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(54) Machine tool

(57) A machine tool capable of structuring a turret
disposed at a lower portion of a slant face to be movable
in the Y-axis direction without causing an increase in the
entire machine in size, in which a first turret 5 is structured
to include a base member 8 disposed on a bed 2 in a
movable manner in a Z-axis direction, a slide base 9 dis-
posed on the base member 8 in a movable manner in an

X-axis direction, a pair of X-axis feed mechanisms 10,
10 moving the slide base 9 in the X-axis direction, a ram
11 disposed at a portion of the slide base 9 and between
the pair of X-axis,feed mechanisms 10, 10 in a movable
manner in a Y-axis direction being orthogonal to a plane
including the X-axis and Z-axis, and a turret body 12 and
a turret head 13 mounted on the ram 11, is provided.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a machine tool
equipped with a spindle headstock gripping and rotating
a workpiece and a turret having many tools radially dis-
posed thereto on a bed thereof.

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART

[0002] As a conventional machine tool provided with
a turret, there is one including a slant-type bed having a
slant face slanting in a manner that a near side thereof
becomes lower when viewed from a front side of the ma-
chine, a spindle headstock disposed at one side portion
of the bed, a first turret disposed at a lower portion posi-
tioned at a near side of the slant face, and a second turret
disposed at a higher portion positioned at a distant side
of the slant face.
[Patent document 1] EP Patent No. 0538515B1
[0003] In the above-described machine tool provided
with the slant-type bed, it is possible to structure the turret
to be movable in the Y-axis direction being orthogonal to
a plane (plane in parallel with the slant face) including
the X-axis and the Z-axis without problems with regard
to the second turret disposed at the higher portion of the
slant face, as described in Patent document 1 above.
However, in the case of the first turret disposed at the
lower portion of the slant face, a space is needed to be
ensured at the rear side to dispose a Y-axis driving mech-
anism, and as a result thereof, the entire machine is
caused to increase in size, being a problem.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] The present invention has been made in con-
sideration of the above-described conventional problem,
and an object thereof is to provide a machine tool that
can be structured so that a turret disposed at a lower
portion of a slant face is movable in the Y-axis direction
without increasing the entire machine in size.
[0005] In the present invention, a machine tool in-
cludes: a slant-type bed slanting in a manner that a near
side thereof becomes lower when viewed from a front
side of the machine; a spindle headstock disposed at one
side portion of the bed; a first turret disposed at a lower
portion positioned at the near side of the bed in a movable
manner in an X-axis direction being orthogonal to an axis
line of the spindle headstock and a Z-axis direction in
parallel with the axis line; and a second turret disposed
at a higher portion positioned at a distant side of the bed
in a movable manner in the X-axis direction and the Z-
axis direction, in which the first turret includes a base
member disposed on the bed in a movable manner in
the Z-axis direction, a slide base disposed on the base

