending in axial direction between the first front surface
of the piston and the casing.
[0008] This has the advantage that in the case of an
axial movement of the piston in direction to the actuator
unit a high fluid flow rate from the gap to the recess sec-

tion between the front surface and the casing via the pis-
ton channels is possible. In this case a high circulation
flow rate of the fluid flowing from the recess section be-
tween the front surface and the casing through the gap
and the piston channels back to the recess section be-
tween the front surface and the casing is possible. By
this deposits of components of the fluid in the recess and
in particular in the gap can be prevented.
[0009] In an advantageous embodiment the thermal
compensation arrangement has a groove being arranged
on the lateral surface of the piston and being hydraulically
coupled to the second piston channel. This allows a good
performance of the fluid flow from the gap into the piston
channel.
[0010] In a further advantageous embodiment the
groove is extending circumferentially over the lateral sur-
face of the piston. The advantage of this is that a good
fluid flow performance from the whole gap over the whole
circumference of the piston into the piston channel is pos-
sible.
[0011] According to a second aspect the invention is
distinguished by an injection valve comprising a thermal
compensation arrangement.
[0012] Exemplary embodiments of the invention are
explained in the following with the help of schematic
drawings. These are as follows:

Figure 1, an injection valve in a longitudinal section
view,

Figure 2, an enlarged view of a part of the injection
valve according to figure 1 with a thermal
compensation arrangement,

Figure 3, an enlarged view of the thermal compensa-
tion arrangement for the injection valve in a
first operating condition, and

Figure 4, an enlarged view of the thermal compensa-
tion arrangement for the injection valve in a
second operating condition.

[0013] Elements of the same design and function that
appear in different illustrations are identified by the same
reference characters.
[0014] An injection valve 10 (figure 1) that is used as
a fuel injection valve for an internal combustion engine,
comprises a housing 12, a thermal compensation ar-
rangement 14 and an actuator unit 16.
[0015] The housing 12 has a tubular shape. The actu-
ator unit 16 is inserted into the housing 12 and comprises
a piezo actuator, which changes its axial length depend-
ing on a control signal applied to it. The actuator unit 16
may, however, also comprise another type of actuator,
which is known to person skilled in the art for that purpose.
Such an actuator may be, for example, a solenoid.
[0016] The injection valve 10 comprises a valve body
20 with a central longitudinal axis A and a cavity 24 which
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is axially led through the valve body 20. On one of the
free ends of the cavity 24, a fluid outlet portion 28 is
formed which is closed or open depending on the axial
position of a valve needle 22. The injection valve 10 fur-
ther has a fluid inlet portion 26 which is arranged in the
housing 12 and which is hydraulically coupled to the cav-
ity 24 and a not shown fuel connector. The fuel connector
is designed to be connected to a high pressure fuel cham-
ber of an internal combustion engine, the fuel is stored
under high pressure, for example, under the pressure
above 200 bar.
[0017] The valve body 20 has a valve body spring rest
32 and the valve needle 22 comprises a valve needle
spring rest 34, both spring rests 32, 34 supporting a main
spring 30 arranged between the valve body 20 and the
valve needle 22.
[0018] The injection valve 10 is of an outward opening
type. In an alternative embodiment of the injection valve
10 may be of an inward opening type. Between the valve
needle 22 and the valve body 20 a bellow 36 is arranged
which is sealingly coupling the valve body 20 with the
valve needle 22. By this a fluid flow between the cavity
24 and a chamber 38 is prevented. Furthermore, the bel-
low 36 is formed and arranged in a way that the valve
needle 22 is actuable by the actuator unit 16.
[0019] Figure 2 shows a longitudinal sectional view of
the thermal compensation arrangement 14 arranged in
the housing 12 and coupled to the actuator unit 16.
[0020] The thermal compensation unit 14 has a casing
45 of a cylindrical shape which has a recess 54, in which
a piston 46 is arranged which is of a cylindrical shape
and extends in the axial direction of the casing 45 and is
coupled to the actuator unit 16 by a connecting bar 48.
[0021] The thermal compensation unit 14 comprises a
sealing element 50 arranged in a piston rest 51 being
part of the casing 45 and supporting the piston 46 in an
initial state of the thermal compensation unit 14 as de-
scribed below.
[0022] A spring retaining element 42 is mechanically
coupled to the thermal compensation unit 14 by the con-
necting bar 48. A compensation spring 44 is arranged
between the sealing element 50 of the thermal compen-
sation unit 14 and a spring retaining element spring rest
52 of the spring retaining element 42 to support the com-
pensation spring 44.
[0023] The thermal compensation arrangement 14 is
rigidly coupled to the housing 12 of the injection valve 10
by a welding seam 56 extending circumferentially over a
side surface 57 of the casing 45 of the thermal compen-
sation arrangement 14.
[0024] Figure 3 and 4 show the thermal compensation
arrangement 14 in a longitudinal sectional and in large
detailed view. The piston 46 of the thermal compensation
arrangement 14 has a first front surface 58 pointing in
axial direction away from the actuator unit 16 and a sec-
ond front surface 59 pointing in axial direction and facing
the actuator unit 16 thereby pointing away from the first
front surface 58. The cylindrical shaped piston 46 further-

