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Description

Technical Field of the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a resilient con-
necting element for connecting together a pair of chop-
sticks. It furthermore relates to a chopstick arrangement
comprising a resilient element and one pair of chopsticks
which are resiliently connected together by means of said
resilient element.

Technical background

[0002] Every day all over the world plenty of portions
of Chinese food, Sushi and other oriental food are served
at restaurants and take-away’s. These kinds of food are
often served and eaten with chopsticks, and it is common
today even in the Western World to eat with chopsticks.
But all people can not operate or use the chopsticks,
especially when they are not yet used to it. The people
in the Western World have instead been learning to eat
with a fork and a knife. In this operation you are using
both of your hands and therefore you do not need a very
good dexterity. When you are using chopsticks, you have
both chopsticks in the same hand and this operation does
need a good dexterity. Therefore, some kind of device
to facilitate or allow the use of chopsticks is sometimes
desired, at least as a learning tool. Furthermore, in the
Asian countries, where eating with chopsticks is an eve-
ryday occurrence, the younger people and children are
beginners as well and have to learn to operate the chop-
sticks. Thus, in those situations, some kind of device to
facilitate or allow the using of chopsticks, is desirable as
well.
[0003] Chopstick holders are previously known. These
chopstick holders are often rather large devices and
some of them tend to not give necessary stability to the
chopsticks. In addition, known chopstick holders can of-
ten be considered as aids to disabled persons and can
therefore also be considered as negative devices. A way
of helping a user at least to practice holding chopsticks
is disclosed in JP-A-2002 229443. The practicing sheet
disclosed therein is however not intended for actually us-
ing together with the chopsticks during eating, but rather
only for the initial practicing step. Furthermore, some us-
ers find the chopstick holders to be complicated to as-
semble with the chopsticks, even necessitating an elab-
orate user’s guide. In addition, today, it is not always easy
for the users to get hold of a chopstick holder. However,
it should be noted that it is important for users not to loose
their face, especially when the user are sitting among
strangers, such as at a restaurant. Therefore, a chopstick
holder, easy to assemble and easy to use, is desirable.
Accordingly, it is desirable that the chopstick holders are
found where the needs are and it is desirable that the
chopstick holders are not being considered as negative
devices, such as only for disabled persons.