member in a movable manner in the X-axis direction, a
pair of X-axis feed mechanisms moving the slide base in
the X-axis direction, a ram disposed at a portion of the
slide base between the pair of X-axis feed mechanisms
in a movable manner in a Y-axis direction being orthog-
onal to a plane including the X-axis and the Z-axis, and
a turret body and a turret head mounted onto the ram.
[0006] In the present invention, the ram is disposed
between the right and left X-axis feed mechanisms,
therefore the size of the ram protruding to the back face
side in the Y-axis direction can be reduced to the extent
of the size of the X-axis feed mechanism in the Y-axis
direction, so that the ram can be structured to be movable
in the Y-axis direction while disposed at the lower portion
being the near side of the slant-type bed, which cannot
afford enough space in view of the size from the near-
side to the distant-side (in the Y-axis direction), by pre-
venting the entire machine from increasing in size.
[0007] In a preferred embodiment according to the
present invention, a Y-axis driving unit moving the ram
in the Y-axis direction is coupled with the lower end por-
tion of the ram, and the Y-axis driving unit is disposed
between the right and left X-axis feed mechanisms.
[0008] In the embodiment describing the above char-
acteristics, the Y-axis driving unit is positioned between
the right and left X-axis feed mechanisms, therefore, it
is possible to dispose the Y-axis driving unit by making
use of the size of the X-axis feed mechanisms in the Y-
axis direction, so that the ram can be structured to be
movable in the Y-axis direction while preventing the en-
tire machine from increasing in size.
[0009] In another preferred embodiment according to
the present invention, the Y-axis driving unit includes a
nut member fixed to the lower end portion of the ram, a
ball screw screwed into the nut member, and a Y-axis
feed motor coupled to the ball screw, in which the Y-axis
feed motor and the ball screw are disposed in parallel
with the ram, and when viewed in the direction orthogonal
to the Y-axis, the lower end portion of the ram and most
of the ball screw and the Y-axis feed motor are disposed
in an escape opening formed in the base member in a
mutually lapping manner.
[0010] In the embodiment describing the above char-
acteristics, the Y-axis feed motor and the ball screw of
the Y-axis driving unit are disposed in parallel with the
ram, and when viewed in the direction orthogonal to the
Y-axis direction, the lower end portion of the ram and
most of the ball screw and the Y-axis feed motor are
disposed in the escape opening formed in the base mem-
ber in a mutually lapping manner, in which the size of the
ram and the driving unit protruding to the rear side in the
Y-axis direction can be reduced to the extent of the size
of the base member in the Y-axis direction, so that the
ram can be disposed at the lower portion of the slant in
a movable manner in the Y-axis direction while further
preventing the machine from increasing in size.
[0011] In still another preferred embodiment according
to the present invention, a ram guide supporting the ram
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in a slidable manner is formed from the slide base in a
protruding manner in the Y-axis direction, the protruded
portion having a circular shape when viewed in trans-
verse section.
[0012] In the embodiment describing the above char-
acteristics, the ram guide protruding from the slide base
to the Y-axis direction is formed into a circle when viewed
in traverse section while supporting the ram in a slidable
manner, in which the cutting dusts can easily slip down
along the outer peripheral face of the ram guide, so that
the cutting dusts can be prevented from accumulating.
[0013] In still another preferred embodiment according
to the present invention, a cylindrical guide cover sur-
rounding an outer peripheral of the ram guide is fitted to
the ram guide in an axially slidable manner and an upper
end portion of the guide cover is connected and fixed to
the turret body being mounted onto the ram or an upper
end portion of the ram.
[0014] In the embodiment describing the above char-
acteristics, the cylindrical guide cover is fitted to the ram
guide in a slidable manner, and the upper end portion of
the guide cover is connected and fixed to the ram side,
so that the ram and the ram guide can prevent the cutting
dusts, coolant and the like from entering into the slide
faces thereof.
[0015] In still another preferred embodiment according
to the present invention, the ram has a polygonal shape
and faces composing plural sides of the polygon are slide
faces, slider mounting faces are formed on an inner pe-
ripheral face of the ram guide, and sliders are mounted
onto the slider mounting faces in parallel with the slide
faces.
[0016] In the embodiment describing the above char-
acteristics, the ram has the polygonal shape, and the
faces composing the plural sides of the polygon are the
slide faces, and the sliders contacting the slide faces in
a sliding manner are mounted onto the ram guide, so that
the ram can be positioned surely by making use of the
plural sides of the polygon, allowing rotation stopper to
be eliminated.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0017] FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of a turret lathe
according to one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a left side view of the lathe;
FIG. 3 is a right side view of the lathe;
FIG. 4 is a plan view of a first turret portion of the lathe;
FIG. 5 is a sectional front view (a sectional view taken
along a V-V line in FIG. 4) of the first turret portion
of the lathe;
FIG. 6 is a sectional side view to illustrate an attach-
ment/detachment work of the first Y-axis driving unit
of the first turret of the lathe;
FIG. 7 is a sectional front view showing a mounted
state of the first Y-axis driving unit of the first turret
of the lathe; and

