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(57)  Provided are an apparatus and a method for
starting the engine of an automobile using a start-button,
which allow a proper user to start the engine through a
simple operation of the start-button for starting the engine
without having a car key. In the apparatus and method
for starting the engine of an automobile, it is determined
whether a plurality of signals including the start-button
are on. A key FOB is requested to transmit its ID, the ID
is received from the key FOB, and authentication is per-

Fig. 1A

Apparatus and method for starting engine of automobile using start-button

formed on the key FOB using the received ID when the
signals are on. Power is provided to a starting motor and
a driving signal is applied to a motor driver to drive a
motor when the key FOB passes authentication. A shaft
is driven according to the operation of the motor to op-
erate a steering column (3) and the starting motor is driv-
en to start the engine. A safety member is inserted into
a first hole of the shaft to block the shaft from moving and
rotating when the engine is started.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1.Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an apparatus
and a method for starting the engine of an automobile,
and more particularly, to an apparatus and a method for
starting the engine of an automobile using a start-button,
which allow a proper user to start the engine through a
simple operation of the start-button for starting the engine
without having a car key.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

[0002] Generally, an ignition lock device for starting
the engine of an automobile is also called a start switch
for starting the engine and integrated with a locking de-
vice of a steering column in order to prevent the automo-
bile from being stolen.

[0003] AsshowninFIGS. 1A, 1B and 2, aconventional
ignition lock device 1 of an automobile is fixed to a steer-
ing column 3 connected to a steering wheel 2 and in-
cludes a key hole 13 into which a car key is inserted by
a driver.

[0004] More specifically, the ignition lock device 1 in-
cludes an ignition lock body 11 and a key cylinder 12.
The ignition lock body 11 is integrated with the steering
column 2 and fixed to the steering column 3 and includes
the key hole 13 formed at the front side. The key cylinder
12 is combined with the inside of the ignition lock body
11 through a combining pin P and rotated with the car
key being inserted thereinto such that the car key oper-
ates. The key cylinder 12 includes the key hole 13 and
a cylinder cover 14 for protecting the outer face of the
ignition lock body 11. The rotating operation of the car
key is composed of four steps of a locking step, an ac-
cessory power supply step, a controller and driver on
step, and a starting step. The car key is inserted into or
ejected from the key hole 13 only in the locking step.
[0005] The aforementioned conventional ignition lock
device is a mechanical lock device provided near a car
door locking unit and the steering column. This mechan-
ical lock device operates according to the rotating oper-
ation of the car key inserted by a driver to start the engine
or cancel a locked state of the steering column.

[0006] However, the conventional mechanical lock de-
vice requires the driver to insert the car key thereinto and
rotate the car key. Furthermore, even though the con-
ventional mechanical lock device is damaged, the engine
can be started through a simple operation. Accordingly,
the automobile having the mechanical lock device is eas-
ily stolen.

[0007] To solve this problem, a smart key is provided
to some of recent automobiles on the market. The car
using the smart key has a key cylinder and a steering
column in modified structures such that the car key can-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

not be inserted into the key cylinder when normal authen-
ticationis not performed. A user can lock/unlock the doors
of the car only using the smart key and start the car ac-
cording to an authentication result without inserting the
car key into the key cylinder.

[0008] However, in the case of a car having no smart
key, it is required to insert a mechanical key into the key
cylinder and rotate the key to unlock the steering column
in order to start the car. Accordingly, to apply the smart
key to the car using the mechanical key to eliminate the
inconvenience of inserting and rotating the key, the car
key must be being inserted into the key cylinder all the
time. In this case, the car can be stolen because the car
key is being inserted into the key cylinder.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] Itis an object of the present invention to provide
an apparatus and a method for starting the engine of an
automobile using a start-button, which allow a proper us-
er to start the engine through a simple operation of the
start-button for starting the engine without having a car
key.

