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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an adjustable
ironing board cover and in particular to an ironing board
cover including a tensioning means to assist in keeping
the cover taut over anironing board and adjusting means
so that the cover may accommodate ironing boards of
different sizes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Domestic ironing boards generally include an
ironing table mounted on a pair of pivoting legs that adjust
the height of the table. The ironing table also includes a
pad to assist in dissipating the heat from an iron, the pad
itself covered by a suitable material cover. This cover
usually not only extends over the surface of the table but
also extends around the periphery of the table. A draw-
string or an elastic binding is known to be used around
the periphery to assist in keeping the cover in place. The
problem with these is that they are not very effective in
keeping the cover taut across the table especially in the
longitudinal direction. Through use the cover generally
moves or rotates requiring continuous adjustment.
[0003] The presentapplicantisthe owner of aco-pend-
ing Australian patent application which relates to an iron-
ing board including a plurality of sheets, the first of which
extends over the surface and periphery of the ironing
board table and the second of which extends underneath
the table. The second sheet is elastic (suitably made of
synthetic materials such as those used in wetsuits, where
the material is homogeneous in its resilience in all direc-
tions) and thereby provides a tensioning force on the
sheet to keep the cover taut over the ironing board table.
[0004] Although effective in providing a taut cover for
the ironing board, the applicant has recognised that such
covers are not capable of sufficiently accommodating
ironing boards of different shapes and sizes. In particular,
ironing boards are available in a variety of different widths
and lengths and at present, significant time and material
needs to be used to manufacture covers for accommo-
dating such boards.

[0005] Itis anobject of the presentinvention to provide
an ironing board cover which overcomes this problem or
at least provides the public with a useful alternative.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] Therefore in one form of the invention there is
proposed an ironing board cover for an ironing board
having an ironing table, said cover including:

a first portion adapted to extend over said ironing
table;

a second portion adapted to extend at least partially
under said ironing table, the second sheet being
elastic in all directions to provide tension to said first
portion and including a means of adjusting at least

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

one dimension thereof to accommodate ironing ta-
bles of different sizes.

[0007] Preferably said second portion is secured to the
periphery of said first portion.

[0008] In preference said second portion includes a
longitudinal opening defined partially by spaced apart
side edges, said opening enabling the cover to be fitted
over at least first and second leg assemblies supporting
the table.

[0009] Preferably at least a portion of said opening is
closeable by use of an insert of predetermined width fas-
tened to said spaced apart side edges. Inserts of different
width may be selected according to the width of the iron-
ing table.

[0010] Preferably saidinsertis fastened usingazipper.
Alternatively said insertis fastened using a hook and loop
fastener.

[0011] Inafurtherembodimentofthe presentinvention
said second portion includes a transverse opening de-
fined partially by spaced apart side edges.

[0012] Preferably at least a portion of said opening is
closeable by use of an insert of predetermined length
fastened to said spaced apart side edges. Inserts of dif-
ferent length may be selected according to the width of
the ironing table.

[0013] Preferably saidinsertis fastened usingazipper.
Alternatively said insertis fastened using a hook and loop
fastener.

[0014] In a further embodiment, said second portion
includes a longitudinal opening defined by two flaps
which are closeable by fastening means along internal
edges thereof, one of said flaps including a plurality of
further fastening means spaced outwardly from said side
edge fastening means to thereby accommodate ironing
tables of different width.

[0015] In preference said fastening means is a zipper.
Alternatively said fastening means is a hook and loop
fastener.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016] The accompanying drawings, which are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this specification, il-
lustrate several implementations of the invention and,
together with the description, serve to explain the advan-
tages and principles of the invention. In the drawings,

Figure 1  is a perspective view of a typical ironing
board with an ironing board cover according
to afirstembodiment of the presentinvention
attached;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the underside of the

ironing board of Figure 1, illustrating a width
adjustment means of the cover in the form
of an insert;



3 EP 1 980 664 A1 4

Figure 3  is a perspective view of the underside of the
ironing board of Figure 1 illustrating the insert
of Figure 2 attached;

