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(54) Holder for holding clampingly a flat object

(57)  The invention relates to a holder (1) for holding
clampingly a flat object (4) such as a photo, greetings
card or drawing, wherein the holder (1) is adapted to be

fixed clampingly to a structure (7), wherein the holder

has a decorative appearance. The decoration (2) serves
here to obtain a more attractive appearance. Although
practical, a hospital bed or hospital room is also cheer-
less. When a patient is sent a get-well card or photo, it
is now usually arranged on a noticeboard behind the pa-

tient. The card is hereby situated outside the field of vision
of the patient. According to a preferred embodiment, the

holder (1) is adapted to be fixed clampingly to a structure
(7) at the foot of a bed, in particular a hospital bed.
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Claim(s) searched incompletely:
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Reason for the limitation of the search:

The set of claims as a whole is formulated in such a way that it is not
clear which are the technical features making up the invention and which
features are considered essential to its definition.

The preamble of claim 1 only contains statements as to the suitability of
the holder for certain actions (for holding clampingly a flat object;
adapted to be fixed clampingly) and its characterising feature relates to
the aesthetics of the holder, aesthetic creations not being considered
patentable inventions.

Claim 2 similarly attempts to define its subject-matter by the result to
be achieved (fixing clampingly to a structure at the foot of a bed)
without providing the features necessary to achieve this result.

Claims 3-5 attempt to define the holder by means of reference to itself.
In essence they state "holder provided with a clamp which forms a whole
with the holder". From this formulation it is derived that in fact the
clamp is not part of the claimed houder as it is provided "with" it. As a
result any details pertaining to the clamp do not further specify the
holder.

The same applies to claim 6.

Claim 7 again defines the holder by means of the result to be achieved,
namely fixation on a horizontal bar of a structure, without providing the
necessary features.

Claims 10 to 12 again relate to the aesthetic features, which cannot
form the basis of an inventive step.

It appears that claim 13 merely claims for there to be a space somewhere
in the holder. It is not clear whether the battery and connected Tight
source, loudspeaker and drive means are part of the claimed invention.

The characterizing portion of claim 14, again contains only an aesthetic
feature, which cannot form the basis of an inventive step.

As a result of the above clarity problems a large part of the claims in
essence consist only of a "holder" in which case most any document takes
away the novelty of these claims.

Moreover, when considering some type of wording of the claims that would
have at least incorporated the features of the clamp, battery etc. into
the holder, and would have reflected the holders as depicted in the
figures, those claims would have been non-unitary as they relate to

- different solutions (i.e. resilient clamp versus tiltably connected
clamp part) to a very well known problem (clamp assembly), the problem no
longer able to provide the inventive link between the different
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solutions, as well as to
- different problems such as an alternate construction to accomodate a

battery, or an additional element to the clamp

Due to the wording of the claims in terms of the desired result to be
achieved as well as in terms of self-reference (such that it becomes
unclear which features are part of the clamp and which are not), it was
not possible to determine in which combination of features the applicant
sees an invention and which features are considered essential to the
definition of the invention.

Thus it was not clear which combination of features was to be searched.
As a result, the search was limited to a holder of the type roughly as
depicted in figures 1 and 2.
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