[0010] An apparatus for starting the engine of au au-
tomobile using a start-button according to the present
invention comprises an ignition lock body, a key cylinder,
a start-button, and a controller. The ignition lock body is
connected to a steering column of the automobile. The
key cylinder combined with the inside of the ignition lock
body is extended into the ignition lock body and includes
a motor with a shaft that is connected to the steering
column and has a first hole formed at one end thereof
and a safety member inserted/separated into/from the
first hole. The start-button applies a starting signal for
starting the engine to the controller. The controller re-
ceives the starting signal from the start-button, performs
authentication on akey FOB of the automobile, separates
the safety member from the first hole when the key FOB
passes authentication and drives the motor to operate
the steering column connected to the shaft so as to start
the engine. The controller inserts the safety member into
the first hole to lock the shaft when the engine is started.
[0011] A method for starting the engine of an automo-
bile using a start-button according to the present inven-
tion comprises the steps of determining whether a plu-
rality of signals including the start-button are on, request-
ing a key FOB to transmit the ID thereof, receiving the
ID from the key FOB, and performing authentication on
the key FOB using the received ID when the signals are
on, providing power to a starting motor and applying a
driving signal to a motor driver to drive a motor when the
key FOB passes authentication, driving a shaft according
to the operation of the motor to operate a steering column
and driving the starting motor to start the engine, and
inserting a safety member into a first hole of the shaft to
block the shaft from moving and rotating when the engine
is started.

[0012] According to the present invention, the key cyl-
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inder and the ignition lock body are integrated with each
other, the steering column is operated using the motor
provided to the inside of the key cylinder, and a proper
user can operate the start-button to easily start the engine
without having a car key. Accordingly, it is possible to
automatically start the engine only using the start-button
without inserting a mechanical car key into the key cyl-
inder.

[0013] Furthermore, the safety member is inserted into
a hole formed at the shaft to block the shaft from moving
and rotating when the engine is started, and thus the
motor is prevented from rotating due to external impact
applied to the car and other noise impacts caused by an
uneven surface of road.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014] The accompanying drawings, which are includ-
ed to provide a further understanding of the invention and
are incorporated in and constitute a part of this applica-
tion, illustrate embodiment(s) of the invention and togeth-
er with the description serve to explain the principle of
the invention. In the drawings:

FIGS. 1A and 1B are perspective views for explain-
ing a conventional automobile ignition lock device;
FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of an ignition
lock body and a key cylinder shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a view for explaining combination of an ig-
nition lock body and a key cylinder in an apparatus
for starting the engine of an automobile according to
an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a view showing a configuration of the ap-
paratus for starting the engine of an automobile ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 5 is an exemplary view showing the position of
a start-button according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIGS. 6A and 6B are views for explaining the oper-
ation of a safety member according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing a configuration of
a controller shown in FIG. 4;

FIG. 8 is a flow chart of a method for starting the
engine of an automobile according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention; and

FIG. 9 is a flow chart of an operation of blocking
power of a motor driver of the apparatus for starting
the engine of an automobile according to an embod-
iment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0015] The present invention will now be described
more fully with reference to the accompanying drawings,
in which exemplary embodiments of the invention are
shown. The invention may, however, be embodied in
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many different forms and should not be construed as
being limited to the embodiments set forth therein; rather,
these embodiments are provided so that this disclosure
will be thorough and complete, and will fully convey the
concept of the invention to those skilled in the art.

Apparatus for starting the engine of an automobile

[0016] Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, an apparatus for
starting the engine of an automobile includes an ignition
lock body 100, a key cylinder 200, a start-button 400, and
a controller 300. The ignition lock body 100 is connected
to a steering column of the automobile. The key cylinder
200 is combined with the inside of the ignition lock body
100. The key cylinder 200 is extended into the ignition
lock body 200 and includes a motor 21 that is connected
to the steering column and has a shaft 22 with a first hole
24 formed at one end thereof and a safety member 25
inserted into and separated from the first hole 24. The
start-button 400 applies a starting signal for starting the
engine to the controller 300. The controller 300 is a mi-
croprocessor that controls the overall operation of the
apparatus for starting the engine of the automobile. The
controller 300 receives the starting signal from the start-
button 400 and performs authentication on a key FOB
500 of the automobile. When the key FOB 500 passes
the authentication, the controller 500 separates the safe-
ty member 25 from the first hole 24 and drives the motor
21 to operate the steering column connected to the shaft
22 so as to start the engine. When the engine is started,
the controller 300 inserts the safety member 25 into the
first hole 24 to lock the shaft 22.

