
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
1 

90
0 

31
6

A
1

��&������������
(11) EP 1 900 316 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
published in accordance with Art. 153(4) EPC

(43) Date of publication: 
19.03.2008 Bulletin 2008/12

(21) Application number: 06752947.9

(22) Date of filing: 14.06.2006

(51) Int Cl.:
A47J 47/16 (2006.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/CN2006/001317

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2007/000096 (04.01.2007 Gazette 2007/01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC NL PL PT RO SE SI 
SK TR

(30) Priority: 28.06.2005 CN 200520110501 U

(71) Applicant: Viceversa International Limited
Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong (CN)

(72) Inventor: TANG, Siunam
Shatin,
New Territories
Hong Kong (CN)

(74) Representative: Hämmalov, Juhan
12, Magasini St.
51005 Tartu (EE)

(54) MAGNETIC KNIFE HOLDER

(57) The present invention relates to a magnetic knife
stand which comprises one or more slits for inserting
knives. On the upper inner side of each inserting slit, one
or more magnets are disposed. A hole or a hollow is
disposed on the upper inner side of each inserting holes,
and the magnet is placed inside the hole or hollow on the
upper inner side of the inserting slit. During and after the
process of inserting the knives into the knife stand, the
magnets will keep the cutting edges of the knives away

from the bottom inner sides of the inserting slits, thereby
effectively preventing the edges from becoming blunt,
which is caused by their rubbing against the inserting
slits. The frequency of sharpening the blades can be re-
duced and the lifespan of the knives can be extended.
Further, this magnetic knife stand is more effective in
protecting the knife stand from being cut or worn out by
the knives. This invention enables the knives to be stored
securely in the knife stand. It is convenient for use, and
is safer and more reliable when used with knife sheaths.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a magnetic
knife stand and more particularly pertains to a magnetic
knife stand for storing knives.

Background Art

[0002] Different kinds of knives are kept in most kitch-
ens for preparing various dishes. Usually the knives are
placed together in a knife rack or a knife stand for con-
venient use. The existing knife racks mainly use magnets
to attract the knife blades. However, there exists a com-
mon problem that the magnetic force is likely to be too
strong to make it so difficult to remove the relatively small-
sized knives from the knife racks, while it is insufficient
to attract and hold the relatively large-sized knives se-
curely onto the knife racks and causes accidents easily.
For the sake of safety, many kitchens use knife stands
instead of knife racks. The existing knife stands comprise
slits pointing substantially downwards. Knifes are insert-
ed into the slits and stored therein for future use. The
slits can be of different shapes and dimensions to match
with knives of different shapes and dimensions. Knife
stands can therefore be used to store the knives securely.
It has the advantages of making the knives to be stored
tidily and conveniently for future use. Accidents can be
avoided as the cutting edges of the knives are not ex-
posed.
[0003] However, the existing knife stands are mostly
configured with the cutting edges of the knives being in-
serted downward. When the knife is being inserted, ow-
ing to the force of gravity the cutting edge of the knife will
easily come in contact with or even rub against the bottom
of the slit. The cutting edge therefore becomes blunt eas-
ily and has to be sharpened frequently, which is quite
troublesome. The bottom of the knife stand also wears
out, thereby shortening the lifespan of the knife stand.

Disclosure of the Invention

[0004] In view of the aforesaid disadvantages now
present in the prior art, the object of the present invention
is to provide a magnetic knife stand which is safe, reliable,
convenient for use and can effectively prevent the cutting
edges of the knives from becoming blunt.
[0005] To attain this, the present invention generally
comprises one or more inserting slits, and one or more
magnets are disposed on the upper inner side of each
inserting slit; a hole or a hollow is disposed on the upper
inner side of each inserting slit, and the magnet is placed
inside the hole or hollow on the upper inner side of the
inserting slit.
[0006] The magnet is disposed inside the inserting slit
near to its opening.
[0007] One or more magnets are disposed for each

inserting slit, and each magnet can be in the shape of a
bar or a granule, depending on the shape, dimension and
weight of the knives to be attracted.
[0008] The magnet can be adhered to or embedded
into the upper inner side of the inserting slit.
[0009] Each inserting slit can have a corresponding
knife sheath; the knife sheath connects to the inserting
slit removably; a projecting member or a groove is pro-
vided at one end of the knife sheath which connects to
the inserting slit, and a corresponding groove or project-
ing member is provided in the corresponding position of
the inserting slit; the knife sheath can protect the cutting
edge of the inserted knife and avoid accidents from hap-
pening.
[0010] The shape and dimension of the knife sheath
correspond to the shape and dimension of the inserted
knife.
[0011] To use the present invention, while a knife is
inserting into the inserting slit of the knife stand after use,
the magnet disposed on the upper inner side of the in-
serting slit has the property of attracting the knife, thereby
keeping the upper surface of the knife (that is, the back
of the blade) in contact with the upper inner side of the
inserting slit while being inserted. During the process of
inserting the knife, the cutting edge can be kept at a cer-
tain distance away from the bottom inner side of the in-
serting slit of the knife stand, thereby avoiding the cutting
edge from rubbing against the bottom inner side. Further,
after the knife is completely inserted into the inserting
slit, the magnet can keep the cutting edge of the knife in
a position of being away from and having no contact with
the knife stand.
[0012] In comparison with the prior art, the present in-
vention has the following advantages and effects:

First, since the magnet of the magnetic knife stand
can keep the cutting edge of the knife away from the
bottom inner side of the inserting slit during and after
the process of inserting the knife into the knife stand,
it can effectively prevent the cutting edge from be-
coming blunt, which is caused by its rubbing against
the inserting slit. The frequency of sharpening the
blade can then be reduced and the lifespan of the
knife can be extended. Further, this magnetic knife
stand is more effective in protecting the knife stand
from being cut or worn out by the knives.
Secondly, this magnetic knife stand provides the in-
serting slits for placing the knives and magnets are
disposed to attract the back of the blade. This is ef-
fective to store the knives securely in the knife stand.
It is convenient for use. It is safer and more reliable
when used with knife sheaths.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0013]

FIG. 1 shows the perspective view of the magnetic
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knife stand of the present invention.
FIG. 2 is the exploded view of the magnetic knife
stand as in Fig 1.
FIG. 3 shows the cross-sectional view of the mag-
netic knife stand as in Fig 1.
FIG. 4 shows the enlarged view of the magnetic knife
stand as in Fig 3.
FIG. 5 is the perspective view of Fig. 4.

[0014] The present invention is further described in de-
tail with the following embodiment and the accompanying
drawings. FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate an embodiment of this
magnetic knife stand. It has an appearance of a human
figure. Its appearance can be changed freely into any
traditional knife stand or other appearance. As illustrated
in FIGS. 1 and 2, this magnetic knife stand comprises a
base 1 and a supporting stand 2. The supporting stand
2 is fixed firmly onto the base 1. As illustrated in FIG. 2,
inserting slits 21 are disposed in various positions of the
supporting stand 2. Magnets 5 are embedded into holes
or hollows disposed on the upper inner side of the insert-
ing slits 21 near to their openings. As illustrated in FIGS.
3 and 5, the shape of the magnets 5 is in bar form. The
thickness of the magnets 5 shall not affect the insertion
of knives 4. The inserting slits 21 have corresponding
knife sheaths 3. One end of the knife sheaths 3 which
connect to the inserting slits 21 comprises projecting
members 31. The knife sheaths 3 are inserted into the
supporting stand 2 by means of the projecting members
31 and connect to the inserting slits 21 correspondingly.
The knife sheaths 3 can be removed conveniently when
required (for example, when the knife stand has to be
packed). While a knife 4 is inserting into the knife sheath
3 after use, the magnet 5 disposed on the upper inner
side of the inserting slit 21 has the property of attracting
the knife 4, thereby keeping the upper surface of the knife
4 (that is, the back of the blade) in contact with the upper
inner side of the inserting slit 21 while being inserted.
During the process of inserting, the cutting edge of the
knife 4 can be kept at a certain distance away from the
bottom inner side of the inserting slit 21, thereby avoiding
the cutting edge from rubbing against the bottom inner
side. Further, after the knife 4 is completely inserted, the
magnet 5 can keep the cutting edge of the knife 4 in a
position of being away from and having no contact with
the bottom of the knife sheath 3. As illustrated in FIGS.
1 and 3, after the blade 41 of the knife 4 is inserted into
the knife sheath 3, its handle 42 is located outside the
knife sheath 3 and the supporting stand 2.
[0015] The above embodiment is a preferred embod-
iment of the present invention. The present invention is
capable of other embodiments and is not limited by the
above embodiment. Any other variation, decoration, sub-
stitution, combination or simplification, whether in sub-
stance or in principle, not deviated from the spirit of the
present invention, is replacement or substitution of equiv-
alent effect and falls within the scope of protection of the
present invention.

Claims

1. A magnetic knife stand comprising one or more in-
serting slits, wherein one or more magnets are dis-
posed on the upper inner side of each inserting slit;
a hole or a hollow is disposed on the upper inner
side of each inserting slit, and the magnet is placed
inside the hole or hollow on the upper inner side of
the inserting slit.

2. The magnetic knife stand as in Claim 1, wherein the
magnet is disposed inside the inserting slit near to
its opening.

3. The magnetic knife stand as in Claim 1, wherein one
or more magnets are disposed for each inserting slit.

4. The magnetic knife stand as in Claim 1, wherein the
magnet is in the shape of a bar or a granule.

5. The magnetic knife stand as in Claim 1, wherein the
magnet is adhered to or embedded into the upper
inner side of the inserting slit.

6. The magnetic knife stand as in Claim 1, wherein each
inserting slit has a corresponding knife sheath, and
the knife sheath connects to the inserting slit remov-
ably.

7. The magnetic knife stand as in Claim 6, wherein a
projecting member or a groove is provided at one
end of the knife sheath which connects to the insert-
ing slit, and a corresponding groove or projecting
member is provided in the corresponding position of
the inserting slit.

8. The magnetic knife stand as in Claim 1, wherein the
shape and dimension of the knife sheath correspond
to the shape and dimension of the knife to be insert-
ed.

9. The magnetic knife stand as in claim 7, wherein the
shape and dimension of the knife sheath correspond
to the shape and dimension of the knife to be insert-
ed.
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