FIG. 8 is a perspective view showing a mounted state
of the first Y-axis driving unit of the first turret of the
lathe.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENT(S)

[0018] Hereinafter, embodiments according to the
present invention will be described with reference to the
attached drawings. FIGs. 1 to 8 are drawings to illustrate
a turret lathe according to one embodiment of the present
invention.
[0019] In the drawings, "1" denotes a turret lathe ac-
cording to one embodiment of the present invention, and
the turret lathe 1 includes a slant-type bed 2 slanting in
a manner that the near side thereof becomes lower when
viewed from the front of a machine, a first spindle head-
stock 3 disposed at the left side portion of the bed 2, a
second spindle headstock 4 disposed at the right side
portion in a movable manner in the Z-axis direction to be
coaxial with the first spindle headstock 3, a first turret 5
disposed at the lower portion positioned at the near side
of the bed 2 in a movable manner in the X-axis, Y-axis
and Z-axis directions, and second and third turrets 6, 7
disposed at the higher portion positioned at the distant
side of the bed 2 in a movable manner in the X-axis, Y-
axis and Z-axis directions.
[0020] Here, the X-axis is a direction orthogonal to an
axial line A of the first and second spindle headstocks 3,
4 and in parallel with a later-described first slant face 2a,
meaning a front and rear direction when viewed from the
front of the machine. Further, the Z-axis is a direction in
parallel with the axial line A, meaning a right and left
direction when viewed from the front of the machine. Fur-
thermore, the Y-axis is a direction orthogonal to a plane
including the X-axis and the Z-axis, meaning a direction
orthogonal to the first slant face 2a.
[0021] The bed 2 is shaped into substantially a right-
angle triangle when viewed from the right or left side di-
rection toward the Z-axis direction and includes the first
slant face 2a positioned at the near side when stood in
front of the machine and a second slant face 2b posi-
tioned at the rear side and orthogonal to the first slant
face 2a. The first turret 5 is disposed on the first slant
face 2a in a movable manner in the directions in parallel
with the first slant face 2a and orthogonal to the first slant
face 2a. Further, the second and third turrets 6, 7 are
disposed on the second slant face 2b in a movable man-
ner in the directions in parallel with the second slant face
2b and orthogonal to the second slant face 2b.
[0022] Since the second turret 6 and the third turret 7
have substantially the same structure, the same numer-
ical references are used for the same or corresponding
portions, and the description will be given mainly of the
structure of the second turret 6.
[0023] The second turret 6 includes a base member
18 disposed on the second slant face 2b of the bed 2 in
a movable manner in the Z-axis direction, a column 19
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disposed on a slide face 18a being in parallel with the
second slant face 2b of the base member 18 in a movable
manner in the Y-axis direction, a turret body 20 disposed
on a slide face 19a being in parallel with the first slant
face 2a of the column 19 in a movable manner in the X-
axis direction, and a turret head 21 disposed to the turret
body 20 to be rotary indexable and having many tools T.
[0024] The base member 18 moves forward and back-
ward by fitting the linear guides 18b fixed thereto to linear
guide rails 18c, 18c fixed onto the second slant face 2b
extending in the Z-axis direction in a freely slidable man-
ner, and at the same time, by inserting a ball screw 18e
in a screwing manner into a nut member 18d fixed to the
base member 18 and by driving the ball screw 18e to
rotate by a second Z-axis feed motor 18f fixed to the
second slant face 2b side.
[0025] The column 19 is driven to move forward and
backward in the Y-axis direction by a second Y-axis feed
motor 19b fixed to the base member 18 side. Further,
the turret body 20 is driven to move forward and backward
by a second X-axis feed motor 20a fixed to the column
19 side.
[0026] The first turret 5 includes a base member 8 dis-
posed on the first slant face 2a of the bed 2 in a movable
manner in the Z-axis direction, a slide base 9 disposed
on the base member 8 in a movable manner in the X-
axis direction, a pair of right and left first X-axis feed
mechanisms 10, 10 moving the slide base 9 in the X-axis
direction, a ram 11 disposed at the portion of the slide
base 9 and between the pair of feed mechanisms 10, 10
in a movable manner in the Y-axis direction, a turret body
12 mounted onto the ram 11, and a turret head 13 mount-
ed onto the turret body 12.
[0027] The turret head 13 is of a thick plate of a polyg-
onal shape with a variety of tools T mounted onto the
outer peripheral portion thereof. The turret body 12 has
a built-in indexing mechanism indexing and thereby po-
sitioning the turret head 13 so that a predetermined tool
is positioned at a processing position, and a built-in driv-
ing mechanism driving the respective tools. Accordingly,
as will be described later, a bundle of supplying hoses
15 composed of a power supply cable, and hoses for
supplying coolant and oil pressure, and the like is con-
nected to the turret body 12.
[0028] The structure of the first turret 5 will be de-
scribed in more detail. A pair of linear guide rails 8a, 8a
extending in the Z-axis direction are fixedly disposed at
the lower portion positioned at the near side of the first
slant face 2a of the bed 2, and linear guides 8b, 8b fixed
to the bottom face of the base member 8 are fitted to the
linear guide rails 8a, 8a in a freely slidable manner. Fur-
ther, a ball screw 8d extending in the Z-axis direction is
screwed into a nut member 8c fixed to the bottom face
of the base member 8. A first Z-axis feed motor 8e is
connected to the right end portion of the ball screw 8d,
and the motor 8e is fixed to the first slant face 2a side of
the bed 2. By the rotation of the first Z-axis feed motor
8e, the base member 8 moves forward and backward in