Summary of the invention

[0004] An object of the present invention is to provide
an improved resilient connecting element which at least
partly eliminates at least some of the above mentioned
problems.
[0005] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, this and other objects are achieved by a resilient
connecting element as defined in claim 1. When the dis-
tance between said second breakthrough portions is
equal to the distance between said first breakthrough por-
tions, the chopsticks are in a parallel relationship to one
another, when the resilient connecting element are as-
sembled with the chopsticks. When the distance between
said second breakthrough portions is shorter than the
distance between said first breakthrough portions, a de-
sirable angle between the chopsticks is achieved when
the resilient connecting element is assembled with the
chopsticks and the assembly is used. The combination
of the resilient flexible plate and the position of the two
pairs of breakthrough portions on the resilient flexible
plate, through which breakthrough portions the chop-
sticks at usage are passed, will achieve a gripping action
with the chopsticks to be more stable for the users, as
well as provide the resilient connecting element to be
easy to assemble with the chopsticks. The combination
of the resilient flexible plate and the position of the two
pairs of breakthrough portions also create the desirable
stiffness between the chopsticks, when they are used.
The stiffness is helping the user to keep the chopsticks
in an adequate position for eating and to separate them
again after the release of a gripped food product. Accord-
ingly, a suitable path for the gripping part of the chop-
sticks, between an initial position and a food gripping
position, is achieved. Hence, this helps the user to grip
the food and to keep the food between the chopsticks,
without the need for the necessary dexterity.
[0006] According to an embodiment of the invention,
said distance between said second breakthrough por-
tions is shorter than said distance between said first
breakthrough portions.
[0007] According to an embodiment of the invention,
said second breakthrough portions of each pair of break-
through portions are equally distanced from said imagi-
nary line.
[0008] Further, said two pairs of breakthrough portions
are through holes.
[0009] According to the invention, said second break-
through portions of each pair of breakthrough portions
are interconnected to form one continuous breakthrough
portion. By providing a continuous breakthrough portion
in this way, it will be easier for the users to assemble the
chopsticks with the resilient connecting element, espe-
cially when the chopsticks are formed conically. By inter-
connection the two breakthrough portions this way, it is
also possible to give the resilient connecting element a
contour that resembles for example a happy face in order
to limit the experience of using an aid for disabled.
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[0010] Preferably, said resilient connecting element is
made of resilient plastic material. By using a resilient plas-
tic material, the resilient connecting element is provided
with an improved back spring effect. Accordingly, the el-
ement will strive to achieve its initial position, when the
resilient connecting element is assembled with the chop-
sticks and the assembly is used. Furthermore, by using
a resilient plastic material, the invention could be pro-
duced by for example punching at a very low price.
[0011] According to an embodiment of the invention,
said resilient connecting element is detachably connect-
ed to a food package. By providing the resilient connect-
ing element in this way to a food package, the resilient
connecting element is easily available for the users.
Hence, all of the chopstick users who are receiving the
packages, will also receive the resilient connecting ele-
ment. Thus, the users that have a need for the resilient
connecting element, can have them close at hand. Ac-
cordingly, the users do not have to loose their face, since
the users do not, for example, have to ask separately for
the resilient connecting element. Further on, a connect-
ing element easy and inexpensive to distribute such as
to take-away restaurants and users, is achieved. An easy
user’s manual can also be printed on the packages, and
therefore there is no need for extra or separate guidance.
[0012] According to an embodiment of the invention,
said resilient connecting element is integrated with said
package suitable for food. By providing the resilient con-
necting element in this way to a food package, the resil-
ient connecting element is formed by the food package.
[0013] According to an embodiment of the invention,
the contour of said resilient connecting element is formed
of an indication of fracture in said package suitable for
food, whereby said connecting element can be broken
out of said package. By providing the resilient connecting
element in this way to a food package, the connecting
element can be supplied to the users easily and naturally.
Hence, the users can easily press the resilient connecting
element out of the package, with no need for extra tools.
[0014] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention the chopstick arrangement comprises a resilient
element and one pair of chopsticks as defined in claim 10.
[0015] By providing the chopstick arrangement in this
way, a desirable angle between the chopsticks is
achieved. Thus, the desirable stiffness between the
chopsticks is created. The stiffness is helping the user
to keep the chopsticks in an adequate position for eating
and to separate them again after the release of a gripped
food product. Accordingly, a suitable path for the gripping
part of the chopsticks, between an initial position and an
food gripping position, is achieved. Hence, this helps the
user to grip the food and to keep the food between the
chopsticks, without the need for the necessary dexterity.
[0016] According to an embodiment of the invention,
said resilient element is bent against the resiliency of its
material into said essentially U-shaped form. When the
resilient element is bent against the resiliency of its ma-
terial, the spring action in the element maintaining the

desirable position of the chopsticks. Accordingly, the
chopsticks are connected steadily to the resilient element
and the chopstick arrangement will be more stable for
the user.
[0017] According to an embodiment of the invention,
the breakthrough portions of each pair of breakthrough
portions that are positioned closest to an end of said
chopsticks for gripping food have a larger distance in
relation to one another than the distance between the
other breakthrough portions of each pair of breakthrough
portions, wherein said chopsticks diverge towards said
ends for gripping food. By providing the chopstick ar-
rangement in this way, a suitable and stable handle po-
sition for gripping pieces of food, is achieved.
[0018] Another aspect of the present invention is the
use of a resilient connecting element in combination with
chopsticks for eating food, as defined in claim 14.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0019] The invention will be described in the following
in more detail by means of one embodiment with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings. In the drawings:

Fig. 1 a is a front view showing a chopstick arrange-
ment, when the chopsticks are in a food gripping
position, according to the present invention
Fig. 1b is a side view showing a chopstick arrange-
ment, when the chopsticks are in an initial position,
according to the present invention.
Fig. 2a is a front view showing a chopstick arrange-
ment, when the chopsticks are in a food gripping
position, according to the present invention.
Fig. 2b is a side view showing a chopstick arrange-
ment, when the chopsticks are in a food gripping
position, according to the present invention.
Fig. 3 is a top plan view showing a resilient connect-
ing element, not being a part of the invention.

