EP 1 955 739 B1

(12)

(45)

(21)

(22)

Européisches
Patentamt

European

Patent Office

Office européen
des brevets

(11) EP 1 955 739 B1

EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

Date of publication and mention
of the grant of the patent:
12.05.2010 Bulletin 2010/19
Application number: 07250488.9

Date of filing: 06.02.2007

(51)

Int Cl.:

A63B 43/00(2006.01) GO1V 15/00(2006.0%)

(54)

Transmitter tag
Senderetikett

Etiquette d’émetteur

(84)

(43)

(73)

(72)

Designated Contracting States:

ATBEBG CHCY CZDE DKEE ES FI FR GB GR
HUIEISITLILT LU LV MC NL PL PT RO SE SI
SKTR

Date of publication of application:
13.08.2008 Bulletin 2008/33

Proprietor: Ratcliffe, Ashley
Hinckley
Leicestershire LE10 ORB (GB)

Inventor: Ratcliffe, Ashley
Hinckley
Leicestershire LE10 ORB (GB)

(74)

(56)

Representative: Hallam, Arnold Vincent et al
Marks & Clerk LLP

Alpha Tower

Suffolk Street Queensway

Birmingham

B11TT (GB)

References cited:
DE-U- 29 718 535
FR-A- 2 616 335
US-A- 5 423 549

DE-U1- 20 009 198
US-A- 3782730
US-A1- 2002 091 017

Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



1 EP 1 955 739 B1 2

Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a transmitter
tag for a golf ball.

[0002] Golfisawell known, and popular game in which
a participant attempts to use a golf club to hit a golf ball
into one of a series of holes in as few shots as possible.
One issue associated with the game is the frequent loss
of golf balls, which can occur. Lost or irretrievable balls
result in the participant incurring penalty points thereby
negating the objective of the game. Furthermore, the loss
of balls adds to the financial cost of playing the game,
and can result in a relatively large amount of time being
spent searching for the lost balls. The time spent search-
ing for golf balls can also reduce the throughput of players
on a golf course, thereby having a negative impact, not
just on the participant, who has lost the ball but on other
players also.

[0003] Solutions to help players locate golf balls have
been proposed in the past. One such example comprises
a golf ball, which flashes for a preset period after it has
been struck. However, such systems rely on a line of
sight between a player and the ball, which frequently isn’t
the case with lost balls. In order to conserve batteries the
ball is designed to stop flashing after a relatively short
period, typically 5 minutes or so. This means that if the
ball is not located within that period the ball might not be
found at all. Additionally, if the ball is located immediately
after flashing is initiated, for example, on a putting green
or the like, the flashing can be distracting either to the
player taking the shot, or other players in the vicinity.
[0004] In another example, a golf ball is provided with
an embedded passive radio frequency tag. The tag con-
tains a microchip that responds to a signal transmitted
from a locater device by returning a modified signal. The
microchip has no independent power source, but instead
operates off power taken from a carrier signal transmitted
from the locator device. Thus, the device is inherently
limited to a relatively short range (~9m).

[0005] Another example, disclosed in US-A-3782730,
comprises an LC tuned circuit. In order to disable this
oscillator the ball must be place in the presence of an AC
magnetic field.

[0006] Itis anobject of the presentinvention to provide
a transmitter tag, which mitigates at least one of the
above issues.

[0007] Accordingly, the present invention provides a
transmitter tag for a golf ball, the tag comprising: a trans-
mitter configured to issue a location signal for location of
said golf ball; a power source for powering said transmit-
ter; activation means operable for activating said trans-
mitter when said ball is in use; and deactivation means
operable for remote manual deactivation of said trans-
mitter after said golf ball is located: characterised in that
said transmitter further comprises: a latching portion con-
nected to said activation means and operable to switch
from a high impedance off state to be latched in a low
impedance on state when said activation means is
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switched to the on state; and said deactivation means
comprising a Hall effect switch configured to deactivate
said transmitter in response to the presence of a constant
polarity independent magnetic field; and wherein said de-
activation means incorporates a controlled clocking
mechanism for cycling power to the Hall element of said
Hall effect switch thereby to reduce power consumption
of said Hall effect switch.

[0008] The presentinvention further provides a system
for locating a golf ball, the system comprising: a trans-
mitter tag for a golf ball: and a portable receiver for lo-
cating the transmitter tag; wherein the tag comprises: a
transmitter configured to issue a location signal for loca-
tion of said golf ball; a power source for powering said
transmitter, activation means operable for activating said
transmitter to switch to an on state in response to said
ball being struck; a latching portion connected to said
activation means operable to switch from a high imped-
ance off state to be latched in a low impedance on state
when said activation means is switched to the on state;
and deactivation means comprising a Hall effect mag-
netic switch operable when said latching portion is
latched in the low impedance on state to deactivate said
transmitter in response to the presence of a constant
polarity independent magnetic field; wherein said deac-
tivation means incorporates a controlled clocking mech-
anism for cycling power to a Hall element of said Hall
effect switch thereby to reduce power consumption of
said Hall effect switch; and the receiver comprises: a re-
ceiver circuit configured to receive said signal; and a sig-
nal peak detector configured to indicate the strength of
said signal and therefore the distance of said transmitter
tag from said receiver.

[0009] Preferably said activation means comprises an
impact switch operable to activate said transmitter in re-
sponse to said ball being struck.

[0010] Preferably said impact switchis operable to pro-
duce a voltage depending on acceleration induced when
the ball is struck.

[0011] Preferably said impact switch comprises a ce-
ramic based resonator.

[0012] Preferably said Hall effect switch is omnipolar.
[0013] Preferably said transmitter is configured for is-
suing a signal comprising a series of pulses modulated
with a carrier signal.

[0014] Preferably said signal is allocated to a specific
carrier frequency, said frequency being configurable to
provide an identifier for identifying said ball.

[0015] Preferably said issued signal has a duty cycle
of less than 1%.

