
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

03
0 

93
0

A
3

��&��
���������
(11) EP 2 030 930 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3: 
09.11.2011 Bulletin 2011/45

(43) Date of publication A2: 
04.03.2009 Bulletin 2009/10

(21) Application number: 08014767.1

(22) Date of filing: 20.08.2008

(51) Int Cl.:
B65H 29/12 (2006.01) B65H 39/10 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MT NL NO PL PT 
RO SE SI SK TR
Designated Extension States: 
AL BA MK RS

(30) Priority: 29.08.2007 US 846741

(71) Applicant: Pitney Bowes, Inc.
Stamford, CT 06926-0700 (US)

(72) Inventors:  
• Fairweather, James A.

Milford 
Connecticut 06460 (US)

• Lyga, Thomas M.
Southport
Connecticut 06488 (US)

(74) Representative: HOFFMANN EITLE
Patent- und Rechtsanwälte 
Arabellastraße 4
81925 München (DE)

(54) Sheet/page buffer for sheet handling apparatus

(57) A page buffer (20) for receiving and holding, in
queue, pages prepared by a printer and subsequently
processed by a mailpiece inserter. The page buffer (20)
includes pairs (601 - 6011) of vertically-aligned rollers (60)
defining a plurality of page stations therebetween. Each
pair of rollers is spaced-apart and defines a nip for driving
printed pages along a feed path (FP). Furthermore, each
page station is defined by and between a first pair of
rollers disposed downstream of an adjacent second pair
of rollers. A drive means is also provided for independ-
ently driving the pairs (601 - 6011) of vertically-aligned

rollers. The drive means is controlled such that, in a first
operating mode, the pairs cooperate to drive printed pag-
es along the feed path (FP). In a second operating mode,
the drive means is controlled such that at least one of
the page stations causes its respective first pair of rollers
to retain and hold a leading edge portion of a printed page
while the adjacent second pair drives and releases a trail-
ing edge portion of the printed page. The printed page
is, therefore, held within the page station such that the
trailing edge droops below the feed path in a predomi-
nantly vertical orientation.
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