Detailed Description of a Preferred Embodiment

[0020] A preferred embodiment of the invention will be
described in the following. The examples described
should not be regarded as restricting but merely as illus-
trative examples.
[0021] Fig 1 a and 1 b illustrate a chopstick arrange-
ment 1 according to the present invention, when the
chopsticks 3 are in a initial position. The chopstick ar-
rangement 1 comprises a chopstick holder 2 and a pair
of chopsticks 3. The chopstick holder 2 exemplifies a
resilient connecting element for connecting together a
pair of chopsticks 3, according to the present invention.
The chopstick holder comprises two pairs of holes, a first
pair of holes 4 and 8, and a second pair of holes 5 and
8. Each pair of holes comprises a first hole, 4 and 5, and
a second hole 8. The second hole 8 of each pair of holes
is interconnected to form one continuous hole 8. For a
further description of the holes, consult fig 3. The chop-

3 4 



EP 1 895 877 B1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

sticks 3 comprise two ends, the first end is the end for
gripping food and the second end is the opposite end of
the food gripping end. The chopstick holder 2 is assem-
bled with the chopsticks 3 by way of inserting the food
gripping end of one chopstick 3, first through the ingoing
hole 8 and then through the outgoing hole 5, and as a
second step inserting the food gripping end of the other
chopstick 3, first through the ingoing hole 8 and then
through the outgoing hole 4. The chopsticks are often
conically formed. By providing the chopstick holder 2 ac-
cording to this embodiment, it will be easy for the user to
assemble the chopstick holder 2 with the chopsticks 3,
since the hole 8 is larger than the cross sectional area
of the chopstick 3. In the preferred embodiment the di-
ameter of the outgoing holes 4, 5 is larger than the small-
est diameter of the chopsticks 3 but smaller than the larg-
est diameter of the chopsticks 3. This way a natural "stop"
is created in order to help the user during the assembly
to find a good position for the chopsticks 3 relative the
holder 2. By choosing a suitable length which the food
gripping ends of the chopsticks 3 are inserted in the chop-
stick holder 2, the user can adjust the distance between
the ends for food gripping of the chopsticks 3, and thereby
also adjust the resistance which generates when oper-
ating the chopsticks 3 from the initial position to the food
gripping position. Accordingly, it is easy for the user to
adjust the chopstick arrangement 1 and thus the distance
between the end for gripping of the chopsticks 3, depend-
ing on what kind of food the user is eating and the size
of the food.
[0022] Fig 2a and 2b illustrate a chopstick arrangement
1 according to the present invention, when the chopsticks
3 are in a food gripping position. When the user is holding
the chopsticks 3 in his or her hand 9 and pushes the
chopsticks 3 towards each other from the initial position,
the chopsticks 3 get into the gripping position. Thus, the
distance between the ends for food gripping of the chop-
sticks 3, is smaller than in the initial position and thereby
adjusted for gripping food. During this operation, the
chopstick holder 2 bends between the hole 5 and 4 and
this creates a buckling deformation of the material. Thus,
the outgoing holes 4, 5 are compressed in their inner
part, i.e. the part of the holes 4, 5 that are located towards
one another. Furthermore, during this operation, the out-
er parts of the hole 8 are expanded, i.e. the parts facing
away from one another. Thus, desirable stability of the
movement of the chopsticks, is created since the defor-
mation of the material, i.e. the back spring effect of the
holder 2 is at all times working to resume the initial posi-
tion of the holder 2 and thereby of the chopsticks 3. Then,
when the user stops pushing the chopsticks 3 together,
the distance between the ends for food gripping of the
chopsticks 3 becomes larger again due to the back spring
effect of the chopstick holder 2. During this operation,
the chopsticks 3 are following the desirable path of motion
and are still being stable in the hand 9 of the user.
[0023] Fig. 3 is only used for illustrative purposes. It
shows a chopstick holder 2 with two pairs of holes 4, 6;

