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(54) Sunshade system

(57) The presentinvention relates to a sunshade sys-
tem (1) in which said system (1) comprises a sunshade
screen (3), provided in a screen profile (2), and a screen
profile holder (4), in which the screen profile (2) is freely
rotatable with respect to the screen profile holder (4). As

the screen profile (2) is freely rotatable, the profile (2)
can be rotated and tilted in a large number of positions.
In this manner, it is possible to create shade throughout
the day in one specific spot without, for example, having
to move the chair or reclining chair.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a sunshade
system.

[0002] There are numerous reasons why people put

up a sunshade, such as creating shade in sunny weather,
providing protection against UV radiation, preventing fur-
niture from discoloration or purely for fun.

[0003] The most widely known sunshade systems are
parasols. The most important types of parasols are the
upright parasol, the tiltable parasol and the arched par-
asol.

[0004] The upright parasol is the most common para-
sol. This parasol is supported by an upright in the centre
ofthe parasol. Theribs of the parasol extend radially from
this upright. Such parasols are placed in a sturdy holder.
[0005] The tiltable parasol strongly resembles the up-
right parasol, the difference being that a tilting mecha-
nism is provided between the canvas and upright. This
makes it possible to set the angle of inclination of the
parasol to a limited number of positions. In contrast to
the previously mentioned type, the canvas of the tiltable
parasol does not have to be permanently kept in a strictly
horizontal position.

[0006] The arched parasol, also referred to as sus-
pended parasol, is supported on one side by means of
a curved arm. This model offers the advantage that the
upright does not form an obstacle. Such parasols can
usually be rotated through 360°, so that shade can be
created where it is needed.

[0007] Although the above systems have proved to be
reliable, it is an object of the present invention to provide
an alternative for these systems.

[0008] The object of the invention is achieved by pro-
viding a sunshade system in which said system compris-
es a sunshade screen, provided in a screen profile, and
ascreen profile holder, in which the screen profile is freely
rotatable with respect to the screen profile holder. As the
screen profile is freely rotatable, the screen profile can
be rotated and tilted in a large number of positions. In
this manner, it is possible to create shade throughout the
day in one specific spot without, for example, having to
move the chair or reclining chair. The screen profile hold-
er is preferably designed to be placed on the ground and
is not intended to be fitted on a wall.

[0009] The sunshade screen is preferably made of
PVC, canvas or shade cloth. Other materials from which
the screen can be made are: acrylic, polyester, textylene,
polypropylene and nylon.

[0010] According to a preferred embodiment of the
sunshade system according to the invention, the screen
profile holder comprises positioning means in order to
place the screen profile in a desired position. The posi-
tioning means preferably comprise a ball hinge. Such a
ball hinge makes it possible to place the screen profile
in a great number of positions. In a particular embodi-
ment, said ball hinge can be moved counter to a spring
force. The ball hinge is preferably movable between a
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first position, in which the ball hinge (and thus also the
screen profile connected to the ball hinge) is held in a
specific position, and a second position, in which it is
possible to move the ball hinge (and thus also the screen
profile connected to the ball hinge) to another position
(by means of, for example, tilting or rotating).

[0011] Preferably, the screen profile holder comprises
a baseplate. By arranging the screen profile holder on a
baseplate, the screen profile can create shade from a
fixed spot on the ground.

[0012] In a more preferred embodiment of the system
according to the invention, the positioning means com-
prise a locking mechanism which is provided in order to
keep the screen profile in a set position. The locking
mechanism preferably comprises pressure means which
are provided in order to press the ball hinge against block-
ing means. In particular, said pressure means comprise
a spring and a bearing plate provided with a hollowing in
which the ball hinge rests.

[0013] In a particularly preferred embodiment of the
system according to the invention, the screen profile
holder comprises activating means in order to move the
screen profile into a desired position. The activating
means unlock the locking mechanism of the positioning
means and the screen profile can then be moved from a
first position to a next (for example second, third or fourth)
position. Once the screen is in another position, the lock-
ing mechanism is locked again. In particular, said acti-
vating means comprise a pedal, by means of which the
user can move the screen profile to another position in
a very simple manner.

[0014] Inaparticularembodiment of the sunshade sys-
tem according to the invention, the screen profile is made
of aluminium. More particularly, the screen profile is
made of stainless steel or glass fibre. These materials
(aluminium, stainless steel, glass fibre) have the advan-
tage that the screen profile can be made lightweight and
rustproof.

[0015] According to a most particular embodiment of
the system according to the invention, the screen profile
is of leaf-shaped design. This offers the advantage that
an elongate shadow can be created.

[0016] In order to explain the properties of the present
invention further and to illustrate additional advantages
and features thereof, a more detailed description of the
sunshade system according to the invention is given be-
low. It should be clear that nothing in the following de-
scription can be interpreted as limiting the scope of pro-
tection for this invention claimed in the claims.

