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(57)  Amethodforreplacing a bathtub (1) with a show-
er platform providing the step of removing the bathtub
(1) with entire bathtub body (3) from the containing walls
(5a-5d), obtaining a recess (4) defined by a containing
wall, which is reduced in height up to leaving a shoulder
(11). The step of removing the bathtub (3) does not in-
volve the original taps (10). Furthermore, the fragments
and debris (7) produced during the demolition of the walls
(5a-5d) are stored in the recess (4’) defined by the re-
mained portion of the walls (5a,5d), which form the shoul-
der (11), thus avoiding to dispose of the produced debris
and the fragments. The layer of fragments (7) can then
be flattened to provide a base frame (8) on which a show-
er platform (20) is then located. For making the base
frame (8) substantially homogeneous it is possible to add
filling material, for example polyurethane foam (50). The
shower platform (20) has size such that it is oversized
with respect to the standard size of a bathtub (1). In this
case, the shower platform (20) is subject to a preliminary
cutting step for fitting it to the size of the shoulder. At the
uncovered surfaces (25), when removing the bathtub (1),
a lining sheet (15) is applied.

Method for replacing a bathtub with a shower platform
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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to the field of in-
terior renovation and precisely it relates to a method for
replacing a bathtub with a shower platform.

Backfloor of the invention

[0002] In modern life, a particular attention is paid to
water consumption and other factors such as the reduc-
tion of the room sizes of houses and flats, and then of
the bathrooms, have brought with time to a large diffusion
of the shower cabinets and to a subsequent decrease of
the demand for bathtubs.

[0003] Also owing for the presence in families of old or
of disabled people a shower platform is preferable to a
bathtub, in particular, for difficulties met by such catego-
ries of people to have access to the bathtub.

[0004] Therefore, in the houses of old construction the
need is felt to replace the bathtub present in the bathroom
with a shower platform. This change is carried out through
a succession of demolition and of construction works that
time consuming and expensive.

[0005] In particular, during the demolition of the bath-
tub a big amount of debris is created that hase to be
disposed of and is, furthermore, associated with damag-
ing neighbouring tiles with subsequent need of changing
them.

[0006] This step is very complicated also for a difficulty
of finding tiles of the same type of the preexisting ones.
[0007] Another drawback of the used techniques for
replacing a bathtub with a shower platform the difficulty
of finding on the market shower cabinets of standard cor-
responding size to that of the bathtub. This requires mak-
ing a shower platform to measure, with further costs.

Summary of the invention

[0008] Itis therefore a feature of the present invention
to provide a method for replacing a bathtub with a shower
platform that does not require substantial construction
works for its actuation.

[0009] ltis, furthermore, a feature of the presentinven-
tion to provide a method for replacing a bathtub with a
shower platform that is easy and quick to carry out.
[0010] It is also a feature of the present invention to
provide a method for replacing a bathtub with a shower
platform without making large amounts of debris.
[0011] Itis a further feature of the present invention to
provide a method for replacing a bathtub with a shower
platform that avoids changing the existing taps of the
bathtub with new taps.

[0012] It is another feature of the invention to provide
a method for replacing a bathtub with a shower platform
that is particularly adapted to disabled people.

[0013] These and other objects are achieved by a
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method for replacing a bathtub with a shower platform
comprising the steps of:

- removing the existing bathtub with creating a recess
of corresponding size defined by the containing walls
the bathtub;

- pulling down the bathtub containing walls up to leav-
ing a shoulder having a desired height from the floor;

- introducing fragments, or debris, deriving from the
above described demolition in the recess defined by
said shoulder, obtaining a layer of fragments, or de-
bris, within said shoulder;

- levelling said layer of fragments, or debris, within
said shoulder, in order to conform substantially the
thickness of the debris level to said shoulder;

- finishing said shoulder;

- arranging a shower platform of determined size on
said layer of fragments, or debris, for a width that
exceeds said shoulder;

- cutting the shower platform up to the size of said
shoulder;

- levelling said shower platform and fixing it to said
shoulder.

[0014] Preferably, the shower platform can be made
of a material selected from the group comprised of:

- plastic material, in particular, a acrylic resin;
- ceramic material.

[0015] In particular, the shower platform is oversized
with respect to the standard size of the bathtubs. There-
fore, before being located on a base frame made with
masonry material and/or with the fragments generated
by the demolition of the bathtub, the shower platform is
subject to a cutting step in order to fit it to the desired
size. This way, it is possible to mould a single universal
shower platform, or a limited series of shower platforms,
and then fitting it to the size of the shoulder, by cutting
the exceeding part.