[0016] Preferably each pulse has a width in the region
of 200p.s, and wherein one pulse is issued in the region
of every 60ms,

[0017] Preferably said transmitter comprises an oscil-
lator for producing said carrier signal.

[0018] Preferably said oscillator comprises a surface
acoustic wave resonator for generating a transmitter car-
rier signal.
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[0019] The present invention also provides a golf ball
comprising a tag as defined in claims 1 to 11.

[0020] The present invention also provides a golf ball
as defined in the immediately preceding paragraph, com-
prising a substantially spherical core embedded concen-
trically within said golf ball, wherein said tag is embedded
in said core, and wherein said core, tag, and golf ball
share substantially the same centre of mass.

[0021] Anembodiment of the invention will now be de-
scribed byway of example only with reference to the at-
tached figures in which:

FIG 1 shows a cut-away 3D view of a transmitter tag
according to the invention, installed in a golf ball;

FIG 2(a) is a block diagram of a first embodiment of
the transmitter tag of figure 1;

FIG 2(b) is a block diagram of a second embodiment
of the transmitter tag of figure 1;

FIG 3 is a block diagram of an Amplitude Shift Key
Superheterodyne receiver for receiving signals
transmitted from the transmitter tag of figure 1; and

FIG 4 shows a hand held unit into which the Ampli-
tude Shift Key Superheterodyne receiver of figure 3
may be incorporated.

[0022] In figure 1 a golf ball having a transmitter tag is
shown generally at 10. The golf ball comprises a shell
portion 12, a core portion 14, and a tag 16.

[0023] The shell portion 12 generally comprises a hol-
low sphere of external dimensions and appearance cor-
responding to the standard requirements for golf balls.
For example, at the time of filing the application, golf balls
are required to have a minimum diameter of 1.68 inches.
The external appearance may include, for example, the
dimpled effect associated with maximising the distance
that a ball of a particular weight will travel.

[0024] The core portion 14 is embedded for concentric
centre of mass within the shell portion. The core 14 may
be made of any material suitable for ensuring that the
golf ball has a weight conforming to standard require-
ments, and for ensuring an acceptable balance and feel.
For example, at the time of filing the application, golf balls
are required to have a maximum weight of 45,9 g (1.62
ounces). An example of a suitable material for construc-
tion of the core portion 14 is a plastics material, such as
polyurethane, whose density and other material charac-
teristics (e.g. elasticity), may be manipulated to allow
conformity of the golf ball both with appropriate rules, and
with the expectations of players.

[0025] The materials of both the shell 12 and the core
14 are of sufficient durability, and resilient strength both
to resist physical damage and/or deformity during the
normal course of play, and to give the golf ball an accept-
able lifespan.
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[0026] The tag 16 is embedded for concentric centre
of mass within the core. The tag 16 comprises a trans-
mitter circuit configured for issuing a suitable signal for
minimising power consumption while the transmitter is
operational. In operation, the transmitted signal is re-
ceived by a complementary receiver circuit, provided in
a separate unit, for locating the transmitter tag and hence
the golf ball in which it is embedded.

[0027] The shell 12, the core 14 and the tag 16 are
further arranged to ensure compliance with rules con-
cerning spherical symmetry, initial velocity, the overall
distance standard and similar rules.

[0028] Infigure 2(a) a firstembodiment of a transmitter
circuit, suitable for implementation in the transmitter tag
16, is shown generally at 20. The transmitter circuit 20
is operable to transmit an amplitude shift key modulated
signal, comprising an ultra high frequency (UHF) signal
modulated by a periodic series of on/off pulses to produce
periodic UHF carrier bursts. Each pulse is relatively short,
thereby resulting in a pulsed signal having a correspond-
ingly low mark space ratio and the transmitted signal hav-
ing an equivalent duty cycle. Typically, for example, the
duty cycle is less than ~1%, the mark space ratio being
less than ~0.01. A typical pulse length, for example, is
~200ps for a period of 60ms. Thus, the power consump-
tion of the transmitter is minimised thereby prolonging
battery life.

[0029] It will be appreciated that different tags may be
provided with transmitter circuits in which the on/off
keyed signal is allocated to a different carrier frequency.
Similarly, the associated receiver may be configured for
distinguishing between the frequencies thereby allowing
a player to locate a ball having a specific identity. Thus,
in a different embodiment of the invention, different fre-
quencies could be used to identify different golf balls.
The identification may be, for example, an electronic
equivalent to the number printed on the side of a ball for
visual identification purposes.

[0030] The transmitter circuit 20 comprises a power
source 22, activation means 24, deactivation means 26,
alatching portion 28, a boost portion 30, oscillator means
32, modulation means 34, and antenna means 36.
[0031] The power source 22, is a conventional battery
or the like arranged for providing a working voltage to the
latching portion 28, and the rest of the circuit. Typically,
for example, the battery is a primary 3V lithium or the like.
[0032] The activation means 24 comprises a normally
open switch, operable in the event of acceleration above
a predefined level to switch temporarily from an open
circuit or off state, to a short circuit or on state. Typically,
for example, the switch comprises an impact, accelera-
tion, or shock sensor, operable to switch temporarily from
the off state, to the on state, in response to an acceler-
ation between 1000g and 5000g, where g = 9.8 m/s2.
The switch may additionally be hemispherically omni-di-
rectional.

[0033] The latching portion 28 comprises a gated
switch or circuit having a gate terminal 38, an input ter-
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minal 40, and an output terminal 42. The latching portion
28 is operable to switch from a high impedance off state,
between the input and output terminals 40, 42, to a low
impedance on state, on the application of an appropriate
voltage to the gate 38. The latching portion 28 is further
operable to latch, on switching to the on state, thereby
maintaining the low impedance state after the applied
gate voltage is removed. In operation, the latched con-
dition is maintained until a short-circuit condition exists
between the gate 38 and ground.

[0034] The activation means 24 is connected between
the power source 22, and the gate 38 of the latching
portion 28. The input terminal 40 of the latching portion
28 is connected directly to the power source 22.

