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the container.
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Description
Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention concerns a box for pas-
tilles with a container and a lid which is pivotably attached
to the container, where the box is provided with a sealing
between a part of the lid and the container for maintaining
a closed condition of the lid on the container, and where
the said lid part is connected to the rest of the lid via a
perforation to be broken for opening the lid, and where
the said lid part is a flap fastened to one of the sides of
the container by means of the sealing.

Description of Prior Art

[0002] Pastille boxes for lozenges, chewing gum and
liquorice are sold in large numbers and are typically de-
signed as a small cardboard box with pivoting lid, where
the pivoting lid frequently is designed with a snap or
spring lock, e.g. as described in GB 1,467,256 or in In-
ternational patent application WO 94/10048. Boxes of
this kind are also often called fliptop boxes.

[0003] For safety reasons, the cardboard box is
packed with a sealed plastic film in order to show that
the box has not been opened yet. In technical language,
this is termed "tamperproof”. In order to get access to the
contents of the box, this film has to be broken.

[0004] This system has its historical grounds in tradi-
tional making of cigarette packings, and packing appa-
ratuses for pastille packings are similar to packing appa-
ratuses for tobacco and cigarette packings. However,
there is the difference between pastille packings and to-
bacco/cigarette packings that the pastilles do not lie ac-
cording to a sorted pattern in the packing. Pastilles may
e.g. lie in the packing such that a hard and sharp, almost
pointed elevation appears in the packing during the trans-
port through the packing apparatus.

[0005] As the traditional packing apparatuses are very
sensitive to variations in the dimensions of the packings,
this often gives rise to problems during the film packing
operation and leads to interruption of production.
[0006] It would thus be desirable if there were other
ways of providing a sealing which ensure a unmistakable
indication of unbroken packing for the user and which at
the same time relieves the problems with interruption of
the production.

[0007] This is known, for example, from EP 0 443 930
which discloses a box of the type mentioned in the intro-
duction. However, this box does not enable using the
elements of the box itself for advertisements for the pro-
ducer or the product.

Purpose of the Invention
[0008] Therefore, it is the purpose of the invention to

provide a box for pastilles which has a secure sealing
causing the box to be tamperproof, and where advertising
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for a producer or a product may be achieved.
Description of the Invention

[0009] This purpose is fulfilled by a box of the type
specified in the introduction which is peculiar in that the
flap is partially or entirely shaped as a company logo or
as a product in the box.

[0010] The sealing maintains a sealed condition of the
lid on the container and may only be broken with great
difficulty, thus making it impossible to get access to the
interior of the box without damaging the lid and/or the
box. The said lid part is connected with the rest of the lid
by a perforation. In order to get access to the interior of
the container, this perforation is to be broken for opening
the lid. This means that the sealing is not broken, but that
the said lid part is torn off from the rest of the lid, and
wherein this tearing is facilitated by a perforation.
[0011] By providing asealing between such alid, which
will preferably be a so-called flip lid, and the container, a
sealing plastic film around the packet can be omitted,
providing that a production without need of the film pack-
ing and the associated problems described above can
be used in order to achieve a tamperproof box.

[0012] As the flap is designed entirely or partially as a
company logo or as a productin the box, it will be possible
to advertise a product or a producer independently of the
print used on the box. This advertisement will be estab-
lished irrespectively whether the box is open or closed.
[0013] In a preferred embodiment, the box has a bot-
tom and sides for forming a container with an upwards
open mouth covered by the lid. The lid is then pivotably
fastened to a back side of container and has a sealing
at an opposite front side of the container, e.g. provided
as a bonding between the outer side of the front side of
the container and the inner side of the lid. This sealing
is to be broken, or there is to be provided access to the
packet in other ways, which for the user is a clear indi-
cation to whether the packet has been opened previous-
ly.

[0014] Strictly speaking, the sealing does not need to
be provided between the front side of the container and
the lid; it is sufficient that the lid has a part abutting on at
leastone of the sides of the container, and that the sealing
is provided between a part of the lid and the at least one
side. By providing the sealing between the lid and the
front side of the container, in particular the central area
of the front side of the container, the most expedient
transport through the production machine is ensured, as
the packet is most flexible in this part, and a possible
elevation due the sealing means the least possible trou-
ble to the transport through the production machine.
[0015] In a much preferred embodiment, the lid has a
flap which is attached to or forms a part of one of the
sides of the container by means of the sealing. Advan-
tageously, the flap is then connected with the rest of the
lid by a perforation.

[0016] The invention is suited for improving pastille
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boxes according to prior art as described in the introduc-
tory section of the description, where these pastille boxes
also have a snap lock or spring lock for retaining the lid
during storage after having been opened for the first time.
[0017] Even though the box is primarily intended for
pastilles, for example liquorice, chewing gum or fruit
gums, it is within the scope of the invention to use the
box for other contents.