5, 7. According to this illustration, the second holes of
each pair of holes constitute two separate holes 6 and
7, instead of the single hole 8 according to the invention.
Each second hole 6, 7 are ingoing holes, when inserting
the ends for gripping food of the chopsticks 3 through the
chopstick holder 2. The first pair of holes 4 and 6 comprise
a first hole 4 and a second hole 6. The second pair of
holes 5, 7 comprise a first hole 5 and a second hole 7.
Each first holes 4, 5 are outgoing holes, when inserting
the ends for gripping food of the chopsticks 3 through the
chopstick holder 2. Between the centres of the first holes
4 and 5 of each pair of holes, an imaginary, i.e. not visible
line extends, with a length b. The second hole 6 is posi-
tioned at a distance c’ from the imaginary line. The sec-
ond hole 7 is positioned at a distance c" from the imagi-
nary line. Each second hole 6, 7 is positioned at a unidi-
rected distance perpendicularly from the imaginary line
extending between each first hole 4, 5. The meaning of
unidirected distance is, according to the present inven-
tion, that each second hole 6, 7, 8 lie on the same side
of the above mentioned imaginary line. A distance a is
the distance between the centres of the holes 6 and 7.
The distance a between the second holes 6 and 7 of each
pair of holes is, according to this embodiment, shorter
than the distance b between the holes 4 and 5. Accord-
ingly, the desirable angle between the chopsticks 3 is
achieved, when assemble the chopstick holder 2 with the
chopsticks 3. Thus, the chopsticks 3 diverge towards the
ends for gripping food. Chopsticks 3 have usually a length
of 15-25 cm and they are preferably inserted in the chop-
stick holder 2 so as to provide an angle between the
chopsticks 3 when assembled with the holder 2 that is
15° - 25°.
[0024] The chopstick holder shall be considered as a
disposable article, i.e. a single use article that can be
produced at low costs. For this reason and to make an
environmentally friendly product at the same time as giv-
ing the holder 2 above described characteristics, it is ad-
vantageous to produce it from a plastic material by injec-
tion moulding and by punching the contour out of a larger
thin plate. The plate is preferably approximately 0,5 - 2
mm thick and the diameter of the round holder 2 is pref-
erably 35-50 mm, with a suitable diameter of 40 mm in
the preferred embodiment. The dimensions of the holder
2 is however dependent on the length of the chopsticks
3 and of the material used for the holder 2. Any other
outer contour than rounded may be used, for example
that of a heart, in combination possibly with a colour of
red for use at Valentines day, to create a specific effect
or reaction.
[0025] The preferred embodiment described above is
to be understood as exemplary only and the scope pro-
tection of the claims should not be limited by those teach-
ings. There are many other embodiments that lie within
the protection sought. As an example the distance c’ and
c" could be unequal in length. In addition, the distance a
and b could be equal, positioning the chopsticks 3 in a
parallel relationship to one another. Furthermore, the
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chopstick holder 2 could also be decorated in different
ways. For example, the hole 8 could be formed as a happy
mouth and the holes 4, 5 could represent eyes in a happy
face. Accordingly, the invention is intended to not be con-
sidered as an aid for helping disabled persons, rather a
humorous chopstick holder and the users would not have
to loose their face when using it. Furthermore, the resil-
ient connecting element can be attached to the food pack-
age by glue or adhesive tape. Furthermore, the break-
through portions could have the cross sectional form of
for example a triangle or a polygon.

