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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] This invention refers to improvements to the
high-pressure mixing apparatuses for mixing reactive
chemical components; in particular the invention relates
to a high-pressure mixing method for mixing reactive fluid
polymeric components, such as a polyol and an isocy-
anate to form polyurethane mixtures, in which the action
of a plunger or cleaning member is exploited to carry out
a self-lubrication and recirculation of a lubricating fluid,
to reduce the frictional forces, preventing the polymeri-
sation and adhesion of the reacted mixture to the inner
surface of an outlet duct.
[0002] The invention also relates to a mixing apparatus
or high pressure mixing head, of the aforementioned
type, comprising a reciprocable cleaning member or
plunger for cleaning the outlet duct by ejecting the result-
ing mixture, in which the plunger is conformed for scrap-
ing and causing a recirculation of a lubricant for the outlet
duct.

STATE OF THE ART

[0003] A mixing apparatus for reactive chemical com-
ponents, of the high-pressure type, usually comprises a
body having a mixing chamber into which injectors or
feeding ducts for reactive chemical components open
out, and in which the chemical components are thorough-
ly mixed by impingement.
[0004] The mixing chamber communicates with an
outlet duct for delivery of the resulting mixture, in which
a cleaning member operatively connected to a hydraulic
control cylinder, reciprocates to eject the residual chem-
ical mixture.
[0005] High-pressure mixing apparatuses or mixing
heads of the aforementioned type, are described for ex-
ample in US-A-4.115.066, DE-A-20.07.935 and US-A-
4.332.335.
[0006] In mixing apparatuses of the abovementioned
type, at the end of each mixing step a cleaning member
is operated to outwardly discharge the residual mixture
which remains in the outlet duct. The cleaning member
slides with a slight clearance inside the duct, allowing a
thin layer of reacted mixture to polymerize and adhere
to the internal surface of the outlet duct.
[0007] The mixture, on reacting and curing, causes the
cleaning member to strongly stick to the surface of the
outlet duct, generating intense frictional forces which pre-
vent the claiming member from slide. The intense fric-
tional force caused by the reacted mixture, in addition to
damaging the cleaning member, also requires the use of
high-powered and large-sized hydraulic cylinders, with
the consequent and well-known drawbacks and need for
periodical maintenance operations for replacing the worn
out parts.
[0008] In an attempt to obviate the aforementioned

drawbacks, in the past various expedients have been
proposed including the use of lubricating or plasticizing
fluids, capable of reducing the frictional forces, prevent-
ing or delaying the polymerization of the mixture that re-
mains on the opposite surfaces of the outlet duct and the
plunger of the cleaning device.
[0009] High-pressure mixing apparatuses provided
with lubricating means for the cleaning member are de-
scribed for example in US-A-3.687.370, US-A-
4.469.251, US-A-3,945,569 and US-A-5,027,975. These
documents illustrate high-pressure mixing apparatuses,
in which the chemical components are fed into a mixing
chamber which extends into a outlet duct, in which a
cleaning member in the form of a plunger connected to
the piston of a control cylinder is made to reciprocate;
the cleaning member is reciprocable between a forward
or closed position, in which cut off the flows of the chem-
ical components and ejects the residual mixture remain-
ing in the outlet duct at the end of each mixing step, and
a backward or open position for the injection nozzles.
[0010] The apparatus is also provided with a chamber
containing a fluid lubricant, axially aligned to a outlet duct,
in which a cleaning member partially penetrates, and is
wetted with a fine film of lubricant.
[0011] US-A-3.786.990 in turn suggests the use of a
storing tank for containing a lubricant, which is fed by
simple gravity, or by pressurised air, to wet the cleaning
member in a single point behind the nozzles for injecting
the chemical components into the mixing chamber.
[0012] In both cases, the cleaning member is simply
wetted with a film of lubricating fluid which is entrained
by the forward movement of the cleaning plunger, to wet
the reacted mixture adhered to the inner surface of the
outlet duct.
[0013] While on the one hand, the use of a lubricating
fluid according to the previously known solutions, tends
to prevent the cleaning member from sticking to the outlet
duct, and consequently reduce the frictional forces, on
the other it does not ensure an even wetting and ade-
quate entrainment of the lubricating fluid into contact with
the entire surface of the outlet duct; the efficacy of lubri-
cation in this way proves to be somewhat limited and
ineffective.
[0014] Moreover, the repeated reciprocating move-
ment of the cleaning member tends to entrain the parti-
cles of reacted material that become detached from the
outlet duct, causing them to roll in the annular gap or
slight clearance existing between facing surfaces of the
cleaning member and the outlet duct, until they fill the
lubricant chamber and cavities, thereby rendering the lu-
bricating process ineffective.
[0015] DE-A-4214404, which constitutes the closest
prior art, discloses a method according to the preamble
of claim 1; however, there is a need to find out new and
different solutions whereby it is possible to implement
both the lubricating efficacy, and a scraping action, sub-
stantially improving the cleaning of the outlet duct.
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OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION

[0016] The main object of the invention is to provide a
method and a high-pressure mixing apparatus of the self-
cleaning type, which makes use of the reciprocating
movement of a cleaning member for cleaning the outlet
duct for delivering of the reactive mixture and to carry out
an efficient and homogeneous lubricating and scraping
action; therefore it is to prevent or reduce the formation
of deposits of reacted material on the inner surface of
the outlet duct and the sticking of the cleaning member
in the closed position of the same outlet duct.
[0017] A further object of this invention is to provide a
mixing apparatus or device of the high-pressure type,
provided with a self-lubricating device which exploits the
reciprocating movement of the cleaning member for
cleaning the outlet duct, to simultaneously carry out a
scraping action of the reacted material as referred to
above, and a pumping action for recirculating a lubricant
capable of completely and evenly wetting the outlet duct,
reducing any contact between opposite surfaces and at
the same time achieving a highly efficient flushing action
of the scraped particles of reacted material.
[0018] A still further object is to provide a method and
a mixing apparatus of the aforementioned type, compris-
ing a system for automatically feeding and re-circulating
a lubricant, of such kind that the cleaning member and
the outlet duct are constantly flushed with lubricant sub-
stantially devoid of pollutants.
[0019] A still further object is to avoid or prevent the
accumulation of scraped particles of reacted plastic ma-
terial into the mixing apparatus, by flushing and entrain-
ing the scraped particles of reacted material which be-
come detached from the inner surface of the outlet duct
during the reciprocating movement of the cleaning mem-
ber along the same duct.
[0020] A further object is to provide a high-pressure
mixing apparatus or device, as mentioned above, pro-
vided with suitable scraping means, whereby it is possi-
ble to carry out a complete removal of the reacted mate-
rial which tends to adhere to the inner surface of the outlet
duct.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0021] The above is made possible by a method for
automatically feeding a lubricant into a high-pressure
mixing apparatus for chemically reactive component ma-
terials, according to claim 1, and by a mixing apparatus
provided with a scraping device conformed for self-flush-
ing a lubricant and scraped particles, according to claim
2.
[0022] According to a further characteristic of the in-
vention, the pumping piston is provided at the fore end
of the cleaning member and comprises at least one elas-
tically yielding scraping member urged against the inner
surface of the outlet duct, for scraping the reacted mixture
adhered to said inner surface.

[0023] The high-pressure mixing apparatus can be of
any type; for example, it can be of linear type in which a
mixing chamber is axially aligned at the rear end of the
outlet duct, or of the "L"-shaped type in which the mixing
chamber is disposed at 90°, transversally arranged on a
side of the outlet duct.
[0024] Lastly, it is pointed out that for the purposes of
this invention the term "lubricant" is understood to mean
any fluid capable of reducing the frictional forces between
sliding surfaces, and to delay or prevent the reaction of
the chemical components, as well as the adhesion of the
reacted mixture to the inner surface of the outlet duct.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0025] Some embodiments of high-pressure mixing
apparatuses provided with a device self lubricant device,
according to the invention, and their working, will be de-
scribed hereunder with reference to the drawings, in
which:

Fig. 1 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of a first
mixing apparatus according to the invention;
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of a sec-
ond mixing apparatus according to the invention;
Fig. 3 is cross-sectional view along the line 3-3 of
figure 2;
Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail of figure 2, showing a first
embodiment of the cleaning and scraping member;
Fig. 5 is a detail similar to that of the previous figure,
showing a second embodiment of the cleaning mem-
ber.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0026] Figure 1 shows a high-pressure self-cleaning
mixing apparatus, of the linear type for mixing reactive
chemical components into a resulting mixture, for exam-
ple a polyol, an isocyanate and additives in the production
of polyurethane foams and moulded articles.
[0027] In the example shown, the mixing apparatus,
indicated as a whole by reference number 10, comprises
a body 11 having a mixing chamber 12 axially aligned to
an outlet duct 13 for delivering a mixture resulting from
at least two reactive chemical components A and B con-
tained in respective storage tanks 14 and 15.
[0028] A first injector 16 connected to the tank 14 by
a metering pump 14A, and a second injector 17 connect-
ed to the tank 15 by a metering pump 15A inject the com-
ponents A and B which impinge and thoroughly mix to-
gether in the mixing chamber 12, according to a widely
used and per se known technology.
[0029] The mixing apparatus 10 comprises a cleaning
device for the outlet duct 13 substantially provided by a
reciprocable piston element 18 tightly sliding in the outlet
duct 13. The piston element 18 is operatively connected
to the piston 20 of a hydraulic actuator 21 by a piston rod
19 having a diameter smaller than the inner diameter of
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the mixing chamber 12 and the outlet duct 13, for the
reasons explained further on.
[0030] According to the invention, the mixing appara-
tus 10 is provided with a lubricant self-feeding and flush-
ing device capable of preventing a reaction between the
chemical components of the resulting mixture adhering
to the outlet duct, and to reduce the frictional forces be-
tween the piston element 18 and inside surface of the
outlet duct 13; therefore the sticking caused by the film
of reacted mixture normally adhering to the cleaning
member and the inner surface of the duct 13 is avoided,
allowing at the same time the removal of the scraped
particles of the reacted mixture, from the same outlet
duct.
[0031] The lubricant self-feeding device comprises a
chamber 22 for containing and supplying an amount of
lubricant, rearwardly positioned in respect to the body 11
of the mixing head; the lubricant chamber 22 is axially
aligned and in direct fluid communication with the outlet
duct 13, between the body 11 and the actuator 21.
[0032] The lubricant chamber 22, in turn, is connected
to a lubricant storage tank 23 by a recirculation circuit,
forming a closed loop; more precisely the recirculation
circuit comprises a first feeding duct 24A for sucking the
lubricant from the storage tank 23 into the chamber 22,
and a second duct 24B for recirculation of the lubricant
from the chamber 22 to the storage tank 23, due to the
pumping action of the piston element 18. Each of the
ducts 24A and 24B is provided with a respective non-
return valve 25A and 25B, while a filter 26 in the feeding
duct 24A prevents any pollutants or scraped particles
accumulated in the storage tank 23 from again being
sucked into the lubricant chamber 22, thereby ensuring
that filtered lubricant is constantly fed into the chamber
22, and into the outlet duct at each shot, as will be ex-
plained further on.
[0033] The lubricant feeding device also comprises
pumping means provided by the piston 18 of the cleaning
device, operatively connected to the actuator 21, for feed-
ing lubricant into an annular space 38 (figures 4 and 5)
provided between the outlet duct 13 and the piston rod
19 in the advanced condition of the piston 18, and causing
circulation of the same lubricant between the annular
space 38 and the lubricant chamber 22, respectively be-
tween the chamber 22 and the storage tank 23 by the
reciprocating movement of the piston element 18. In this
connection, in the example under consideration, the
cleaning member is in the form of a piston element 18
having a diameter larger than the piston rod 19, and con-
formed to simultaneously perform several working func-
tions, in particular: a first ejecting action of the residual
mixture which remains in the duct 13 at the end of each
shot or delivering step of the chemical mixture; a second
pumping action for sucking and flushing the lubricant in
the annular space 38 between the opposite surfaces of
the piston rod 19 and the outlet duct 13. The piston ele-
ment 18 is also conformed for performing a third working
action for scraping the film of reacted mixture that tends

