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Description

Technical Field

[0001] This invention relates to a pool and, more spe-
cifically, to a swimming pool.

Background Art

[0002] Known swimming pools, in particular those of
the "above ground" type, used for recreational purposes,
include a load-bearing frame made, for example, of ma-
sonry, defining the bathing pool proper, and on which a
liner, for example a wooden liner, is mounted.
[0003] Also known are above ground swimming pools
with a metal frame and a water containing liner made
from a sheet of suitable flexible plastic material. Pools of
this kind are relatively inexpensive and can be easily as-
sembled and dismantled by users themselves, without
having to call specialised personnel.
[0004] These pools have a very light structure and, al-
though practical in many respects, they are not entirely
satisfactory from an aesthetic viewpoint since the load
hese and other technical characteristics of the invention
are clearly described in the claims below and its advan-
tages are more apparent from the detailed description
which follows, with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings which illustrate preferred embodiments of the inven-
tion provided merely by way of example without restrict-
ing the scope of the inventive concept. bearing frame and
the water containing liner are open to view and not very
attractive.
[0005] D1:US2005/0132487 discloses a modular spa
that comprises a spa shell that includes at least one sup-
port member integrally molded therewith.
[0006] D2:US 3 518 705 discloses an above ground
swimming pool comprising a flexible plastic liner dis-
posed within a rigid frame.
[0007] D3: FR2843989 discloses a polygonal swim-
ming pool.
[0008] D4: FR2785003 discloses a wall structure for
swimming pools.

Disclosure of the Invention

[0009] It is provided a pool comprising the features of
the independent claim 1. Thus it is possible to obtain a
pool of the above ground type that may be advantageous-
ly covered to obtain very good aesthetic results at any
time the user likes. In practice, this jacket can be used
to cover the swimming pool at any time, even after the
swimming pool has been purchased and assembled. An
advantageous jacket for swimming pools and an advan-
tageous method for fitting the jacket to the swimming pool
is also referred to.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0010] The technical characteristics and advantages
of the invention will become more apparent from the de-
tailed description which follows, with reference to the ac-
companying drawings which illustrate a preferred, non-
limiting embodiment of the invention, and in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a preferred embod-
iment of a pool according to the present invention;
Figure 2 is a perspective view of the inside of the
pool according to the preferred embodiment of the
present invention;
Figure 3 is a perspective view of a detail of the pool
according to the invention, showing in particular the
supporting structure of the jacket;
Figure 4 is a perspective detail view showing the pool
supporting structure;
Figure 5 is a perspective view showing a detail of
the upper portion of the preferred embodiment of the
pool jacket according to the present invention;
Figure 6 is a perspective view of the inside of the
upper portion of the present preferred pool jacket;
Figure 7 is a perspective view of a preferred embod-
iment of a supporting member of the preferred pool
jacket;
Figure 8 is a side view of the supporting member of
Figure 7;
Figure 9 is a top view of the supporting member of
Figures 7 and 8;
Figure 10 is front view showing a detail of the top of
the supporting member of Figures 7 to 9;
Figure 11 is a perspective view of an upright element
that can be associated with the supporting member
of Figures 7 to 10;
Figure 12 is a perspective view of a preferred em-
bodiment of a pool jacket according to the present
invention;
Figure 13 is a side view of a detail of the jacket illus-
trated in Figure 12;
Figure 14 is a perspective view showing an upper
transversal or horizontal jacket retaining strap ac-
cording to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention;
Figure 15 is a side view of the preferred embodiment
of the strap of Figure 14;
Figure 16 is a perspective view of a preferred em-
bodiment of the upper horizontal portion of the jacket;
Figure 17 is a perspective view of a profile supporting
the jacket according to the invention on the ground;
Figure 18 is a top view of the preferred embodiment
of the ground supporting profile of Figure 17;
Figure 19 is a perspective view of a second preferred
embodiment of the pool according to the present in-
vention.
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Description of the Preferred Embodiments of the Inven-
tion

