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(54) A pipe handling system and method

(57) A pipe handling system (10) includes a frame
(12) removably coupled to a drilling mast (20), a gripping
arm (18) movably coupled to the frame (12), and a grip
jaw (36) extending from the gripping arm (18) to engage
a drill pipe (24). The gripping arm (18) and the grip jaw
(36) are operable to move a drill pipe (24) from within the
drilling mast (20) to a pipe storage area adjacent the drill-
ing mast (20). Other embodiments include a pipe racker
(10) and a setback handling system (100) disposed be-
low the pipe racker (10)to engage a lower end of a drill
pipe (122).

The setback handling system (100) includes a movable
pipe guide (104) and a rotating table (102) supporting
the pipe guide (104). In some embodiments, the rotating
table (102) also supports a pipe mover (106) for moving
the drill pipe (122) to desired storage positions in a set-
back rack. Pipe handling methods are also disclosed.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, nhamely:

1. claims: 1-21

A pipe handling system comprising a setback handling system
at the drill floor level

2. claims: 22-33

A pipe handling system comprising a grip jaw to engage and
move the drill pipe.
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