[0035] The deactivation means 26, comprises a first
terminal 44 and a second terminal 46 connected respec-
tively to the gate terminal 38 via an internal connection
in the latching portion 28, and ground. The deactivation
means 26 is operable to switch from a high impedance
off state, to a low impedance on state, between the first
and second terminals 44, 46, in the presence of a mag-
netic field of a suitable flux density. In the embodiment
shown the deactivation means comprises a Hall effect
switch, although it will be appreciated that other remotely
influenced switching is possible.

[0036] The Hall effect switch comprises a micro-power
omnipolar Hall effect switch. This allows a constant, po-
larity independent, magnetic field to be used to change
the state of the hall switch. Hence, a simple, permanent
magnetic source may be used to deactivate the device
thereby reducing costand complexity. A permanent mag-
net could, for example, be incorporated into the hand
held receiver unit to allow for ball de-activation.

[0037] The Hall effect switch also incorporates an in-
ternally controlled clocking mechanism to cycle power to
the Hall element and analogue processing circuits. The
clocking mechanism servesto place the high current con-
suming portions of the circuit into a "Sleep" mode. Peri-
odically the device is "Awakened" by internal logic, and
the magnetic flux from the Hall element evaluated against
predefined thresholds. If the flux density is above or be-
low these thresholds then the output transistor is driven
to change state accordingly. While in the "Sleep" cycle
the output transistor remains latched in its previous state.
Thus, the Hall effect switch is optimized for extended
operating lifetime in battery powered systems.

[0038] Power for operation of the Hall effect switch 26
is provided, when the latching portion 28 is latched, from
the output terminal 42. Thus, when the latching portion
28 is not latched the Hall effect switch 26 does not con-
sume power.

[0039] Hence, in operation, when the golf ball is struck
the activation means 24 switches to the on state, thereby
activating the latching portion 28, such that the voltage
at the output terminal 42 rises to that of the input terminal
40, where it is maintained due the latching action of the
latching portion 28. Power is therefore supplied to the
Hall effect switch 26, via the output terminal 42. Thus,
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when a magnetic field of suitable flux density is applied
to the Hall effect switch 26, the deactivation means 26
switches to the on state thereby short-circuiting the gate
38 to ground via the latching portion 28, hence de-latch-
ing the latching portion 28. After de-latching the latching
portion 28 switches back to the off state thereby isolating
the output terminal 42 from the input terminal 40, and
hence the power source 22.

[0040] The boost portion 30 comprises an input and
an output, and is operable to boost the voltage applied
tothe input, to yield a higher working voltage at the output.
In the embodiment shown the boost portion comprises a
DC-DC boost converter suitable for providing a sufficient
output voltage for driving the oscillator and modulation
means 32, 34. Typically, for example, the voltage output
is ~9V. It will be appreciated that alternatively, or addi-
tionally, additional voltage may be provided by providing
at least one lithium power cell or the like, in addition to
the power source 22.

[0041] The output terminal 42, of the latching portion
28 provides an input to the power boost portion 30.
Hence, in operation, when the latching portion 28 is
latched the voltage of the power source 22 is applied to
the input of the boost converter 30, thereby resulting in
a boosted voltage at the output.

[0042] The oscillator and modulator means 32,34 are
arranged for powering by the boosted voltage, in opera-
tion, when the latching portion is latched.

[0043] The oscillator means 32 comprises a UHF radio
frequency oscillator configured for providing a predefined
UHF carrier signal. The modulator means comprises an
on/off key modulator arranged to modulate the carrier
signal with a signal comprising a periodic series of on/off
pulses. Thus, in operation the transmitter produces an
associated on/off key modulated signal comprising UHF
carrier bursts, which it then transmits via the antenna
means 36.

[0044] The UHF oscillator 32 may comprise any suit-
able oscillator. Typically, for example, the oscillator com-
prises a single port surface acoustic wave (SAW) reso-
nator operating at an appropriate frequency. The SAW
resonator is particularly advantageous because it pro-
vides a good degree of frequency stability when subject
to excessive mechanical shock of the type the golf ball
is likely to receive during play. Typically, for example, a
SAW resonator exhibits acceptable frequency stability at
accelerations of the order 80000g.

[0045] The antenna means comprises an omni-direc-
tional antenna operable to radiate the UHF carrier bursts
in all directions.

[0046] Hence, in operation, when the golf ball is struck
the activation means 24 switches to the on state, and the
latching portion 28 latches thereby supplying the input of
the boost converter, and Hall effect switch with power
from the power source 22. Thus, the boost converter pro-
vides the boosted voltage to the oscillator 32 and the
modulator 34 and thus the transmitter begins to transmit
the on/off key modulated signal.
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[0047] In order to switch off the transmitter, a user
brings the ball into the proximity of a magneticfield, there-
by activating the Hall effect switch to de-latch the latching
portion, thereby isolating the boost converter. Thus, the
transmission of UHF bursts is stopped and power con-
sumption reduced substantially to zero.

[0048] Hence, the deactivation means is manually op-
erable to deactivate the transmitter. It will be appreciated
that in addition to the manually operable switch, the de-
activation means may further comprise a time delay
switch, which automatically switches off the transmitter
after a pre-determined delay, thereby avoiding undue
power loss in the unlikely event that the transmitter is
accidentally switched on.

[0049] The transmitter circuit is designed to comply
with appropriate statutory and other requirements such
as, for example, FCC regulations.

[0050] In figure 2(b) a second embodiment of a trans-
mitter circuit, suitable for implementation in the transmit-
ter tag 16, is shown generally at 120. The transmitter
circuit 120 is similar to the circuit of figure 2(a) and will
be described to highlight the main differences. Like the
first embodiment the transmitter circuit 120 is operable
to transmit an amplitude shift key modulated signal as
generally described previously.

[0051] Like the transmitter circuit 20 the circuit 120
comprises a power source 122, activation means 124,
deactivation means 126, a latching portion 128, oscillator
means 132, modulation means 134, and antenna means
136. The circuit 120, however, does not include a boost
converter arrangement, and the rest of the circuit is mod-
ified accordingly.