[0011] Figure 1 illustrates a preferred embodiment 10
of a pool, in particular in the form of a swimming pool for
recreational purposes.
[0012] As shown also in Figure 2, this swimming pool
10 is defined by a lining sheet 12, shown in dashed line
style in Figure 2, made of a flexible plastic material, de-
signed to contain a liquid, and having an inside surface
labelled 12’ in Figure 1.
[0013] The lining sheet 12 is hung on a metal support-
ing structure which, as clearly shown in Figure 2, com-
prises a plurality of peripherally distributed supporting
members 13 comprising props 14 for supporting tubular
crossbars 16 extending circumferentially and from which
the lining sheet 12 hangs directly.
[0014] As illustrated, the props 14 supporting the lining
sheet 12 extend from flat bases 18 resting on the ground,
connected to each other by peripheral tubes 19 on the
inside of each base 18, while oblique or curved uprights
20 are provided for further connecting each prop 14 to
the respective flat base 18 on the side opposite that on
which the props extend, that is, on the inside of the bases
18.
[0015] In this way, it is possible to construct a swim-
ming pool above ground quickly and easily and just as
easily and quickly dismantle it.
[0016] The pool according to the invention advanta-
geously comprises an outer jacket, denoted in its entirety
by the numeral 22 in the drawings, designed to cover the
means 13 that support the containing means 12 and the
containing means 12 themselves.
[0017] Thus, the above ground swimming pool can be
advantageously covered in such a way as to considerably
improve its appearance and make it more attractive for
consumers. Manufacturers of swimming pools of this kind
can therefore fully meet users’ requirements, since users
are not bound by aesthetic requirements which might
condition their choice of swimming pool or dissuade them
from purchasing and installing a swimming pool of this
kind, causing them to forego the functional and economic
advantages that swimming pools of this kind can bring.
[0018] The jacket 22 according to the invention has
particularly advantageous supporting means that can be
connected to the pool supporting means.
[0019] In practice, means are provided for connecting
the means that support the jacket 22 directly to the above
mentioned pool supporting means or to the lining sheet
12.
[0020] In this way, the pool can be advantageously
covered at any time the user likes to obtain very good
aesthetic results.
[0021] The provision of a jacket 22 connected to the
pool supporting means 13 is particularly advantageous
and relatively inexpensive since the jacket does not re-
quire excessively complex, cumbersome structures.
[0022] Advantageously, as will become more apparent

below, the jacket according to the invention can also be
used to cover only certain parts of the swimming pool,
for example, parts that are most in view or particularly
unattractive, without having to bear the costs of covering
the entire swimming pool.
[0023] In particular, the means for supporting the jacket
22 are connected to the props 14 and to the tubular cross-
bars 16 of the structure that supports the lining sheet 12,
as described in more detail below.
[0024] The invention advantageously contemplates
that the means for supporting the outer jacket 22 have a
respective portion or means by which they rest on the
ground and further means for engaging the pool support-
ing means, in particular, for fastening to the pool support-
ing means themselves.
[0025] As will become more apparent below, the
means for supporting the jacket have means for engaging
the pool supporting means, where said means for fas-
tening to the pool supporting means take the form of abut-
ting means which exert on the pool supporting means 13
a thrust force directed in a substantially horizontal direc-
tion.
[0026] According to another aspect, which will become
more apparent below, the means for supporting the outer
jacket 22 advantageously have means for engaging the
pool supporting means in such a way as to retain the
means that support the jacket 22, thereby preventing the
jacket supporting means from rotating in any way about
their lower support point.
[0027] Means are advantageously provided for con-
necting the outer jacket to the respective means that sup-
port the jacket. More specifically, the means for connect-
ing the outer jacket to the respective means that support
the jacket are of the engageable and disengageable type.
[0028] With particular reference to the present pre-
ferred embodiment of it, the peripheral outer jacket com-
prises a lateral jacket 24, which extends in a substantially
vertical direction, and an upper transversal jacket 25,
which extends in a substantially horizontal direction and
defines a tread surface running around the pool 12 and
on which the user can walk.
[0029] Advantageously, the jacket supporting means
take the form of a plurality of supporting members 23 that
are peripherally distributed around the pool and spaced
from one another.
[0030] In practice, the jacket 24 extends peripherally
around the outside of the pool, covering the sides of it.
As described in more detail below, the jacket 26 in turn
covers the tops of the side walls of the pool and the means
13 that support the pool.
[0031] Advantageously, the means that support the
jacket are located at the pool supporting means 13.
[0032] In practice, the jacket supporting means are
aligned with the pool supporting means 13 in a transver-
sal direction T or a longitudinal direction L. The longitu-
dinal and transversal directions are indicated by respec-
tive arrows L and T in Figures 1 and 2. If the pool to be
covered had a circular or similar shape, the jacket sup-