[0017] The apparatus for starting the engine of the au-
tomobile according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention now will be described in more detail.

[0018] The ignition lock body 100 can have a hollow
cylindrical shape. The key cylinder 200 is mechanically
combined with the inside of the ignition lock body 100
through a combining member such as a combining pin
or bonding. The ignition lock body 100 is connected to
the steering column connected to a steering wheel of the
automobile.

[0019] The key cylinder 200 includes the motor 21 with
the shaft 22 and the safety member 25. The shaft 22 is
connected to the steering column and has the first hole
24 having a predetermined size formed at one end there-
of. The motor 21 is driven under the control of the con-
troller 300 to move and rotate the shaft 22. A driving force
according to the moving and rotating operation of the
shaft is transmitted to the steering column connected to
the shaft 22 to automatically operate the steering wheel
and start the engine of the automobile. The safety mem-
ber 25 is inserted into or separated from the first hole 24
formed at one end of the shaft 22 according to a control
signal of the controller 300. The first hole 23 and the
safety member 25 prevents the motor 21 from rotating
due to external impact applied to the automobile and oth-
er noise impacts caused by an uneven surface of road
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in an ignition on step after the automobile is started. The
key cylinder 200 can be integrated with an ignition knob
110 and a coil antenna 23.

[0020] The start-button 400 is connected to the con-
troller 300 and performs a switching function for starting
the engine of the automobile. When a driver pushes the
start-button 400, a predetermined authentication process
is performed and the motor 21 is driven to move and
rotate the shaft 22 so that the engine can be started. An
automobile has four power mode steps. That is, the pow-
er mode of the automobile is changed among lock, ac-
cessory power supply, ignition on and start steps accord-
ing to the rotation of the car key. The start-button 400 of
the present invention can be used to change the power
mode.

[0021] The controller 300 changes the power mode
according to the time for which the start-button 400 is
pushed and the number of times of pushing the start-
button 400. For example, the power mode is changed to
accessory power supply state when the start-button 400
is pushed once for shorter than three seconds in lock
state and changed to ignition on state when the start-
button 400 is pushed twice for shorter than three sec-
onds. The power mode is changed to the ignition on state
when the start-button 400 is pushed once in the acces-
sory power supply state. The power mode is change to
lock state when the start-button 400 is pushed for longer
than three seconds in the accessory power supply state,
ignition on state and start state.

[0022] Referringto FIG. 5, the start-button 400 can be
attached to a dash panel at a driver seat such thata driver
can use the start-button 400 conveniently. The start-but-
ton 400 is a switch for easily starting the automobile en-
gine without requiring the driver to inserting a mechanical
key into the key hole and rotating the key. When the driver
who has the key FOB 500 pushes the start-button 400,
the starting signal is generated and transmitted to the
controller 300. The controller 300 performs authentica-
tion on the key FOB 500 when the starting signal is ap-
plied thereto and transmits a driving signal to the motor
21 to drive the motor 21 when the key FOB 500 passes
the authentication. The steering column connected to the
shaft 22 is driven by the motor 21 to operate the steering
wheel and start the engine.

[0023] When the engine is started, the controller 300
inserts the safety member 25 into the first hole 24 of the
shaft 22 in order to prevent the motor 21 from being op-
erated by disturbance to move and rotate the shaft 22.
That is, the shaft is locked in order to block the shaft 22
from moving and rotating for safety after the engine is
started.

[0024] Referring to FIGS. 6A and 6B, the safety mem-
ber 25 includes a body 26, a mobile 27 moving inside the
body 26, a coil 28 partially winding the body 26, and a
polarity converter 29 for converting polarity of current
flowing through the coil 28.