Claims

1. Resilient connecting element (2) for connecting to-
gether a pair of chopsticks (3), wherein said resilient
connecting element (2) comprises a resilient flexible
plate (2) and two pairs of breakthrough portions (4,
6; 5, 7) wherein each pair of breakthrough portions
consist of a first and a second breakthrough portion,
wherein each second breakthrough portion (6, 7) is
positioned at a unidirected distance perpendicularly
from an imaginary line extending between each first
breakthrough portion (4, 5), wherein the distance (a)
between said second breakthrough portions (6, 7) is
equal or shorter than the distance (b) between said
first breakthrough portions (4, 5), characterised in
that second breakthrough portions (6, 7) are inter-
connected to form one continuous breakthrough por-
tion (8).

2. Resilient connecting element (2) for connecting to-
gether a pair of chopsticks (3) according to claim 1,
wherein said second breakthrough portions (6, 7)
form the outer portions of said one continuous break-
through portion (8).

3. Resilient connecting element (2) for connecting to-
gether a pair of chopsticks (3) according to any of
the preceding claims, wherein said distance (a) be-
tween said second breakthrough portions (6, 7) is
shorter than said distance (b) between said first
breakthrough portions (4, 5).

4. Resilient connecting element (2) for connecting to-
gether a pair of chopsticks (3) according to any of
the preceding claims, wherein said second break-
through portions (6, 7) of each pair of breakthrough
portions (4, 6; 5, 7) are equally distanced from said
imaginary line.

5. Resilient connecting element (2) for connecting to-
gether a pair of chopsticks (3) according to any of
the preceding claims, wherein said two pairs of
breakthrough portions (4, 6; 5, 7) are through holes.

6. Resilient connecting element (2) for connecting to-

gether a pair of chopsticks (3) according to any of
the preceding claims, wherein said resilient connect-
ing element (2) is made of resilient plastic material.

7. Resilient connecting element (2) for connecting to-
gether a pair of chopsticks (3) according to any of
the preceding claims, wherein said resilient connect-
ing element (2) is detachably connected to a food
package.

8. Resilient connecting element (2) for connecting to-
gether a pair of chopsticks (3) according to claim 7,
wherein said resilient connecting element (2) is in-
tegrated with said package suitable for food.

9. Resilient connecting element (2) for connecting to-
gether a pair of chopsticks (3) according to claim 7
or 8, wherein the contour of said resilient connecting
element (2) is formed of an indication of fracture in
said package suitable for food, whereby said con-
necting element can be broken out of said package.

10. Chopstick arrangement (1) comprising a resilient el-
ement (2) and one pair of chopsticks (3) which are
resiliently connected together by means of said re-
silient element (2), wherein said resilient element (2)
comprises a plate of flexible material, comprising two
pairs of breakthrough portions (4, 6; 5, 7) of which
each pair is penetrated by one of said chopsticks (3),
wherein said resilient element (2) is bent into an es-
sentially U-shaped form, wherein one of the break-
through portions of each pair of breakthrough por-
tions (4, 6; 5, 7) is arranged to be positioned at one
side of the bend and the other one of the break-
through portions of each pair of breakthrough por-
tions (4, 6; 5, 7) is positioned at the opposite side of
said bend, characterised in that said second break-
through portions (6; 7) are interconnected to form
one continuous breakthrough portion (8).

11. Chopstick arrangement (1) according to claim 10,
wherein said resilient element (2) is a resilient con-
necting element (2) according to any one of the
claims 1-9.

12. Chopstick arrangement (1) according to any one of
claims 10-11, wherein said resilient element (2) is
bent against the resiliency of its material into said
essentially U-shaped form.

13. Chopstick arrangement (1) according to any one of
claims 10-12, wherein the breakthrough portions (4,
5) of each pair of breakthrough portions (4, 6) and
(5, 7) that are positioned closest to an end of said
chopsticks (3) for gripping food have a larger dis-
tance (b) in relation to one another than the distance
(a) between the other breakthrough portions (6, 7)
of each pair of breakthrough portions (4, 6; 5, 7)

7 8 



EP 1 895 877 B1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

wherein said chopsticks (3) diverge towards said
ends for gripping food.