[0052] The absence of the DC-DC boost has the ad-
vantage of reduced complexity and cost, and is particu-
larly advantageous for applications where the maximum
finding range is limited to between ~50m and 60m.
[0053] The powersource 122, latching portion 128, os-
cillator means 132, modulation means 134 and antenna
means are generally arranged and configured as de-
scribed with reference to figure 2(a) and will not be de-
scribed again in detail.

[0054] As described previously, the latching portion
128 comprises a gated switch or circuit having a gate
terminal 138, an input terminal 140, and an output termi-
nal 142. Similarly, the deactivation means 126, compris-
es a Hall effect switch having a first terminal 144 and a
second terminal 146 connected respectively to the gate
terminal 138 of the latching portion 128, and ground.
[0055] In the absence of the boost converter, the os-
cillator and modulator means 132, 134 are powered di-
rectly from the output terminal 142, of the latching portion
128, when the latching portion is latched.

[0056] Furthermore, unlike the embodiment of figure
2(a), the activation means 124 comprises a standard ce-
ramic resonator that uses the mechanical resonance of
piezoelectric ceramics (generally, lead zirconium titanate
or PZT) in order to produce the appropriate voltage at
the gate 138 when subjected to a predefined level of ac-
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celeration. Typically, for example, the activation means
124 comprises a standard ceramic resonator configured
to produce a voltage of sufficient amplitude to induce the
required change in the impedance of the latching portion
128, in response to an acceleration between 1000g and
5000g where g = 9.8 m/s2. For example, the ceramic
resonator may have a resonant frequency of 2 MHz to
16 MHz. The ceramic resonator may additionally be hem-
ispherically omni-directional in X,Y and Z planes.
[0057] The activation means 124 is connected be-
tween ground and the gate terminal 138 of the latching
portion 128. The input terminal 140 of the latching portion
128 is connected directly to the power source 122.
[0058] Hence, in operation, when the golf ball is struck
the ceramic resonator 124 produces an appropriate volt-
age, thereby activating the latching portion 128, such that
the voltage at the output terminal 142 rises to that of the
inputterminal 140, where itis maintained due the latching
action of the latching portion 128. Power is therefore sup-
plied to the Hall effect switch 126, via the output terminal
142. Thus, when a magnetic field of suitable flux density
is applied to the Hall effect switch 126, the deactivation
means 126 switches to the on state thereby short-
circuiting the gate 138 to ground via terminals 144 and
146 of the Hall effect switch 126, hence de-latching the
latching portion 128. After de-latching the latching portion
128 switches back to the off state thereby isolating the
output terminal 142 from the input terminal 140, and
hence the power source 122.

[0059] As described previously, the oscillator means
132 comprises a UHF radio frequency oscillator config-
ured for providing a predefined UHF carrier signal. The
modulator means 134 comprises an on/off key modulator
arranged to modulate the carrier signal with a signal com-
prising a periodic series of on/off pulses.

[0060] Hence,inoperation, whenthe golf ballis struck,
the ceramic resonator 124 produces the required voltage
at gate terminal 138, and the latching portion 128 latches
thereby supplying the input of the Hall effect switch 126,
the oscillator 132 and the modulator 134 with power from
the power source 122. Thus the transmitter begins to
transmit the on/off key modulated signal.

[0061] In order to switch off the transmitter, a user
brings the ball into the proximity of a magneticfield, there-
by activating the Hall effect switch 126 to de-latch the
latching portion 128, thereby isolating the UHF oscillator
132, and the modulator 134 from the power source 122.
Thus, the transmission of UHF bursts is stopped and
power consumption reduced substantially to zero as de-
scribed with reference to figure 2(a)

[0062] In figure 3 a receiver circuit for receiving the
signal transmitted by the transmitter circuit of figure 2(a)
or 2(b) is shown generally at 50. The receiver 50 is op-
erable to receive the on/off key modulated signal, to re-
cover the signal, and to provide an indication of its
strength.

[0063] The receiver circuit 50 forms an amplitude shift
key (ASK) superheterodyne receiver. Superheterodyne
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receivers are well known and hence the circuit will not
be described in detail other than to further illustrate the
invention.

[0064] The receiver 50 comprises, an antenna 52, a
first filter portion 54, a mixer portion 56, a local oscillator
portion 58, a second filter portion 60, a demodulator por-
tion 62, peak detection means 64, and indicator means
66.

[0065] The antenna 52 is operable to receive the on/off
key modulated signal transmitted by the golf ball. In the
embodimentdescribed the antenna 52 comprises anom-
ni-directional antenna for reasons of practicality and cost
efficiency. However, it will be appreciated that the anten-
na may alternatively be a directional antenna for assisting
directional location of the golf ball emitting the modulated
signal.

[0066] The first filter portion 54 comprises a band pass
filter configured for filtering and amplifying the signal re-
ceived by the antenna such that only the UHF frequency
corresponding to the carrier of the modulated signal is
amplified.

[0067] The oscillator means 58 comprises a UHF radio
frequency oscillator configured for providing a second
carrier signal. The mixer portion 56 is configured to het-
erodyne the filtered signal with the second carrier signal,
produced by the oscillator portion 58, to generate a lower
sideband at a beat frequency known as the intermediate
frequency. The intermediate frequency is substantially
equal to the difference between the frequencies of the
second carrier and the carrier of the modulated signal.
[0068] The second filter portion 60 is configured to fur-
ther filter and amplify the heterodyned signal for subse-
quent demodulation. The demodulator portion 62 is op-
erable to amplitude demodulate the output of the second
filter portion 60 to recover the on/off key encoded signal
transmitted by the transmitter tag in the golf ball.
[0069] The peak voltage of the recovered signal is in-
dicative of the signal strength of the received signal, and
hence the distance of the golf ball containing the trans-
mitter tag from the receiver. The peak detection means
64 comprises a peak detector operable to detect the peak
voltage of the recovered on/off key encoded signal and
to convert it into a corresponding DC voltage. The peak
detection means 64 comprises a high impedance unity
gain amplifier having a diode isolated output. The ampli-
fier is configured to have a suitable bandwidth for the
intended application. A parallel capacitor, resistor ar-
rangementis connected to the amplifier, the arrangement
having a time constant sufficient to convert the on/offkey
recovered signal into a DC voltage. The DC voltage is
fed into a further high impedance unity gain amplifier
thereby producing a buffered output suitable for driving
the indicator means 66. The buffered DC voltage is thus
indicative of the received signal strength, and hence the
distance of the golf ball incorporating the transmitter tag
from the receiver.

