EP 1 961 353 B1

(19)

Européisches
Patentamt

European

Patent Office

Office européen
des brevets

(12)

(45) Date of publication and mention
of the grant of the patent:
15.09.2010 Bulletin 2010/37

(21) Application number: 08003116.4

(22) Date of filing: 20.02.2008

(11) EP 1961 353 B1

EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(51) IntCl.:

A47K 3/28(2006.01) A47K 3/40(2006.01)

(54) Method for replacing a bathtub with a shower platform

Verfahren zum Ersetzen einer Badewanne durch eine Duschwanne

Procédé pour remplacer une baignoire par un bac a douche

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BEBG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR
HRHUIEISITLILT LULV MC MT NL NO PL PT
RO SE SI SK TR

(30) Priority: 20.02.2007 IT fi20070009

(43) Date of publication of application:
27.08.2008 Bulletin 2008/35

(60) Divisional application:
10167259.0

(73) Proprietor: Ruggiero, Elio
50059 Vinci (FI) (IT)

(72) Inventor: Ruggiero, Elio
50059 Vinci (FI) (IT)

(74) Representative: Celestino, Marco
ABM Agenzia Brevetti & Marchi,
Viale Giovanni Pisano, 31
56123 Pisa (IT)

(56) References cited:

FR-A-2 860411 FR-A-2 882243

Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been

paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



1 EP 1961 353 B1 2

Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to the field of in-
terior renovation and precisely it relates to a method for
replacing a bathtub with a shower platform.

Background of the invention

[0002] In modern life, a particular attention is paid to
water consumption and other factors such as the reduc-
tion of the room sizes of houses and flats, and then of
the bathrooms, have brought with time to a large diffusion
of the shower cabinets and to a subsequent decrease of
the demand for bathtubs.

[0003] Also owing for the presence in families of old or
of disabled people a shower platform is preferable to a
bathtub, in particular, for difficulties met by such catego-
ries of people to have access to the bathtub.

[0004] Therefore, in the houses of old construction the
need is felt to replace the bathtub present in the bathroom
with a shower platform. This change is carried out through
a succession of demolition and of construction works that
time consuming and expensive.

[0005] In particular, during the demolition of the bath-
tub a big amount of debris is created that hase to be
disposed of and is, furthermore, associated with damag-
ing neighbouring tiles with subsequent need of changing
them.

[0006] This step is very complicated also for a difficulty
of finding tiles of the same type of the preexisting ones.
[0007] Another drawback of the used techniques for
replacing a bathtub with a shower platform the difficulty
of finding on the market shower cabinets of standard cor-
responding size to that of the bathtub. This requires mak-
ing a shower platform to measure, with further costs.
[0008] FR 2882243 discloses a shower installing sys-
tem for bathroom having wallboards with concave sur-
face applied against existing wall and side surfaces de-
limiting ceiling space, destined for passage of valves,
between existing wall and front surface. The wallboards
are molded in modular dimensions and include sectile
parts (20) for an adjustment to the standard overall di-
mensions

[0009] FR 2860411 discloses a shower cabinet com-
prising a tray having a bottom which leads to an outlet,
fitted with an assembled drainage board on which a per-
son can stand while towelling off after showering. The
drainage board forms an extension to the tray and acts
as a dry area. The cabinet has a hinged panel which can
be set parallel to the drainage board’s edge or perpen-
dicular to it, separating the shower tray from the dry area.

Summary of the invention

[0010] Itis therefore a feature of the present invention
to provide a method for replacing a bathtub with a shower
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platform that does not require substantial construction
works for its actuation.

[0011] Itis, furthermore, a feature of the presentinven-
tion to provide a method for replacing a bathtub with a
shower platform that is easy and quick to carry out.
[0012] It is also a feature of the present invention to
provide a method for replacing a bathtub with a shower
platform without making large amounts of debris.
[0013] Itis a further feature of the present invention to
provide a method for replacing a bathtub with a shower
platform that avoids changing the existing taps of the
bathtub with new taps.