3 4 



EP 1 979 560 B1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

porting means would therefore, advantageously, be po-
sitioned in radially aligned fashion with respect to the pool
supporting means 13.
[0033] As illustrated, parts of the jacket 24 and 25 are
mounted between respective adjacent supporting mem-
bers 23, as will become more apparent below.
[0034] Means are also advantageously provided for
connecting the lateral jacket 24 to the respective means
that support the jacket. More specifically, the means for
connecting the lateral jacket 24 to the respective means
that support the jacket are of the engageable and disen-
gageable type and comprise respective cavities on the
supporting means 23 and at least one end of the jacket
24 that fits into a respective cavity.
[0035] More specifically, each supporting member 23
has respective means that support the substantially ver-
tical or lateral jacket 24 and comprise an upright portion
26 which defines lateral grooves 28, 30 into each of which
a respective end of the lateral jacket element 24 can be
inserted.
[0036] As may be inferred also from Figures 7 to 11,
the upright portion 26 comprises a first part 32, designed
to remain on the inside, and a second part 34, designed
to remain on the outside and to be attached to the first
part 32 by fastening screws, only one of which is shown,
labelled 37 in Figure 5, these two parts defining the lateral
grooves 28, 30 into which a respective part of the jacket
24 is inserted.
[0037] In practice, as illustrated in particular in Figures
4 and 5, this upright portion 26, forms opposite lateral
grooves 28, 30 between the inside part 32 and the outside
part 34, for receiving respective peripheral portions or
sections of the vertical jacket 24.
[0038] As illustrated, the lateral grooves 28, 30 are cav-
ities extending vertically and open on the side of the up-
right 26 and at the top end to enable the respective side
engagement portion of the jacket 24 to be easily inserted
from above.
[0039] The inside and outside parts 32 and 34 of the
upright 26 each consist of a metal profile having a gen-
erally U-shaped core and oblique side walls, the core
having a respective central or bottom wall, respectively
labelled 32a and 34a in the drawings, and oblique side
walls in turn labelled 32b, 32c and 34b, 34c.
[0040] Each profile 32, 34 also has opposite lateral
wings 32e, 32f, 34e, 34f, which are perpendicularly
spaced from the central wall or bottom 32a, 34a and
which extend in a direction parallel to the central wall
32a, 34a itself, to which they are connected by the oblique
portions 32d, 32c and 34b, 34c.
[0041] As illustrated, in use, the central or bottom walls
32a, 34a of the inside and outside parts 32 and 34 of the
upright are face to face and in contact with each other
and extend symmetrically in opposite directions. The fac-
ing central or bottom walls 32a, 34a, are attached to each
other and for this purpose, have respective holes 33 and
35 for receiving fastening screws 37.
[0042] As illustrated in particular in Figures 7 and 8,

the first part 32 of the upright has, at its lower end, which
rests on the ground, a portion 30’ curved towards the
inside of the swimming pool, that is to say, in a direction
parallel with the crossbar portion 38, to form a foot by
which the upright 26 is supported on the ground.
[0043] Advantageously, the means for supporting the
top outer jacket 25 also comprise a horizontal or sub-
stantially horizontal crossbar 38 extending in a direction
perpendicular to the respective side of the pool, and,
more specifically, in a direction perpendicular to the tu-
bular elements 16 that support the lining sheet 12. In
practice, the crossbar 38 extends in a transversal direc-
tion T or in a longitudinal direction L, depending on where
it is positioned.
[0044] In practice, means are advantageously provid-
ed for connecting the transversal jacket 25 to the respec-
tive means that support the jacket. More specifically, the
means for connecting the transversal jacket to the re-
spective means that support the jacket are of the engage-
able and disengageable type and comprise respective
cavities formed between the supporting means 38 and
the fastening means 40, and at least one end of the jacket
25 that fits into a respective cavity.
[0045] As illustrated, the crossbar 38 extends from the
upright 32 and consists of a profile 38 comprising a gen-
erally U-shaped core with oblique side walls, said core
having a central or bottom wall 38a and oblique side walls
38b, 38c, from the lateral edges of which there extend
opposite lateral end wings 38e, 38f, defining respective
supporting surfaces for corresponding lateral portions of
the horizontal or transversal jacket 25, said lateral wings
38e, 38f, extending in a direction parallel with, and per-
pendicularly spaced from, the central wall 38a. In use,
the lateral wings 38e, 38f extend in a horizontally or sub-
stantially horizontal direction.
[0046] The reference numeral 328 in Figures 9 and 10
denotes an opening in the central part of the profile which
enables it to be easily bent so as to obtain the upright
portion 32 and the crossbar portion 38 from a single pro-
file element. A similar opening 388 is made on the oppo-
site side of the crossbar 38 to facilitate bending of the
same single profile to form an engagement portion 48,
described in more detail below, from the crossbar portion
38.
[0047] The reference numeral 39 in Figure 7, denotes
holes made in the bottom or central wall 38a of the cross-
bar 38 for receiving respective screws for fastening to
upper retaining means of the horizontal or transversal
jacket 25, which is thus supported at the wings 38e, 38f
of the crossbar 38.
[0048] As may be inferred also from Figure 5, the hor-
izontal jacket 25, on its outer side, extends in cantilever
style from the horizontal jacket 24 and, on its inner side,
over and projecting towards the pool with respect to the
tubular elements 16 of the respective support 13 of the
lining sheet 12.
[0049] In practice, the transversal jacket, or pool border
walkway 25 extends over the means 16 that support the
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containing means 12, while the transversal jacket sup-
porting means 38 extend at a level above the means 16
for supporting the containing means 12 or at the same
level as the latter.
[0050] As may be inferred also from Figures 14 and
15, the means, on the crossbar 38, for retaining respec-
tive edges of opposite portions of the upper or horizontal
jacket 25 comprise a respective strap 40 in the form of a
substantially flat plate having holes 41 for receiving re-
spective screws that attach it to the crossbar 38.
[0051] As illustrated, the fastening plate 40 also has a
bent or curved end 42 defining means for retaining, in a
horizontal or perpendicular direction, a respective end of
the transversal jacket 25, and, more specifically, an end
of the jacket 25 facing the outside of the swimming pool,
as shown in Figure 3.
[0052] On the inside, the fastening plate 40 has a lightly
curved end portion 44 that retains the jacket 25 in a hor-
izontal or perpendicular direction on the side opposite
the downwardly protruding engagement portion 42, that
is to say, on the end of the jacket 25 towards the inside
of the swimming pool, as shown in Figure 3, and in such
a way as to exert a retaining force in a direction opposite
to that of the engagement portion 42.
[0053] As illustrated, means are provided for engaging
the jacket supporting means with pool supporting means,
said engagement means comprising a perpendicular,
transversal portion 48 abutting against the circumferen-
tial tubular elements 16 that support the lining sheet 12.
[0054] As illustrated, the engagement portion 48 ex-
tends in a vertical or substantially vertical direction, par-
allel to the upright 32, on the inside of the crossbar 38,
that is, on the side of the latter opposite that on which
the upright 32 extends.
[0055] As illustrated, the perpendicular extension por-
tion 48, also in the form of a metal profile, has a U-shaped
core having a bottom wall 48a and inclined side walls
48b and 48c from which opposite lateral or end wings
48e, 48f extend in a direction parallel with and perpen-
dicularly spaced from the central or bottom wall 48a.
[0056] As illustrated, in use, the central protruding wall
48a of the perpendicular engagement portion 48 abuts
against the tubular element 16.
[0057] Advantageously, the engagement means also
comprise, at the bottom end of the perpendicular engage-
ment element 48, a bottom engagement portion 50 that
extends obliquely, being inclined slightly towards the up-
right element 32, that is to say, towards the outside of
the swimming pool.
[0058] As illustrated, the oblique portion 50 also has a
bottom or central wall 50a and opposite, parallel lateral
wings 50e, 50f that are perpendicularly spaced from the
bottom or central wall 50a, to which they are connected
by intermediate, suitably inclined side walls of the plate
portion, labelled 50b and 50c in the accompanying draw-
ings. The reference numeral 480 in Figure 7 denotes an
opening that facilitates bending of the oblique element
50 from the vertical element 48, that is to say, to form the