Figure 4  isanenlarged perspective view of the portion
of the ironing board cover to which an insert
may be attached, including inserts of various
different widths;

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the underside of an
ironing board illustrating an ironing board
cover according to a second embodiment of
the invention, including a width adjustment
means in the form of a plurality of lengthwise
zip tracks; and

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the underside of an
ironing board illustrating an ironing board
cover according to a third embodiment of the
invention, including a means to accommo-
date ironing boards of different length.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0017] The following detailed description of the inven-
tion refers to the accompanying drawings. Although the
description includes exemplary embodiments, other em-
bodiments are possible, and changes may be made to
the embodiments described without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention. Wherever possible, the
same reference numbers will be used throughout the
drawings and the following description to refer to the
same and like parts.

[0018] Referring to the figures there is shown in Figure
1 an ironing board 10 of a conventional construction in-
cludes an ironing table or surface 12 supported by a pair
of pivoted leg assemblies 14 and 16. The ironing table
extends longitudinally from a tapered end or nose 18 to
the other end or heel 20. The leg assembly 14 is pivotably
engaged to the ironing board at a position nearer the
nose 18, while leg assembly 16 is slidably engaged to
the ironing board nearer the heel 20. The ironing board
is adapted to be folded to a stored position in which the
leg assemblies assume a position substantially flush
against the underside of the table or surface 12. To
achieve this, the outer end 22 ofleg assembly 14 is folded
upwards in direction 24 whilst the outer end 26 of leg
assembly 16 is folded upwards in direction 28. Since the
leg assembly 16 is pivotably fixed to the heel end 20, this
folding action causes the inner end 30 of the leg assembly
14 to slide towards the nose in direction 32.

[0019] Theironing table 12 includes a peripheral edge
34 usually of an 'L’ shape. Located on the underside 36
of the table 12 are various supporting structures that may
include support rails (not shown) that enable the table to
be used for ironing purposes. The ironing board cover
38 ofthe presentinvention extends across the top surface
of the table 12, around the peripheral edge 34 with the
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edge of the cover 38 located close to the proximity of the
'L’ shaped peripheral edge 34.

[0020] Although not shown, the cover 38 preferably
includes a first sheet extending over the upper surface
of table 12 around the edge 34, and a second sheet ex-
tending partially underneath the table 12 and secured by
appropriate means (such as stitching) to the peripheral
edge of thefirst sheet. The second sheet is manufactured
from an elastic material to provide a tensioning force to
the first sheet and thus keep it taut over the ironing table
12. It has been found that even a relatively small surface
area of the elastic material provides sufficient tensioning
to keep the cover taut in place. The use of such resilient
material forms the subject matter of a co-pending patent
application owned by the present inventor. Suitable ma-
terials for the underside of the cover 38 may include syn-
thetic materials such as those used in wetsuits, where
the material is homogeneous in its resilience in all direc-
tions.

[0021] An opening 40 in the cover 38 allows it to be
fitted over the table and for the legs 14 to slidably move
along the underside of the table from a storage to a work-
ing position. The opening 40 extends along the length of
the underside 36 and includes transverse slits 42 and 44
at positions which allow the leg assemblies 14 and 16 to
pass when in the working position. As mentioned in the
preamble of the invention, a need has been recognised
by the present inventor for such covers to include adjust-
ment means in order to accommodate ironing tables of
different widths and lengths, thereby alleviating the need
to manufacture different sized covers for such tables.
[0022] Figures 2-3 illustrate the underside of the iron-
ing board 10 including a means of adjusting the width of
the ironing board cover 38 according to a first embodi-
ment of the present invention. In particular, the opening
40 which allows for movement of the legs 14 includes
two zip portions 46 and 48 extending along internal op-
posed edges thereof between the two leg assemblies 14
and 16. An insert 50 of corresponding length to that of
the zip portions 46 and 48 is adapted to be inserted ther-
ebetween. The insert 50 includes its own zip portions 52
and 54 configured to engage zip portions 46 and 48 re-
spectively.

