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(54) Carton for packaging articles and carton blank

(57)  Acartonfor packaging one or more articles each
having a laterally protruding upper portion. The carton
comprises opposed top and bottom wall panels connect-
ed by opposed side wall panels and an upper retention
arrangement provided within at least one of the side wall
panels for engaging the laterally protruding upper portion
of an article. The carton also comprises an aperture
formed in the bottom wall panel through which a lower
portion of that same article is receivable and a tab formed
at least in part from material taken from the bottom wall
panel to form that aperture. The tab provides an exten-
sion of a side wall and extends between the bottom wall
and a plane containing the base of said article. The tab
separates the bottom wall panel from the plane contain-
ing the base of said article, preferably by a distance gen-
erally equal to the length of said tab.
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The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

O O O

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, hamely claims:

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

1-11,14,15

The present supplementary European search report has been drawn up for those parts
of the European patent application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the
claims (Rule 164 (1) EPC).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-11,14,15

A carton for packaging one or more articles comprising tabs
extending below the bottom wall panels.

2. claims: 12,13

A carton for packaging one or more articles comprising tabs
extending below the bottom wall panels, whereby the carton
is made from two-parts.
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