[0014] It is another feature of the invention to provide
a method for replacing a bathtub with a shower platform
that is particularly adapted to disabled people.

[0015] These and other objects are achieved by a
method for replacing a bathtub with a shower platform
comprising the steps of:

- removing the existing bathtub with creating a recess
of corresponding size defined by the containing walls
the bathtub;

- pulling down the bathtub containing walls up to leav-
ing a shoulder having a desired height from the floor;

- introducing fragments, or debris, deriving from the
above described demolition in the recess defined by
said shoulder, obtaining a layer of fragments, or de-
bris, within said shoulder;

- levelling said layer of fragments, or debris, within
said shoulder, in order to conform substantially the
thickness of the debris level to said shoulder;

- finishing said shoulder;

- arranging a shower platform of determined size on
said layer of fragments, or debris, for a width that
exceeds said shoulder;

- cutting the shower platform up to the size of said
shoulder;

- levelling said shower platform and fixing it to said
shoulder.

[0016] Preferably, the shower platform can be made
of a material selected from the group comprised of:

- plastic material, in particular, a acrylic resin;
- ceramic material.

[0017] In particular, the shower platform is oversized
with respect to the standard size of the bathtubs. There-
fore, before being located on a base frame made with
masonry material and/or with the fragments generated
by the demolition of the bathtub, the shower platform is
subject to a cutting step in order to fit it to the desired
size. This way, it is possible to mould a single universal
shower platform, or a limited series of shower platforms,
and then fitting it to the size of the shoulder, by cutting
the exceeding part.

[0018] In particular, the base frame may have a height
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set between 2 and 50 cm, advantageously between 4
and 30 cm.
[0019] More in detail, the shower platform has the fol-
lowing size:

- width set between 60 and 80 cm;
- length set between 160 and 180 cm.

[0020] Alternatively, the shower platform can be se-
lected among a plurality of shower platforms of different
size, each of which having corresponding size to tradi-
tional bathtubs.

[0021] Advantageously, the shower platform can be
arranged at a determined height from the level of the floor
in which it is installed. In this case the shower platform
is arranged on a base frame made of a masonry material
and/or using the fragments generated by the demolition
of the bathtub.

[0022] In particular, the shower platform can be asso-
ciated with a shower cabinet comprising a frame consist-
ing of a plurality of vertical rods adapted to support a
plurality of side walls, said vertical rods being capable of
approaching/moving away from each other for adapting
to the size of the shower platform. The shower platform
can be defined laterally by at least one wall of the room
in which is installed.

[0023] In particular, when removing the bathtub, the
original taps are not pulled out, whereby the final shower
platform comprises the taps of the original bathtub. This
reduces remarkably the work made by the operator for
carrying out the transformation of the bathtub into a show-
er platform, with subsequent time saving and reduced
costs.

[0024] Whenremoving the bathtub are uncovered por-
tions of wall that defined laterally the bathtub, said por-
tions of wall being coated by at least one lining sheet. In
particular, the, or each, lining sheet coats the plaster un-
covered when removing the bathtub.

[0025] Therefore, the lining sheet coats the side walls
of the final shower platform only for a measured height
this solution allows to limit remarkably the finishing work
to carry out after the demolition of the bathtub. Advanta-
geously, the shower platform comprises at least one lin-
ing sheet that defines laterally at least one wall side, or
the wall of the room in which it is installed.

[0026] In particular, the or each lining sheet can be
connected to the above described portions of wall, by
means of screws, glue for building industry, etc.

[0027] Inparticular, the lining sheet can be made using
a plurality of tiles, for example the same tiles that cover
the walls of the room in which the shower platform is
installed.

[0028] Alternatively, the lining sheet is made using at
least one plate of plastic material.