to adhere to the inner surface of the outlet duct 13. The
scraping action of the piston element 18, can be per-
formed in combination with the pumping and circulation
of the lubricant flow.
[0034] The above will be more clearly explained here-
under with reference to the figures 4 and 5 which show
an enlarged detail of the mixing apparatus of figures 2
and 3.
[0035] In particular, figures 2 and 3 show a longitudinal
cross-sectional view of a second type of mixing appara-
tus, provided with a self lubricating device according to
the invention, as previously described for the example of
fig. 1; therefore, in figures 2 and 3 the same reference
numbers of figure 1 have been used for similar or equiv-
alent parts.
[0036] The embodiment of figures 2 and 3 differs from
the solution of figure 1 due to the different disposition of
the lubricant supply chamber 22, the mixing chamber 12
and the outlet duct 13.
[0037] In figure 1, the lubricant supply chamber 22 is
axially aligned and in fluid communication with the outlet
duct 13, through the mixing chamber 12; conversely in
the embodiment of figures 2 and 3, the mixing chamber
12 and the outlet duct 13 are arranged with a "L" dispo-
sition in which the mixing chamber 12 is transversally
arranged on a side of the outlet duct 13, and in which the
lubricant supply chamber 22 is again axially aligned and
in direct communication with the outlet duct 13. A second
cleaning member 32 is reciprocable in the mixing cham-
ber 12 by a second hydraulic actuator 33 which is se-
quentially controlled in respect to actuator 21 for the
pumping piston 18 and cleaning member of the outlet
duct 13. For the remainder, and in particular as far as the
device for cleaning the delivery duct 13, and for pumping
or feeding and re-circulating the lubricant is concerned,
the apparatus of figures 2 and 3 works in an identical way
to the apparatus of figure 1.
[0038] The innovative aspects of the method and the
mixing apparatus according to this invention will be ex-
plained in greater detail hereunder with reference to the
figures 4 and 5, in which the same reference numbers
as figures 2 and 3 have again been used for similar or
equivalent parts.
[0039] Figure 4 shows a first embodiment of a cleaning
member, in the form of a piston 18 capable of performing
besides the cleaning of the outlet duct 13, both the pump-
ing of the lubricant, and a scraping action for removing
the reacted mixture that has adhered to the inner surface
of the outlet duct 13. As shown, the piston member 18
comprises a cylindrical body 34 extending between end
cross surfaces 34’, for a short length smaller than the
axial length of the outlet duct 13; the piston member 18
is provided with annular sealing and scraping elements
35, elastically yielding and radially urged against the in-
ner surface 13’ of the outlet duct 13; sharp edges of the
annular elements 35 exert an efficient scraping action
against the internal surface 13’ of the outlet duct 13, dur-
ing reciprocating movement of the same piston member
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18.
[0040] Each of the scraping elements 35, in the exam-
ple of figure 4 is in the form of a split metal ring having
an "L" or "Z" shaped-cross cut; one or more metal rings
35 may be seated in corresponding annular grooves 36
of the piston body 34; in place of, or in combination with
the rings 35 of figure 4, it is possible to use the spirally
shaped rings 37 of figure 5, providing in any case an
external diameter of the rings 35 and 37 of a few tenths
or hundredths of millimetre greater than the internal di-
ameter of the outlet duct 13 up to a 10 percent; therefore
the sealing and scraping rings 35 and 37 may be elasti-
cally urged into contact with the internal surface 13’ of
said outlet duct 13.
[0041] Figures 4 and 5 illustrate the use of a cleaning
member 18 in the form of a pumping and scraping piston
of limited length, only slightly longer than the inner diam-
eter of the outlet duct 13; however, the length of the clean-
ing and pumping piston 18, and the number of sealing
and scraping rings 35 and 37 can also differ from what
has been shown; for example, the length of the body 34
of the cleaning piston member 18 can range from 0.5 to
5 times the internal diameter of the outlet duct 13, and
the scraping members can be of any number, for example
ranging from 1 to 10.
[0042] With reference to figures 1 or 2 and 4, a de-
scription will now be given of the working of the cleaning,
self-feeding and lubricant flushing device according to
this invention.
[0043] During the pouring or the injection into a mould
of the chemical mixture, the cleaning member 18 is in
the totally backward or retracted position of figure 2, to
close the fluid communication between the lubricant sup-
ply chamber 22 and the mixing chamber 12 in figure 1,
or the outlet duct 13 in figure 2; simultaneously, the clean-
ing member 32 for the mixing chamber 12 of the embod-
iment of figures 2 and 3 is also in the backward position
in which it opens the injectors 16 and 17 towards the
mixing chamber 12. In this condition, the chemical com-
ponents A and B, fed by respective metering pumps 14A
and 15A, are injected into and thoroughly mixed into the
chamber 12, from which the resulting mixture is dis-
charged through the outlet duct 13.
[0044] During mixing and delivering step of the mix-
ture, the cleaning member 18 remains in the fully back-
ward position with the piston rod 19 of the control piston
20 partially immersed in the lubricant contained in the
supply chamber 22.
[0045] Upon completion of the pouring or injection step
of the mixture into a mould, the feeding of the components
A and B is interrupted and recirculated to respective tanks
14 and 15; then the cleaning member 18 is made to move
forward to eject the residual mixture that remains in the
outlet duct 13; this condition is shown in the detail of
figures 4 and 5.
[0046] During its forward movement, the cleaning
member 18, in addition to ejecting the residual mixture,
scrapes the film of mixture that remains adhering to the

