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(54) Data entry method and system for personal computer, and corresponding computer readable 
medium

(57) In one aspect of the present invention a user
can rapidly enter and search for data, such as text, using
a data entry system by entering one or more characters
on a digital keyboard with a pointing device. With the
digital keyboard the user can create words, phrases and
other character sequences. As the user enters a charac-
ter sequence, a mechanism for character prediction vis-
ually informs the user of which set of characters on the
digital keyboard are most likely to have the character that
the user wishes to next enter as part of the text. In another
aspect of the present invention, as the user forms a char-
acter sequence (partial text entry), the character se-
quence is used to search a dictionary for a set of com-
pletion candidates that begin with the character se-
quence. The data entry system retrieves completion can-
didates from the dictionary by determining which com-
pletion candidates in the dictionary are more likely to be
the ones that the user is attempting to type. A rapid nav-
igation system provides for enhanced navigation and re-
trieval of completion candidates from the dictionary.



EP 1 887 451 A3

2



EP 1 887 451 A3

3



EP 1 887 451 A3

4



EP 1 887 451 A3

5



EP 1 887 451 A3

6


	bibliography
	search report