the Z-axis direction.
[0029] A pair of linear guide rails 9a, 9a extending in
the X-axis direction are fixedly disposed onto the base
member 8 and right and left linear guides 9b, 9b fixed to
the bottom surface of the slide base 9 are fitted in a freely
slidable manner thereto. Further, in right and left side
portions of the slide base 9, right and left nut members
9c, 9c are formed and ball screws 9d, 9d extending in
the X-axis direction are screwed in the nut members 9c,
9c. First X-axis feed motors 9e, 9e are connected to the
near-side end portions of the ball screws 9d, 9d, and the
motors 9e, 9e are fixed to the base member 8 side. The
above-described pair of right and left first X-axis feed
mechanisms 10, 10 are composed of the right and left
linear guide rails 9a, 9a, the right and left linear guides
9b, 9b, the right and left nut members 9c, 9c, the right
and left ball screws 9d, 9d, and the right and left first X-
axis feed motors 9e, 9e, respectively. By the rotation of
the first X-axis feed motors 9e, 9e, the slide base 9 moves
forward and backward in the X-axis direction.
[0030] A ram guide 11a is disposed in a standing man-
ner at the portion of the slide base 9 and between the
right and left first X-axis feed mechanisms 10, 10 so as
to protrude upward. The ram guide 11a has a cylindrical
shape and its outer peripheral face has a circular trans-
verse section, and the ram 11 has a cylindrical shape
and its outer peripheral face has an octagonal transverse
section. Between the respective side portions forming
the outer peripheral face of the ram 11 and the inner
peripheral face of the ram guide 11a, sliders 11b being
plural bearing members extending in the axial direction
are inserted, and thereby, the ram 11 is supported by the
slide base 9 in a slidable manner in the Y-axis direction
to move in the X-axis direction and Z-axis direction to-
gether with the slide base 9.
[0031] The turret body 12 is fixed to the upper end por-
tions of the ram 11. Further, a guide cover 11c of a cy-
lindrical shape is attached to the ram guide 11 a in a
freely slidable manner in the Y-axis direction, and the
upper end portion of the cover 11c is fixed to the lower
surface of the turret body 12. Thus, cutting dusts and
coolants are prevented from entering into sliding surfaces
of the ram 11 and the ram guide 11a.
[0032] Since the outer peripheral face of the ram guide
11a is the circle, the cutting dusts and the like easily slip
down from the upper edge of the outer peripheral face
of the ram guide 11a despite the ram guide 11a protruding
from the slanting slant face 2a, so that the cutting dusts
and the like are prevented from accumulating around the
upper edge.
[0033] A first Y-axis driving unit 14 is coupled to a lower
end portion 11d of the ram 11. In detail, a bracket 11g is
fixed in a clamped manner to the lower end portion 11d
by a bolt 11h, and a nut holder 11e holding a nut member
14a of the first Y-axis driving unit 14 is fixed to a flange
portion 11 g’ protruding in the Z-axis direction of the
bracket 11g by mounting bolts 11i in an attachable/de-
tachable manner. Further, a ball screw 14b extending in
