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(54) Apparatus and method for controlling air current in sleep mode of air conditioner

(57) An apparatus and method for controlling an air
current in a sleep mode of an air conditioner, in which
the directions of air discharged through discharge holes
and the volume of the discharged air are controlled so
as to reduce power consumption while creating a com-
fortable sleeping environment. The method for control-
ling an air current in a sleep mode of an air conditioner
having blades for adjusting directions of discharged air,
includes determining whether the sleep mode is inputted;
sensing an indoor temperature, when it is determined
that the sleep mode is inputted; and comparing the
sensed indoor temperature with a set control tempera-
ture, and adjusting the directions of the discharged air
according to the results of the comparison.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application claims the benefit of Korean
Patent Application No. 2006-0116079, filed November
22, 2006, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office, the
disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0002] The present invention relates to a method for
controlling an air current in a sleep mode of an air con-
ditioner to save power, and more particularly, to an ap-
paratus and method for controlling an air current in a
sleep mode of an air conditioner, in which the directions
of air discharged through discharge holes and the volume
of the discharged air are adjusted so as to reduce power
consumption while creating a comfortable sleeping en-
vironment.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0003] Generally, air conditioners are apparatuses for
cooling or heating an indoor space, and supplies cool or
warm air due to characteristics of that a refrigerant ab-
sorbs surrounding heat when the refrigerant in a liquid
state is evaporated and emits the heat when the refrig-
erant is liquefied using a conventional refrigerating cycle
obtained by circulating the refrigerant.
[0004] Recently, the air conditioners are operated in
various automatic modes for creating a comfortable in-
door environment including a dehumidifying mode for de-
humidifying without changing an indoor temperature. The
above various automatic modes include a sleep mode,
which is selected by a user when the user wants to sleep.
[0005] A sleep mode of a conventional air conditioner
employs a method for controlling the directions of dis-
charged air such that an air current is not directly trans-
ferred to a user in a sleeping state. The Korean Patent
Laid-open Publication No. 2002-0002796 discloses such
an air conditioner.
[0006] The air conditioner disclosed in the Patent is
operated in a sleep mode for providing a comfortable
sleeping environment by adjusting the angles of blades
according to the direction of air, selected by a user, in an
initial state of the sleep mode so as to control the direc-
tions of air discharged through discharge holes, and by
adjusting the angles of the blades to produce an indirect
wind in which the discharged air is not directly transferred
to the user, when a designated time has elapsed.
[0007] In the above conventional method for control-
ling the directions of the discharged air, when a desig-
nated time from the start of the sleep mode has elapsed,
the indirect wind in which the air current is not directly
transferred to the user, is produced. Since the air current

