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(54)
mounting said combined set

(57) A combined set comprising at least two outside
floor or wall covering elements (6) made of a synthetic
material and a series of attachment members (3) for at-
taching said covering elements to a support (1), said cov-
ering elements having an upper and a lower surface and
afirst(15) and second (16) longitudinal edge, and where-
inwhen attached on said support, a gap extends between

A combined set comprising covering elements and attachment members and a method for

the first and second longitudinal edges of two subse-
quently mounted covering elements. A first (8) and sec-
ond opening (9) is applied adjacent to said first and sec-
ond longitudinal edges, respectively, each forming a cav-
ity therein. Said openings giving access to at a first (11-
R) and second (10-L) anchoring lip designed and dimen-
sioned so as to match with said attachment member.
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The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing claims for which payment was due.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those claims for which no payment was due and for those claims for which
claims fees have been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for those claims for which no payment was due.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

[

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

[

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, hamely claims:

[

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

see additional sheet(s)

D The present supplementary European search report has been drawn up for those parts
of the European patent application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the
claims (Rule 164 (1) EPC).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patentapplication does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-10, 12-22
A combined set and a method for mounting this set.
1.1. claims: 1-4, 6, 7, 12-16, 19-22

A combined set and a method for mounting this set wherein
the attachment member comprises a perforation for receiving
a fixing member.

1.2. claims: 1-3, 5, 6, 7, 12-16, 19-22

A combined set and a method for mounting this set wherein
the longitudinal edge has a shorter length than a thickness
of the covering element.

1.3. claims: 1-3, 6-10, 12-16, 19-22

A combined set and a method for mounting this set wherein
the covering elements have an alveolar structure.

1.4. claims: 1-3, 6, 7, 12-18, 19-22

A combined set and a method for mounting this set wherein
the covering elements comprise a third opening.

2. claims: 1-3, 6, 7, 11-16, 19-22

A combined set and a method for mounting this set wherein
the synthetic material of the covering elements is a
composite material comprising a polymer.

Please note that all inventions mentioned under item 1, although not
necessarily linked by a common inventive concept, could be searched
without effort justifying an additional fee.
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