entire element from a single profile.
[0059] As illustrated, holes 51 are made in the wings
50e and 50f of the oblique portion 50 in order to receive
screws for fastening to the respective prop 14 of the struc-
ture that supports the pool lining sheet 12.
[0060] As illustrated in particular in Figure 6, means 52
are advantageously provided for fastening the means
that support the jacket to the pool supporting means.
[0061] Advantageously, the fastening means 52 take
the form of means for attaching the jacket supporting
means to the pool supporting means 13 such as to apply
a retaining action in a substantially horizontal direction.
[0062] More specifically, the fastening means 52 take
the form of hook-up means and are located at the bottom
end 50 of the means that abut against the supporting
means 13 and consist of a generally U-shaped portion
that hooks onto a respective upright or prop 14 that sup-
ports the pool.
[0063] As illustrated, the strap 52 is fastened by re-
spective screws 55 to the pool supporting means at the
oblique portion 50 of the abutment means.
[0064] For this purpose, the hook-up means 52 have
opposite wings 52e, 52f having holes 53 for receiving
respective screws 55 that are inserted into the holes 51
of the oblique portion 50.
[0065] As may be inferred also from Figures 17 and
18, means are advantageously provided for supporting
the jacket on the ground.
[0066] These ground supporting means comprise a U-
shaped profile 54 having a bottom wall 54a, on which the
bottom of the jacket 24 rests, a vertical outside wall 54b,
which extends from one end of the bottom wall 54a, and
a vertical inside wall 54c, which is parallel with the outside
wall 54b and which is designed to hold the jacket on the
inside. The inside wall 54c is slightly smaller in height
than the outside wall 54b.
[0067] As shown in particular in Figure 18, the ground
support profile 54, viewed from above, has, on the part
of it facing the inside of the pool, lateral recesses 54d,
54e which extend all the way along the respective vertical
wing portion 54c and a part of the bottom wall 54a and
which are such as to enable the profile itself to be posi-
tioned, in use, at the bottom supporting end of the upright
26.
[0068] As illustrated, these outer jacket supporting
means also comprise a plurality of supporting elements,
labelled 23 as a whole, which are peripherally distributed
and spaced from one another around the pool, with re-
spective jacket elements mounted between the support-
ing elements 23.
[0069] In particular, the outer jacket preferably com-
prises a plurality of jacket elements located at respective
areas of the peripheral profile of the pool.
[0070] More specifically, in a preferred non-limiting
embodiment, the lateral jacket of the pool is comprised
of a plurality of slats 24a, in particular, superposed wood-
en slats.
[0071] As illustrated in Figures 12 and 13, each super-
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posed slat 24a has an upwardly projecting protrusion 24b
approximately half way along the edge of the slat itself,
said protrusion 24b slotting into a respective groove 24c
made in the bottom edge of the slat above it or adjacent
slat 24a.
[0072] As shown in Figure 16, the jacket may also com-
prise a wide panel 25a adapted in particular to form the
upper horizontal pool border walkway, or, more simply,
means for supporting the user, affording respective holes
25b made only at one end of the panel where the panel
itself is fastened by screws between the upper fastening
strap 40 and the central wall 38a of the crossbar 38.
[0073] The jacket may also comprise a wide panel 25,
similar to the panel 25a and adapted in particular to form
the upper horizontal pool border walkway, but without
the holes 25b, and designed to be held between the upper
fastening strap 40 and the respective side wall 38e or
38b of the upper crossbar 38, as shown in Figure 5.
[0074] The jacket supporting structure is made prefer-
ably from suitably cut and bent metal profiles, and, in
particular, from a single metal profile having a U-shaped
core and lateral wings parallel to the bottom wall of the
profile core.
[0075] As illustrated, the swimming pool according to
the invention has a generally quadrangular shape, in par-
ticular, rectangular, and at one end has a wide sunbathing
area or platform 70 extending at substantially the same
height as the pool border where it is fitted.
[0076] As shown in particular in Figures 1 and 3, the
sunbathing platform 70, which is composed of a horizon-
tal panel, is obtained using supporting members that rest
directly on the supporting members 16d of the lining sheet
at one end of the pool, on similar transversal members
16c appropriately spaced from the corresponding end of
the pool and on similar longitudinal members 16a, 16b
on the extension of the pool side walls.
[0077] More specifically, as shown in Figure 2, for sup-
porting the end platform 70, the pool supporting structure
is suitably modified and, for that purpose, there are pro-
vided tubular elements 16a, 16b supported by respective
props 14 and constituting an extension of the similar lat-
eral tubular elements 16 that support the pool lining sheet
12, and also provided are corresponding tubular ele-
ments 16c which connect the tubular extension elements
16a, 16b on each side, extending in a direction parallel
to the tubular elements 16d defining one end of the pool,
and which are supported by respective props 14.
[0078] Figure 3 shows how a suitable profile 72 is rest-
ed on peripheral end members 16d supporting the pool.
A strap 74 forming respective surfaces 76, 76 for sup-
porting the platform 70 is associated with the profile 72.
[0079] The reference numerals 78, 80 and 82 denote
suitably shaped boards that rest on respective tubular
elements 16a, 16b, 16c and define respective surfaces
on which the platform 70 is placed.
[0080] A shed or storage room 90 for tools, swimming
pool accessories or other objects can be created be-
tween the outer jacket at one end 124 of the structure,