[0070] The indicator means 66 comprises means for
providing a visual and/or audible indication of signal
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strength to a user.

[0071] The entire circuit is powered by an appropriate
power source VCC.

[0072] An example of a typical hand held receiver unit
is shown in figure 4 generally at 70. The receiver unit
incorporates the receiver circuit 50 of figure 3 and a
switch 72 for switching power to the circuit on and off as
required. 1rx the hand held unit of figure 4 the indicator
means 66 is shown as an analogue coil indicator. It will
be appreciated, however, that the indicator means may
comprise any suitable means for indicating signal
strength to the user. For example, the indicator means
may alternatively or additionally comprise a digital dis-
play, an audible pitched output, an indicator bar or the
like.

[0073] Hence, in operation, when a golf ball containing
the transmitter tag is struck the tag begins transmitting
an on/off key modulated signal. A user then uses the
receiver unit 70 to pick up the transmitted signal and to
give an indication of the associated received signal
strength. The user then moves generally toward the area
where he thinks the ball may have landed. If the indicator
means 66 indicates that the signal strength is increasing
the user knows that he is getting closer to the ball. On
the other hand if the signal strength decreases the user
knows that he is getting further away from the ball and
can change direction accordingly. In this manner the user
can find the ball quickly and easily without distracting
other players.

[0074] After the ball is found the user deactivates the
transmitter by putting a magnet of appropriate field
strength near the golf ball. Conveniently, the golf ball may
be provided with a storage container, of suitable dimen-
sions for storing at least one golf ball, in which a suitable
magnet is incorporated for ensuring that stored balls can-
not start to transmit accidentally. Such a container would
also mitigate against a user forgetting to deactivate the
transmitter tag after finishing with the ball.

[0075] The use of a transmitter tag of the type de-
scribed allows for a relatively large range, without con-
travening associated regulations, and without undue
power consumption. Typically, .for example, the trans-
mitter tag of the second embodiment has a range in the
region of 60zn, and a life span exceeding 200 hours in
continuous operation.

Claims

1. Atransmitter tag (16) for a golf ball (10), the tag com-
prising:

a transmitter (20) configured to issue a location
signal for location of said golf ball;

a power source (22) for powering said transmit-
ter;

activation means (24) operable for activating
said transmitter when said ball is in use;
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and deactivation means (26) operable for re-
mote manual deactivation of said transmitter af-
ter said golf ball is located;

characterised in that said transmitter (20) fur-
ther comprises:

a latching portion (28) connected to said ac-
tivation means and operable to switch from
a high impedance off state to be latched in
a low impedance on state when said acti-
vation means is switched to the on state;
and said deactivation means (26) compris-
ing a Hall effect switch configured to deac-
tivate said transmitter in response to the
presence of a constant polarity independent
magnetic field;

and wherein said deactivation means (26)
incorporates a controlled clocking mecha-
nism for cycling power to the Hall element
of said Hall effect switch thereby to reduce
power consumption of said Hall effect
switch.

A tag as claimed in claim 1 wherein said activation
means (24) comprises an impact switch operable to
activate said transmitter in response to said ball be-
ing struck.

A tag as claimed in claim 2 wherein said impact
switch is operable to produce a voltage depending
on acceleration induced when the ball is struck.

A tag as claimed in claim 3 wherein said impact
switch comprises a ceramic based resonator.

Atag as claimed in any preceding claim wherein said
Hall effect switch is omnipolar.

Atag as claimed in any preceding claim wherein said
transmitter (20) is configured for issuing a signal
comprising a series of pulses modulated with a car-
rier signal.

A tag as claimed in claim 6 wherein said signal is
allocated to a specific carrier frequency, said fre-
quency being configurable to provide an identifier for
identifying said ball.

Atagas claimedin claim 6 wherein said issued signal
has a duty cycle of less than 1%.

A tag as claimed in claim 6 wherein each pulse has
awidthinthe region of 200w.s, and wherein one pulse
is issued in the region of every 60ms.

A tag as claimed in any of claims 6 to 9 wherein said
transmitter (20) comprises an oscillator for producing
said carrier signal.
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A tag as claimed in claim 10 wherein said oscillator
comprises a surface acoustic wave resonator for
generating a transmitter carrier signal.

A golf ball comprising a tag according to any preced-
ing claim.

A golf ball according to claim 12, comprising a sub-
stantially spherical core embedded concentrically
within said golf ball, wherein said tag (16) is embed-
ded in said core, and wherein said core, tag, and golf
ball share substantially the same centre of mass.

A system for locating a golf ball, the system compris-
ing:

a transmitter tag (16) for a golf ball (10);

and a portable receiver (70) for locating the
transmitter tag;

wherein the tag comprises:

a transmitter (20) configured to issue a lo-
cation signal for location of said golf ball;
apower source (22) for powering said trans-
mitter;

activation means (24) operable for activat-
ing said transmitter to switch to an on state
in response to said ball being struck;

a latching portion (28) connected to said ac-
tivation means operable to switch from a
high impedance off state to be latched in a
low impedance on state when said activa-
tion means is switched to the on state; and
deactivation means (26) comprising a Hall
effect magnetic switch operable when said
latching portion is latched in the low imped-
ance on state to deactivate said transmitter
in response to the presence of a constant
polarity independent magnetic field;
wherein said deactivation means (26) incor-
porates a controlled clocking mechanism
for cycling power to a Hall element of said
Hall effect switch thereby to reduce power
consumption of said Hall effect switch;

and the receiver (70) comprises:

a receiver circuit (50) configured to receive
said signal:

and a signal peak detector (64) configured
to indicate the strength of said signal and
therefore the distance of said transmitter tag
from said receiver.