always produces the indirect wind regardless of temper-
ature to be controlled, cool air is not directly transferred
to the user. Thus, the user cannot easily fall asleep in
the sweltering heat on tropical night in summer.
[0008] Further, the number of rotations of an indoor
fan is regularly adjusted in the sleep mode of the air con-
ditioner regardless of whether a compressor is operated,
thus increasing user sensitivity to the air current when
the compressor is switched off and causing discomfort
to the user. Thereby, power consumption is increased
also.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] Therefore, one aspect of the invention is to pro-
vide an apparatus and method for controlling an air cur-
rent in a sleep mode of an air conditioner, in which the
directions of discharged air are controlled according to
an indoor temperature in the sleep mode, thus providing
a comfortable sleeping environment to a user.
[0010] Another aspect of the invention is to provide an
apparatus and method for controlling an air current in a
sleep mode of an air conditioner, in which the volume of
discharged air is controlled by adjusting a number of ro-
tations of an indoor unit according to whether a compres-
sor is operated, thus reducing power consumption while
reducing user sensitivity to the air current.
[0011] In accordance with one aspect, the present in-
vention provides a method for controlling an air current
in a sleep mode of an air conditioner having blades for
adjusting directions of discharged air, comprising deter-
mining whether the inputted operating mode is the sleep
mode; sensing an indoor temperature, when it is deter-
mined that the inputted operating mode is the sleep
mode; and comparing the sensed indoor temperature
with a set control temperature, and adjusting the direc-
tions of the discharged air according to the results of the
comparison.
[0012] The control temperature is set by user’s instruc-
tions, or is set to a default value, which is predetermined.
[0013] The adjustment of the directions of the dis-
charged air includes controlling the directions of dis-
charged air to produce one selected from the group con-
sisting of an indirect wind, an indirect intermittent wind,
and a direct intermittent wind according to the results of
the comparison.
[0014] The indirect wind is produced by locating the
blades at angles, where a user does not directly sense
the air current, when the indoor temperature is lower than
the control temperature.
[0015] The indirect intermittent wind is produced by
swinging the blades such that the time for locating the
blades at angles, where a user does not directly sense
the air current, is longer than the time for locating the
blades at angles, where the user directly senses the air
current, when the indoor temperature is not lower than
the control temperature and is not higher than a first tem-
perature, which is higher than the control temperature.
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[0016] The direct intermittent wind is produced by
swinging the blades such that the time for locating the
blades at angles, where a user directly senses the air
current, is longer than the time for locating the blades at
angles, where the user does not directly sense the air
current, when the indoor temperature is higher than the
first temperature.
[0017] In accordance with another aspect, the present
invention provides a method for controlling an air current
in a sleep mode of an air conditioner having an indoor
fan for adjusting volume of discharged air, comprising
determining whether the inputted operating mode is the
sleep mode; sensing an indoor temperature, when it is
determined that the inputted operating mode is the sleep
mode; determining whether a compressor is operated by
comparing the sensed indoor temperature with a set con-
trol temperature; and differently adjusting the minimum
number of rotations of the indoor fan according to the
results of the determination.
[0018] The adjustment of the minimum number of ro-
tations of the indoor fan includes adjusting the minimum
number of rotations of the indoor fan when the compres-
sor is switched off to be smaller than the minimum
number of rotations of the indoor fan when the compres-
sor is switched on.
[0019] In accordance with another aspect, the present
invention provides an apparatus for controlling an air cur-
rent in a sleep mode of an air conditioner, comprising
blades for adjusting the directions of discharged air; an
input unit for selecting an operating mode according to
user’s instructions; a temperature sensing unit for sens-
ing an indoor temperature when the sleep mode is se-
lected by the input unit; and a control unit for comparing
the sensed indoor temperature with a set control temper-
ature and adjusting the directions of the blades according
to the results of the comparison, so as to control the di-
rections of the discharged air.
[0020] The control unit controls the directions of the
discharged air by locating the directions of the blades at
angles to produce an indirect wind, where a user does
not directly sense the air current, when the indoor tem-
perature is lower than the control temperature.
[0021] The control unit controls the directions of the
discharged air by swinging the blades such that the time
for locating the blades at angles, where a user does not
directly sense the air current, is longer than the time for
locating the blades at angles, where the user directly
senses the air current, to produce an indirect intermittent
wind, when the indoor temperature is not lower than the
control temperature and is not higher than a first temper-
ature, which is higher than the control temperature.
[0022] The control unit controls the directions of the
discharged air by swinging the blades such that the time
for locating the blades at angles, where a user directly
senses the air current, is longer than the time for locating
the blades at angles, where the user does not directly
sense the air current, to produce an direct intermittent
wind, when the indoor temperature is higher than the first