the lateral parts of it at the same end of the structure (only
one of these parts, labelled 124a in Figure 1, being
shown) and the corresponding end of the swimming pool.
[0081] Access to the inside of the storage shed 90
could be provided by making a door in the outer jacket
24 at the end 124.
[0082] In an advantageous method for providing an
outer jacket for a pool 10, in particular a swimming pool,
according to the invention, means for supporting the out-
er jacket 22 are applied to the pool supporting means 13,
16 and the jacket 22 then applied to the jacket supporting
means.
[0083] In practice, means for supporting the outer jack-
et 22 are fitted to means 13, 16 for supporting the pool
and then, once the means for supporting the jacket 22
have been secured to the pool supporting means 13, 16,
the jacket 22 itself is fitted to the means for supporting it.
[0084] In particular, for assembling the pool according
to the invention, containing means 12 are fitted to means
13, 16 for supporting said containing means, and an outer
jacket 22 is fitted to the jacket supporting means once
the containing means 12 have been secured to the
means 13, 16 for supporting the containing means them-
selves.
[0085] The jacket assembling method also involves fit-
ting a transversal jacket after fitting a lateral peripheral
jacket around the pool.
[0086] Briefly, assembling the jacket according to the
invention involves positioning the L-shaped element 32,
38, 48, 50 to a respective prop 14, and fastening its ob-
lique member 50 to the prop 14 using screws 55 and a
strap 52. Next, the outside upright 34 is fastened with
screws 37 to the upright member 32 of the L-shaped el-
ement 32, 38, 48, 50.
[0087] At this point, slats 24a can be inserted from
above into the grooves 28, 30 of adjacent L-shaped el-
ements, and the horizontal panel 25 can be placed on
the crossbar member 38 of the L-shaped element, and
the horizontal strap 40 can then be placed on the panel
25 and fastened to the latter using screws.
[0088] This provides a convenient and easy method of
assembling the jacket according to the invention to cover
the structure of an existing above ground swimming pool.
[0089] As shown in Figure 19, in a second preferred
embodiment of the swimming pool, a protective rail or
parapet 60 can be provided.
[0090] Advantageously, the protective rail or parapet
60 prevents swimming pool users from falling and, as
illustrated, comprises respective uprights and upper pe-
ripheral longitudinal members, labelled 62 and 64, re-
spectively, at least some of the uprights 62 extending
from the respective straps 40’ used for fastening the up-
per part of the jacket.
[0091] The protective rail or parapet 60 is provided at
the outside edge of the upper jacket 25 and of the re-
spective fastening strap 40’.
[0092] In the embodiments described, the jacket ac-
cording to the invention is made of wood, and, in partic-

