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(54)

(57) In the storage controller (1) of the present inven-
tion, different difference bitmaps (6A) are used for pre-
determined sections respectively, whereby the differ-
ence between the primary volume (3) and the base vol-
ume (4) is managed for each section, and the data are
protected efficiently. The difference between the primary
volume and the base volume is managed by using the
difference bitmaps that are different for the respective
sections. The journal data after a lapse of the targeted
protection period are written to the base volume and then
discarded. At the time of recovery, the difference bitmaps
(6B) are merged to create a new difference bitmap, and
the difference is copied from the base volume to the pri-
mary volume. Thereafter, the journal data up to the des-
ignated restoration point are written to the primary vol-
ume.
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