[0029] In particular, the sheets are located in order to
result flush with the walls of the bathroom that are not
involved with removing the bathtub, or with the possible
tiles fastened to them.
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[0030] Advantageously, the above described base
frame is completed by introducing a filling material, for
example polyurethane foam, in spaces present between
the fragments, or debris, in order to level the base frame
same. This way, it is possible to provide a platform sub-
stantially uniform that assists the next step of arranging
the shower platform.

[0031] In particular, the lining sheet has at least one
graphical sign selected from the group comprised of:

- animage;
- atext;

a combination thereof.

[0032] Advantageously, the graphical sign can be
made on the vertical sheet by means of litographic tech-
niques.

Brief description of the drawings

[0033] Further characteristic and the advantages of
the method for replacing any bathtub with a shower plat-
form, according to the invention, will be made clearer with
the following description of an exemplary embodiment
thereof, exemplifying but not limitative, with reference to
the attached drawings, in which like reference characters
designate the same or similar parts, throughout the fig-
ures of which:

- Figures from 1 to 8 and from 10 to 11 show diagram-
matically perspective views and an elevational side
view of a possible succession of steps obtainable by
the method, according to the invention, for replacing
a bathtub with a shower platform;

- Figure 9 show diagrammatically a perspective view
of a possible exemplary embodiment of the shower
platform that can be associated with the method, ac-
cording to the invention;

- Figure 12 shows a possible exemplary embodiment
of the shower platform of figure 11.

Description of a preferred exemplary embodiment

[0034] Withreferencetofiguresfrom 1to9, the method
for replacing a bathtub 1 associated with taps 10 with a
shower platform, according to the invention, begins with
the step of removing the preexisting bathtub 1. This can
be effected extracting the still entire bathtub body 3 from
the containing walls 5a-5d, as diagrammatically shown
in figure 2A, obtaining a recess 4 (figure 4). Preferably,
bathtub 3 is pulled out cutting, or crushing in situ the body
3 of the bathtub (figure 2B).

[0035] Then, the partial, demolition of the containing
walls 5a-5d that define recess 4 is carried out. The re-
moving step of bathtub 3 does not involve the original
taps 10, such that, in particular, neither the faucets 10a
nor the ducts are removed, leaving the shower platform
obtained at the end of the operation with the same taps
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10 of the original bathtub, thus saving work of the oper-
ator. This confers high savings to the client that requires
turning the bathtub into a shower platform.

[0036] As diagrammatically shown in figure 5, when
pulling down the bathtub containing walls 5a-5d, only part
of them is involved. In this case, a portion 11 of the walls
5a-5d of height H and any tiles 6 to them connected re-
main intact.

[0037] According to the invention, the fragments and
the debris 7 produced during the demolition of the walls
5a-5d are stored in recess 4’ defined by the lower portion
of walls 5a-5d, which forms a shoulder 11, thus avoiding
of disposing of the debris and the fragments produced
by the demolition (figure 7).

[0038] The layer of fragments 7 that is obtained can
then be flattened to provide a base frame 8 on which
shower platform 20 is then located. For making the base
frame 8 substantially homogeneous it is possible to add
filling material, for example polyurethane foam 50 (figure
8). By penetrating, in fact, in the spaces between the
fragments 7, the filling material 50 levels the layer of frag-
ments 7 assisting the arrangement of shower platform
20 on base frame 8.

[0039] Shower platform 20, preferably of acrylic mate-
rial, is selected among a plurality of shower platforms of
size corresponding to bathtubs of different standard siz-
es. In general, shower platform 20 is oversized with re-
spect to a bathtub 1 standard size.

[0040] Therefore, before being put on a base frame 8,
shower platform 20 is subject to a preliminary cutting step
for example by a common manual saw 30, in order to fit
it to a desired size. This step is assisted using a shower
platform 20’ as shown in figure 9, whose surface 21’ is
completely planar.

[0041] According to what provided by an advanta-
geous step of the invention, to surfaces 25, or wall por-
tions, which have been uncovered when removing bath-
tub 1 (figure 7), a lining sheet 15 is applied, for example
fixing it to the surfaces 25 by means of nails, screws, glue
for building industry (figures 10 and 11).

