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(54) Wall-mountable optical fiber and cable management apparatus

(57) Optical fiber and cable management apparatus
(10) includes a base (12) for mounting on a wall or other

surface at a subscriber premises, and a drum region (20)

extending axially upward from the base (12). The drum
region (20) includes an outer cylindrical wall (22) for sup-
porting a length of a first fiber optic cable wound about

the outer wall, an inner cylindrical wall (48) disposed ra-
dially inward of the outer wall (22) to define an annular

fiber routing region (46) between the two walls (22,48),
and a cable entry port in the outer wall (22) for receiving
an end portion of the first fiber optic cable so that fibers
ofthe cable may be routed through the fiber routing region
(46). An interface compartment (30) disposed atop the
drum region (20) is constructed to interface a first set of
fibers routed within the compartment (30), with a second
set of fibers associated with a second fiber optic cable
that is routed to the apparatus.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1,2,3,4,8,9,12,13

Subject 1 relates to an optical fibre and cable management
casing where a drum is mounted on a base for receiving a
length of an optical fibre, with a connector panel on top of
the drum for connecting the drummed fibre with an external
connectorised fibre cable, to the strain relief of the wound
fibre, to the connector panels, to the kind of connectors to
be mated, and to the inlet for a further connectorised
fibre.

2. claims: 5-7

Subject 2 also relates to an optical fibre and cable
management where a drum is mounted on a base for receiving a
length of an optical fibre, with a connector panel on top of
the drum for connecting the drummed fibre with an external
connectorised fibre cable, and to a turning mechanism for
the drum.

3. claims: 10,11

Subject 3 also relates to an optical fibre and cable
management casing where a drum is mounted on a base for
receiving a length of an optical fibre, with a connector
panel on top of the drum for connecting the drummed fibre
with an external connectorised fibre cable, and to an
additional fibre channel formed at the exterior of the
casing and on top of the base.

4. claims: 14,15

Subject 4 also to an optical fibre and cable management
casing where a drum is mounted on a base for receiving a
length of an optical fibre, with a connector panel on top of
the drum for connecting the drummed fibre with an external
connectorised fibre cable, and to the possibility to wind a
fibre on the outer circular wall of the drum.

5. claim: 16

Subject 5 also relates to an optical fibre and cable
management casing where a drum is mounted on a base for
receiving a length of an optical fibre, with a connector
panel on top of the drum for connecting the drummed fibre
with an external connectorised fibre cable, and to a splice
box incorporated into the base.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

6. claim: 17

Subject 6 also relates to an optical fibre and cable
management casing where a drum is mounted on a base for
receiving a length of an optical fibre, with a connector
panel on top of the drum for connecting the drummed fibre
with an external connectorised fibre cable, and to a park
block for non-connected connectors.
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