14. Use of a resilient connecting element (2) according
to any of the preceding claim 1 - 9 in combination
with chopsticks (3) for eating food.

Patentansprüche

1. Elastisches Verbindungselement (2) zum Verbinden
eines Essstäbchenpaares (3) miteinander, wobei
das elastische Verbindungselement (2) eine elasti-
sche flexible Platte (2) und zwei Paare Durchbruch-
abschnitte (4, 6; 5, 7) umfasst, wobei jedes Paar
Durchbruchabschnitte aus einem ersten und einem
zweiten Durchbruchabschnitt besteht, wobei jeder
zweite Durchbruchabschnitt (6, 7) in einer unidirek-
tionalen Entfernung senkrecht von einer gedachten
Linie angeordnet ist, die zwischen jedem ersten
Durchbruchabschnitt (4, 5) verläuft, wobei die Ent-
fernung (a) zwischen den zweiten Durchbruchab-
schnitten (6, 7) gleich oder kürzer ist als die Entfer-
nung (b) zwischen den ersten Durchbruchabschnit-
ten (4, 5), dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die zwei-
ten Durchbruchabschnitte (6, 7) zu einem einzigen
durchgängigen Durchbruchabschnitt (8) miteinan-
der verbunden sind.

2. Elastisches Verbindungselement (2) zum Verbinden
eines Essstäbchenpaares (3) miteinander nach An-
spruch 1, wobei die zweiten Durchbruchabschnitte
(6, 7) die äußeren Abschnitte des einen einzigen
durchgängigen Durchbruchabschnitts (8) bilden.

3. Elastisches Verbindungselement (2) zum Verbinden
eines Essstäbchenpaares (3) miteinander nach ei-
nem der vorangehenden Ansprüche, wobei die Ent-
fernung (a) zwischen den zweiten Durchbruchab-
schnitten (6, 7) kürzer ist als die Entfernung (b) zwi-
schen den ersten Durchbruchabschnitten (4, 5).

4. Elastisches Verbindungselement (2) zum Verbinden
eines Essstäbchenpaares (3) miteinander nach ei-
nem der vorangehenden Ansprüche, wobei die zwei-
ten Durchbruchabschnitte (6, 7) jedes Paares
Durchbruchabschnitte (4, 6; 5, 7) die gleiche Entfer-
nung von der gedachten Linie haben.

5. Elastisches Verbindungselement (2) zum Verbinden
eines Essstäbchenpaares (3) miteinander nach ei-
nem der vorangehenden Ansprüche, wobei die zwei
Paare Durchbruchabschnitte (4, 6; 5, 7) Durch-
gangslöcher sind.

6. Elastisches Verbindungselement (2) zum Verbinden
eines Essstäbchenpaares (3) miteinander nach ei-
nem der vorangehenden Ansprüche, wobei das ela-

stische Verbindungselement (2) aus elastischem
Kunststoffmaterial besteht.

7. Elastisches Verbindungselement (2) zum Verbinden
eines Essstäbchenpaares (3) miteinander nach ei-
nem der vorangehenden Ansprüche, wobei das ela-
stische Verbindungselement (2) abnehmbar an ei-
ner Lebensmittelverpackung angebracht ist.

8. Elastisches Verbindungselement (2) zum Verbinden
eines Essstäbchenpaares (3) miteinander nach An-
spruch 7, wobei das elastische Verbindungselement
(2) in die für Lebensmittel geeignete Verpackung in-
tegriert ist.

9. Elastisches Verbindungselement (2) zum Verbinden
eines Essstäbchenpaares (3) miteinander nach An-
spruch 7 oder 8, wobei die Kontur des elastischen
Verbindungselements (2) aus einer Bruchlinienmar-
kierung in der für Lebensmittel geeigneten Verpak-
kung gebildet wird, wodurch das Verbindungsele-
ment aus der Verpakkung herausgebrochen werden
kann.