internal surface 13’ of the outlet duct 13.
[0047] In addition to the two above-mentioned func-
tions, the cleaning member 18, as previously mentioned,
performs a pumping action for flushing the lubricant. In
particular, during the forward movement of the cleaning
member 18 from the backward position of figure 2 to the
forward position of figure 4 or 5, an annular space 38 is
provided between the opposite surfaces of the piston rod
19 and of the outlet duct 13; in this way the lubricant is
sucked from the supply chamber 22 into the annular
space 38, totally wetting the inner surface of the delivery
duct 13, which at the same time the cleaning member 18
has scraped, ejecting the reactive chemical mixture.
[0048] At the same time the lubricant is sucked from
the supply chamber 22 into the annular space 38 of the
outlet duct 13 by the pumping action of the cleaning mem-
ber 18, fresh filtered lubricant is sucked from the storage
tank 23, along the feeding duct 24A, into the lubricant
chamber 22; suction of lubricant from recycling duct 24B
is prevented by the ball valve 25B.
[0049] Before starting of a subsequent mixing step, the
cleaning member 18 is again moved back to the retracted
position of figure 2; during its backward movement, the
cleaning piston member 18 again performs a pumping
and scraping action, in the opposite direction to the pre-
vious one, flushing the lubricant and scraped particles of
the reacted mixture from the annular space 38 of the
outlet duct 13 into the supply chamber 22, simultaneously
causing the re-circulation of the lubricant from the cham-
ber 22 to the storage tank 23, along the duct 24B; in this
way, it is possible to carry out an efficient flushing action
and a periodical change of lubricant in the supply cham-
ber 22 of the mixing apparatus, preventing the scraped
particles of reacted material to accumulate in the lubri-
cant and depositing into the chamber 22.
[0050] Figures 1, 2, 4 and 5 show several examples
of cleaning and lubricant pumping devices, according to
the invention, applied to two different types of high-pres-
sure mixing apparatuses; it is obvious however that what
has been described and shown with reference to the
aforesaid figures, has been given purely by way of ex-
ample in order to illustrate the present invention and
some possible solutions.
[0051] It is understood therefore that other modifica-
tions or changes may be made to the entire apparatus
and/or to the cleaning and lubricant pumping device,
without thereby departing from the scope of the accom-
panying claims.

Claims

1. A method for self-feeding and self-flushing a fluid
lubricant material suitable for reducing the frictional
forces and to delay or prevent the reaction of a poly-
urethane mixture in a high-pressure mixing appara-
tus for reactive chemical components (A, B) in which
the apparatus (10) comprises:
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a mixing chamber (12);
an outlet duct (13) for delivering a resulting mix-
ture; a reciprocable cleaning member (18, 19)
axially sliding in the outlet duct (13); and
means for self-feeding the lubricant material into
the outlet duct (13), by the reciprocating move-
ment of the cleaning member (18, 19), whereby
it comprises the steps of:

feeding the lubricant material from a storage
tank (23) into a lubricant supply chamber
(22) of the mixing apparatus in fluid com-
munication with the outlet duct (13);
conforming the cleaning member with a
pumping piston (18) slidably movable in the
outlet duct (13);
sucking the lubricant material from the sup-
ply chamber (22) into the outlet duct (13);
and
reflowing the lubricant material from the out-
let duct (13) to the supply chamber (22),

characterised by the steps of:

sucking the lubricant material from a storage
tank (23) to the lubricant supply chamber (22)
and from the lubricant supply chamber into the
outlet duct (13), and reflowing the lubricant ma-
terial from the outlet duct (13) to the supply
chamber (22) and from the supply chamber into
the storage tank (23) through a closed-loop cir-
cuit the sucking and the reflowing of the lubricant
material being both performed by the recipro-
cating movement of the pumping piston (18) in
the outlet duct (13).

2. A high-pressure mixing apparatus for reactive chem-
ical components (A, B) suitable for performing the
method according to claim 1, the apparatus compris-
ing:

a mixing chamber (12) and means (14A, 15A,
16, 17) for feeding the chemical components (A,
B) into the mixing chamber (12);
an outlet duct (13) for delivering a resulting mix-
ture from the mixing chamber (12);
a cleaning member (18, 19) comprising a pump-
ing piston (18) axially slidable in the outlet duct
(13);
a lubricant supply chamber (22) axially aligned
and in fluid communication with the outlet duct
(13);
means for feeding a fluid lubricant material from
the supply chamber (22) to the outlet duct (13)
by the reciprocating moment of the cleaning
member (18, 19) ; and
a closed-loop circuit (24A, 24B) for circulation
of the lubricant material between the supply

chamber (22) and a storage tank (22) said
closed-loop circuit comprising a lubricant feed-
ing duct (24A) between the storage tank (23)
and the supply chamber (22) and lubricant re-
circulation duct (24B) between the supply cham-
ber (22) and the storage tank (23);

characterised by comprising
a lubricant self-feeding and self-flushing device in-
cluding said pumping piston (18) and said closed-
loop circuit (24A, 24B) conformed for sucking the
lubricant material from a storage tank (23) to the sup-
ply chamber (22) and from the supply chamber into
the outlet duct (13), and for reflowing the lubricant
material from the outlet duct (13) to the supply cham-
ber and from the supply chamber into the storage
tank (23) by the reciprocating movement of the
cleaning member (18, 19);
check valves (25A, 25B) in the feeding and recircu-
lation ducts (24A, 24B) arranged to allow the sucking
of the lubricant material from the storage tank (23)
to the supply chamber (22) during a forward move-
ment of the pumping piston (18) and recirculation of
the same lubricant material from the supply chamber
(22) to the storage tank (23) during a backward
movement of the pumping piston (18); and scraping
means (35, 37) on the pumping piston (18) for re-
moving the chemical mixture adhered to an inner
surface (13’) of the outlet duct (13).