more has a lateral surface 60 extending between the first
front surface 58 and the second front surface 59.
[0025] Between the lateral surface 60 of the piston 46
and the casing 45 of the thermal compensation arrange-
ment 14, a gap 65 is formed being a part of the recess
54 of the casing 45. Between the first front surface 58 of
the piston 46 and the casing 45 a recess section 66 is
extending in axial direction. Between the second front
surface 59 of the piston 46 and the sealing element 50
a bottom recess section 67 is arranged. The recess sec-
tion 66 and the bottom recess section 67 are part of the
recess 54 of the casing 45.
[0026] It will be described in the following that the re-
cess section 66 and the bottom recess section 67 are
changing their volumes in the case of an axial movement
of the piston 46 in the casing 45.
[0027] A first piston channel 61a is arranged in the pis-
ton 46 and extends from the first front surface 58 of the
piston 46 to the second front surface 59 of the piston 46.
The first piston channel 61a allows a hydraulic coupling
of the recess section 66 between the first front surface
58 of the piston 46 and the casing 45 and the bottom
recess section 67 extending between the sealing element
50 and the second front surface 59 of the piston 46.
[0028] A second piston channel 61b is extending from
the lateral surface 60 of the piston 46 to the first piston
channel 61a. The second piston channel 61b enables a
hydraulic coupling between the gap 65 and the first piston
channel 61a.
[0029] On the lateral surface 60 of the piston 46 a
groove 62 is arranged in the piston 46 which extends
circumferentially over the lateral surface 60 of the piston
46 and is hydraulically coupled to the second piston chan-
nel 61b. By this a good hydraulic coupling of the gap 65
to the second piston channel 61b can be obtained. The
width of the groove 62 in axial direction is larger than the
width of the second piston channel 61b. By that the
groove 62 and the second piston channel 61b are forming
a funnel with good values for the fluid dynamic properties
of the hydraulic coupling between the gap 65 and the
second piston channel 61b.
[0030] At one end of the first piston channel 61a on
the first front surface 58 of the piston 46 a flap 64 is ar-
ranged.
[0031] In the following, the function of the injection
valve 10 will be described:
[0032] The fuel is led from the fluid inlet portion 26 in
the housing 12 towards the valve body 20 and then to-
wards the fluid outlet portion 28.
[0033] The valve needle 22 prevents a fluid flow
through the fluid outlet portion 28 in the valve body in a
closing position of the valve needle 22. Outside of the
closing position of the valve needle 22, the valve needle
22 enables the fluid flow through the fluid outlet portion
28.
[0034] In the case that the actuator unit 16 has a piezo
electric actuator, the piezo electric actuator may change
its axial length if it gets energized. By changing its length
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the actuator unit 16 may effect a force on the valve needle
22. Due to the elasticity of the bellow 36 the valve needle
22 is able to move in axial direction out of the closing
position. Outside the closing position of the valve needle
22 there is a gap between the valve body 20 and the
valve needle 22 at an axial end of the injection valve 10
facing away from the actuator unit 16. The gap is forming
a valve nozzle 29.
[0035] The main spring 30 can force the valve needle
22 via the valve needle spring rest 34 towards the actu-
ator unit 16. In the case the actuator unit 16 is de-ener-
gized the actuator unit 16 shortens its length. Due to the
elasticity of the bellow 36 the main spring 30 can force
the valve needle 22 to move in axial direction its closing
position. It is depending on the force balance between
the force on the valve needle 22 caused by the actuator
unit 16 and the force on the valve needle 22 caused by
the main spring 30 whether the valve needle 22 is in its
closing position or not. If the valve needle 22 is not in its
closing position a fuel flow is enabled through the valve
nozzle 29.
[0036] The thermal compensation arrangement 14
serves two purposes: first the compensation of changes
of the length of the actuator unit 16 due to thermal vari-
ations which are comparable slow changes and second
the compensation of impulsive forces of the actuator unit
16 due to an energizing and a de-energizing of the actu-
ator unit 16 which result in relative fast movements of the
piston 46 in the casing 45 of the thermal compensation
arrangement 14. In the following the function of the ther-
mal compensation arrangement 14 concerning the fast
movements of the piston 46 due to energizing and de-
energizing of the actuator unit 16 will be described in
detail:
[0037] In figure 3 the thermal compensation arrange-
ment 14 is shown in its initial state. This means that the
actuator unit 16 is de-energized and the piston 46 is in
contact with the piston rest 51 due to the spring forces
of the compensation spring 44.
[0038] If the actuator unit 16 is energized and therefore
changes its length to move the valve needle 22 out of
the closing position simultaneously the piston 46 in the
recess 54 of the casing 45 is moved in axial direction in
a first piston movement direction P1 (Fig. 3) away from
the sealing element 50. This movement causes a pres-
sure wave in the recess section 66 between the first front
surface 58 of the piston 46 and the casing 45 of the ther-
mal compensation arrangement 14. The pressure wave
in the fluid forces the fluid in the recess 54 to flow in a
fluid flow direction F from the recess section 66 to the
gap 65. When the piston 46 starts to move in the first
piston direction P1 the piston 46 looses contact with the
piston rest 51 allowing the fluid flowing from the gap 65
to the bottom recess section 67 adjacent to the sealing
element 50. During this the volume of the bottom recess
section 67 is increasing while the volume of the recess
section 66 is decreasing. As the pressure wave in the
recess section 66 caused by the movement of the piston