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the Y-axis direction is screwed into the nut member 14a.
A transmission gear 14c for transmitting torque is fixed
to the lower end portion of the ball screw 14b, and a
driving gear 14d fixed to an output shaft of a first Y-axis
feed motor 14e is engaged with the transmission gear
14c. The ball screw 14b is supported by a casing 14f via
a bearing 14g in a relatively rotatable manner and in an
axially unmovable manner. Further, the first Y-axis feed
motor 14e is fixedly supported by the casing 14f. The
casing 14f is mounted onto a both portion 9g formed in
the slide base 9 via mounting bolts 9h in an attachable/
detachable manner.
[0034] Here, the ram 11, the ball screw 14b, and the
Y-axis feed motor 14e are disposed in parallel with each
other and in a state of inserted into an escape opening
8f formed in the base member 8. In other words, when
viewed in the direction orthogonal to the Y-axis, the lower
end portion 11d of the ram 11 and most part of the ball
screw 14b and the Y-axis feed motor 14e are lapping
each other, and further lapping the peripheral edge of
the escape opening 8f.
[0035] Further, the nut member 14a including the nut
holder 11e, the ball screw 14b including the casing 14f,
the respective gears 14c, 14d and the Y-axis feed motor
14e compose the first Y-axis driving unit 14 moving the
ram 11, and further the turret body 12 and the turret head
13 forward and backward in the Y-axis direction.
[0036] Here, the escape opening 8f formed in the base
member 8 is shaped into substantially a square in plan
view, and set to have a size not interfering the Y-axis
driving unit 14 and the like even when the lower end por-
tion 11d of the ram 11 and the first Y-axis driving unit 14
move to the extent of the maximum stroke in the X-axis
direction of the slide base 9. Further, the escape opening
8f is set to have a size and a shape not interfering when
standing and falling the unit 14 in a later-described ac-
commodating recessed portion 2c when attaching/de-
taching the first Y-axis driving unit 14
[0037] Further, the first Y-axis driving unit 14 is dis-
posed in a maintenance opening 9f formed in the slide
base 9 such that it is seeable from the above, so that the
mounting bolts 9h of the slide base 9 of the first Y-axis
driving unit 14 and the mounting bolts 11 i of the bracket
11g of the nut holder 11e are attachable/detachable by
inserting a tool from above the slide base 9.
[0038] At the right side portion of the first slant face 2a
of the bed 2, the previously-described accommodating
recessed portion 2c is formed. The accommodating re-
cessed portion 2c is for a temporal accommodation at
the time of the attachment/detachment works of the first
Y-axis driving unit 14, and formed to have a shape, a
depth and the like allowing for movement of the first turret
5 in the Z-axis direction while the first turret 5 is in the
state of accommodating the unit 14. Further, a mounting
portion 2d is formed in a neighboring manner to the ac-
commodating recessed portion 2c, and when the first
driving unit 14 is detached, it is temporarily placed on this
mounting portion 2d.