3. The apparatus according to claim 2, characterised
in that a filter (26) is provided between the storage
tank (23) and the check valve (25A), in the feeding
duct (24A) of said closed-loop circuit.

4. The apparatus according to claim 2, characterised
in that the pumping piston (18) is operatively con-
nected to an actuator (21) by a piston rod (19) having
a diameter smaller than an internal diameter of the
outlet duct (13) and in that, in a forward position of
the pumping piston (18), an annular space (38) is
provided between opposite surfaces of the piston
rod (19) and the outlet duct (13).

5. The apparatus according to claim 2, characterised
in that the pumping piston (18) is axially expending
for a length ranging from 0.5 to 5 times an inner di-
ameter of the outlet duct (13).

6. The apparatus according to claim 2, characterised
in that the mixing chamber (12) is axially arranged
to the outlet duct (13).

7. The apparatus according to claim claim 2, charac-
terised in that the mixing chamber (12) is transver-
sally arranged, on one side of the outlet duct (13).
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Patentansprüche

1. Eine Methode zum Selbstzuführen und Selbstreini-
gen eines flüssigen Schmiermittelwerkstoffs, geeig-
net zum Senken der Reibungskräfte und zum Ver-
zögern oder Verhindern der Reaktion der Polyu-
rethanen Mischung, in einem unter Hochdruck ste-
henden Mischapparat, für die reaktiven chemischen
Komponenten (A, B), wobei der Apparat (10) folgen-
des umfasst:

- eine Mischkammer(12);
- eine Austrittsleitung (13) zum Herausbefördern
der entstandenen Mischung; ein hin und her be-
wegendes Reinigungsteil (18, 19), achsparallel
verschiebbar in der Austrittsleitung (13); und
- Hilfsmittel zum Selbstzuführen des Schmier-
mittelwerkstoffs in die Austrittsleitung (13) bei
den hin- und her Bewegungen des Reinigungs-
teils (18, 19), wobei dies folgende Stufen um-
fasst:
- das Selbstzuführen des Schmiermittelwerk-
stoffs aus dem Lagertank (23) in eine Schmier-
mittelversorgungskammer (22) von einem
Mischapparat in flüssiger Verbindung mit der
Austrittsleitung (13);
- das Bestärken des Reinigungsteils mit einer
Kolbenpumpe (18), welche gleitend in der Aus-
trittsleitung (13) beweglich ist;
- das Saugen des Schmiermittelwerkstoffs von
der Versorgungskammer (22) in die Austrittslei-
tung (13); und
- das Zurückfließen des Schmiermittelwerkstoff
von der Austrittsleitung (13) zur Versorgungs-
kammer (22), gekennzeichnet durch die fol-
genden Stufen: das Saugen des Schmiermittel-
werkstoffs von dem Lagertank (23) zur Schmier-
mittelversorgungskammer (22) und von der
Schmiermittelversorgungskammer in die Aus-
trittsleitung (13) und das Zurückfließen des
Schmiermittelwerkstoffs von der Austrittsleitung
(13) zur Versorgungskammer und von der Ver-
sorgungskammer in den Lagertank durch einen
geschlossenen Kreislauf des Saugens und Zu-
rückführen des Schmiermittelwerkstoffs, wel-
ches beides durch die hin- und her Bewegung
der Kolbenpumpe (18) in der Austrittsleitung
(13) verrichtet wird.

2. Ein unter Hochdruck stehender Mischapparat für die
reaktiven chemischen Komponenten (A, B) geeignet
für das Durchführen der in Anspruch 1 besagten Me-
thode, der Apparat umfasst:

- eine Mischkammer(12) und Mittel (14A, 15A,
16, 17) für das Zuführender chemischen Kom-
ponenten (A, B) in die Mischkammer;
- eine Austrittsleitung (13) für das Übermitteln

der resultierenden Mischung von der Mischkam-
mer (12);
- ein Reinigungsteil (18, 19) umfassend eine Kol-
benpumpe (18) axial verschiebbar in die Aus-
trittsleitung (13);
- eine Schmiermittelversorgungskammer (22)
axial ausgerichtet und in Flüssigkeitskommuni-
kation mit der Austrittsleitung (13);
- Mittel für das Zuführen eines Schmiermittels
von der Versorgungskammer (22) zur Austritts-
leitung (13) mit einer hin und her Bewegung des
Reinigungsteils (18, 19); und
- einen geschlossenen Kreis (24A, 24B) für die
Zirkulation des Schmiermittels zwischen der
Versorgungskammer (22) und dem Lagertank
(22) des besagten geschlossenen Kreises um-
fassend eine Schmiermittelzufuhrleitung (24A)
zwischen dem Lagertank (23) und der Versor-
gungskammer (22) und eine Schmiermittelrück-
führungsleitung (24B) zwischen der Versor-
gungsklammer (22) und dem Lagertank (23);