9 10 



EP 1 979 560 B1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ular, is made from wooden slats or panels. It will be un-
derstood, however, that the jacket may be made from
any other suitable material such as, for example, plastic.
[0093] The jacket according to the invention does not
require any alterations to be made to the swimming pool
supporting structure. In particular, no new holes have to
be made in order to fit fasteners. The jacket can thus be
easily assembled and dismantled at any time.
[0094] The numeral 91 in Figure 19 denotes a ladder,
used in particular for climbing onto the platform 70 and
having arms 93’a, 93’b, 93"a, 93"b connecting it to the
jacket, in particular, to the means 26, 40 that support the
jacket.
[0095] In particular, the lateral arms comprise respec-
tive first arms 93’a, 93’b, that extend on the sides of the
ladder 91 and are connected to the vertical supporting
members 26 of the jacket, and respective second arms
93’a, 93’b which extend in front and at the sides of the
ladder 91 and are connected to the transversal fastening
elements 40 of the jacket.
[0096] The invention described has evident industrial
applications and can be modified and adapted in several
ways without thereby departing from the scope of the
inventive concept as disclosed by the appended claims.

Claims

1. A pool (10), in particular a swimming pool, compris-
ing containing means (12), in particular for a liquid,
or the like, and supporting means (13, 16) for sup-
porting said containing means (12), said containing
means comprising a sheet (12) made of a flexible
material and hung on the pool supporting means (13,
16), the pool having an outer jacket (22) adapted to
cover the supporting means (13) that support the
containing means and/or the containing means (12)
themselves; characterised in that said outer jacket
(22) has respective supporting means connected to
the supporting means (13, 16) that support the con-
taining means (12).

2. The pool according to claim 1, characterised in that
the means for supporting the outer jacket (22) have
means for engaging the pool supporting means (13).

3. The pool according to claim 2, characterised in that
the means for supporting the outer jacket (22) have
means for abutting against the pool supporting
means (13).

4. The pool according to any of the foregoing claims,
characterised in that the means for supporting the
outer jacket (22) have means for fastening to the
pool supporting means (13, 16).

5. The pool according to claim 3 or 4, characterised
in that the means for abutting against the pool sup-

porting means exert on the pool supporting means
a thrust force directed in a substantially horizontal
direction.

6. The pool according to any of the foregoing claims,
characterised in that means are provided for sup-
porting the outer jacket (22) and which comprise
means which support the jacket on the ground.

7. The pool according to claim 6, characterised in that
the means for supporting the outer jacket (22) have
means for engaging the pool supporting means (13,
16) and which are adapted to prevent the jacket (22)
supporting means from rotating about their support
point on the ground.

8. The pool according to any of the foregoing claims,
characterised in that means are provided for sup-
porting an outer jacket and which comprise means
for supporting a lateral jacket (24).

9. The pool according to any of the foregoing claims,
characterised in that the means for supporting the
jacket comprise an upright portion (26) that extends
in a substantially vertical direction.

10. The pool according to claim 9, characterised in that
the upright portion (26) supports the lateral jacket
(24).

11. The pool according to any of the foregoing claims,
characterised in that means are provided for sup-
porting the jacket (22) and which comprise a respec-
tive groove (28, 30) into which the jacket can be in-
serted.

12. The pool according to any of the foregoing claims
from 9 to 11, characterised in that the upright por-
tion (26) comprises a first part (32) and a second
part (34) that can be associated with the first part
(32), these two parts defining a respective groove
(28, 30) into which the jacket (24) can be inserted.

13. The pool according to any of the foregoing claims
from 9 to 12, characterised in that the upright por-
tion (26) defines opposite lateral grooves (28, 30)
into which the jacket (24) can be inserted.