[0042] Alternatively, the lining sheets 15 can cover a
higher surface, for example up to coating all the height
of a shower cabinet 100 associated with shower platform
20 (figure 12).

[0043] The lining sheet 15 can be made using tiles 150
like those of the bathroom in which the shower platform
is installed (figure 11), or alternatively, can be sheets of
plastic material (figure 12). In this case, the lining sheet
15 can be decorated with images, or text 16 as desired.
[0044] As shown infigure 12, the shower platform can
be arranged on shoulder 11 for example at a height set
between 2 and 50 cm, remained after the demolition of
bathtub 1, leaving a portion 20b out from the shower plat-
form, for example for a piece of furniture or other object
useful for a bathroom.

[0045] The shower cabinet 100 comprises, in particu-
lar, a frame consisting of a plurality of vertical rods, for
example four rods 101a-101d, adapted to support a plu-
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rality of side walls 105. The vertical rods 101a-101d can
be approached/moved away with respect to each other
for example by means of connection guides 105 mounted
telescopically in order to adapt the shower cabinet 100
to the size of shower platform 20.

[0046] The foregoing description of a specific embod-
iment will so fully reveal the invention according to the
conceptual point of view, so that others, by applying cur-
rent knowledge, will be able to modify and/or adapt for
various applications such an embodiment without further
research and without parting from the invention, and it is
therefore to be understood that such adaptations and
modifications will have to be considered as equivalent to
the specific embodiment. The means and the materials
to realise the different functions described herein could
have a different nature without, for this reason, departing
from the field of the invention. It is to be understood that
the phraseology or terminology employed herein is for
the purpose of description and not of limitation of the
protection sought, the scope of which is defined in the
following claims.

Claims

1. Method for replacing a bathtub (1) with a shower
platform (20) comprising the steps of:

- removing the existing bathtub (1) thus creating
a recess (4) of corresponding size defined by
the containing walls (5a-5d) of the bathtub (1);

- pulling out said containing walls (5a-5d) up to
leaving a shoulder (11) at a desired height from
the floor;

- introducing fragments, or debris (7), deriving
from said pulling out step into said recess (4)
defined by said shoulder (11), obtaining a layer
of fragments, or debris (7), within said shoulder
(11);

- levelling said layer of fragments, or debris (7),
within said shoulder (11) in order to conform sub-
stantially the thickness of the debris (7) to that
of said shoulder (11) level;

- finishing said shoulder (11);

- arranging a shower platform (20) of determined
size on said layer of fragments, or debris (7), for
a width that exceeds said shoulder (11);

- cutting said shower platform (20) up to the size
of said shoulder (11);

- levelling said shower platform (20) and fixing
it to said shoulder (11).

2. Method for replacing a bathtub (1) with a shower
platform (20), according to claim 1, wherein said
shower platform (20) is made of a material selected
from the group comprised of:

- plastic material, in particular, an acrylic resin;
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- ceramic material.

Method for replacing a bathtub (1) with a shower
platform (20), according to claim 1, wherein said
shower platform (20) is selected among a plurality
of shower platforms (20) of different size.

Method for replacing a bathtub (1) with a shower
platform (20), according to claim 1, wherein said
shower platform (20) has the following size:

- width set between 60 and 80 cm;
- length set between 160 and 180 cm.

Method for replacing a bathtub (1) with a shower
platform (20), according to claim 1, wherein during
said removing step of said bathtub (1) portions (25)
of wall defining laterally said bathtub (1) are uncov-
ered, on said portions of uncovered wall (25) at least
one lining sheet (15) being arranged.

Method for replacing a bathtub (1) with a shower
platform (20), according to claim 1, wherein said
shower platform (20) is associated with a shower
cabinet comprising a frame consisting of a plurality
of vertical rods adapted to support a plurality of side
walls (5a-5d), said vertical rods being such that they
can move towards/away from each other for adapt-
ing to the size of said shower platform (20).