[0025] The body 26 has a second hole 26a into/from
which the mobile 27 is inserted/ejected according to a
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control signal of the controller 300. The coil 28 is wound
in a solenoid form such that the coil 28 includes at least
the second hole 26a. The polarity of both ends of the coil
28 is converted by the polarity converter 29 that operates
according to a signal of the controller 300. The mobile
27 is formed of metal and, preferably, it is a magnet.
When current is applied to this solenoid coil, the coil 28
becomes an electromagnet. When the mobile 27 is in-
serted into the electromagnet, the mobile 27 moves in
the length direction of the solenoid coil according to
change of the polarity of the coil 28. In other words, both
ends of the electromagnet have magnetism of S-pole or
N-pole according to current applied to the coil 28. The
polarity is determined by the winding direction of the coll
28 and the direction of current applied to the coil 28. Ac-
cordingly, the polarity converter 29 changes the direction
of current applied to the coil 28 to convert the polarity of
both ends of the coil 28. The mobile 27 is moved using
this principle such that the mobile is inserted into or eject-
ed from the hole 24 formed at the shaft 22.

[0026] The controller 300 requests the key FOB 500
carried by the driver to transmit its ID and receives the
ID through wireless communication with the key FOB 500
when the starting signal is transmitted thereto from the
start-button 400. The controller 300 performs authenti-
cation on the key FOB 500 using the received ID. The
controller 300 receives various signals with respect to
the automobile. That is, the controller 300 receives a key
FOB docking signal, a driver seat door closing signal, a
bake pedal signal, a gearshift parking signal, a parking
brake signal, arun/crank signal, a start completion signal,
etc. in addition to the starting signal from the start-button
400. The controller 300 receives these signals in order
to confirm whether a user who pushes the start-button
400 is a proper user and whether the automobile is in a
safe state before the engine is started. When this pre-
condition for safety is satisfied, authentication of the key
FOB 500 is carried out. Here, the precondition is an ex-
ample and can be set in various manners.

[0027] The key FOB 500 has its ID that is used to con-
firm a proper user of the automobile. Furthermore, the
key FOB 500 includes a battery (not shown) so that the
key FOB 500 can perform wireless communication with
the controller 300 when approaching or entering the au-
tomobile. Thatis, the controller 300 can carry out wireless
communication with the key FOB 500 through an antenna
set in the inside of the automobile.

[0028] The key FOB 500 can be combined with a dock-
ing unit 600. For example, the docking unit 600 can be
provided to a predetermined portion of the driver seat
dash panel such that the key FOB 500 and the docking
unit 600 can be combined with each other, as shown in
FIG. 5. When the key FOB 500 is combined with the
docking unit 600, a push button 601 is pushed to generate
the key FOB docking signal and the docking signal is
input to the controller 300. Accordingly, the controller 300
can recognize that the key FOB 500 is combined with
the docking unit 600. In FIG. 5, reference number 603
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represents an indication lamp that indicates the battery
state of the key FOB 500 combined with the docking unit
600. For example, the indication lamp 603 can indicate
a satisfactory battery state as blue and indicate a battery
state requiring charging as red.

[0029] Asdescribed above, the controller 300 receives
a plurality of external signals and performs a process for
starting the automobile engine under a predetermined
condition. The controller 300 receives the starting signal
from the start-button 400 and a plurality of signals rep-
resenting the state of the automobile and performs au-
thentication on the key FOB 500 through wireless com-
munication with the key FOB 500. When the key FOB
500 passes authentication, the controller 300 applies
power to the motor 21 to move and rotate the shaft 22
so as to start the engine of the automobile.

[0030] Referring to FIG. 7, the controller 300 of the
apparatus for starting the engine of an automobile ac-
cording to the current embodiment includes a wireless
transmitter 301, a wireless receiver 302, a micro control
unit (MCU) 303, afirstrelay 304, a second relay 305, and
a motor driver 306.