10. Essstäbchenanordnung (1), die ein elastisches Ele-
ment (2) und ein Paar Essstäbchen (3) umfasst, die
elastisch mittels des elastischen Elements (2) mit-
einander verbunden sind, wobei das elastische Ele-
ment (2) eine Platte aus flexiblem Material umfasst,
die zwei Paare Durchbruchabschnitte (4, 6; 5, 7) um-
fasst, von denen jedes Paar durch eines der Ess-
stäbchen (3) durchdrungen wird, wobei das elasti-
sche Element (2) im Wesentlichen zu einer U-Form
gebogen wird, wobei einer der Durchbruchabschnit-
te jedes Paares Durchbruchabschnitte (4, 6; 5, 7)
dafür konfiguriert ist, auf einer Seite der Biegung an-
geordnet zu werden, und der andere der Durch-
bruchabschnitte jedes Paares Durchbruchabschnit-
te (4, 6; 5, 7) auf der gegenüberliegenden Seite der
Biegung angeordnet ist, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass die zweiten Durchbruchabschnitte (6; 7) zu ei-
nem einzigen durchgängigen Durchbruchabschnitt
(8) miteinander verbunden sind.

11. Essstäbchenanordnung (1) nach Anspruch 10, wo-
bei das elastische Element (2) ein elastisches Ver-
bindungselement (2) nach einem der Ansprüche 1-9
ist.

12. Essstäbchenanordnung (1) nach einem der Ansprü-
che 10-11, wobei das elastische Element (2) entge-
gen der Elastizität seines Materials im Wesentlichen
zu einer U-Form gebogen ist.

13. Essstäbchenanordnung (1) nach einem der Ansprü-
che 10-12, wobei die Durchbruchabschnitte (4, 5)
jedes Paares Durchbruchabschnitte (4, 6) und (5,
7), die dem Ende der Essstäbchen (3) zum Ergreifen
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einer Speise am nächsten liegen, eine größere Ent-
fernung (b) in Bezug aufeinander haben als die Ent-
fernung (a) zwischen den anderen Durchbruchab-
schnitten (6, 7) jedes Paares Durchbruchabschnitte
(4, 6; 5, 7), wobei die Essstäbchen (3) in Richtung
der Enden zum Ergreifen einer Speise divergieren.

14. Verwendung eines elastischen Verbindungsele-
ments (2) nach einem der vorangehenden Ansprü-
che 1-9 in Verbindung mit Essstäbchen (3) zum Ver-
zehren von Speisen.

Revendications

1. Elément de raccordement résilient (2) pour raccor-
der l’une à l’autre une paire de baguettes (3), dans
lequel ledit élément de raccordement résilient (2)
comprend une plaque flexible résiliente (2) et deux
paires de portions à percée (4, 6; 5; 7), dans lequel
chaque paire de portions à percée est constituée
d’une première et d’une seconde portion à percée,
dans lequel chaque seconde portion à percée (6, 7)
est positionnée à une distance unidirectionnelle per-
pendiculaire à une ligne imaginaire s’étendant entre
chaque première portion à percée (4, 5), dans lequel
la distance (a) entre lesdites secondes portions à
percée (6, 7) est égale à ou plus courte que la dis-
tance (b) entre lesdites premières portions à percée
(4, 5), caractérisé en ce que lesdites secondes por-
tions à percée (6, 7) sont interconnectées afin de
former une portion à percée (8) continue.

2. Elément de raccordement résilient (2) pour raccor-
der l’une à l’autre une paire de baguettes (3) selon
la revendication 1, dans lequel lesdites secondes
portions à percée (6, 7) forment les portions exté-
rieures de ladite une portion à percée continue (8).

3. Elément de raccordement résilient (2) pour raccor-
der l’une à l’autre une paire de baguettes (3) selon
une quelconque des revendications précédentes,
dans lequel ladite distance (a) entre lesdites secon-
des portions à percée (6, 7) est plus courte que ladite
distance (b) entre lesdites premières portions à per-
cée (4, 5).