Method for replacing a bathtub (1) with a shower
platform (20), according to claims 5 and 6, wherein
said shower platform (20) is defined laterally from
said, or each, lining sheet (15).

Method for replacing a bathtub (1) with a shower
platform (20), according to claim 5 wherein said, or
each, lining sheet (15) is connected to said uncov-
ered portions (25) of wall by means of screws, glue
for building industry, and the like.

Method for replacing a bathtub (1) with a shower
platform (20), according to claim 5, wherein said, or
each, lining sheet (15) is arranged in order to result
flush with the walls (5a-5d), or with the possible tiles
fastened to them, of the room in which said shower
platform (20) is installed.

Method for replacing a bathtub (1) with a shower
platform (20), according to claim 1, wherein before
said step of arranging said shower platform (20) on
said layer of fragments, or debris (7), a step is pro-
vided of introducing a filling material in spaces
present between said fragments, or debris (7), in or-
der to obtain a base frame (8) substantially flat.

Method for replacing a bathtub (1) with a shower
platform (20), according to claim 5, wherein said lin-
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12.

ing sheet (15) have at least one graphical sign se-
lected from the group comprised of:

- an image;
- atext;
- a combination thereof.

Method for replacing a bathtub (1) with a shower
platform (20), according to claims 1 and 6, wherein
during said step of removing said bathtub (1), any
taps to it associated are not pulled out, whereby said
shower platform (20) has said taps.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Verfahren zum Ersetzen einer Badewanne (1) durch
eine Duschplatte (20), folgende Schritte umfassend:

- Entfernen der bestehenden Badewanne (1)
und dadurch Schaffen einer Aussparung (4) ent-
sprechender GroRe, die durch die Umfassungs-
wande (5a bis 5d) der Badewanne (1) definiert
ist;

- Herausreiflen der Umfassungswande (5a bis
5d) bis zum Belassen einer Schulter (11) auf
einer gewunschten Hohe vom Fufboden;

- Einfihren von Bruchstlicken oder Schutt (7),
der aus dem Schritt des Herausrei3ens hervor-
geht, in die Aussparung (4), die durch die Schul-
ter (11) definiert ist, wodurch eine Schicht aus
Bruchstiicken oder Schutt (7) innerhalb der
Schulter (11) erhalten wird;

- Abgleichen der Schicht aus Bruchstlicken oder
Schutt (7) innerhalb der Schulter (11), um im
Wesentlichen die Starke des Schutts (7) an jene
der Hohe der Schulter (11) anzugleichen;

- Fertigbearbeiten der Schulter (11);

- Anordnen einer Duschplatte (20) mit bestimm-
ter GroRe auf der Schicht aus Bruchstiicken
oder Schutt (7) Uber eine Breite, die Uber die
Schulter (11) hinausgeht;

- Zuschneiden der Duschplatte (20) auf die Gro-
Re der Schulter (11);

- Abgleichen der Duschplatte (20) und Befesti-
gen derselben an der Schulter (11).

Verfahren zum Ersetzen einer Badewanne (1) durch
eine Duschplatte (20) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die
Duschplatte (20) aus einem Material hergestellt ist,
das aus der Gruppe ausgewahlt ist, welche durch

- Kunststoffmaterial, insbesondere ein Acryl-
harz,

- Keramikmaterial

gebildet ist.
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Verfahren zum Ersetzen einer Badewanne (1) durch
eine Duschplatte (20) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die
Duschplatte (20) aus mehreren Duschplatten (20)
verschiedener GréRRe ausgewahlt wird.

Verfahren zum Ersetzen einer Badewanne (1) durch
eine Duschplatte (20) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die
Duschplatte (20) folgende GroRe aufweist:

- zwischen 60 und 80 cm Breite;
- zwischen 160 und 180 cm Lénge.