[0023] As those skilled in the art would realise, for two
zip portions to engage, one portion must include a slide-
ably moveable zipper adapted to engage a track on the
other portion. For the purposes of the present invention,
it is not essential which portion 46 or 52, or 48 or 54,
includes the track or zipper, as long as the zipper is lo-
cated on the outer side of the cover so that the insert 38
may be easily attached and removed. Furthermore, it is
not essential that the insert be attached between the
opening using only zips. Any other appropriate attach-
ment means, such as hook and loop fasteners, could
equally well be used.

[0024] Figure 4 illustrates a plurality of inserts 50 of
different widths which can be selected for use according
to the width of the ironing board table. The use of an
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insert 50 not only allows for width adjustability but max-
imises the tensioning force and provides a neat appear-
ance. In determining which size insert 50 to use, one
needs to ensure that once attached, the underside of the
cover 38 is not stretched too much or too little and main-
tains its resilience, thereby keeping the cover taut over
the ironing table. In preference the size of the inserts
correspond with standard ironing board table widths so
that when a user determined a particular table width, they
may simply select a corresponding insert accordingly.
[0025] Figure 5 illustrates the underside of an ironing
board 10 including a cover 60 according to a second em-
bodiment of the present invention. The cover 60 includes
an opening 40, however, between the leg assemblies 14
and 16, the cover includes two opposed flap portions 62
and 64 which meet at a position inside the opening 40.
Flap 62 is of less width to flap 64 and includes an engag-
ing zip 66 while flap 64 includes a track 68. There are
two further tracks 70 and 72 located on flap 64 which
extend parallel with track 68 thereby providing a user with
the ability to select an appropriate track according to the
width of the table. Figure 5 illustrates the cover 60 en-
gaged at maximum width. The skilled addressee would
understand that the same cover could be used for a table
of lesser width in that rather than joining zip 66 with track
68, it would be joined to one of the further tracks 70 or
72, whichever is appropriate.

[0026] As mentioned earlier, the cover could be con-
figured not only to accommodate ironing boards of dif-
ferentwidth but also of differentlength. Figure 6 illustrates
a cover 80 including a lengthwise opening 40 and insert
50 as previously described, however, the cover 80 also
includes a transverse opening 82 located on the opposite
side of leg assembly 14 further toward the nose of the
board. The opening 82 is configured to allow for engage-
ment with two inserts 84 and 86 on opposed sides of
longitudinal opening 40. Those skilled in the art would
realise that in using inserts of different width in opening
82, the length of the cover 80 can also be adjusted. The
features of insert 84 and the means of attachment be-
tween edges of opening 82 are essentially the same as
that of insert 50 and so will not be described here again
for the purpose of brevity.

[0027] The skilled addressee should now appreciate
how the present invention overcomes problems associ-
ated with fitting the applicant’s improved ironing board
cover to ironing boards of different shapes and sizes. It
is to be understood that the cover embodied herein may
include other features that are not essential to the inven-
tion but provide additional assisting features. For exam-
ple, the cover may include an opening (not shown) al-
lowing an iron holder to extend from the table.

[0028] Further advantages and improvements may
very well be made to the present invention without devi-
ating from its scope. For example, further improvements
to the invention may be the use of different types of elastic
materials, such as ones where the elasticity is in one-
dimension only.
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[0029] Although the invention has been shown and de-
scribed in what is conceived to be the most practical and
preferred embodiment, it is recognized that departures
may be made therefrom within the scope and spirit of the
invention, which is not to be limited to the details dis-
closed herein but is to be accorded the full scope of the
claims so as to embrace any and all equivalent devices
and apparatus.

[0030] In any claims that follow and in the summary of
the invention, except where the context requires other-
wise due to express language or necessary implication,
the word "comprising" is used in the sense of "including",
i.e. the features specified may be associated with further
features in various embodiments of the invention.