[0016] In particular, the base frame may have a height
set between 2 and 50 cm, advantageously between 4
and 30 cm.

[0017] More in detail, the shower platform has the fol-
lowing size:

- width set between 60 and 80 cm;
- length set between 160 and 180 cm.

[0018] Alternatively, the shower platform can be se-
lected among a plurality of shower platforms of different
size, each of which having corresponding size to tradi-
tional bathtubs.

[0019] Advantageously, the shower platform can be
arranged at the same level of the floor of the room in
which is installed, or alternatively, at a determined height
from it. In the latter case the shower platform is arranged
on a base frame made of a masonry material and/or using
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the fragments generated by the demolition of the bathtub.
[0020] In particular, the shower platform can be asso-
ciated with a shower cabinet comprising a frame consist-
ing of a plurality of vertical rods adapted to support a
plurality of side walls, said vertical rods being capable of
approaching/moving away from each other for adapting
to the size of the shower platform. The shower platform
can be defined laterally by at least one wall of the room
in which is installed.

[0021] In particular, when removing the bathtub, the
original taps are not pulled out, whereby the final shower
platform comprises the taps of the original bathtub. This
reduces remarkably the work made by the operator for
carrying out the transformation of the bathtub into a show-
er platform, with subsequent time saving and reduced
costs.

[0022] Whenremoving the bathtub are uncovered por-
tions of wall that defined laterally the bathtub, said por-
tions of wall being coated by at least one lining sheet. In
particular, the, or each, lining sheet coats the plaster un-
covered when removing the bathtub.

[0023] Therefore, the lining sheet coats the side walls
of the final shower platform only for a measured height.
this solution allows to limit remarkably the finishing work
to carry out after the demolition of the bathtub. Advanta-
geously, the shower platform comprises at least one lin-
ing sheet that defines laterally at least one wall side, or
the wall of the room in which it is installed.

[0024] In particular, the or each lining sheet can be
connected to the above described portions of wall, by
means of screws, glue for building industry, etc.

[0025] Inparticular, the lining sheet can be made using
a plurality of tiles, for example the same tiles that cover
the walls of the room in which the shower platform is
installed.

[0026] Alternatively, the lining sheet is made using at
least one plate of plastic material.

[0027] In particular, the sheets are located in order to
result flush with the walls of the bathroom that are not
involved with removing the bathtub, or with the possible
tiles fastened to them.

[0028] Advantageously, the above described base
frame is completed by introducing a filling material, for
example polyurethane foam, in spaces present between
the fragments, or debris, in order to level the base frame
same. This way, it is possible to provide a platform sub-
stantially uniform that assists the next step of arranging
the shower platform.

[0029] In particular, the lining sheet has at least one
graphical sign selected from the group comprised of:

- animage;
- atext;

a combination thereof.

[0030] Advantageously, the graphical sign can be
made on the vertical sheet by means of litographic tech-
niques.
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Brief description of the drawings

[0031] Further characteristic and the advantages of
the method for replacing any bathtub with a shower plat-
form, according to the invention, will be made clearer with
the following description of an exemplary embodiment
thereof, exemplifying but not limitative, with reference to
the attached drawings, in which like reference characters
designate the same or similar parts, throughout the fig-
ures of which:

- Figures from 1 to 8 and from 10 to 11 show diagram-
matically perspective views and an elevational side
view of a possible succession of steps obtainable by
the method, according to the invention, for replacing
a bathtub with a shower platform;

- Figure 9 show diagrammatically a perspective view
of a possible exemplary embodiment of the shower
platform that can be associated with the method, ac-
cording to the invention;

- Figure 12 shows a possible exemplary embodiment
of the shower platform of figure 11.

Description of a preferred exemplary embodiment

[0032] Withreferencetofiguresfrom 1to9,the method
for replacing a bathtub 1 associated with taps 10 with a
shower platform, according to the invention, begins with
the step of removing the preexisting bathtub 1. This can
be effected extracting the still entire bathtub body 3 from
the containing walls 5a-5d, as diagrammatically shown
in figure 2A, obtaining a recess 4 (figure 4). Preferably,
bathtub 3 is pulled out cutting, or crushing in situ the body
3 of the bathtub (figure 2B).