Verfahren zum Ersetzen einer Badewanne (1) durch
eine Duschplatte (20) nach Anspruch 1, wobei wah-
rend des Schritts des Entfernens der Badewanne (1)
Wandabschnitte (25), die die Badewanne (1) seitlich
definieren, bloRgelegt werden, wobei auf den
bloRgelegten Wandabschnitten (25) zumindest eine
Verkleidungsschicht (15) angeordnet wird.

Verfahren zum Ersetzen einer Badewanne (1) durch
eine Duschplatte (20) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der
Duschplatte (20) eine Duschkabine zugeordnet wird,
die einen Rahmen umfasst, der aus mehreren ver-
tikalen Stangen besteht, welche zum Stitzen von
mehreren Seitenwanden (5a bis 5d) geeignet sind,
wobei die vertikalen Stangen derart sind, dass sie
zum Anpassen an die GréRe der Duschplatte (20)
zueinander hin/voneinander weg verschiebbar sind.

Verfahren zum Ersetzen einer Badewanne (1) durch
eine Duschplatte (20) nach einem der Anspriiche 5
oder 6, wobei die Duschplatte (20) seitlich von der
oder jeder Verkleidungsschicht (15) definiert ist.

Verfahren zum Ersetzen einer Badewanne (1) durch
eine Duschplatte (20) nach Anspruch 5, wobei die
oder jede Verkleidungsschicht (15) mithilfe von
Schrauben, Klebstoff fir die Bauindustrie und der-
gleichen mit den bloRgelegten Wandabschnitten
(25) verbunden wird.

Verfahren zum Ersetzen einer Badewanne (1) durch
eine Duschplatte (20) nach Anspruch 5, wobei die
oder jede Verkleidungsschicht (15) angeordnet ist,
um Biindigkeit mit den Wanden (5a bis 5d), oder mit
den mdglichen, daran befestigten Kacheln, des
Raums zu ergeben, in dem die Duschplatte (20) ein-
gerichtet wird.

Verfahren zum Ersetzen einer Badewanne (1) durch
eine Duschplatte (20) nach Anspruch 1, wobei vor
dem Schritt des Anordnen der Duschplatte (20) auf
der Schicht aus Bruchstiicken oder Schutt (7) ein
Schritt des Einleitens eines Fillmaterials in Freirau-
me, welche zwischen den Bruchstlicken oder Schutt
(7) vorhanden sind, vorgesehen ist, um einenim We-
sentlichen flachen Grundrahmen (8) zu erzielen.
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11.

12.

1.

Verfahren zum Ersetzen einer Badewanne (1) durch
eine Duschplatte (20) nach Anspruch 5, wobei die
Verkleidungsschicht (15) zumindest ein grafisches
Zeichen aufweist, das aus der Gruppe ausgewahlt
ist, welche durch

- ein Bild,
- einen Text,
- eine Kombination daraus

gebildet ist.

verfahren zum Ersetzen einer Badewanne (1) durch
eine Duschplatte (20) nach einem der Anspriiche 1
oder 6, wobei wahrend des Schritts des Entfernens
der Badewanne (1) jegliche ihr zugeordnete Hahne
nicht herausgerissen werden, wodurch die Dusch-
platte (20) die Hahne aufweist.

Revendications

Procédé pour remplacer une baignoire (1) par un
bac a douche (20) comprenant les étapes consistant
a:

- enlever la baignoire existante (1) en créant ain-
si un évidement (4) de taille correspondante dé-
finie par les parois de réception (5a-5d) de la
baignoire (1) ;

- tirer lesdites parois de réception (5a-5d) jus-
qu’a laisser un épaulement (11) a une hauteur
souhaitée par rapport au sol ;

- introduire des fragments, ou des débris (7),
découlant de ladite étape de tirage dans ledit
évidemment (4) défini par ledit épaulement (11),
en obtenant une couche de fragments, ou de
débris (7), a I'intérieur dudit épaulement (11) ;
- niveler ladite couche de fragments, ou de dé-
bris (7), a l'intérieur dudit épaulement (11) pour
conformer sensiblement I'épaisseur des débris
(7) a celle au niveau dudit épaulement (11) ;

- finir ledit épaulement (11) ;

- aménager un bac a douche (20) de taille dé-
terminée sur ladite couche de fragments, ou de
débris (7), pour une largeur qui dépasse ledit
épaulement (11) ;

- découper ledit bac a douche (20) a la taille
dudit épaulement (11) ;

- niveler ledit bac a douche (20) et le fixer sur
ledit épaulement (11).