[0031] The wireless transmitter 301 and the wireless
receiver 302 transmit and receive data through wireless
communication with the key FOB 500. The wireless
transmitter 301 transmits a radio signal to the key FOB
500 according to an output signal from the MCU 303 to
request the key FOB 500 to transmit the ID thereof. Spe-
cifically, the MCU 303 transmits an ID request signal to
the key FOB 500 through the wireless transmitter 301
when receiving a start-button on signal S0, a brake pedal
signal S3, a gearshift parking signal S4 and a parking
brake signal S5. The wireless receiver 302 receives the
ID from the key FOB 500. For example, the wireless
transmitter 301 transmits the ID request signal to the key
FOB 500 through low frequency (LF) communication.
The wireless receiver 302 receives the ID from the key
FOB 500 through radio frequency (RF) communication.
[0032] The MCU 303 includes a signal processor 31
and an authentication unit 32. The signal processor 31
receives the start-button on signal S0, a key FOB docking
signal S1, a driver seat door closing signal S2, the brake
pedal signal S3, the gearshift parking signal S4, the park-
ing brake signal S5, a run/crank signal S6, a start com-
pletion signal S7, and a key FOB authentication result
signal S8. The signal processor 311 transmits a prede-
termined control signal to the wireless transmitter 301
when the start-button on signal S0, the brake pedal signal
S3, the gearshift parking signal S4 and the parking brake
signal S5 among the signals SO to S8 are input thereto.
For example, the signal receiver transmits the ID request
signal to the key FOB 500 through the wireless transmit-
ter 301 and receives the ID of the key FOB 500 through
the wireless receiver when the brake pedal signal S3,
the gearshift parking signal S4 and the parking brake
signal S5 are received after the start-button on signal SO
is received.

[0033] The authentication unit 32 compares the ID of
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the key FOB 500, received through the wireless receiver
302, with ID stored therein and determines whether the
two IDs correspond to each other to authenticate the key
FOB 500.

[0034] Here, the signal processor 31 receives the key
FOB authentication result signal S8 from the authentica-
tion unit 32 and outputs an ON signal to the first relay (A
contact) 304 when the key FOB 500 successively passes
authentication. The signal processor 31 receives and out-
puts the start completion signal S7 to the second relay
(B contact) 305. The signal processor 31 outputs an ON
signal to the motor driver 306 when the key FOB 500
passes authentication. In addition, the signal processor
31 outputs a control signal T2 for operating the safety
member 25 in order to prevent the shaft 22 from moving
and rotating after the engine is started to eliminate the
possibility that the motor 21 is driven due to disturbance
such as shaking of automobile and an uneven surface
of road after engine has been started.

[0035] Thefirstrelay 304 receives the run/crank signal
S6 and transmits the run/crank signal S6 to a starting
motor 20 when the ON signal is output from the signal
processor 31. That is, a signal for starting is provided to
the starting motor 20.

[0036] The second relay (B contact) 305 applies a sig-
nal T1 to the motor driver 306 in the initial stage and its
contact is off when the start completion signal S7 is input
thereto to block the signal T1 from being input to the
motor driver 306. This is for the purpose of blocking the
signal T1 applied to the motor driver 306 after the engine
is started to prevent the motor driver 306 from operating
due to disturbance such as noise of electric signals after
the engine is started.

[0037] The motor driver 306 drives the motor 21 when
receiving the key FOB authentication result signal S8 rep-
resenting that the key FOB passes authentication. When
the authentication result signal S8 is received while pow-
er is applied to the motor driver 306 according to the
second relay 305 in the initial stage, as described above,
the motor driver 306 drives the motor 21 to move and
rotate the shaft 22. Then, the steering column operates
according to the moving and rotating operation of the
shaft 22 and the engine starting signal is transmitted to
the starting motor 20 to start the engine. The motor driver
306 is driven when the key FOB 500 normally passes
authentication while the brake pedal signal S2, the gear-
shift parking signal S3 and the parking brake signal S4
are input after the starting signal is input from the start-
button 400.

[0038] Asdescribed above,the motordriver 306 drives
the motor 21 to move and rotate the shaft 22 such that
the steering column combined with the shaft 22 operates
to automatically operate the steering wheel and start the
engine. Accordingly, the automobile engine can be au-
tomatically started without having an additional driver’s
operation.

[0039] The signal processor 31 outputs a signal T3 for
operating the coil antenna 23 included in the ignition lock
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device if required. By doing so, a voltage is induced to
the coil antenna 23 to supply power to the battery of the
key FOB 500.

[0040] The apparatus for starting the engine of an au-
tomobile according to the present invention can further
include the coil antenna 23 for supplying power to the
battery of the key FOB 500. The controller 300 can apply
a driving signal to the coil antenna 23. The coil antenna
23 is used when the batteries of the apparatus for starting
the engine of an automobile and the key FOB 500 have
insufficient power. The coil antenna 23 can also be used
for an immobilizer function of the automobile.