14. The pool according to any of the foregoing claims,
characterised in that the means for supporting the
top outer jacket (25) also comprise a horizontal or
substantially horizontal crossbar (38) extending in a
direction perpendicular to the respective side of the
pool.

15. The pool according to claim 14, characterised in
that the crossbar (38) extends from the upright (32)
and consists of a profile (38) comprising a generally
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U-shaped core with oblique side walls, said core hav-
ing a central or bottom wall (38a) and oblique side
walls (38b, 38c), from the lateral edges of which there
extend opposite lateral end wings (38e, 38f), defining
respective supporting surfaces for corresponding
lateral portions of the horizontal or transversal jacket
(25), said lateral wings (38e, 38f), extending in a di-
rection parallel with, and perpendicularly spaced
from, the central wall (38a).

Patentansprüche

1. Becken (10), insbesondere ein Schwimmbecken,
umfassend Aufnahmemittel (12), insbesondere für
eine Flüssigkeit oder dergleichen, und Tragemittel
(13, 16) zum Tragen der Aufnahmemittel (12), wobei
die Aufnahmemittel ein Blatt (12) aus einem flexiblen
Material umfasst, das an den Beckentragemitteln
(13, 16) aufgehängt ist, wobei der Becken einen Au-
ßenmantel (22) aufweist, der zur Abdeckung der Tra-
gemittel (13) angepasst ist, die die Aufnahmemittel
und/oder die Aufnahmemittel (12) selbst trägt; da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass der Außenmantel
(22) jeweilige Tragemittel aufweist, die mit den Tra-
gemitteln (13, 16) verbunden sind, die die Aufnah-
memittel (12) tragen.

2. Becken nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die Mittel zum Tragen des Außenmantels
(22) Mittel zum Eingriff mit dem Beckenstragemittel
(13) aufweisen.

3. Becken nach Anspruch 2, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die Mittel zum Tragen des Außenmantels
(22) Mittel zum Anliegen an den Beckentragemitteln
(13) aufweisen.

4. Becken nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Mittel zum
Tragen des Außenmantels (22) Mittel zur Befesti-
gung an den Beckentragemitteln (13, 16) aufweisen.

5. Becken nach Anspruch 3 oder 4, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Mittel zum Anliegen an den Be-
ckentragemitteln auf die Beckenstragemittel eine in
einer im wesentlichen horizontalen Richtung gerich-
teten Schubkraft ausüben.

6. Becken nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass Mittel vorge-
sehen sind, um den Außenmantel (22) zu tragen und
die Mittel umfassen, die den Mantel am Boden tra-
gen.

7. Becken nach Anspruch 6, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die Mittel zum Tragen des Außenmantels
(22) Mittel zum Eingriff mit den Beckentragemitteln

(13, 16) aufweisen und die dazu angepasst sind, da-
mit die Drehung der Tragemittel des Mantels (22)
um deren Stützpunkt auf dem Boden verhindert wird.

8. Becken nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass Mittel zum
Tragen eines Außenmantels vorgesehen sind, die
Mittel zum Tragen eines Seitenmantels (24) aufwei-
sen.

9. Becken nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Mittel zum
Tragen des Mantels einen aufrechten Abschnitt (26)
umfassen, der sich in einer im Wesentlichen verti-
kalen Richtung erstreckt.

10. Becken nach Anspruch 9, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass der aufrechte Abschnitt (26) den seitlichen
Mantel (24) trägt.

11. Becken nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass Mittel zum
Tragen des Mantels (22) vorgesehen sind, und die
jeweils eine Nut (28, 30) umfassen, in die der Mantel
eingesteckt werden kann.

12. Becken nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche
9 bis 11, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der auf-
rechte Abschnitt (26) einen ersten Teil (32) und einen
zweiten Teil (34) aufweist, der mit dem ersten Teil
(32) assoziiert werden kann, wobei diese zwei Teile
eine jeweilige Nut (28, 30) definieren, in die der Man-
tel (24) eingesteckt werden kann.

13. Becken nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche
9 bis 12, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der auf-
rechte Abschnitt (26) entgegengesetzte Seitennuten
(28, 30) definiert, in die der Mantel (24) eingesteckt
werden kann.

14. Becken nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Mittel zum
Tragen des oberen Außenmantels (25) auch eine
horizontale oder im Wesentlichen horizontale Quer-
stange (38) umfassen, die sich in einer Richtung
senkrecht zur jeweiligen Seite des Beckens er-
streckt.