[0039] Specifically, when detaching the first Y-axis
driving unit 14, the mounting bolts 9h and the mounting
bolts 11i are removed and the first Y-axis driving unit 14
is temporarily placed on the mounting portion 2d in a
slanting state, and subsequently, the first Y-axis driving
unit 14 is made to stand up and the first turret 5 is moved
in the Z-axis direction as it is. Backed by this, the accom-
modating recessed portion 2c and the first Y-axis driving
unit 14 accommodated in the accommodating recessed
portion 2c are exposed outside. In this state, it is possible
to perform required maintenance by removing the first Y-
axis driving unit 14 outside the machine. Note that the
attachment work of the Y-axis driving unit 14 is performed
in reverse order of the above detachment work.
[0040] The turret body 12 is connected with a bundle
of supplying hoses 15 composed of many supplying hos-
es, 15a, ... for supplying power, coolant and oil pressure
necessary for an indexing mechanism and a tool driving
mechanism built therein. The bundle of supplying hoses
15 goes through a through hole 11f of the ram 11, extends
downward of the ram, bent in the Z-axis direction here,
extends further in the Z-axis direction by going through
between the base member 8 and the bed 2, makes a u-
turn upward at the side of the base member 8, and fixed
to the slide base 9 by a claming member 15b.
[0041] Further, under the ram 11, a guide plate 15c to
be a guide when bending a bending portion 15g of the
bundle of supplying hoses 15 from the Y-axis direction
to the Z-axis direction is disposed. Further, under and at
the side of the previously-described u-turn portion 15h
of the bundle of supplying hoses 15, a guide plate 15d
and a guide plate 15e of a u-shape to serve as a guide
when making the u-turn portion 15 upwardly are dis-
posed, respectively. These guide plates 15c to 15e are
supported by the slide base 9 and move together with
the slide base 9. Note that, as to the guide plate 15d, a
shape along with a bent R of the bundle of supplying
hoses 15 is also acceptable.
[0042] As described above, in the present embodi-
ment, when structuring the ram 11 to be movable in the
Y-axis direction, since the ram 11 is disposed between
the right and left X-axis feed mechanisms 10, 10 requiring
relatively large disposing spaces in the Y-axis direction,
the ram 11 can be disposed without protruding to the rear
side by making use of the size in the Y-axis direction of
the X-axis feed mechanisms 10, 10, and also the ram 11
can be disposed at the lower portion being the near side
of the slant-type bed 2, which cannot afford enough space
in view of the size from the near-side to the distant-side
(in the Y-axis direction), while preventing the entire ma-
chine from increasing in size.
[0043] Further, the Y-axis driving unit 14 is positioned
between the right and left X-axis feed mechanisms 10,
10, allowing the Y-axis driving unit 14 to be disposed by
making use of the size in the Y-axis direction of the X-
axis feed mechanisms 10, 10, so that the entire machine
can be prevented from increasing in size.
[0044] More specifically, the Y-axis feed motor 14e of
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the Y-axis driving unit 14 and the ball screw 14b are dis-
posed in parallel with the ram 11, and when viewed in
the direction orthogonal to the Y-axis, the lower end por-
tion 11d of the ram 11, most of the ball screw 14b and
the Y-axis feed motor 14e are disposed in the escape
opening 8f formed in the base member 8 in a mutually
lapping manner, in which the protruding size of the ram
11 and the driving unit 14 in the Y-axis direction toward
the rear side can be reduced to the extent of the size in
the Y-axis direction of the base member 8, so that the
ram 11 can be disposed at the lower portion of the slant
in a movable manner in the Y-axis direction while pre-
venting the entire machine from increasing in size.
[0045] Further, the ram guide 11 a supporting the ram
11 in a slidable manner is disposed to protrude in the Y-
axis direction from the slide base 9, and at the same time,
is formed to have a circular shape in traverse section,
allowing the cutting dusts to easily slip down along with
the outer peripheral face of the ram guide 11a, and ac-
cordingly, the cutting dusts can be prevented from accu-
mulating.
[0046] Furthermore, the cylindrical guide cover 11c is
fitted to the ram guide 11a in a slidable manner, so that
the cutting dusts, coolant and the like can be prevented
from entering into the sliding faces of the ram 11 and the
ram guide 11 a.
[0047] The ram 11 is shaped into the octagon and the
faces composing the plural sides of the octagon is formed
into the slide faces, and the sliders 11b contacting the
slide faces in a sliding manner are mounted onto the ram
guide 11a, so that the ram 11 can be positioned and
supported surely backed by a wedge effect generated in
that the sliders 11b supporting the slide faces composing
the octagon of the ram 11 form the v-shapes.
[0048] The invention may be embodied in other spe-
cific forms without departing from the spirit or essential
characteristics thereof.
[0049] The present embodiments are therefore to be
considered in all respects as illustrative and no restrictive,
the scope of the invention being indicated by the append-
ed claims rather than by the foregoing description, and
all changes which come within the meaning and range
of equivalency of the claims are therefore intended to be
embraced therein.