Method for starting the engine of an automobile

[0041] A method for starting the engine of an automo-
bile according to an embodiment of the present invention
will now be explained with reference to FIGS. 3to 8. FIG.
8 is a flow chart of the method for starting the engine of
an automobile according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

[0042] The controller 300 determines whether the
start-button 400 for starting the engine of the automobile
is pushed in operation S800.

[0043] When itis determined that the start-button 400
is not pushed in operation S800, the controller 300 waits
in the initial state. When it is determined that the start-
button 400 is pushed in operation S800, the controller
300 determines whether the brake pedal signal S3, the
gearshift parking signal S4 and the parking brake signal
S5 are input in operation S802.

[0044] Whenitis determined that the three signals are
not applied in operation S802, the controller 300 waits in
the initial state. When it is determined that the three sig-
nals are input in operation S802, the controller 300 re-
quests the key FOB 500 to transmit the ID thereof in
operation S804 and receives the ID from the key FOB
500 in operation S806.

[0045] The controller 300 compares the received ID
with previously stored ID and performs authentication on
the key FOB 500 in operation S808.

[0046] When the key FOB 500 passes the authentica-
tion in operation S810, the controller 300 turns on the
first relay 304 in operation S812 to provide power to the
starting motor 20 in operation S814. The controller 300
applies a signal to the motor driver 306 in operation S816.
Then, the motor driver 306 is operated to drive the motor
21 in operation S818. The motor 21 moves and rotates
the shaft 22 in operation S820. The steering column is
operated according to the moving and rotating operation
of the shaft 22 in operation S822 and an engine starting
signal is transmitted to the starting motor 20 to start the
engine in operation S824. Here, since the starting motor
20is being provided with power, the engine starting signal
is applied to the starting motor 20 to start the engine
according to the moving and rotating operation of the
shaft 22.

[0047] An operation of blocking power provided to the
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motor driver 306 in the apparatus for starting the engine
of an automobile according to an embodiment of the
present invention will now be explained with reference
to FIGS. 7, 8 and 9.

[0048] Power is applied to the motor driver 306 in the
initial stage in operation S900 and the controller 300 de-
termines whether the engine start completion signal S7
is input in operation S902.

[0049] Whenitis determined thatthe engine start com-
pletion signal is not input in operation S902, the controller
300 waits in the initial state. When it is determined that
the engine start completion signal is input in operation
S902, the controller 300 turns off the second relay 305
in operation S904. Since the second relay is a B-contact
relay, the contact of the second relay 305 is on in the
initial stage and it is off when the engine start completion
signal is input.

[0050] The second relay 305 is off in operation S904,
and thus the power applied to the motor driver 306 is
blocked in operation S906. This operation is performed
in order to prevent the motor driver 306 from being op-
erated by predetermined disturbance after the engine is
started.

[0051] While the present invention has been particu-
larly shown and described with reference to exemplary
embodiments thereof, it will be understood by those of
ordinary skill in the art that various changes in form and
details may be made therein without departing from the
spirit and scope of the present invention as defined by
the following claims.

[0052] Provided are an apparatus and a method for
starting the engine of an automobile using a start-button,
which allow a proper user to start the engine through a
simple operation of the start-button for starting the engine
without having a car key. In the apparatus and method
for starting the engine of an automobile, it is determined
whether a plurality of signals including the start-button
are on. A key FOB is requested to transmit its ID, the ID
is received from the key FOB, and authentication is per-
formed on the key FOB using the received ID when the
signals are on. Power is provided to a starting motor and
a driving signal is applied to a motor driver to drive a
motor when the key FOB passes authentication. A shaft
is driven according to the operation of the motor to op-
erate a steering column and the starting motor is driven
to start the engine. A safety member is inserted into a
first hole of the shaft to block the shaft from moving and
rotating when the engine is started.

Claims

1. Anapparatus for starting the engine of au automobile
using a start-button, comprising:

an ignition lock body connected to a steering
column of the automobile;
a key cylinder combined with the inside of the
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ignition lock body and extended into the ignition
lock body and including a motor with a shaft that
is connected to the steering column and has a
first hole formed at one end thereof and a safety
member inserted/separated into/from the first
hole;

a start-button for applying a starting signal for
starting the engine; and

a controller for receiving the starting signal from
the start-button, performing authentication on a
key FOB of the automobile, separating the safe-
ty member from the first hole when the key FOB
passes authentication, driving the motor to op-
erate the steering column connected to the shaft
so as to start the engine and inserting the safety
member into the first hole to lock the shaft when
the engine is started.