Claims

1. Anironing board cover for an ironing board having
an ironing table, said cover including:

afirst portion adapted to extend over said ironing
table;

a second portion adapted to extend at least par-
tially under said ironing table, the second sheet
being elastic in all directions to provide tension
to said first portion and

including a means of adjusting at least one di-
mension thereof to accommodate ironing tables
of different sizes.

2. An ironing board cover as in claim 1 wherein said
second portion is secured to the periphery of said
first portion.

3. Anironing board cover asin claim 1 or claim 2 where-
in said second portion includes a longitudinal open-
ing defined partially by spaced apart side edges, said
opening enabling the cover to be fitted over at least
firstand second leg assemblies supporting the table.

4. Anironing board cover as in claim 3 wherein at least
a portion of said opening is closeable by use of an
insert of predetermined width fastened to said
spaced apart side edges.

5. An ironing board cover as in claim 4 wherein said
insert is fastened using a zipper.

6. An ironing board cover as in claim 4 wherein said
insert is fastened using a hook and loop fastener.

7. Anironing board cover asin claim 1 or claim 2 where-
in said second portion includes a transverse opening
defined partially by spaced apart side edges.

8. Anironing board cover as in claim 7 wherein at least
a portion of said opening is closeable by use of an
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insert of predetermined length fastened to said
spaced apart side edges.

An ironing board cover as in claim 8 wherein said
insert is fastened using a zipper.

An ironing board cover as in claim 8 wherein said
insert is fastened using a hook and loop fastener.

Anironing board cover asin claim 1 or claim 2 where-
in said second portion includes a longitudinal open-
ing defined by two flaps which are closeable by fas-
tening means along internal edges thereof, one of
said flaps including a plurality of further fastening
means spaced outwardly from said side edge fas-
tening means to thereby accommodate ironing ta-
bles of different width.

An ironing board cover as in claim 11 wherein said
fastening means is a zipper.

An ironing board cover as in claim 11 wherein said
fastening means is a hook and loop fastener.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55






EP 1 980 664 A1







¥ b1y

EP 1 980 664 A1










[Ey

EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (P04C01)

D)

EP 1 980 664 A1

European Patent
Office

EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

Application Number

EP 07 10 6195

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT
Categor Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, Helev_ant CLASSIFICATION OF THE
gory of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION (IPC)
X WO 00/26462 A (ALEKSIC ALEKSANDAR [AU]; 1-4,7, INV.
VIDOVIC VICKY [AU]) 11,12 | DO6F81/14
11 May 2000 (2000-05-11)
* page 4, lines 9-15; figures 2-6 *
X GB 453 100 A (HULDA ELIZABETH FINCK) 1,2,11,
4 September 1936 (1936-09-04) 13
* the whole document *
X US 2 418 969 A (DI GESARE SAMUEL A) 1,11
15 April 1947 (1947-04-15)
* column 3, line 63 - Tine 73; figures 2,3
*
A US 2 029 856 A (COLLETTE ANTOINETTE D) 1-13
4 February 1936 (1936-02-04)
* the whole document *
TECHNICAL FIELDS
SEARCHED (IPC)
DO6F
The present search report has been drawn up for all claims
Place of search Date of completion of the search Examiner
Munich 10 July 2007 DIAZ, M

CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS

X : particularly relevant if taken alone

Y : particularly relevant if combined with another
document of the same category

A : technological background

O : non-written disclosure

P : intermediate document document

T : theory or principle underlying the invention

E : earlier patent document, but published on, or

after the filing date

D : document cited in the application
L : document cited for other reasons

& : member of the same patent family, corresponding

12




EPO FORM P0459

EP 1 980 664 A1

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 07 10 6195

This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

160-07-2007
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication

cited in search report date member(s) date

WO 0026462 A 11-05-2000 CA 2349012 Al 11-05-2000
EP 1133595 Al 19-09-2001
NZ 509538 A 19-12-2003
us 6497061 Bl 24-12-2002

GB 453100 A 04-09-1936  NONE

US 2418969 A 15-04-1947  NONE

US 2029856 A 04-02-1936  NONE

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82

13



	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