A system as claimed in claim 14 wherein said acti-
vation means (24) comprises an impact switch op-
erable to activate said transmitter in response to said
ball being struck.
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A system as claimed in claim 15 wherein said impact
switch is operable to produce a voltage depending
on acceleration induced when the ball is struck.

A system as claimed in claim 14, 15 or 16 wherein
said impact switch comprises a ceramic based res-
onator.

Asystemas claimed in any of claims 14 to 17 wherein
said Hall effect magnetic switch is omnipolar.

Asystemas claimedinany of claims 14 to 18 wherein
said transmitter (20) is configured for issuing a signal
comprising a series of pulses modulated with a car-
rier signal.

A system as claimed in claim 19 wherein said signal
is allocated to a specific carrier frequency, said fre-
quency being configurable to provide an identifier for
identifying said ball.

A system as claimed in claim 19 or 20 wherein said
issued signal has a duty cycle of less than 1 %.

A system as claimed in claim 19, 20 or 21 wherein
each pulse has a width in the region of 200us, and
wherein one pulse is issued in the region of every
60ms.

A system as claimed in any of claims 14 to 22 com-
prising a golf ball containing said tag.

A system as claimed in claim 23 wherein:

said golf ball has a substantially spherical core
embedded concentrically within said golf ball;
said tag is embedded in said core;

and said core, tag, and golf ball share substan-
tially the same centre of mass.

Asystem as claimed in any of claims 14 to 24 wherein
said transmitter (20) further comprises a surface
acoustic wave resonator for generating a transmitter
carrier signal.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Senderkennzeichen (16) fiir einen Golfball (10), wo-
bei das Kennzeichen Folgendes umfasst:

einen Sender (20), der dafir konfiguriert ist, ein
Positionssignal zum Lokalisieren des Golfballs
auszugeben,

eine Energiequelle (22), um den Sender mit En-
ergie zu versorgen,

Aktivierungsmittel (24), die funktionsfahig sind,
um den Sender zu aktivieren, wenn der Ball in
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Verwendung ist,

und Deaktivierungsmittel (26), die funktionsfa-
hig sind fir eine manuelle Ferndeaktivierung
des Senders, nachdem der Golfball lokalisiert
ist,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Sender
(20) ferner Folgendes umfasst:

einen Einrastabschnitt (28), der mit den Ak-
tivierungsmitteln verbunden und funktions-
faéhig ist, um von einem Aus-Zustand hoher
Impedanz umzuschalten, um in einem Ein-
Zustand niedriger Impedanz eingerastet zu
werden, wenn die Aktivierungsmittel zu
dem Ein-Zustand umgeschaltet werden,
und die Deaktivierungsmittel (26) einen
Hall-Effekt-Schalter umfassen, der daflr
konfiguriertist, den Sender als Reaktion auf
das Vorhandensein eines unabhangigen
Magnetfeldes mit konstanter Polaritat zu
deaktivieren,

und wobei die Deaktivierungsmittel (26) ei-
nen gesteuerten Taktgebermechanismus
zumzyklischen Steuernder Energie zudem
Hall-Element des Hall-Effekt-Schalters ein-
schlieBen, um dadurch den Energiever-
brauch des Hall-Effekt-Schalters zu verrin-
gern.

Kennzeichen nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Aktivie-
rungsmittel (24) einen StofRschalter umfassen, der
funktionsfahig ist, um den Sender als Reaktion dar-
auf, dass der Ball geschlagen wird, zu aktivieren.

Kennzeichen nach Anspruch 2, wobei der
StoRschalter funktionsfahig ist, um eine Spannung
zu erzeugen, die von der induzierten Beschleuni-
gung abhangt, wenn der Ball geschlagen wird.

Kennzeichen nach Anspruch 3, wobei der
StoRschalter einen Resonator auf Keramikgrundla-
ge umfasst.

Kennzeichen nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
spriiche, wobei der Hall-Effekt-Schalter omnipolar
ist.

Kennzeichen nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
spriiche, wobei der Sender (20) dafiir konfiguriert
ist, ein Signal auszugeben, das eine Reihe von Im-
pulsen, moduliert mit einem Tragersignal, umfasst.

Kennzeichen nach Anspruch 6, wobei das Signal ei-
ner spezifischen Tragerfrequenz zugewiesen ist,
wobei die Frequenz daflr konfiguriert werden kann,
eine ldentifizierung bereitzustellen, um den Ball zu
identifizieren.
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Kennzeichen nach Anspruch 6, wobei das ausgege-
bene Signal eine relative Einschaltdauer von weni-
ger als 1 % hat.

Kennzeichen nach Anspruch 6, wobei jeder Impuls
eine Breite in dem Bereich von 200 p.s hat und wobei
in dem Bereich von alle 60 ms ein Impuls ausgege-
ben wird.

Kennzeichen nach einem der Anspriiche 6 bis 9, wo-
bei der Sender (20) einen Oszillator umfasst, um das
Tragersignal zu erzeugen.

Kennzeichen nach Anspruch 10, wobei der Oszilla-
tor einen akustischen Oberflachenwellen-Resonator
umfasst, um ein Sender-Tragersignal zu erzeugen.

Golfball, der ein Kennzeichen nach einem der vor-
hergehenden Anspriiche umfasst.

Golfball nach Anspruch 12, der einen im Wesentli-
chen spharischen Kern umfasst, der konzentrisch
innerhalb des Golfballs eingebettet ist, wobei das
Kennzeichen (16) in dem Kern eingebettet ist und
wobei der Kern, das Kennzeichen und der Golfball
im Wesentlichen den gleichen Schwerpunkt teilen.