The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the controller re-
quests the key FOB to transmit the ID thereof and
performs authentication on the key FOB using the
received ID after the starting signal from the start-
button is input thereto.

The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the controller re-
quests the key FOB to transmit the ID thereof when
a brake pedal signal, a gearshift parking signal and
a parking brake signal provided to the automobile
are input after the starting signal from the start-button
is input thereto.

The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the controller com-
prises:

a wireless transmitter for wirelessly transmitting
an ID request signal to the key FOB;

a wireless receiver for wirelessly receiving the
ID from the key FOB

an authentication unit for performing authenti-
cation on the key FOB using the received ID;

a signal processor for receiving and outputting
an authentication result signal from the authen-
tication unit, the starting signal from the start-
button and a plurality of external state signals
provided to the automobile; and

a motor driver for driving the motor when the
authentication result signal is input thereto from
the signal processor.

The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the signal proc-
essor transmits the ID request signal to the key FOB
through the wireless transmitter when a start-button
signal, the brake pedal signal, the gearshift parking
signal and the parking brake signal among the re-
ceived state signals are ON signals.

The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the wireless trans-
mitter transmits the ID request signal to the key FOB
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through LF communication and the wireless receiver
receives the ID from the key FOB through RF com-
munication.

The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the controller fur-
ther comprises a first relay for transmitting a run/
crank signal among the plurality of state signals to a
starting motor when the authentication result signal
is an ON signal.

The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the controller fur-
ther comprises a second relay for transmitting a pow-
er supply signal to the motor driver in the initial stage
and blocking the power supply signal when a start
completion signal is input.

The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the safety member
comprises:

a body having a predetermined volume;
asecond hole formed at a predetermined portion
of the body, opposite to the first hole;

a mobile moving inside the second hole;

a coil wound in a predetermined solenoid form
such that the second hole is included in the coil;
and

a polarity converter for converting the polarity of
both ends of the coil,

wherein the mobile is inserted/ejected into/from
the second hole according to change of polarity
of the coil according to a control signal of the
controller.

The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the controller
changes a power mode according to the time for
which the start-button is pushed and the number of
times of pushing the start-button.

A method for starting the engine of an automobile
using a start-button, comprising the steps of:

determining whether a plurality of signals includ-
ing the start-button are on;

requesting a key FOB to transmit the ID thereof,
receiving the ID from the key FOB, and perform-
ing authentication on the key FOB using the re-
ceived ID when the signals are on;

providing power to a starting motor and applying
a driving signal to a motor driver to drive a motor
when the key FOB passes authentication;
driving a shaft according to the operation of the
motor to operate a steering column and driving
the starting motor to start the engine; and
inserting a safety member into a first hole of the
shaft to block the shaft from moving and rotating
when the engine is started.

The method of claim 11, wherein the determining
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step comprises the steps of:

determining whether the start-button is on; and
determining whether a brake pedal signal, a
gearshift parking signal and a parking brake sig-
nal are on when the start-button is on.

The method of claim 12, wherein the safety member
is separated from the first hole of the shaft in the step
of driving the shaft according to the operation of the
motor to operate the steering column and driving the
starting motor to start the engine.

The method of claim 13, wherein the step of perform-
ing authentication on the key FOB using the received
ID comprises the steps of:

requesting the key FOB to transmit the ID there-
of;

receiving the ID from the key FOB in response
to the request;

determining whether the received ID corre-
sponds to a previously stored ID; and
determining that the key FOB passes authenti-
cation when the received ID corresponds to the
previously stored ID.

The method of claim 14, further comprising the step
of blocking power applied to the motor driver when
the engine is started after the step of driving the shaft
according to the operation of the motor to operate
the steering column and driving the starting motor to
start the engine.
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Fig. 1A
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Fig. 1B
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Fig. 6A
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Fig. 6B
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Fig. 8
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