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(54) Air conditioner and method for controlling the same

(57) There is disclosed an air conditioner having an
outdoor unit (A) and plural indoor units (a,b) connected
by refrigerant pipes. The plural indoor units (a,b) include
a first unit having an expansion valve (5) and a heat ex-
changer (4) incorporated therein, and a second indoor
unit having a heat exchanger (4) incorporated therein. A
decompression device including an expansion valve (6)
and an on-off valve (7) is connected at the middle of the
outward and inward refrigerant pipes connecting the sec-
ond indoor unit (b) with the outdoor unit (A). This makes
it possible to connect different types of indoor units,
namely, the first indoor units (a) having the decompres-
sion device (5) incorporated therein and the second in-
door units having no decompression device incorporated
therein.
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