
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
1 

92
1 

02
2

A
1

��&����
��

���
(11) EP 1 921 022 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
14.05.2008 Bulletin 2008/20

(21) Application number: 07003843.5

(22) Date of filing: 26.02.2007

(51) Int Cl.:
B65D 81/32 (2006.01) A47G 19/22 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC NL PL PT RO SE SI 
SK TR
Designated Extension States: 
AL BA HR MK RS

(30) Priority: 07.11.2006 IT TO20060165 U

(71) Applicant: Giuso S.P.A.
15011 Acqui Terme AL (IT)

(72) Inventor: Vacca, Paolo
15011 Acqui Terme (AL) (IT)

(74) Representative: Garavelli, Paolo
A.BRE.MAR. S.R.L., 
Via Servais 27
10146 Torino (IT)

(54) Multi-cup vessel for ice-creams

(57) A multi-cup vessel (1) for ice-creams is de-
scribed, comprising at least two mutually separated cups
(3, 5) adapted to contain different types and amounts of
products; such cups (3, 5) are mutually connected

through at least one, rigid or flexible, junction line (7);
moreover, at least one of the cups (3, 5) is adapted to
also operate as handle or gripping member for transport-
ing the vessel (1).
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Description

[0001] The present invention refers to a multi-cup ves-
sel, equipped with at least due cups and adapted in par-
ticular to contain ice-creams.
[0002] Various types of vessels are known in the art
for transporting, also ice-creams, divided into compart-
ments in order to keep their contents separated.
[0003] In the field of vessels for yoghurts to be eaten
by the end user, vessels are known that are equipped
with two cups, one of which contains yoghurt, while the
other one contains cereals or other foods to be mixed
with yoghurt upon their consumption. In the field of ice-
creams, instead, and in particular of vessels for an end
user to consume ice-creams, no solutions of this type are
known.
[0004] Instead, so far the cups of specialty ice-creams,
both for ice-cream manifacturers and for consumers, had
constraints for their proposal and use.
[0005] In fact, for ice-cream manufacturers:

- it was complicated to propose them without having
tables

- they required a great deal of preparing work
- they often were difficult to communicate.

[0006] These problems are serious, given the chance
of increasing, with these products, the mean value of
incomes of ice-cream parlours.
[0007] The consumer, on the other hand, was often
constrained to consume his cups in an ice-cream parlour
and was limited by proposals defined beforehand in his
desire to "experiment".
[0008] The Applicant of the present invention has tried
to overcome these obstacles and to free the desire of
"eating" an ice-cream, designing a new mode for prepar-
ing and offering specialy cups that is:

- simple, quick, earning and easy to propose for ice-
cream manufacturers

- new, self-satisfactory and amusing for the end con-
sumer.

[0009] The present invention, in particular, is based on
some major concepts, namely:

- the proposal of rich specialties in their appearance
and visual enjoyment, but simple to be prepared

- the advised use of chocolate mixtures with inclusions
in addition to toppings and grains, able to give con-
sistency to tastes and self-gratification to consumers

- the chance for a consumer to be free in his choice
of ingredients of his own specialty

- the realisation of a new form that is able not only to
accept in an innovative way what is described above,
but also to allow an easy consumption outside the
ice-cream parlour.

[0010] Therefore, object of the present invention is
solving the above prior art problems, providing a multi-
cup vessel for ice-creams, that allows supplying the end
user with ice-creams that are able to be mixed with var-
ious topping food for ice-creams.
[0011] A further object of the present invention is pro-
viding a vessel as stated above in which one of the cups
is further adapted to operate as handle or gripping mem-
ber for transporting such vessel.
[0012] The above and other objects and advantages
of the invention, as will appear from the following descrip-
tion, are obtained with a multi-cup vessel as claimed in
claim 1. Preferred embodiments and non-trivial varia-
tions of the present invention are the subject matter of
the dependent claims.
[0013] The present invention will be better described
by some preferred embodiments thereof, provided as a
non-limiting example, with reference to the enclosed
drawings, in which:

- Figure 1 is a perspective view of a possible embod-
iment of a two-cup vessel according to the present
invention;

- Figure 2 is a side view of the vessel di Fig. 1; and
- Figure 3 is a top view of the vessel of Fig. 1.

[0014] With reference to the Figures, a preferred em-
bodiment of the multi-cup vessel of the present invention
is shown and described. It will be immediately obvious
that numerous variations and modifications (for example
related to shape, sizes and parts with equivalent func-
tionality) can be made to the described vessel without
departing from the scope of the invention as appears
from the enclosed claims.
[0015] The multi-cup vessel 1 of the presente invention
is adapted to contain products in general, but can be
applied in particular and preferably to the field of ice-
creams.
[0016] In its most common embodiment, it comprises
two cups 3, 5 (but other arrangements with a greater
number of cups are obviously possible), mutually sepa-
rated and adapted to contain different types and amounts
of products.
[0017] In the embodiment shown, one of the cups, des-
ignated with reference 3, has a greater capacity and is
aimed to contain the real ice-cream, while the other cup,
designated with reference 5, is adapted to contain vari-
ous types of food, such as toppings for ice-cream, addi-
tives, etc. Moreover, the smaller cup 5 is adapted to op-
erate as handle or gripping member for a user, providing
the vessel 1 with an appearance of cup as shown in the
Figures.
[0018] Such cups 3, 5 are mutually joined along at least
one junction line 7 made of flexible material; such junction
line 7 can be rigid (meaning that the two cups 3, 5 remain
mutually separate and the products contained therein are
collected by the consumer and possibly mixed through
external means, such as for example the spoons that will
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be mentioned below), or can be adapted to be bent in
order to allow pouring the contents of cup (handle) 5 in-
side cup 3.
[0019] It is obviously possible to make such junction
line 7 also of a type that can be broken, in order to be
able to possibly mutually detach the two cups 3, 5 once
having poured their contents; it will then be possible to
dispose of the smaller cup (handle) 5 and use the bigger
cup 3 as common cup or glass for ice-cream.
[0020] Moreover, the multi-cup vessel 1 of the present
invention can be equipped with at least one spoon adapt-
ed both to collect ice-cream and topping separately, and
to mix ice-cream and topping after having poured them
in a single cup (for example 3).
[0021] Still more, in order to make its contents more
evident and aesthetically pleasing, the vessel 1 can be
made of transparent material, preferably plastics.
[0022] Currently preferred capacities for two embodi-
ments of the vessel 1 are, in one case, 120 ml for cup 3
and 20 ml for cup 5, and in another case, 440 ml for cup
3 and 40 ml for cup 5.
[0023] With the described arrangements, thereby,
some major functions are performed, such as:

- allowing an easy transport and a comfortable con-
sumption of ice-creams even outside an ice-cream
parlour

- providing new and original solutions for inserting sol-
id topping elements (such as for example grains)

- avoiding the direct contact between hand and cup
during its transport.

[0024] Nowadays, there is a strong consumer interest
in self-gratification, because the act of consuming does
not satisfy only primary needs, but more and more affects
the personal well-being area.
[0025] In this enviroment, the interest of consumers is
directed towards small dessert in glasses, ideal to renew
the removal of ice-creams but also valid as impulse con-
sumption times linked to a tasty pause or a pleasant
snack. Absolutely innovative ice-cream recipes and ves-
sel shapes have thereby been created.
[0026] In particular, the proposed recipes have been
devised both for creamy mousse, and for layered ice-
cream. Both proposals, completed with sauces and sol-
ids, offer a range of very interesting chromatisms and
tastes for the consumer.
[0027] The interest of consumers towards small cakes
in glasses have not so far produced any real innovation
in used vessels, so that often they were objects aimed
for other uses.
[0028] The vessel 1 of the presente invention, instead,
is an innovation also applied to desserts in glasses, in its
arrangement with greater capacity.
[0029] In this application, the vessel 1, preferably
made of transparent material, gives the maximum value
to the exposure of prepared desserts in a shop window.
Moreover, it is distinguished due to the presence of the

"vessel" handle 5 that, in addition to characterise its
shape, allows:

- being filled with toppings, creating new chromatisms
inside the windows

- facilitating the cup consumption when there is an im-
pulse consumption

- avoiding the direct contact between hand and cup
when eating (particularly unpleasant in case of des-
serts made of ice-cream).

[0030] Some preferred embodiments of the present in-
vention have been shown and described: obviously, the
skilled people in the art will immediately realise that nu-
merous variations and modifications can be performed,
functionally equivalent to the previous ones, that fall with-
in the scope of the invention as pointed out in the en-
closed claims.

Claims

1. Multi-cup vessel (1) for ice-creams, characterised
in that it comprises at least two mutually separated
cups (3, 5) adapted to contain different types and
amounts of products, said cups (3, 5) being mutually
connected through at least one junction line (7), at
least one of said cups (3, 5) being adapted to also
operate as handle or gripping member for transport-
ing said vessel (1).

2. Multi-cup vessel (1) according to claim 1, charac-
terised in that said junction line (7) is rigid and said
at least two cups (3, 5) and the contained products
are kept mutually separated.

3. Multi-cup vessel (1) according to claim 1, charac-
terised in that said junction line (7) is flexible, said
at least two cups (3, 5) being adapted to be bent
along said junction line (7) in order to pour the prod-
ucts contained in one (5) of said cups (3, 5) inside
the other one (3) of said cups (3, 5).

4. Multi-cup vessel (1) according to any one of the pre-
vious claims, characterised in that one (3) of said
cups (3, 5) has a much greater capacity than the
other one (5) of said cups (3, 5).

5. Multi-cup vessel (1) according to claim 4, charac-
terised in that said cup (3) with greater capacity is
adapted to contain ice-cream and said cup (3) with
smaller capacity is adapted to contain topping food
for ice-cream.

6. Multi-cup vessel (1) according to claim 3, charac-
terised in that said cups (3, 5) are mutually joined
in a detachable way along said junction line (7).
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7. Multi-cup vessel (1) according to any one of the pre-
vious claims, characterised in that it is further
equipped with at least one spoon adapted to mix ice-
cream and topping after having poured them in a
single cup (3).

8. Multi-cup vessel (1) according to any one of the pre-
vious claims, characterised in that it is made of
transparent material.

9. Multi-cup vessel (1) according to any one of the pre-
vious claims, characterised in that said cup (3) has
a capacity of 120 ml and said cup (5) has a capacity
of 20 ml.

10. Multi-cup vessel (1) according to any one of claims
1 to 8, characterised in that said cup (3) has a
capacity of 440 ml and said cup (5) has a capacity
of 40 ml.
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