46 forces the flap 64 to be closed a fluid flow through the
first piston channel 61a is prevented.
[0039] If the actuator unit 16 is de-energized and con-
sequently, the actuator unit 16 shortens its length to force
the valve needle 22 to move in axial direction into its
closing position, the piston 46 of the thermal compensa-
tion arrangement 14 is forced to move in a second piston
movement direction P2 (Fig. 4) towards the sealing ele-
ment 50. During this the volume of the recess section 66
is increasing and the volume of the bottom recess section
67 is decreasing. The movement of the piston 46 creates
a pressure wave in the fluid being in the first piston chan-
nel 61a which opens the flap 64. By this fluid flows through
the first piston channel 61a into the recess section 66
between the first front surface 58 of the piston 46 and
the casing 54.
[0040] Due to the pressure wave of the fluid in the first
piston channel 61a, low pressure is generated in the sec-
ond piston channel 61b which allows to suck fluid from
the gap 65 into the second piston channel 61b and further
into the first piston channel 61a. By this a good circulation
of fluid in the gap 65 is achieved. Additionally, the groove
62 allows sucking the fluid in the gap 65 into the second
piston channel 61b over the whole circumference of the
piston 46. Due to the second piston channel 61b a good
circulation of fluid from the piston channel 61a to the re-
cess section 66 and further to the gap 65 and the second
piston channel 61b in fluid flow direction F is possible.
By this a deposition of components of the fluid in the
recess 54 and in particular in the gap 65 may be prevent-
ed.

Claims

1. Thermal compensation arrangement (14) for an in-
jection valve (10), the injection valve (10) comprising

- a housing (12) including a central longitudinal
axis (A), the housing (12) comprising a cavity
(24),
- a valve needle (22) axially movable in the cavity
(24), and
- an actuator unit (16) being coupled to the valve
needle (22) and enabling the axial movement of
the valve needle (22) relative to the housing (12)
upon actuation of the actuator unit (16),

the thermal compensation arrangement (14) com-
prising

- a casing (45) being coupable to the housing
(12) and comprising a recess (54),
- a piston (46) axially movable in the recess (54)
and being coupable to the actuator unit (16), the
piston (46) having a lateral surface (60), a first
front surface (58) pointing in axial direction and
a second front surface (59) pointing in axial di-
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rection and away from the first front surface (58),
- a gap (65) being formed in the recess (54) and
extending in radial direction between the lateral
surface (60) of the piston and the casing (45),
- a first piston channel (61a) being arranged in
the piston (46) and extending from the first front
surface (58) to the second front surface (59) of
the piston (46), and
- a second piston channel (61b) extending from
the lateral surface (60) to the first piston channel
(61a) thereby enabling a fluid flow through the
second piston channel (61b) between the gap
(65) and a recess section (66) extending in axial
direction between the first front surface (58) of
the piston (46) and the casing (45).

2. Thermal compensation arrangement (14) in accord-
ance with claim 1 with a groove (62) being arranged
on the lateral surface (60) of the piston (46) and being
hydraulically coupled to the second piston channel
(61b).

3. Thermal compensation arrangement (14) in accord-
ance with claim 2 with the groove (62) extending cir-
cumferentially over the lateral surface (60) of the pis-
ton (46).

4. Injection valve (10) comprising the thermal compen-
sation arrangement (14) in accordance with one of
the preceding claims.
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