System zum Lokalisieren eines Golfballs, wobei das
System Folgendes umfasst:

ein Senderkennzeichen (16) fur einen Golfball
(10) und einen tragbaren Empfanger (70) zum
Lokalisieren des Senderkennzeichens,

wobei das Kennzeichen Folgendes umfasst:

einen Sender (20), der daftir konfiguriert ist,
ein Positionssignal zum Lokalisieren des
Golfballs auszugeben,

eine Energiequelle (22), um den Sender mit
Energie zu versorgen,

Aktivierungsmittel (24), die funktionsfahig
sind, um den Sender als Reaktion darauf,
dass der Ball geschlagen wird, zu aktivie-
ren, um zu einem Ein-Zustand umzuschal-
ten,

einen Einrastabschnitt (28), der mit den Ak-
tivierungsmitteln verbunden und funktions-
fahig ist, um von einem Aus-Zustand hoher
Impedanz umzuschalten, um in einem Ein-
Zustand niedriger Impedanz eingerastet zu
werden, wenn die Aktivierungsmittel zu
dem Ein-Zustand umgeschaltet werden,
und

Deaktivierungsmittel (26), die einen Hall-Ef-
fekt-Schalter umfassen, der funktionsfahig
ist, wenn der Einrastabschnitt in dem Ein-
Zustand niedriger Impedanz eingerastet ist,
um den Sender als Reaktion auf das Vor-
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16.
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handensein eines unabhangigen Magnet-
feldes mit konstanter Polaritat zu deaktivie-
ren,

wobei die Deaktivierungsmittel (26) einen
gesteuerten Taktgebermechanismus zum
zyklischen Steuern der Energie zu dem
Hall-Element des Hall-Effekt-Schalters ein-
schlieBen, um dadurch den Energiever-
brauch des Hall-Effekt-Schalters zu verrin-
gern,

und der Empfanger (70) Folgendes umfasst:

eine Empfangerschaltung (50), die dafir
konfiguriert ist, das Signal zu empfangen,

und einem Signalspitzendetektor (64), der
dafiir konfiguriert ist, die Starke des Signals
und daher die Entfernung des Senderkenn-
zeichens von dem Empféanger anzuzeigen.

System nach Anspruch 14, wobei die Aktivierungs-
mittel (24) einen Stof3schalter umfassen, der funkti-
onsfahig ist, um den Sender als Reaktion darauf,
dass der Ball geschlagen wird, zu aktivieren.

System nach Anspruch 15, wobei der StoRschalter
funktionsfahig ist, um eine Spannung zu erzeugen,
die von der induzierten Beschleunigung abhangt,
wenn der Ball geschlagen wird.

System nach Anspruch 14, 15 oder 16, wobei der
StoRschalter einen Resonator auf Keramikgrundla-
ge umfasst.

System nach einem der Anspriche 14 bis 17, wobei
der Hall-Effekt-Magnetschalter omnipolar ist.

System nach einem der Anspriiche 14 bis 18, wobei
der Sender (20) daftir konfiguriert ist, ein Signal aus-
zugeben, das eine Reihe von Impulsen, moduliert
mit einem Tragersignal, umfasst.

System nach Anspruch 19, wobei das Signal einer
spezifischen Tragerfrequenz zugewiesen ist, wobei
die Frequenz daflir konfiguriert werden kann, eine
Identifizierung bereitzustellen, um den Ball zu iden-
tifizieren.

System nach Anspruch 19 oder 20, wobei das aus-
gegebene Signal einen relativen Arbeitszyklus von
weniger als 1 % hat.

System nach Anspruch 19, 20 oder 21, wobei jeder
Impuls eine Breite in dem Bereich von 200 ps hat
und wobei in dem Bereich von alle 60 ms ein Impuls
ausgegeben wird.

System nach einem der Anspriiche 14 bis 22, das
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einen Golfball umfasst, der das Kennzeichen ent-
halt.

24. System nach Anspruch 23, wobei:

der Golfball einen im Wesentlichen sphéarischen
Kern umfasst, der konzentrisch innerhalb des
Golfballs eingebettet ist,

das Kennzeichen in dem Kern eingebettet ist
und der Kern, das Kennzeichen und der Golfball
im Wesentlichen den gleichen Schwerpunkt tei-
len.

25. System nach einem der Anspriiche 14 bis 24, wobei

der Sender (20) ferner einen akustischen Oberfla-
chenwellen-Resonator umfasst, um ein Sender-Tra-
gersignal zu erzeugen.

Revendications

Etiquette émettrice (16) pour une balle de golf (10),
I'étiquette comprenant:

un émetteur (20) configuré pour émettre un si-
gnal de localisation pour la localisation de ladite
balle de golf;

une source d’énergie (22) pour alimenter ledit
émetteur;

un moyen d’activation (24) pouvant fonctionner
pour activer ledit émetteur lorsque ladite balle
est utilisée;

et un moyen de désactivation (26) pouvant fonc-
tionner pour une désactivation manuelle a dis-
tance dudit émetteur aprés que ladite balle de
golf est localisée;

caractérisée par le fait que ledit émetteur (20)
comprend, en outre:

une partie de verrouillage (28) connectée
audit moyen d’activation et pouvant étre ac-
tionnée pour passerd’'un étatd’arrét a haute
impédance dans un état de marche a basse
impédance pour étre verrouillée lorsque le-
dit moyen d’activation est commuté dans
I’état de marche;

et ledit moyen de désactivation (26) com-
prenant un commutateur a effet Hall confi-
guré pour désactiver ledit émetteur en ré-
ponse a la présence d’'un champ magnéti-
que indépendant de polarité constante;

et dans laquelle ledit moyen de désactiva-
tion (26) incorpore un mécanisme d’horloge
commandé pour alimenter de fagon cycli-
que I'élément de Hall dudit commutateur a
effet Hall afin de réduire ainsi la consom-
mation d’énergie dudit commutateur a effet
Hall.
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11.
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13.