Claims

1. A machine tool comprising: a slant-type bed slanting
in a manner that a near side thereof becomes lower
when viewed from a front side of the machine; a spin-
dle headstock disposed at one side portion of said
bed; a first turret disposed at a lower portion posi-
tioned at the near side of said bed in a movable man-
ner in an X-axis direction being orthogonal to an axis
line of said spindle headstock and a Z-axis direction
in parallel with the axis line; and a second turret dis-
posed at a higher portion positioned at a distant side

of said bed in a movable manner in the X-axis direc-
tion and the Z-axis direction,
wherein said first turret includes a base member dis-
posed on said bed in a movable manner in the Z-
axis direction, a slide base disposed on the base
member in a movable manner in the X-axis direction,
a pair of X-axis feed mechanisms moving the slide
base in the X-axis direction, a ram disposed at a
portion of the slide base and between said pair of X-
axis feed mechanisms in a movable manner in a Y-
axis direction being orthogonal to a plane including
the X-axis and the Z-axis, and a turret body and a
turret head mounted onto the ram.

2. The machine tool according to claim 1,
wherein a Y-axis driving unit moving the ram in the
Y-axis direction is coupled to a lower end portion of
the ram and the Y-axis driving unit is disposed be-
tween the right and left X-axis feed mechanisms.

3. The machine tool according to claim 2,
wherein said Y-axis driving unit includes a nut mem-
ber fixed to the lower end portion of the ram, a ball
screw screwed into the nut member, and a Y-axis
feed motor coupled to the ball screw, and
wherein the Y-axis feed motor and the ball screw are
disposed in parallel with the ram, and when viewed
in the direction orthogonal to the Y-axis, the lower
end portion of the ram and most of the ball screw
and the Y-axis feed motor are disposed in an escape
opening formed in the base member in a mutually
lapping manner.

4. The machine tool according to claim 1,
wherein a ram guide supporting said ram in a slidable
manner is formed from said slide base in a protruding
manner in the Y-axis direction, the protruded portion
having a circular shape when viewed in transverse
section.

5. The machine tool according to claim 4,
wherein a cylindrical guide cover surrounding an out-
er peripheral of the ram guide is fitted to the ram
guide in an axially slidable manner and an upper end
portion of the guide cover is connected and fixed to
the turret body being mounted onto the ram or an
upper end portion of the ram.

6. The machine tool according to claim 1,
wherein the ram has a polygonal shape and faces
composing plural sides of the polygon are slide fac-
es, slider mounting faces are formed on an inner
peripheral face of the ram guide, and sliders are
mounted onto the slider mounting faces in parallel
with the slide faces.
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