[0033] Then, the partial, or complete, demolition of the
containing walls 5a-5d that define recess 4 is carried out.
The removing step of bathtub 3 does not involve the orig-
inal taps 10, such that, in particular, neither the faucets
10a nor the ducts are removed, leaving the shower plat-
form obtained at the end of the operation with the same
taps 10 of the original bathtub, thus saving work of the
operator. This confers high savings to the client that re-
quires turning the bathtub into a shower platform.
[0034] As diagrammatically shown in figure 5, when
pulling down the bathtub containing walls 5a-5d, only part
of them is involved. In this case, a portion 11 of the walls
5a-5d of height H and any tiles 6 to them connected re-
main intact.

[0035] According to the invention, the fragments and
the debris 7 produced during the demolition of the walls
5a-5d are stored in recess 4’ defined by the lower portion
of walls 5a-5d, which forms a shoulder 11, thus avoiding
of disposing of the debris and the fragments produced
by the demolition (figure 7).

[0036] The layer of fragments 7 that is obtained can
then be flattened to provide a base frame 8 on which
shower platform 20 is then located. For making the base
frame 8 substantially homogeneous it is possible to add
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filling material, for example polyurethane foam 50 (figure
8). By penetrating, in fact, in the spaces between the
fragments 7, the filling material 50 levels the layer of frag-
ments 7 assisting the arrangement of shower platform
20 on base frame 8.

[0037] Shower platform 20, preferably of acrylic mate-
rial, is selected among a plurality of shower platforms of
size corresponding to bathtubs of different standard siz-
es. In general, shower platform 20 is oversized with re-
spect to a bathtub 1 standard size.

[0038] Therefore, before being put on a base frame 8,
shower platform 20 is subject to a preliminary cutting step
for example by a common manual saw 30, in order to fit
it to a desired size. This step is assisted using a shower
platform 20’ as shown in figure 9, whose surface 21’ is
completely planar.

[0039] According to what provided by an advanta-
geous step of the invention, to surfaces 25, or wall por-
tions, which have been uncovered when removing bath-
tub 1 (figure 7), a lining sheet 15 is applied, for example
fixing it to the surfaces 25 by means of nails, screws, glue
for building industry (figures 10 and 11).

[0040] Alternatively, the lining sheets 15 can cover a
higher surface, for example up to coating all the height
of a shower cabinet 100 associated with shower platform
20 (figure 12).

[0041] Thelining sheet 15 can be made using tiles 150
like those of the bathroom in which the shower platform
is installed (figure 11), or alternatively, can be sheets of
plastic material (figure 12). In this case, the lining sheet
15 can be decorated with images, or text 16 as desired.
[0042] As shown in figure 12, the shower platform can
be arranged on shoulder 11 for example at a height set
between 2 and 50 cm, remained after the demolition of
bathtub 1, leaving a portion 20b out from the shower plat-
form, for example for a piece of furniture or other object
useful for a bathroom.

[0043] Alternatively, to what finora described, as
shown in figure 11, according to another aspect of the
invention, the shower platform can be arranged ata same
level of the floor of the room in which the shower platform
is installed 100, which can be on a masonry layer 11°.
[0044] The shower cabinet 100 comprises, in particu-
lar, a frame consisting of a plurality of verticali rods, for
example four rods 101a-101d, adapted to support a plu-
rality of side walls 105. The vertical rods 101a-101d can
be approached/moved away with respect to each other
for example by means of connection guides 105 mounted
telescopically in order to adapt the shower cabinet 100
to the size of shower platform 20.

[0045] The foregoing description of a specific embod-
iment will so fully reveal the invention according to the
conceptual point of view, so that others, by applying cur-
rent knowledge, will be able to modify and/or adapt for
various applications such an embodiment without further
research and without parting from the invention, and it is
therefore to be understood that such adaptations and
modifications will have to be considered as equivalent to
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the specific embodiment. The means and the materials
to realise the different functions described herein could
have a different nature without, for this reason, departing
from the field of the invention. It is to be understood that
the phraseology or terminology employed herein is for
the purpose of description and not of limitation.