temperature.
[0023] The apparatus further comprises an indoor fan
for controlling volume of the discharged air, and the con-
trol unit determines whether a compressor is operated
according to the results of the comparison, and differently
adjusting the minimum number of rotations of the indoor
fan according to the results of the determination.
[0024] In accordance with yet another aspect, the
present invention provides an apparatus for controlling
an air current in a sleep mode of an air conditioner, com-
prising an indoor fan for adjusting volume of discharged
air; an input unit for selecting an operating mode accord-
ing to user’s instructions; a temperature sensing unit for
sensing an indoor temperature when the sleep mode is
selected by the input unit; and a control unit for comparing
the sensed indoor temperature with a set control temper-
ature, determining whether a compressor is operated ac-
cording to the results of the comparison, and differently
adjusting the minimum number of rotations of the indoor
fan according to the results of the determination.
[0025] The control unit controls the minimum number
of rotations of the indoor fan when the compressor is
switched off to be smaller than the minimum number of
rotations of the indoor fan when the compressor is
switched on.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0026] These and/or other aspects and advantages of
the invention will become apparent and more readily ap-
preciated from the following description of the embodi-
ments, taken in conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ings in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an indoor unit of an
air conditioner in accordance with the present inven-
tion;
FIG. 2 is a control diagram or an apparatus for con-
trolling an air current in a sleep mode of the air con-
ditioner in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating a method for con-
trolling an air current in a sleep mode of an air con-
ditioner by adjusting directions of discharged air in
accordance with one embodiment the present inven-
tion; and
FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating a method for con-
trolling an air current in a sleep mode of an air con-
ditioner by adjusting a number of rotations of an in-
door fan for saving power in accordance with another
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0027] Reference will now be made in detail to the em-
bodiments of the present invention, an example of which
is illustrated in the accompanying drawings, wherein like
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reference numerals refer to like elements throughout.
The embodiments are described below to explain the
present invention by referring to the annexed drawings.
[0028] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an indoor unit of
an air conditioner in accordance with the present inven-
tion, more particularly, a stand-type air conditioner, in
which air is discharged from three surfaces.
[0029] As shown in FIG. 1, suction holes 12 for inhaling
indoor air therethrough are formed through the lower por-
tions of the side surfaces of an indoor unit 10, and a
plurality of discharge holes 14, 16, and 18 for discharging
the air, inhaled through the suction holes 12, to an indoor
space therethrough are formed through the upper portion
of the indoor unit 10.
[0030] The plurality of discharge holes 14, 16, and 18
include a left discharge hole 14 formed through the upper
portion of the left side surface of the indoor unit 10, a
right discharge hole 16 formed through the upper portion
of the right side surface of the indoor unit 10, and a front
discharge hole 18 formed through the central portion of
the front surface of the indoor unit 10.
[0031] Blades 14a, 16a, and 18a for opening and clos-
ing the discharge holes 14, 16, 18 and adjusting the di-
rections of air discharged through the discharge holes
14, 16, and 18 are respectively provided in the discharge
holes 14, 16, and 18. First to third stepping motors 14b,
16b, and 18b for rotating the blades 14a, 16a, and 18a
are respectively provided at the blades 14a, 16a, and
18a.
[0032] The first to third stepping motors 14b, 16b, and
18b for separately rotating the blades 14a, 16a, and 18a
provided in the discharge holes 14, 16, and 18 are re-
spectively provided at the blades 14a, 16a, and 18a, and
rotate the blades 14a, 16a, and 18a at designated angles
according to rotating amounts thereof.
[0033] When a variable reluctance type stepping motor
having an excellent rotational angle resolution is used as
the first to third stepping motors 14b, 16b, and 18b, the
blades 14a, 16a, and 18a can change their directions
continuously as well as by stages, thus being operated
in a swing mode. Any power unit, which can change the
directions of the blades 14a, 16a, and 18a continuously
as well as by stages, may be used as the first to third
stepping motors 14b, 16b, and 18b.
[0034] The stepping motors 14b, 16b, and 18b are driv-
en, and thus rotate connection members (not shown)
connected to driving shafts of the stepping motors 14b,
16b, and 18b. Thereby, the rotational angles of the blades
14a, 16a, and 18a are changed. The directions of air
discharged through the discharge holes 14, 16, and 18
are adjusted according to the changed rotational angles
of the blades 14a, 16a, and 18a, and the discharge holes
14, 16, and 18 are opened and closed according to the
rotational angles of the blades 14a, 16a, and 18a. The
blades 14a, 16a, and 18a are rotated in the range of an
angle of 0° to 70°.
[0035] For convenience of description, the blade 14a
provided in the left discharge hole 14 is referred to as the

left blade, the blade 16a provided in the right discharge
hole 16 is referred to as the right blade, and the blade
18a provided in the front discharge hole 18 is referred to
as the front blade.
[0036] An indoor heat exchanger 20 for converting in-
door air inhaled through the suction holes 12 into cool air
or warm air through latent heat of vaporization of a re-
frigerant and an indoor fan 22 for blowing the air, which
has been heat-exchanged by the indoor heat exchanger
20, are installed in the indoor unit 10.
[0037] FIG. 2 is a control diagram of an apparatus for
controlling an air current in a sleep mode of an air con-
ditioner in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention. The apparatus includes an input unit
100, an indoor temperature sensing unit 110, a control
unit 120, a compressor driving unit 130, an indoor fan
driving unit 140, a blade driving unit 150, and a display
unit 160.
[0038] The input unit 100 includes a key operating unit
or a remote controller signal receiving unit so as to input
an operating mode (for example, a cooling, heating or
sleep mode) and operation data, such as a control tem-
perature (Ts), a designated volume of air, and a desig-
nated direction of air. The indoor temperature sensing
unit 110 senses the temperature (Tr) of indoor air inhaled
into the indoor unit 10.
[0039] The control unit 120 is a micro computer for
controlling a cooling, heating or sleep operation accord-
ing to the operating mode inputted by the input unit 100.
In the sleep mode, the control unit 120 adjusts the angles
of the blades 14a, 16a, and 18a according to the results
of comparison between the indoor temperatures (Tr) and
the control temperature (Ts) to control the directions of
air discharged through the discharge holes 14, 16, and
18, and differently adjusts the number of rotations of the
indoor fan 22 according to whether a compressor 132 is
operated to control the volume of the discharged air.
[0040] In the sleep mode, the control unit 120 adjusts
the angles of the blades 14a, 16a, and 18a according to
the results of the comparison between the indoor tem-
peratures (Tr) and the control temperature (Ts), thus con-
trolling the directions of air discharged through the dis-
charge holes 14, 16, and 18. The above directions of air
controlled by the control unit 120 are defined, as follows.
[0041] First, the discharged air having a direction,
which directly faces a user so as to sense an air current,
by adjusting the angles of the blades 14a, 16a, and 18a,
is defined as a direct wind, the discharged air having a
direction, which does not directly face the user so as not
to sense an air current, by adjusting the angles of the
blades 14a, 16a, and 18a, is defined as an indirect wind,
and the discharged air having a direction, which intermit-
tently faces the user so as to intermittently sense an air
current, by adjusting the angles of the blades 14a, 16a,
and 18a, is defined as an intermittent wind.
[0042] Here, the intermittent wind is obtained by the
reciprocation (swing) of the blades 14a, 16a, and 18a
between an angle producing the direct wind and an angle
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producing the indirect wind. Particularly, the intermittent
wind, which is obtained by the stay of the blades 14a,
16a, and 18a at the angle producing the direct wind for
a longer time than the angle producing the indirect wind,
is defined as a direct intermittent wind, and the intermit-
tent wind, which is obtained by the stay of the blades
14a, 16a, and 18a at the angle producing the indirect
wind for a longer time than the angle producing the direct
wind, is defined as an indirect intermittent wind.
[0043] The angles of the blades 14a, 16a, and 18a
producing the direct wind, the indirect wind, the direct
intermittent wind, and the indirect intermittent wind and
the times to blowing the direct wind, the indirect wind,
the direct intermittent wind, and the indirect intermittent
wind are stored in a ROM table of the control unit 120.
[0044] For example, in the stand-type air conditioner,
in which air is discharged from three surfaces, in accord-
ance with the present invention, when the front blade 18a
turns in the downward direction, air discharged through
the front discharge hole 18 produces a direct wind, and
when the front blade 18a turns in the horizontal or upward
direction, air discharged through the front discharge hole
18 produces an indirect wind. Further, when the left and
right blades 14a and 16a turn in the convergent direction,
air discharged through the left and right discharge holes
14 and 16 produces a direct wind, and when the left and
right blades 14a and 16a turn in the divergent direction,
air discharged through the left and right discharge holes
14 and 16 produces an indirect wind.
[0045] Accordingly, as the results of the comparison
between the indoor temperature (Tr) and the control tem-
perature (Ts), when the indoor temperature (Tr) is lower
than the control temperature (Ts) (Tr < Ts), the control
unit 120 controls the directions of air discharged through
the discharge holes 14, 16, and 18 so as to produce the
indirect wind, when the indoor temperature (Tr) is not
lower than the control unit (Ts) and is not higher than the
control temperature (Ts) + P (Ts ≤ Tr ≤ Ts+P), the control
unit 120 controls the directions of air discharged through
the discharge holes 14, 16, and 18 so as to produce the
indirect intermittent wind, and when the indoor tempera-
ture (Tr) is higher than the control temperature (Ts) + P
(Tr > Ts+P), the control unit 120 controls the directions
of air discharged through the discharge holes 14, 16, and
18 so as to produce the direct intermittent wind. Here,
the control temperature (Ts) may be a temperature,
which is set by a user, or a temperature pattern, which
is programmed in the sleep mode.
[0046] The compressor driving unit 130 controls the
operation of the compressor 132 according to the control
signal of the control unit 120, and the indoor fan driving
unit 140 controls the operation of the indoor fan 22 ac-
cording to the control signal of the control unit 120.
[0047] The blade driving unit 150 includes the stepping
motors 14b, 16b, and 18b for controlling the positions
and the swing angles of the blades 14a, 16a, and 18a so
as to adjust the directions or air discharged through the
discharge holes 14, 16, and 18 according to the control

signal of the control unit 120.
[0048] The display unit 160 displays the operating
state and the error mode of the air conditioner according
to the display control signal of the control unit 120. The
display unit 160 visually displays the directions of the
blades 14a, 16a, and 18a, which are changed by stages,
thus informing the present directions of the blades 14a,
16a, and 18a to a user.
[0049] Hereinafter, a method for controlling an air cur-
rent in a sleeping mode of an air conditioner using the
above apparatus will be described.
[0050] First, discharged air having a direction, which
makes a user directly sense an air current, is defined as
a direct wind, discharged air having a direction, which
does not make the user directly sense the air current, is
defined as an indirect wind, and discharged air having a
direction, which makes the user intermittently sense an
air current, is defined as an intermittent wind. Particularly,
the intermittent wind, in which the time for blowing the
direct wind is longer than the time for blowing the indirect
wind, is defined as a direct intermittent wind, and the
intermittent wind, in which the time for blowing the indirect
wind is longer than the time for blowing the direct wind,
is defined as an indirect intermittent wind.
[0051] In the stand-type air conditioner, in which air is
discharged from three surfaces, in accordance with the
present invention, when the front blade 18a turns in the
downward direction and the left and right blades 14a and
16a turn in the convergent direction, air discharged
through the discharge holes 14, 16, and 18 produces a
direct wind, and when the front blade 18a turns in the
horizontal or upward direction and the left and right
blades 14a and 16a turn in the divergent direction, air
discharged through the discharge holes 14, 16, and 18
produces an indirect wind. Further, when the front blade
19a swings up and down and the left and right blades
14a and 16a swing right and left, air discharged through
the discharge holes 14, 16, and 18 produces an intermit-
tent wind.
[0052] FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating a method for
controlling an air current in a sleep mode of an air con-
ditioner in accordance with the present invention. Here-
inafter, a cooling operation of the air conditioner will be
described.
[0053] First, an operating mode (for example, a cool-
ing, heating or sleep mode) and operation data (for ex-
ample, a sleep operation time, a control temperature, etc.
in the sleep mode) corresponding to the operating mode
are inputted to the control unit 120 through the input unit
100 according to user’s instructions.
[0054] The control unit 120 determines whether a
sleep mode is inputted (S200). When it is determined
that the sleep mode is not inputted, the control unit 120
operates the compressor 132 through the compressor
driving unit 130, and adjusts the positions of the blades
14a, 16a, and 18a and the volume of air discharged from
the indoor fan 22 according to values set by the user,
thus performing a normal cooling operation (S202).
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[0055] As the results of the determination, when it is
determined that the sleep mode is inputted, the control
unit 120 determines whether the sleep operation time is
inputted through the input unit 100 according to user’s
instructions, before the sleep mode is operated (S204).
When it is determined that the sleep operation time is not
inputted, the control unit 120 sets the sleep operation
time to a default value (approximately 8 hours), which is
predetermined in the control unit 120 (usually, a period
from the time of going to bed to the time of getting up
from bed) (S206).
[0056] When it is determined that the sleep operation
time is inputted, the control unit 120 determines whether
the control temperature (Ts) in the sleep mode is inputted
through the input unit 100 according to user’s instructions
(S208). When it is determined that the control tempera-
ture (Ts) in the sleep mode is not inputted, the control
unit 120 sets the control temperature (Ts) to a default
value, which is predetermined in the control unit 120,
(S210).
[0057] As described above, when the sleep operation
time and the control temperature (Ts) in the sleep mode
are inputted to the control unit 120 according to user’s
instructions or are set to the default values, the control
unit 120 senses an indoor temperature (Tr) through the
indoor temperature sensing unit 110 so as to control the
directions of air in the sleep mode (S212).
[0058] The control unit 120 compares the sensed in-
door temperature (Tr) with the control temperature (Ts,
approximately 27~28°C) (S214). As the results of the
comparison, when it is determined that the sensed indoor
temperature (Tr) is lower than the control temperature
(Ts), an indoor space has temperature conditions, which
lowers the skin temperature of the user to go to bed, and
thus the control unit 120 controls air discharged from the
discharge holes 14, 16, and 18 to have a direction for
producing an indirect wind so as to minimize the opera-
tion of a nerve center controlling the temperature of a
human body (S216).
[0059] On the other hand, when it is determined that
the sensed indoor temperature (Tr) is not lower than the
control temperature (Ts), the control unit 120 determines
whether the indoor temperature (Tr) is not lower than the
control unit (Ts) and is not higher than the control tem-
perature (Ts) + P (here, P is approximately 1°C) (S218).
When it is determined that the indoor temperature (Tr) is
not lower than the control unit (Ts) and is not higher than
the control temperature (Ts) + P, the indoor space has
temperature conditions, which maintains the comfortable
state of the skin temperature of the user to go to bed,
and thus the control unit 120 controls air discharged from
the discharge holes 14, 16, and 18 to have a direction
for producing an indirect intermittent wind (S220).
[0060] On the other hand, when it is determined that
the sensed indoor temperature (Tr) is higher than the
control temperature (Ts) + P, the indoor space has tem-
perature conditions, which raises the skin temperature
of the user, and thus control unit 120 controls air dis-

charged from the discharge holes 14, 16, and 18 to have
a direction for producing an direct intermittent wind so as
to prevent the skin temperature from rising (S222).
[0061] As described above, the control unit 120 con-
trols the directions of the air discharged from the dis-
charge holes 14, 16, and 18 to produce the indirect wind,
the indirect intermittent wind, or the direct intermittent
wind according to the results of the comparison between
the indoor temperature (Tr) and the control temperature
(Ts), thus allowing the user to intermittently sense an air
current and comfortably maintaining the skin tempera-
ture of the user. Further, the control unit 120 increases
the control temperature (Ts), compared with the sleep
mode of the conventional air conditioner, thus reducing
power consumption.
[0062] Thereafter, the control unit 120 determines
whether the predetermined sleep operation time has
elapsed (S224). When it is determined that the sleep op-
eration time has not elapsed, the method is fed back into
the step S212. Thereby, in the sleep mode, the control
unit 120 senses the indoor temperature (Tr), which is
changed, and continuously controls the directions of the
air discharged from the discharge holes 14, 16, and 18
to produce the indirect wind, the indirect intermittent wind,
and the direct intermittent wind.
[0063] On the other hand, when it is determined that
the sleep operation time has elapsed, the control unit 120
stops the operations of all loads, thus terminating the
operation of the air conditioner in the sleep mode.
[0064] Hereinafter, a process for adjusting a number
of rotations of the indoor fan 22 for saving power in the
sleep mode of the air conditioner in accordance with the
present invention will be described.
[0065] FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating a method for
controlling an air current in a sleep mode of an air con-
ditioner by adjusting a number rotations of an indoor fan
for saving power in accordance with another embodiment
of the present invention. Some elements of FIG. 4 are
substantially the same as those of FIG. 3, and a detailed
description thereof will thus be omitted because it is con-
sidered to be unnecessary.
[0066] In FIG. 4, an operating mode (for example, a
cooling, heating or sleep mode) and operation data (for
example, a sleep operation time, a control temperature,
etc. in the sleep mode) corresponding to the operating
mode are inputted to the control unit 120 through the
input unit 100 according to user’s instructions.
[0067] The control unit 120 determines whether a
sleep mode is inputted (S300). When it is determined
that the sleep mode is not inputted, the control unit 120
performs a normal cooling operation (S302).
[0068] As the results of the determination, when it is
determined that the sleep mode is inputted, the control
unit 120 determines whether the sleep operation time is
inputted through the input unit 100 according to user’s
instructions, before the sleep mode is operated (S304).
When it is determined that the sleep operation time is not
inputted, the control unit 120 sets a sleep operation time,
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which is predetermined in the control unit 120, to a default
value (S306).
[0069] When it is determined that the sleep operation
time is inputted, the control unit 120 determines whether
the control temperature (Ts) in the sleep mode is inputted
through the input unit 100 according to user’s instructions
(S308). When it is determined that the control tempera-
ture (Ts) in the sleep mode is not inputted, the control
unit 120 sets a control temperature (Ts), which is prede-
termined in the control unit 120, to a default value (S310).
[0070] As described above, when the sleep operation
time and the control temperature (Ts) in the sleep mode
are inputted to the control unit 120 according to user’s
instructions or are set to the default values, the control
unit 120 senses an indoor temperature (Tr) through the
indoor temperature sensing unit 110 so as to switch on
or off the compressor 132 (S312).
[0071] The control unit 120 determines whether the
compressor 132 is switched on by comparing the indoor
temperature (Tr) with the control temperature (Ts)
(S314).
[0072] When it is determined that the compressor is
switched on, the control unit 120 sets the minimum
number of rotations of the indoor fan 22 to be larger than
that of the indoor fan 22 when the compressor is switched
off (S316). That is, the minimum number of rotations of
the indoor fan 22 is set to approximately 300RPM.
[0073] When it is determined that the compressor is
switched off, the control unit 120 sets the minimum
number of rotations of the indoor fan 22 to be smaller
than that of the indoor fan 22 (approximately, 300RPM)
when the compressor is switched on, as large as Q (ap-
proximately, 50RPM) (S318). That is, the minimum
number of rotations of the indoor fan 22 is set to approx-
imately 250RPM.
[0074] The minimum number of rotations of the indoor
fan 22 when the compressor 132 is switched off is smaller
than that of the indoor fan 22 when the compressor 132
is switched on, thus reducing user sensitivity to an air
current when the discharged air produces an indirect
wind while reducing power consumption.
[0075] Thereafter, the control unit 120 determines
whether the predetermined sleep operation time has
elapsed (S320). When it is determined that the sleep op-
eration time has not elapsed, the method is fed back into
the step S312. Thereby, in the sleep mode, the control
unit 120 senses the indoor temperature (Tr), which has
been changed, and adjusts the minimum number of ro-
tations of the indoor fan 22 by determining whether the
compressor 132 is switched on or off according to the
results of the comparison between the indoor tempera-
ture (Tr) and the control temperature (Ts).
[0076] On the other hand, when it is determined that
the sleep operation time has elapsed, the control unit 120
stops the operations of all loads, thus terminating the
operation of the air conditioner in the sleep mode.
[0077] As apparent from the above description, the
present invention provides an apparatus and method for