15. Becken nach Anspruch 14, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass sich die Querstange (38) von dem Ständer
(32) erstreckt und aus einem Profil (38) besteht, das
einen im Wesentlichen U-förmigen Kern mit schrä-
gen Seitenwänden aufweist, wobei der Kern eine
zentrale oder untere Wand (38a) und schräge Sei-
tenwände (38b, 38c) aufweist, von deren Seitenkan-
ten sich entgegegengesetzte seitliche Endflügel
(38e, 38f) erstrecken, die jeweilige Auflageflächen
für entsprechende Seitenabschnitte des horizonta-
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len oder querlaufenden Mantels (25) definieren, wo-
bei die Seitenflügel (38e, 38f) sich in einer Richtung
parallel zu und senkrecht beabstandet von der zen-
tralen Wand (38a) erstrecken.

Revendications

1. Bassin (10), en particulier une piscine, comprenant
un moyen de contenance (12), en particulier pour un
liquide, ou similaire, et des moyens de support (13,
16) pour supporter ledit moyen de contenance (12),
ledit moyen de contenance comprenant une toile
(12) en matière souple et accrochée sur les moyens
de support (13, 16) du bassin, le bassin comportant
une enveloppe extérieure (22) pouvant recouvrir les
moyens de support (13) supportant le moyen de con-
tenance et/ou les moyens de contenance (12) eux-
mêmes ; caractérisé en ce que ladite enveloppe
extérieure (22) comporte des moyens de support
respectifs reliés aux moyens de support (13, 16) sup-
portant le moyen de contenance (12).

2. Bassin selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
que les moyens servant à supporter l’enveloppe ex-
térieure (22) comportent des moyens servant à se
mettre en prise avec les moyens de support (13) du
bassin.

3. Bassin selon la revendication 2, caractérisé en ce
que les moyens servant à supporter l’enveloppe ex-
térieure (22) comportent des moyens servant à se
mettre en butée contre les moyens de support (13)
du bassin.

4. Bassin selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que les moyens
servant à supporter l’enveloppe extérieure (22) com-
portent des moyens servant à les fixer aux moyens
de support (13, 16) du bassin.

5. Bassin selon la revendication 3 ou 4, caractérisé
en ce que les moyens servant à se mettre en butée
contre les moyens de support du bassin exercent
sur les moyens de support du bassin une force de
poussée orientée dans une direction substantielle-
ment horizontale.

6. Bassin selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que des moyens
sont prévus pour supporter l’enveloppe extérieure
(22) et qui comprennent des moyens supportant l’en-
veloppe sur le sol.

7. Bassin selon la revendication 6, caractérisé en ce
que les moyens servant à supporter l’enveloppe ex-
térieure (22) comportent des moyens servant à met-
tre en prise les moyens de support (13, 16) du bassin

et étant adaptés pour empêcher que les moyens de
support de l’enveloppe (22) ne tournent autour de
leur point de support sur le sol.

8. Bassin selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que des moyens
sont prévus pour supporter une enveloppe extérieu-
re et qui comprennent des moyens servant à sup-
porter une enveloppe latérale (24).

9. Bassin selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que les moyens de
support de l’enveloppe comprennent une partie de
montant (26) se prolongeant dans une direction es-
sentiellement verticale.

10. Bassin selon la revendication 9, caractérisé en ce
que la partie de montant (26) supporte l’enveloppe
latérale (24).

11. Bassin selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que des moyens
sont prévus pour supporter l’enveloppe (22) et qui
comprennent une rainure respective (28, 30) dans
laquelle l’enveloppe peut être insérée.

12. Bassin selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes de 9 à 11, caractérisé en ce que la
partie de montant (26) comprend une première partie
(32) et une seconde partie (34) pouvant être asso-
ciée à la première partie (32), ces deux parties dé-
finissant une rainure (28, 30) respective dans laquel-
le l’enveloppe (24) peut être insérée.

13. Bassin selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes de 9 à 12, caractérisé en ce que la
partie de montant (26) définit des rainures latérales
(28, 30) opposées dans laquelle l’enveloppe (24)
peut être insérée.

14. Bassin selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que les moyens de
support de l’enveloppe extérieure supérieure (25)
comprennent aussi une traverse (38) horizontale ou
substantiellement horizontale se prolongeant dans
une direction perpendiculaire au côté respectif du
bassin.

15. Bassin selon la revendication 14, caractérisé en ce
que la traverse (38) se prolonge du montant (32) et
consiste en un profilé (38) comprenant une âme gé-
néralement en forme de « U » avec des cloisons la-
térales obliques, ladite âme comportant une cloison
centrale ou de fond (38a) et des cloisons latérales
obliques (38b, 38c) dont les bords latéraux se pro-
longent à l’opposé des ailes latérales d’extrémité
(38e, 38f), définissant des surfaces de support res-
pectives pour des parties latérales correspondantes
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de l’enveloppe (25) horizontale ou transversale, les-
dites ailes latérales (38e, 38f) se prolongeant dans
une direction parallèle à, et perpendiculairement es-
pacée de la cloison centrale (38a).
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