Etiquette selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle ledit
moyen d’activation (24) comprend un commutateur
sensible au choc pouvant fonctionner pour activer
ledit émetteur en réponse a une frappe de ladite bal-
le.

Etiquette selon la revendication 2, dans laquelle ledit
commutateur sensible au choc peut fonctionner pour
produire une tension dépendant de I'accélération in-
duite lorsque la balle est frappée.

Etiquette selon la revendication 3, dans laquelle ledit
commutateur sensible au choc comprend un réso-
nateur a base de céramique.

Etiquette selon 'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans laquelle ledit commutateur a effet
Hall est omnipolaire.

Etiquette selon 'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans laquelle ledit émetteur (20) est
configuré pour émettre un signal comprenant une
série d’'impulsions modulées par un signal porteur.

Etiquette selon larevendication 6, dans laquelle ledit
signal est alloué a une fréquence porteuse spécifi-
que, ladite fréquence pouvant étre configurée de ma-
niére a fournir un identifiant servant a identifier ladite
balle.

Etiquette selon larevendication 6, dans laquelle ledit
signal émis a une durée d’impulsion inférieure a 1%.

Etiquette selon larevendication 6, dans laquelle cha-
que impulsion a une largeur de I'ordre de 200 ws et
dans laquelle une impulsion est émise toutes les 60
ms environ.

Etiquette selon 'une quelconque des revendications
6 a9, dans laquelle ledit émetteur (20) comprend un
oscillateur pour produire ledit signal porteur.

Etiquette selon la revendication 10, dans laquelle
ledit oscillateur comprend un résonateur d’onde
acoustique de surface pour générer un signal porteur
d’émetteur.

Balle de golf comprenant une étiquette selon 'une
quelconque des revendications précédentes.

Balle de golf selon la revendication 12, comprenant
un noyau essentiellement sphérique encastré de
maniére concentrique a l'intérieur de ladite balle de
golf, dans laquelle ladite étiquette (16) est insérée
dans ledit noyau et dans laquelle ledit noyau, éti-
quette et balle de golf partagent essentiellement le
méme barycentre.
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Systéme de localisation d’une balle de golf, le sys-
téeme comprenant:

une étiquette émettrice (16) pour une balle de
golf (10);

et un récepteur portatif (70) pour localiser I'éti-
quette émettrice;

dans lequel I'étiquette comprend:

un émetteur (20) configuré pour émettre un
signal de localisation pour la localisation de
ladite balle de golf;

une source d’énergie (22) pour alimenter le-
dit émetteur;

un moyen d’activation (24) pouvant fonc-
tionner pour activer ledit émetteur pour qu'il
passe dans un état de marche en réponse
a une frappe de ladite balle;

une partie de verrouillage (28) connectée
audit moyen d’activation et pouvant fonc-
tionner pour passer d’'un état d’arrét a haute
impédance dans un état de marche a basse
impédance pour étre verrouillée lorsque le-
dit moyen d’activation est commuté dans
I'état de marche; et

un moyen de désactivation (26) compre-
nant un commutateur magnétique a effet
Hall pouvant fonctionner lorsque ladite par-
tie de verrouillage est verrouillée dans I'état
de marche a basse impédance pour désac-
tiver ledit émetteur en réponse a la présen-
ce d’'un champ magnétique indépendant de
polarité constante;

dans lequel ledit moyen de désactivation
(26) incorpore un mécanisme d’horloge
commandé pour alimenter de fagon cycli-
que I'élément de Hall dudit commutateur a
effet Hall afin de réduire ainsi la consom-
mation d’énergie dudit commutateur a effet
Hall;

et le récepteur (70) comprend:

un circuit récepteur (50) configuré pour re-
cevoir ledit signal;

et un détecteur de créte de signal (64) con-
figuré pour indiquer l'intensité dudit signal
et donc la distance de ladite étiquette émet-
trice par rapport audit récepteur.

Systéme selon la revendication 14, dans lequel ledit
moyen d’activation (24) comprend un commutateur
sensible au choc opérationnel pour activer ledit
émetteur en réponse a une frappe de ladite balle.

Systéme selon la revendication 15, dans lequel ledit
commutateur sensible au choc peut fonctionner pour
produire une tension dépendant de I'accélération in-
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duite lorsque la balle est frappée.

Systéme selon la revendication 14, 15 ou 16, dans
lequel ledit commutateur sensible au choc comprend
un résonateur a base de céramique.

Systéme selon I'une quelconque des revendications
14 a 17, dans lequel ledit commutateur magnétique
a effet Hall est omnipolaire.

Systéme selon I'une quelconque des revendications
14 a 18, dans lequel ledit émetteur (20) et configuré
pour émettre un signal comprenant une série d’'im-
pulsions modulées par un signal porteur.

Systéme selon la revendication 19, dans lequel ledit
signal est alloué a une fréquence porteuse spécifi-
que, ladite fréquence pouvant étre configurée de ma-
niére a fournir un identifiant pour I'identification de
ladite balle.

Systéme selon la revendication 19 ou 20, dans le-
quel ledit signal émis a un cycle de marche inférieur
a1%.

Systéme selon la revendication 19, 20 ou 21, dans
lequel chaque impulsion a une largeur de l'ordre de
200 ps et dans laguelle une impulsion est émise tou-
tes les 60 ms environ.

Systéme selon I'une quelconque des revendications
14 a 22, comprenant une balle de golf contenant
ladite étiquette.

Systéme selon la revendication 23, dans lequel:

ladite balle de golf a un noyau essentiellement
sphérique encastré de maniére concentrique a
l'intérieur de ladite balle de golf;

ladite étiquette est insérée dans ledit noyau;

et lesdits noyau, étiquette et balle de golf parta-
gent essentiellement le méme barycentre.

Systéme selon I'une quelconque des revendications
14 a 24, dans lequel ledit émetteur (20) comprend,
en outre, un résonateur d’onde acoustique de sur-
face pour générer un signal porteur d’émetteur.
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