Claims

1. Method for replacing a bathtub with a shower plat-
form characterised in that it comprises the steps of:

- removing the existing bathtub thus creating a
recess of corresponding size defined by the con-
taining walls the bathtub;

- pulling out said containing walls up to leaving
a shoulder at a desired height from the floor;

- introducing fragments, or debris, deriving from
said pulling out step into said recess defined by
said shoulder, obtaining a layer of fragments, or
debris, within said shoulder;

-levelling said layer of fragments, or debris, with-
in said shoulderin order to conform substantially
the thickness of the debris to of said shoulder
level;

- finishing said shoulder;

- arranging a shower platform of determined size
on said layer of fragments, or debris, for a width
that exceeds said shoulder;

- cutting said shower platform up to the size of
said shoulder;

- levelling said shower platform and fixing it to
said shoulder.

2. Method for replacing a bathtub with a shower plat-
form, according to claim 1, wherein said shower plat-
form is made of a material selected from the group
comprised of:

- plastic material, in particular, an acrylic resin;
- ceramic material.

3. Method for replacing a bathtub with a shower plat-
form, according to claim 1, wherein said shower plat-
form is selected among a plurality of shower plat-
forms of different size.

4. Method for replacing a bathtub with a shower plat-
form, according to claim 1, wherein said shower plat-
form has the following size:

- width set between 60 and 80 cm;
- length set between 160 and 180 cm.

5. Method for replacing a bathtub with a shower plat-
form, according to claim 1, wherein said shower plat-
form is arranged at the same level of the floor of the
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room in which it is installed.

Method for replacing a bathtub with a shower plat-
form, according to claim 1, wherein during said re-
moving step of said bathtub portions of wall defining
laterally said bathtub are uncovered, on said portions
of uncovered wall at least one lining sheet being ar-
ranged.

Method for replacing a bathtub with a shower plat-
form, according to claim 1, wherein said shower plat-
form is associated with a shower cabinet comprising
aframe consisting of a plurality of vertical rods adapt-
ed to support a plurality of side walls, said vertical
rods being such that they can move towards/away
from each other for adapting to the size of said show-
er platform.

Method for replacing a bathtub with a shower plat-
form, according to claims 6 and 7, wherein said
shower platform is defined laterally from said, or
each, lining sheet.

Method for replacing a bathtub with a shower plat-
form, according to claim 7, wherein said, or each,
lining sheet is connected to said uncovered portions
of wall by means of screws, glue for building industry,
and the like.

Method for replacing a bathtub with a shower plat-
form, according to claim 7, wherein said, or each,
lining sheet is arranged in order to result flush with
the walls, or with the possible tiles fastened to them,
ofthe roomin which said shower platformis installed.

Method for replacing a bathtub with a shower plat-
form, according to claim 1, wherein before said step
of arranging said shower platform on said layer of
fragments, or debris, a step is provided of introducing
afilling material in spaces present between said frag-
ments, or debris, in order to obtain a base frame
substantially flat.

Method for replacing a bathtub with a shower plat-
form, according to claim 7, wherein said lining sheet
have at least one graphical sign selected from the
group comprised of:

- an image;
- a text;
- a combination thereof.

Method for replacing a bathtub with a shower plat-
form, according to claims 1 and 7, wherein during
said step of removing said bathtub, any taps to it
associated are not pulled out, whereby said shower
platform has said taps.
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Fig. 11

11



EP 1961 353 A1

/’——ﬁ\\

-t
=
37
—\
“\g
\

/A

12



N

EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (P04C01)

EP 1961 353 A1

European Patent
Office

EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

Application Number

EP 08 00 3116

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

8 April 2005 (2005-04-08)
* the whole document *

Category Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, Rele\{ant CLASSIFICATION OF THE
of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION (IPC)
FR 2 882 243 A (ERIC WEERTS SPRL [BE]) 1 INV.
25 August 2006 (2006-08-25) A47K3/28
* the whole document * A47K3/40
FR 2 860 411 A (ALLIA [FR]) 1

TECHNICAL FIELDS
SEARCHED (IPC)

Ad47K
The present search report has been drawn up for all claims
Place of search Date of completion of the search Examiner
Munich 30 April 2008 Horst, Werner

CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS

T : theory or principle underlying the invention

X : particularly relevant if taken alone

Y : particularly relevant if combined with another
document of the same category

A : technological background

O : non-written disclosure

P : intermediate document

E : earlier patent document, but published on, or
after the filing date

D : document cited in the application

L : document cited for other reasons

& : member of the same patent family, corresponding
document

13




EPO FORM P0459

EP 1961 353 A1

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 08 00 3116

This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

30-04-2008
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date
FR 2882243 A 25-08-2006  BE 1016467 A3 07-11-2006

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82

14



	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