controlling an air current in a sleep mode of an air con-
ditioner, in which the directions of air discharged through
discharge holes are differently adjusted according to the
results of the comparison between an indoor temperature
and a control temperature in the sleep mode so as to
provide a comfortable sleeping environment to a user,
and the control temperature is increased so as to reduce
power consumption.
[0078] Further, since the volume of the discharged air
is controlled by adjusting a number of rotations of an in-
door unit according to whether a compressor is switched
on, thus reducing power consumption while reducing us-
er sensitivity to the air current.
[0079] Although embodiments of the invention have
been shown and described, it would be appreciated by
those skilled in the art that changes may be made in these
embodiments without departing from the principles and
spirit of the invention, the scope of which is defined in
the claims and their equivalents.

Claims

1. A method for controlling an air current in a sleep
mode of an air conditioner having blades for adjust-
ing directions of discharged air, comprising:

determining whether the sleep mode is inputted;
sensing an indoor temperature, when it is deter-
mined that the sleep mode is inputted; and
comparing the sensed indoor temperature with
a set control temperature, and adjusting the di-
rections of the discharged air according to the
results of the comparison.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the control
temperature is set by user’s instructions.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the control
temperature is set to a default value, to which is pre-
determined.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the ad-
justment of the directions of the discharged air in-
cludes controlling the directions of discharged air to
produce one selected from the group consisting of
an indirect wind, an indirect intermittent wind, and a
direct intermittent wind according to the results of
the comparison.