[0017] Inthis description, reference numerals are used
to refer to the attached drawings, in which:

- Fig. 1and Fig. 2: show a number of representations
of the sunshade system according to the invention;

- Fig. 3: shows a number of positions in which the
screen profile can be placed;

- Fig. 4:shows afront view of the screen profile holder;

- Fig. 5: shows a top view of the screen profile holder;
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- Fig. 6: shows a cross section of the screen profile
holder.

[0018] The sunshade system (1) according to the
present invention is an innovation in the field of sun pro-
tection. Itis a shadow concept which is inspired by nature
and creates shade for one to two persons.

[0019] The system according to the invention as rep-
resented in Figs. 1 to 3 comprises a sunshade screen
(3), provided in a screen profile (2), and a screen profile
holder (4),inwhich the screen profile (2) is freely rotatable
with respect to the screen profile holder (4). This makes
it possible to create shade in one specific spot for the
entire day without, for example, having to move a chair
orreclining chair. It is possible to rotate the screen profile
(2) so that it follows the sun (rotatable), as it were, and
the profile (2) can, in addition, as is illustrated in Fig. 3,
be adjusted to the position of the sun (tiltable), depending
on the season. The screen profile holder is preferably
designed to be placed on the ground. To this end, the
screen profile holder is attached to a baseplate (6). As a
result, the shadow is created from a fixed spot on the
ground.

[0020] The sunshade screen (3) is made of PVC, can-
vas, shade cloth, acrylic, polyester or another suitable
material and is fitted tightly onto the screen profile (2).
The shape and dimensions of the screen (and thus also
of the screen profile) vary from application to application.
Figs. 1 and 2 show a number of possible embodiments.
In addition to these embodiments, other shapes, such as
for example square, pentagonal, etc. are also possible.
[0021] The screen profile holder (4) (see Figs. 4, 5 and
6) comprises a ball hinge (5) which makes it possible to
place the screen profile (2) in a great number of positions
by means of rotation and/or tilting. The ball hinge (5) can
be moved counter to a spring force between a first posi-
tion, in which the ball hinge (5) (and thus also the screen
profile (2) connected thereto) is held in a set position,
and a second position, in which it is possible to position
the ball hinge (5) (and thus also the screen profile (2)
connected thereto) into another position (by means of for
example tilting or rotation.)

[0022] In order to change the position of the screen
profile (2), the screen profile holder (4) comprises acti-
vating means (7) in the form of a pedal. The user can
easily change the position of the screen profile (2) by
depressing the pedal, for example by means of his foot.
In this manner, the locking mechanism of the ball hinge
(5) is unlocked. Obviously, other operating means or ac-
tivating means (7), such as for example a handle, push-
button and the like, are covered by the scope of protection
of the invention.

[0023] The locking mechanism, as illustrated in Fig. 6,
comprises pressure means (8) which are provided in or-
der to press the ball hinge (5) against blocking means
(9) provided in the screen profile holder and to keep the
ball hinge (5) in its first position. The pressure means
comprise, in particular, a spring (8) and a bearing plate
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provided with a hollowing in which the ball hinge rests.
The blocking means (9) may consist of one or more pro-
tuberances provided on the inside of the screen profile
holder (4). The locking mechanism of the ball hinge (5)
is unlocked by compressing the spring (8) by means of
the pedal (7). As a result thereof, the bearing plate (10)
which is provided with a recess (hollowing) in which the
ball hinge (5) rests, together with the ball hinge (5), moves
down (to the second position of the ball hinge (5)) and
there is no contact between the ball hinge (5) and the
blocking means. At that moment, the user can change
the position of the screen profile (2) by rotation or tilting.
Once the screen has reached its desired position, it has
to be locked in that position. To this end, the pedal is
released and the bearing plate (10), together with the ball
hinge, will move back up as a result of the force which is
exerted by the spring (to the first position of the ball hinge)
and press the ball hinge (5) back against the blocking
means (9).

Claims

1. Sunshade system (1), characterized in that said
system (1) comprises a sunshade screen (3), pro-
vided in a screen profile (2), and a screen profile
holder (4), in which the screen profile (2) is freely
rotatable with respect to the screen profile holder (4).

2. Sunshade system (1) according to Claim 1, charac-
terized in that the screen profile holder (4) compris-
es positioning means in order to place the screen
profile (2) in a desired position.

3. Sunshade system (1) according to Claim 2, charac-
terized in that the positioning means comprise a
ball hinge (5).

4. Sunshade system (1) according to Claim 3, charac-
terized in that said ball hinge (5) can be moved
counter to a spring force.

5. Sunshade system (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that the screen pro-
file holder (4) comprises a baseplate (6).

6. Sunshade system (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that the screen pro-
file holder (4) comprises activatingmeans (7) in order
to move the screen profile (2) into a desired position.

7. Sunshade system (1) according to Claim 6, charac-
terized in that said activating means (7) comprise
a pedal.

8. Sunshade system (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that the screen pro-
file (2) is made of aluminium.



10.

5 EP 2 030 520 A1

Sunshade system (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that the screen pro-
file (2) is of leaf-shaped design.

Sunshade system (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that the sunshade
screen (3) is made of PVC, canvas or shade cloth.
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