4. Elément de raccordement résilient (2) pour raccor-
der l’une à l’autre une paire de baguettes (3) selon
une quelconque des revendications précédentes,
dans lequel lesdites secondes portions à percée (6,
7) de chaque paire de portions à percée (4, 6; 5; 7)
sont à distance égale de ladite ligne imaginaire.

5. Elément de raccordement résilient (2) pour raccor-
der l’une à l’autre une paire de baguettes (3) selon
une quelconque des revendications précédentes,
dans lequel lesdites deux paires de portions à percée

(4, 6; 5, 7) sont des trous traversants.

6. Elément de raccordement résilient (2) pour raccor-
der l’une à l’autre une paire de baguettes (3) selon
une quelconque des revendications précédentes,
dans lequel ledit élément de raccordement résilient
(2) est fabriqué en matière plastique résiliente.

7. Elément de raccordement résilient (2) pour raccor-
der l’une à l’autre une paire de baguettes (3) selon
une quelconque des revendications précédentes,
dans lequel ledit élément de raccordement résilient
(2) est raccordé de manière détachable à un embal-
lage alimentaire.

8. Elément de raccordement résilient (2) pour raccor-
der l’une à l’autre une paire de baguettes (3) selon
la revendication 7, dans lequel ledit élément de rac-
cordement résilient (2) est intégré audit emballage
approprié à des aliments.

9. Elément de raccordement résilient (2) pour raccor-
der l’une à l’autre une paire de baguettes (3) selon
la revendication 7 ou 8, dans lequel le contour dudit
élément de raccordement résilient (2) est formé
d’une indication de fracture dans ledit emballage ap-
proprié à des aliments, moyennant quoi ledit élément
de raccordement peut être rompu et séparé dudit
emballage.

10. Agencement de baguettes (1) comprenant un élé-
ment résilient (2) et une paire de baguettes (3) qui
sont raccordées l’une à l’autre de manière résiliente
au moyen dudit élément résilient (2), dans lequel le-
dit élément résilient (2) comprend une plaque de ma-
tériau flexible, comprenant deux paires de portions
à percée (4, 6; 5, 7) desquelles chaque paire est
pénétrée par une desdites baguettes (3), dans lequel
ledit élément résilient (2) est recourbé en une forme
essentiellement en U, dans lequel une des portions
à percée de chaque paire de portions à percée (4,
6; 5, 7) est agencée afin d’être positionnée au niveau
d’un côté de la courbure et l’autre des portions à
percée de chaque paire de portions à percée (4, 6;
5, 7) est positionnée au niveau du côté opposé de
ladite courbure, caractérisé en ce que lesdites se-
condes portions à percée (6; 7) sont interconnectées
afin de former une portion à percée continue (8).

11. Agencement de baguettes (1) selon la revendication
10, dans lequel ledit élément résilient (2) est un élé-
ment de raccordement résilient (2) selon une quel-
conque des revendications 1 à 9.

12. Agencement de baguettes (1) selon une quelconque
des revendications 10 à 11, dans lequel ledit élément
résilient (2) est recourbé contre la résilience de son
matériau en ladite forme essentiellement en U.
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13. Agencement de baguettes (1) selon une quelconque
des revendications 10 à 12, dans lequel les portions
de percée (4, 5) de chaque paire de portions de per-
cée (4, 6) et (5, 7) qui sont positionnées le plus près
d’une extrémité desdites baguettes (3) afin de saisir
des aliments ont une plus grande distance (b) l’une
par rapport à l’autre que la distance (a) entre les
autres portions à percée (6, 7) de chaque paire de
portions à percée (4, 6; 5; 7), dans lequel lesdites
baguettes (3) divergent dans la direction desdites
extrémités afin de saisir des aliments.

14. Utilisation d’un élément de raccordement résilient (2)
selon une quelconque des revendications précéden-
tes 1 à 9 en combinaison avec des baguettes (3) afin
de manger des aliments.

13 14 



EP 1 895 877 B1

9



EP 1 895 877 B1

10



EP 1 895 877 B1

11

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• JP 2002229443 A [0003]


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings