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein the indi-
rect wind is produced by locating the blades at an-
gles, where a user does not directly sense the air
current, when the indoor temperature is lower than
the control temperature.

6. The method according to claim 4, wherein the indi-
rect intermittent wind is produced by swinging the
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blades such that the time for locating the blades at
angles, where a user does not directly sense the air
current, is longer than the time for locating the blades
at angles, where the user directly senses the air cur-
rent, when the indoor temperature is not lower than
the control temperature and is not higher than a first
temperature, which is higher than the control tem-
perature.

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein the direct
intermittent wind is produced by swinging the blades
such that the time for locating the blades at angles,
where a user directly senses the air current, is longer
than the time for locating the blades at angles, where
the user does not directly sense the air current, when
the indoor temperature is higher than the first tem-
perature.

8. A method for controlling an air current in a sleep
mode of an air conditioner having an indoor fan for
adjusting volume of discharged air, comprising:

determining whether the sleep mode is inputted;
sensing an indoor temperature, when it is deter-
mined that the sleep mode is inputted;
determining whether a compressor is operated
by comparing the sensed indoor temperature
with a set control temperature; and
differently adjusting the minimum number of ro-
tations of the indoor fan according to the results
of the determination.

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein the ad-
justment of the minimum number of rotations of the
indoor fan includes adjusting the minimum number
of rotations of the indoor fan when the compressor
is switched off to be smaller than the minimum
number of rotations of the indoor fan when the com-
pressor is switched on.

10. An apparatus for controlling an air current in a sleep
mode of an air conditioner, comprising:

blades for adjusting directions of discharged air;
an input unit for selecting an operating mode
according to user’s instructions;
a temperature sensing unit for sensing an indoor
temperature when the sleep mode is selected
by the input unit; and
a control unit for comparing the sensed indoor
temperature with a set control temperature and
adjusting the directions of the blades according
to the results of the comparison, so as to control
the directions of the discharged air.

11. The apparatus according to claim 10, wherein the
control unit controls the directions of the discharged
air by locating the directions of the blades at angles

to produce an indirect wind, where a user does not
directly sense the air current, when the indoor tem-
perature is lower than the control temperature.

12. The apparatus according to claim 10, wherein the
control unit controls the directions of the discharged
air by swinging the blades such that the time for lo-
cating the blades at angles, where a user does not
directly sense the air current, is longer than the time
for locating the blades at angles, where the user di-
rectly senses the air current, to produce an indirect
intermittent wind, when the indoor temperature is not
lower than the control temperature and is not higher
than a first temperature, which is higher than the con-
trol temperature.

13. The apparatus according to claim 12, wherein the
control unit controls the directions of the discharged
air by swinging the blades such that the time for lo-
cating the blades at angles, where a user directly
senses the air current, is longer than the time for
locating the blades at angles, where the user does
not directly sense the air current, to produce an direct
intermittent wind, when the indoor temperature is
higher than the first temperature.

14. The apparatus according to claim 10, further com-
prising an indoor fan for controlling volume of the
discharged air,
wherein the control unit determines whether a com-
pressor is operated according to the results of the
comparison, and differently adjusting the minimum
number of rotations of the indoor fan according to
the results of the determination.

15. An apparatus for controlling an air current in a sleep
mode of an air conditioner, comprising:

an indoor fan for adjusting volume of discharged
air;
an input unit for selecting an operating mode
according to user’s instructions;
a temperature sensing unit for sensing an indoor
temperature when the sleep mode is selected
by the input unit; and
a control unit for comparing the sensed indoor
temperature with a set control temperature, de-
termining whether a compressor is operated ac-
cording to the results of the comparison, and
differently adjusting the minimum number of ro-
tations of the indoor fan according to the results
of the determination.

16. The apparatus according to claim 14 or 15, wherein
the control unit controls the minimum number of rota-
tions of the indoor fan when the compressor is switched
off to be smaller than the minimum number of rotations
of the indoor fan when the compressor is switched on.
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