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(54) Collapsible cabinet

(57)  Acollapsible cabinetincludes arectangular cab-
inet body made out of a soft fabric sheet material and
having a top panel, a bottom panel, a left side panel, a
right side panel, a back panel and a front opening, hook
and loop pads fixedly provided on the outside of the cab-
inet body such that multiple collapsible cabinets can be

FIG. 1

fastened together to form a combination cabinet unit, a
hard support plate hinged to one side edge of the back
panel inside the cabinet body for supporting the cabinet
body in shape, and a partition member detachably
mounted in the cabinet body to divide the holding space
of the cabinet body into multiple small storage spaces.
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Description
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
1. Field of the Invention:

[0001] The present invention relates to cabinets and
more particularly, to a collapsible cabinet.

2. Description of the Related Art:

[0002] Cabinets are commonly used in a limited home
space for keeping things in good order. Conventional
cabinets are made of a hard material, such as plastics,
wood, or metal. These cabinets are not collapsible to
reduce the size when not in use or for delivery. There are
combination cabinets comprised of a number of hard
component parts subjectto a DIY (Do-It-Yourself) design.
However, it is complicated to collapse or to build up these
combination cabinets. Further, the hard component parts
of these combination cabinets use a big amount of pack-
ing materials.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] The present invention has been accomplished
under the circumstances in view. It is one object of the
present invention to provide a cabinet, which is collaps-
ible. Itis another object of the presentinvention to provide
a cabinet, which can conveniently be collapsed or set up
into the operative form.

[0004] To achieve these and other objects of the
present invention, the collapsible cabinet comprises a
rectangular cabinet body, hook and loop pads, and at
least one hard support plate. The cabinet body is made
out of a soft fabric sheet material, having a top panel, a
bottom panel opposite to the top panel, a left side panel
and aright side panel stitched to and connected between
the top panel and the bottom panel at two opposite lateral
sides, a back panel peripherally stitched to a respective
rear side edge of the top panel, the bottom panel, the left
side panel and the right side panel, and a front opening
through which storage items are inserted into the inside
space of the cabinet body surrounded by the top panel,
the bottom panel, the left side panel, the right side panel
and the back panel. Further, the back panel has a narrow
elongated diagonal slot. The hook and loop pads are fix-
edly provided at the top panel, the bottom panel, the left
side panel and the right side panel such for enabling mul-
tiple collapsible cabinets to be fastened together to form
a combination cabinet unit. The atleast one hard support
plate is respectively hinged to the inside wall of the cab-
inet body at the border of the back panel for supporting
the cabinet body in shape.

[0005] Further, a partition member may be fixedly pro-
vided inside the cabinet body or detachably fastened to
the inside of the cabinet body to divide the inside space
of the cabinet body into multiple small storage spaces
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for keeping different things in good order. The partition
member can be a crossed member fastened to the inside
of the cabinet body to divide the inside space of the cab-
inet body into four small storage spaces. Alternatively,
the partition member can be a flat member horizontally
or vertically fastened to the inside of the cabinet body to
divide the inside space of the cabinet body into two ver-
tically or horizontally spaced small storage spaces.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0006]

FIG. 1 is schematic perspective view of a collapsible
cabinet according to one embodiment of the present
invention, showing a crossed partition member fas-
tened to the inside of the cabinet body.

FIG. 2 is schematic perspective view of an alternate
form of the collapsible cabinet according to the
present invention, showing a flat partiton member
horizontally fastened to the inside of the cabinet
body.

FIG. 3 is schematic perspective view of another al-
ternate form of the collapsible cabinet according to
the present invention, showing the cabinet body pro-
vided with one single hard support plate.

FIG. 4 is schematic perspective view of still another
alternate form of the collapsible cabinet according
to the present invention, showing a flat partition
member vertically fastened to the inside of the cab-
inet body.

FIG. 5 is schematic perspective view of still another
alternate form of the collapsible cabinet according
to the present invention, showing cabinet body pro-
vided with one single hard support plate without a
partition member.

FIG. 6 illustrates the collapsed flat condition of the
collapsible cabinet according to the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 7 shows one application example of the present
invention.

FIG. 8 shows another application example of the
present invention.

FIG. 9 shows still another application example of the
present invention.

FIG. 10 shows still another application example of
the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENT

[0007] Referring to FIG. 1, a collapsible cabinet in ac-
cordance with the present invention is shown comprised
of a rectangular cabinet body 1 made out of a soft fabric
sheet material. The cabinet body 1 has a top panel 11,
a bottom panel 12 opposite to the top panel 11, a left side
panel 13 and a right side panel 14 stitched to and con-
nected between the top panel 11 and the bottom panel
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12 at two opposite lateral sides, a back panel 15 periph-
erally stitched to a respective rear side edge of the top
panel 11, the bottom panel 12, the left side panel 13 and
the right side panel 14, and a front opening 16 through
which storage items are inserted into the inside space of
the cabinet body 1 surrounded by the top panel 11, the
bottom panel 12, the left side panel 13, the right side
panel 14 and the back panel 15. Further, the back panel
15 has a narrow elongated diagonal slot 18, which is
peripherally reinforced with stitches. Further, hook and
loop pads 17 are fixedly provided at the top panel 11, the
bottom panel 12, the left side panel 13 and the right side
panel 14 around the respective opposite lateral sides.
[0008] Because the cabinet body 1 is made out of a
soft fabric sheet material, hard support means must be
used to support the cabinet body 1 in shape. Therefore,
two hard support plates 2 are respectively stitched to the
rear side of the top panel 11 and the rear side of the
bottom panel 12. The size of the hard support plates 2
is approximately equal to one half of the size of the back
panel 15. The two hard support plates 2 can be turned
relative to the cabinet body 1 to a vertical position and
abutted against each other to support the cabinet body
1 in shape. Further, a hook pad (or loop pad) 21 is re-
spectively fixedly provided at the back side of each hard
support plate 2 for fastening to a loop pad (or hook pad)
151 at the inner surface of the back panel 15 to hold the
hard support plates 2 in vertical. When not in use, the
hook pads (or loop pads) 21 are disengaged from the
loop pad (or hook pad) hook pad (or loop pad) 151, and
then the hard support plates 2 are respectively turned to
a horizontal position and respectively closely attached to
the top panel 11 and the bottom panel 12 for enabling
the cabinet body 1 to be folded into a flat collapsed con-
dition (see FIG. 6).

[0009] Further, a partition member 3 may be inserted
into the cabinet body 1 to divide the inside space of the
cabinet body 1 into many separated small spaces for
keeping different items. The partition member 3 can be
directly stitched to the inside wall of the cabinet body 1.
Alternatively, hook and loop materials (not shown) may
be used to detachably fasten the partition member 3 to
the inside wall of the cabinet body 1. The partition mem-
ber 3 may be variously embodied. For example, the par-
tition member 3 shown in FIG. 1 is a crossed member
that divides the inside space of the cabinet body 1 into
four separated small spaces; the partition member 3
shown in FIG. 2 is a flat board horizontally fastened to
the inside wall of the cabinet body 1 to divide the inside
space of the cabinet body 1 into two vertically spaced
small spaces; the partition member 3 shown in FIG. 4 is
a flat board vertically fastened to the inside wall of the
cabinet body 1 to divide the inside space of the cabinet
body 1 into a left small space and a right small space. In
the embodiment shown in FIG. 5, the collapsible cabinet
does not use a partition member.

[0010] Further, in the embodiment shown in FIG. 3,
only one single hard support plate 2A is used and stitched
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to the rear side of the top panel of the cabinet body, and
can be turned between a horizontal position and a vertical
position. The hard support plate 2A has a size approxi-
mately equal to the size of the back panel of the cabinet
body. When the hard support plate 2A is turned to vertical
to support the cabinet body in shape, the hook pad (or
loop pad) 21 at the back side of the hard support plate
2A is fastened to the loop pad (or hook pad) 151 at the
inner surface of the back panel 15.

[0011] Referring to FIGS. 7~10, a number of the col-
lapsible cabinets may be horizontally and vertically abut-
ted against one another and fastened to one another by
means of the respective hook and loop pads 17, forming
acombination cabinet unit. Further, each collapsible cab-
inet may be provided with a drawer 4, or covered with a
hinged door panel 5 (see FIG. 7).

[0012] Aprototype of collapsible cabinet has been con-
structed with the features of FIGS. 1~10. The collapsible
cabinet functions smoothly to provide all of the features
disclosed earlier.

[0013] Although particular embodiment of the inven-
tion have been described in detail for purposes of illus-
tration, various modifications and enhancements may be
made without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention. Accordingly, the invention is not to be limited
except as by the appended claims.

Claims
1. A collapsible cabinet comprising:

a rectangular cabinet body made out of a soft
fabric sheet material, said cabinet body having
a top panel, a bottom panel opposite to said top
panel, a left side panel and a right side panel
stitched to and connected between said top pan-
el and said bottom panel at two opposite lateral
sides, a back panel peripherally stitched to a re-
spective rear side edge of said top panel, said
bottom panel, said left side panel and said right
side panel, and a front opening through which
storage items are inserted into the inside space
of said cabinet body surrounded by said top pan-
el, said bottom panel, said left side panel, said
right side panel and said back panel, said back
panel having a narrow elongated diagonal slot;
hook and loop pads fixedly provided at said top
panel, said bottom panel, said left side panel
and said right side panel such for enabling mul-
tiple collapsible cabinets to be fastened together
to form a combination cabinet unit; and

at least one hard support plate respectively
hinged to an inside wall of said cabinet body at
the border of said back panel for supporting said
cabinet body in shape.

2. Thecollapsible cabinet as claimedin claim 1, where-
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in the number of said at least one hard support plate
is 2, and the two hard support plates are respectively
hinged to two opposite side edges of said back panel
inside said cabinet body, and the size of the hard
support plates is approximately equal to one half of
the size of said back panel.

3. Thecollapsible cabinet as claimed in claim 1, where-
in the number of said at least one hard support plate
is 1, and this single hard support plate is hinged to
one side edge of said back panel inside said cabinet
body, and the size of this single hard support plate
is approximately equal to the size of said back panel.

4. The collapsible cabinet as claimed in claim 1, further
comprising a partition member fastened to the inside
of said cabinet body to divide the inside space of
said cabinet body into multiple small storage spaces.

5. Thecollapsible cabinet as claimed in claim 4, where-
in said partition member is a crossed member fas-
tened to the inside of said cabinet body to divide the
inside space of said cabinet body into four small stor-
age spaces.

6. The collapsible cabinet as claimed in claim 4, where-
in said partition member is a flat member horizontally
fastened to the inside of said cabinet body to divide
the inside space of said cabinet body into two verti-
cally spaced small storage spaces.

7. Thecollapsible cabinet as claimedin claim 4, where-
in said partition member is a flat member vertically
fastened to the inside of said cabinet body to divide
the inside space of said cabinet body into a left stor-
age space and a right storage space.

Amended claims in accordance with Rule 137(2)
EPC.

1. A collapsible cabinet comprising:

arectangular cabinet body (1) made out of a soft
fabric sheet material, said cabinet body having
a top panel (11), a bottom panel (12) opposite
to said top panel, a left side panel (13) and a
right side panel (14) stitched to and connected
between said top panel (11) and said bottom
panel (12) at two opposite lateral sides, a back
panel (15) peripherally stitched to a respective
rear side edge of said top panel (11), said bottom
panel (12), said left side panel (13) and said right
side panel (14), and a front opening (16) through
which storage items are inserted into the inside
space of said cabinet body (1) surrounded by
said top panel (11), said bottom panel (12), said
left side panel (13), said right side panel (14)
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and said back panel (15),

hook and loop pads (17) fixedly provided at said
top panel (11), said bottom panel (12), said left
side panel (13) and said right side panel (14)
such for enabling multiple collapsible cabinets
to be fastened together to form a combination
cabinet unit; characterized by:

at least one hard support plate (2, 2A) re-
spectively hinged to an inside wall of said
cabinet body at the border of said back pan-
el (15) for supporting said cabinet body (1)
in shape, wherein said back panel (15) hav-
ing a narrow elongated diagonal slot (18)

2. The collapsible cabinet as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the number of said at least one hard support
plate (2, 2A) is 2, and the two hard support plates
are respectively hinged to two opposite side edges
of said back panel (15) inside said cabinet body (1),
and the size of the hard support plates (2) is approx-
imately equal to one half of the size of said back
panel (15).

3. The collapsible cabinet as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the number of said at least one hard support
plate (2, 2A) is 1, and this single hard support plate
(2, 2A) is hinged to one side edge of said back panel
(15) inside said cabinet body, and the size of this
single hard support plate (2, 2A) is approximately
equal to the size of said back panel (15).

4. The collapsible cabinet as claimed in claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a partition member (3) fastened to
the inside of said cabinet body (1) to divide the inside
space of said cabinet body (1) into multiple small
storage spaces.

5. The collapsible cabinet as claimed in claim 4,
wherein said partition member (3) is a crossed mem-
ber fastened to the inside of said cabinet body to
divide the inside space of said cabinet body into four
small storage spaces.

6. The collapsible cabinet as claimed in claim 4,
wherein said partition member (3) is a flat member
horizontally fastened to the inside of said cabinet
body to divide the inside space of said cabinet body
into two vertically spaced small storage spaces.

7. The collapsible cabinet as claimed in claim 4,
wherein said partition member (3) is a flat member
vertically fastened to the inside of said cabinet body
to divide the inside space of said cabinet body into
a left storage space and a right storage space.
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