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(57) A method of processing a message in a relay
network comprises determining if a destination node is
within range; if the destination node is not in range, iden-
tifying one or more network member aircraft within range;
selecting one of the one or more network member aircraft
within range; authenticating membership of the selected
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network member aircraft if membership of the selected
network member aircraft has not been previously authen-
ticated; and transmitting the message to the selected net-
work member aircraft in order to relay the message to
the destination node at least in part via the selected net-
work member aircraft.
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