2. Procédé pour remplacer une baignoire (1) par un

bac a douche (20) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel ledit bac a douche (20) est constitué d’'un ma-
tériau sélectionné dans le groupe se composant de :

- une matiére plastique, en particulier une résine
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acrylique ;
- une matiére céramique.

Procédé pour remplacer une baignoire (1) par un
bac a douche (20) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel ledit bac a douche (20) est sélectionné parmi
une pluralité de bacs a douche (20) de tailles diffé-
rentes.

Procédé pour remplacer une baignoire (1) par un
bac a douche (20) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel ledit bac a douche (20) a la taille suivante :

- largeur entre 60 et 80 cm ;
- longueur entre 160 et 180 cm.

Procédé pour remplacer une baignoire (1) par un
bac a douche (20) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel, au cours de ladite étape consistant a enlever
ladite baignoire (1), des parties (25) de la paroi dé-
finissant latéralement ladite baignoire (1) sont dé-
couvertes, etau moins une feuille de revétement (15)
est agencée sur lesdites parties de ladite paroi dé-
couverte (25).

Procédé pour remplacer une baignoire (1) par un
bac a douche (20) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel ledit a douche (20) est associé a une armoire
a douche comprenant un cadre se composant d’'une
pluralité de tiges verticales aptes a supporter une
pluralité de parois latérales (5a-5d), lesdites tiges
verticales étant telles qu’elles peuvent se déplacer
'une vers l'autre ou a I'écart 'une de l'autre pour
s’adapter a la taille dudit bac a douche (20).

Procédé pour remplacer une baignoire (1) par un
bac a douche (20) selon les revendications 5 et 6,
dans lequel ledit bac a douche (20) est défini latéra-
lement par rapport a ladite, ou chaque, feuille de
revétement (15).

Procédé pour remplacer une baignoire (1) par un
bac a douche (20) selon la revendication 5, dans
lequel ladite, ou chaque, feuille de revétement (15)
est connectée aux dites parties découvertes (25) de
la paroi au moyen de vis, de colle de construction,
ou d’éléments similaires.

Procédé pour remplacer une baignoire (1) par un
bac a douche (20) selon la revendication 5, dans
lequel ladite, ou chaque, feuille de revétement (15)
est agencée pour affleurer aux parois (5a-5d), ou
aux éventuels carreaux posés sur celles-ci, de la pié-
ce dans laquelle ledit bac a douche (20) est installé.

Procédé pour remplacer une baignoire (1) par un
bac a douche (20) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel, avant I'étape consistant a aménager ledit bac
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a douche (20) sur ladite couche de fragments, ou de
débris (7), il est prévu une étape consistant a intro-
duire un matériau de remplissage dans les espaces
présents entre lesdits fragments, ou débris (7), pour
obtenir un socle (8) sensiblement plat.

Procédé pour remplacer une baignoire (1) par un
bac a douche (20) selon la revendication 5, dans
lequel ladite feuille de revétement (15) a au moins
un signe graphique sélectionné dans le groupe se
composant de :

- une image ;
- un texte ;
- une combinaison de ceux-ci.

Procédé pour remplacer une baignoire (1) par un
bac a douche (20) selon les revendications 1 et 6,
dans lequel, au cours de ladite étape consistant a
enlever ladite baignoire (1), les robinets qui lui sont
associés ne sont pas tirés, de telle maniére que ledit
bac a douche (20) garde lesdits robinets.
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Fig. 11
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Fig. 12
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