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

- der zum Selbstzuführen und Selbstreinigen
Schmiermittelapparat eine Kolbenpumpe (18)
und besagten geschlossenen Kreis (24A, 24B)
ausgerichtet für das Einsaugen des Schmiermit-
tels aus dem Lagertank (23) zu der Versor-
gungskammer (22) und von der Versorgungs-
kammer in die Austrittsleitung (13) umfasst, und
für das Rückfließen des Schmiermittels von der
Austrittsleitung (13) zu der Versorgungskam-
mer und von der Versorgungskammer in den
Lagertank (23) durch hin und her Bewegung des
Reinigungsteils (18, 19);
- Kontrollventile (25A, 25B) in den Zufuhr- und
Rückflussleitungen (24A, 25B) angeordnet für
das Einsaugen des Schmiermittels vom Lager-
tank (23) in die Versorgungskammer (22) wäh-
rend einer Vorwärtsbewegung der Kolbenpum-
pe (18) und der Rückfluss desselben Schmier-
mittels von der Versorgungskammer (22) zum
Lagertank (23) während der Rückwärtsbewe-
gung der Kolbenpumpe (18); und Kratzmittel
(35, 37) an der Kolbenpumpe (18) für das Ent-
fernen der an einer Innenfläche (13’) der Aus-
trittsleitung (13) haftenden chemischen Mi-
schung.

3. Ein Apparat gemäß Anspruch 2,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass eine Filter (26)
zwischen dem Lagertank (23) und dem Kontrollventil
(25A) in der Zufuhrleitung (24A) des besagten ge-
schlossenen Kreises.

4. Ein Apparat gemäß Anspruch 2,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Kolbenpumpe
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(18) funktionsbereit zu einem Aktor (21) an der Kol-
benstange, der einen Durchmesser kleiner als der
interne Durchmesser der Austrittleitung (13) hat, ver-
bunden ist, und dadurch, dass in einer vorderen Po-
sition der Kolbenpumpe (18) ein Ringraum (38) zwi-
schen der gegenüberliegenden Fläche der Kolben-
stange (19) und der Austrittleitung (13) verfügbar ist.

5. Ein Apparat gemäß Anspruch 2,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Kolbenpumpe
(18) für eine Länge zwischen 0.5 bis 5-mal des In-
nendurchmessers einer Austrittsleitung (13) axial
verlängert ist.

6. Ein Apparat gemäß Anspruch 2,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Mischkammer
(12) axial zur Austrittleitung (13) angeordnet ist.

7. Ein Apparat gemäß Anspruch 2,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Mischkammer
(12) zu einer Seite der Austrittleitung (13) quer an-
geordnet ist.

Revendications

1. Procédé pour soumettre à une auto-alimentation et
à un auto-rinçage un matériau lubrifiant fluide appro-
prié pour réduire les forces de frottement et pour
retarder ou empêcher la réaction d’un mélange de
polyuréthanne dans un appareil de mélange haute
pression pour des composants chimiques réactifs
(A, B), dans lequel l’appareil (10) comprend :

une chambre de mélange (12) ;
une conduite de sortie (13) pour délivrer un mé-
lange obtenu ; un élément de nettoyage à mou-
vement de va-et-vient (18, 19) coulissant axia-
lement dans la conduite de sortie (13) ; et
des moyens d’auto-alimentation du matériau lu-
brifiant dans la conduite de sortie (13) par le
mouvement de va-et-vient de l’élément de net-
toyage (18, 19), de sorte qu’il comprenne les
étapes consistant à :
acheminer le matériau lubrifiant d’une cuve de
stockage (23) dans une chambre d’alimentation
en lubrifiant (22) de l’appareil de mélange en
communication de fluide avec la conduite de
sortie (13) ;
conformer l’élément de nettoyage à un piston
de pompage (18) qui peut se déplacer à coulis-
sement dans la conduite de sortie (13) ;
aspirer le matériau lubrifiant de la chambre d’ali-
mentation (22) dans la conduite de sortie (13) ;
et
refaire couler le matériau lubrifiant de la conduite
de sortie (13) à la chambre d’alimentation (22),
caractérisé par les étapes consistant à :

aspirer le matériau lubrifiant d’un réservoir de
stockage (23) à la chambre d’alimentation en
lubrifiant (22) et de la chambre d’alimentation
en lubrifiant dans la conduite de sortie (13), et
à refaire couler le matériau lubrifiant de la con-
duite de sortie (13) à la chambre d’alimentation
(22) et de la chambre d’alimentation dans le ré-
servoir de stockage (23) via un circuit en boucle
fermée, l’aspiration et le refluement du matériau
lubrifiant étant tous deux effectués par le mou-
vement de va-et-vient du piston de pompage
(18) dans la conduite de sortie (13).