Short Description of the Drawing

[0018] The invention is described in more detail with
reference to the drawing, wherein:

Fig. 1  shows a box according to the invention;

Fig. 2 isacutoutcardboard for forming a box accord-
ing to the invention;

Fig. 3  shows an alternative embodiment of the flap;
and

Fig.4 shows an embodiment of the flap extending

across the entire width of the lid.
Detailed Description of the Invention

[0019] Fig. 1 shows box according to the invention.
The box 1 has a container 2 and a lid 3 which at its back
side 4 is pivotably fastened to the container 2. The con-
tainer has a rectangular bottom 5 from which two oppos-
ing side faces 6, a back side 7 and a front side 8 extend.
The lid 3 has a top side 11, a front side 9 and opposing
side faces 10 which in the closed condition of the lid as
shown on Fig. 1 abut on the front side 8 and the side
faces 6, respectively, of the box.

[0020] The design thus corresponds to the design of
the boxes in the patent publications mentioned in the
introduction GB 1,467,256 and WO 94/10048, and a cer-
tain analogy to these can be seen by Fig. 2 which shows
a box according to the invention in a plan view of a piece
of cardboard blank cut for folding into a box according to
the invention.

[0021] The individual faces are indicated on Fig. 2 cor-
responding to Fig. 1, where there is also a number of
auxiliary flaps 12, 13, 14, 15 used for assembling the box,
where auxiliary flap 15 is glued to side 6, auxiliary flaps
13 to bottom 5 and auxiliary flaps 12 to the front side 9
of lid 3. Moreover, the container comprises a lock flap 16
which in the assembled condition of the box is bent out-
wards for engaging the two edges 17 formed when the
auxiliary flaps 12 are glued to the front side 9 of the lid 3.
[0022] The particular new feature compared with prior
art is a flap 18 which is fastened to the rest 19 of the lid
by means of a perforation 20. In the assembled condition
of the box 1, this flap 18 bears on an area 21 for glue at
the front side 8 of the container 2. In order to get to the
contents of the container, the flap 18 glued to the con-
tainer can be torn off the rest 19 of the lid 3 by breaking
the perforation 20 at the front side 9 of the lid 3. The flap
18 then remains fixed on the glue spot 21 at the front
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side 8 of the container 2, while the lid 3 operates without
this flap 18, which, however, is a sure indication to the
user that this box 1 has been opened before.

[0023] Even though the box is shown with a flap 18
which is triangular, this flap may have other shapes, e.g.
round, oval or rectangular. This freedom in shaping the
flap can be utilised for forming flaps according to com-
pany logo; for example, it is known with pastilles with a
round triangular shape as the flap shown on Fig. 2. The
flap may therefore reproduce the logo of the company or
the product with respect to the shape, but it may also
generally be provided with colour printing reproducing an
image of the pastille in the box and/or the logo of the
company or the product.

[0024] In many cases in production it is an advantage
if this flap 18 is not designed too long, because it must
rather not project too far beyond the lower edge of the
lid 3; the flap 18’ may e.g. be flush with the lower edge
of the lid as indicated on Fig. 3.

[0025] As shown on the drawing, the width of the flap
constitutes about one third of the width of the lid, but it
may also have other widths, e.g. between 25% and 50%
of the width of the lid, wherein consideration is taken that
the lid after tearing off the flap still has enough strength
to enable easy and sure opening and closing of the lid.
[0026] Alternatively, the flap 18" may be provided
across the entire width of the lid 3 as a narrow strip which
is loosened from the lid as shown on Fig. 4.

[0027] The flap 18 shown on Fig. 2 is, however, more
easily broken by the user, as a simple thrust with a nalil
rapidly breaks the perforation. The bridges between the
flap and the lid constituting the perforation may then be
provided right at the spots where the pressure from a nail
is the greatest, making it easy for the user to break the
perforation.

Claims

1. A box for pastilles, including a container and a lid
which is pivotably attached to the container, where
the box is provided with a sealing between a part of
the lid and the container for maintaining a closed
condition of the lid on the container, and where the
said lid part is connected to the rest of the lid via a
perforation to be broken for opening the lid, and
where the said lid part is a flap fastened to one of
the sides of the container by means of the sealing,
characterised in that the flap is partially or entirely
shaped as a company logo or as a product in the box.

2. Box according to claim 1, characterised in that the
box has a bottom and sides for forming a container
with an upwards open mouth, and where the lid is
pivotably attached to a back side of the container
and has a sealing at an opposite front side of the
container.
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Box according to any preceding claim, character-
ised in that the lid has a part abutting on at least
one of the sides of the container, and that the sealing
is provided between the lid part and the at least one
side. 5
Box according to any preceding claim, character-
ised in that the sealing is provided as a bonding

between at least one side of the container and the lid.
10

Box according to any preceding claim, character-
ised in that the box includes a spring lock between
the lid and the container.
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