2. Appareil de mélange haute pression pour des com-
posants chimiques réactifs (A, B) appropriés pour
effectuer le procédé selon la revendication 1, l’ap-
pareil comprenant :

une chambre de mélange (12) et des moyens
(14A, 15A, 16, 17) pour acheminer les compo-
sants chimiques (A, B) dans la chambre de mé-
lange (12) ;
une conduit de sortie (13) pour délivrer un mé-
lange obtenu de la chambre de mélange (12) ;
un élément de nettoyage (18, 19) comprenant
un piston de pompage (18) qui peut coulisser
axialement dans la conduite de sortie (13) ;
une chambre d’alimentation en lubrifiant (22) ali-
gnée axialement et en communication de fluide
avec la conduite de sortie (13) ;
des moyens pour acheminer un matériau lubri-
fiant fluide de la chambre d’alimentation (22) au
conduit de sortie (13) par le mouvement de va-
et-vient des éléments de nettoyage (18, 19) ; et
un circuit en boucle fermée (24A, 24B) pour la
circulation du matériau lubrifiant entre la cham-
bre d’alimentation (22) et un réservoir de stoc-
kage (22) , ledit circuit en boucle fermée com-
prenant un conduit d’alimentation en lubrifiant
(24A) entre le réservoir de stockage (23) et la
chambre d’alimentation (22) et la conduite de
remise en circulation de lubrifiant (24B) entre la
chambre d’alimentation (22) et le réservoir de
stockage (23) ;

caractérisé en ce qu’il comprend
un dispositif d’auto-alimentation et d’auto-rinçage de
lubrifiant comprenant ledit piston de pompage (18)
et ledit circuit en boucle fermée d’un réservoir de
stockage (23) à la chambre d’alimentation (22) et de
la chambre d’alimentation dans la conduite de sortie
(13), et pour refaire couler le matériau lubrifiant de
la conduite de sortie (13) à la chambre d’alimentation
et de la chambre d’alimentation au réservoir de stoc-
kage (23) par le mouvement de va-et-vient de l’élé-
ment de nettoyage (18, 19) ;
des soupapes antiretour (25A, 25B) dans les con-
duits d’alimentation et de remise en circulation (24A,
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248) disposés pour permettre l’aspiration du maté-
riau lubrifiant du réservoir de stockage (23) à la
chambre d’alimentation (22) pendant un mouvement
avant du piston de pompage (18) et la remise en
circulation du même matériau lubrifiant de la cham-
bre d’alimentation (22) au réservoir de stockage (23)
pendant un mouvement arrière du piston de pompa-
ge (18) ; et des moyens de raclage (35, 37) sur le
piston de pompage (18) pour éliminer le mélange
chimique fixé à la surface interne (13’) de la conduite
de sortie (13).

3. Appareil selon la revendication 2, caractérisé en ce
qu’un filtre (26) est aménagé entre le réservoir de
stockage (23) et la soupape antiretour ( 2 5 A ) , dans
la conduite d’alimentation (24A) dudit circuit en bou-
cle fermée.

4. Appareil selon la revendication 2, caractérisé en ce
que le piston de pompage (18) est raccordé en ser-
vice à un dispositif d’actionnement (21) par une tige
de piston (19) ayant un diamètre inférieur au diamè-
tre interne de la conduite de sortie (13) et en ce que,
en position avant du piston de pompage (13), un
espace annulaire (33) est ménagé entre les surfaces
opposées de la tige de piston (19) et de la conduite
de sortie (13).

5. Appareil selon la revendication 2, caractérisé en ce
que le piston de pompage (18) s’étend axialement
sur une longueur de 0,5 à 5 fois un diamètre interne
de la conduite de sortie (13).

6. Appareil selon la revendication 2, caractérisé en ce
que la chambre de mélange (12) est aménagée axia-
lement à la conduite de sortie (13).

7. Appareil selon la revendication 2, caractérisé en ce
que la chambre de mélange (12) est disposée trans-
versalement d’un côté de la conduite de sortie (13).
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