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(54) Device and method for displaying objects
(57)  The presentinvention is related to an improved
device fixed upon a bracket or a rack and to method for
displaying first objects in a store or a shop. The device
comprises a rod, a holder for said one or more objects
and securing means wherein the rod is interposed be-
tween the holder and the securing means and the secur-
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ing means are arranged for securing said device to the
bracket. The securement of the device of the invention
to the bracket is such that the device is arranged to run
parallel to the bracket and to project from the bracket and
preferably from the rack. The invention provides also a
method of displaying one or more first objects in close
proximity of one or more second objects.
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Description

DEVICE AND METHOD FOR DISPLAYING OBJECTS

Field of the Invention

[0001] The presentinvention is related to an improved
device to be fixed upon a bracket or arack and to methods
using said device for displaying objects the consumer in
a store, a shop, etc.

State of the Art

[0002] Racks which comprise brackets for displaying
objects are known in the art. The brackets are mounted
into the rack and project from a distal, back plane of the
rack. Known brackets already used for displaying objects
in store are typically fully comprised within the rack and
do not project out of the rack. They run along the direction
of rack depth (i.e. perpendicular to the front or back plane
of the rack). These brackets are used either to support
shelves or to hang objects on the brackets.

[0003] In the case that the bracket is used as support
for shelves, objects may be displayed on the shelves.
These objects are arranged on the shelf, along the plane
of the shelf. Objects for display may also be hung directly
on the bracket. The hung objects hence are disposed in
an orderly fashion one behind the other, parallel to the
bracket.

[0004] Such racks and brackets find useful application
in stores, shops, etc. for displaying objects for sale. Typ-
ically, objects of the same kind are grouped for display,
e.g. all types of coffee sold or all types of tooth brushes
sold are displayed close to each other. However, some-
times it may be useful to have displayed in the neigh-
bourhood of those objects of one kind, also related ob-
jects. By way of example, it may be useful to have dis-
played close to some food products also dedicated tools
for preparing or handling said food products, e.g. oven
gloves or spatulas close to frozen meals for preparing in
an oven. Such an arrangement would improve a custom-
er's shopping comfort, as he/she would not have to
search further to find those related objects, which typi-
cally are displayed in a totally different part of the store
or shop. such an arrangement may also help the cus-
tomer in acquiring tools which would improve the comfort
of use of said objects of one kind.

[0005] One solution might be to display those related
objects in the same rack, next to or in close proximity of
the objects to which they relate. However, in some cases
this leads to quite clumsy display arrangements, as some
of those related objects may have to be hung, while other
may have to be arranged on a shelf, or when the objects
are of disparate size.

Aims of the Invention

[0006] The presentinvention aimsto provide a solution
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to the problem present in the prior art. The present in-
vention aims to provide a device that does not present
the drawbacks of the device of the state of the art and
for orderly displaying in close proximity objects and re-
lated objects.

[0007] The present invention also aims to provide a
method of orderly arrangement of objects and related
objects in close proximity of each other. The method of
the invention provides an alternative for and improves on
methods of displaying objects of the prior art.

Summary of the Invention

[0008] In order to put the method of the invention into
practice, there is provided a device, for displaying one or
more objects in front of a rack, this rack comprising a
bracket. The device of the invention comprises a rod, a
holder for said one or more objects and securing means.
The rod is interposed between the holder and the secur-
ing means and the securing means are arranged for se-
curing said device to the bracket. The securement of the
device of the invention to the bracket is such that the
device is arranged to run in a plane that is essentially
parallel to the plane of bracket and to project from the
bracket and preferably from the rack.

[0009] Preferably, the securing means comprise a
crook, which is arranged for engaging with an underside
of the bracket.

[0010] Preferably, the securing means comprise a
hook arranged for engaging with a pin provided at a prox-
imal end of and transverse to said bracket.

[0011] Preferably, the device of the invention compris-
es second securing means arranged for securing the de-
vice to the rack. More preferably, said second securing
means comprise one or more pins arranged for engaging
with one or more apertures (troles) in a bar of the rack,
this bar being preferably positioned in front of said brack-
et. Even more preferably, said one or more pins are ar-
ranged for fitting snugly into said one or more apertures
(troles).

[0012] Preferably, the device of the invention is formed
of one light but resistant unitary rod, preferably made of
metal (steel), plastic or composite material (such as glass
fiber).

[0013] Preferably, the holder of said device is arranged
for securing a belt for displaying said one or more first
objects. More preferably, said one or more first objects
are arranged on said belt in a direction essentially per-
pendicular to the direction of arrangement of one or more
second objects present in the rack.

[0014] According to another aspect of the invention,
there is provided a method of displaying one or more first
objects in close proximity of one or more second objects,
the method comprising the steps of: arranging said one
or more second objects in a rack and arranging said one
or more first objects in front of said rack and wherein said
one or more first objects are arranged in a direction es-
sentially perpendicular to the main direction of arrange-
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ment of said one or more second objects, preferably by
an arrangement of these first objects upon the surface
of a belt, by securing this belt upon the holder of device
of the invention which is fixed upon a bracket fixed to a
rack or directly upon the rack.

[0015] The arrangement of the first objects, may re-
main undisturbed in the rack and the second objects,
related to the first objects may be displayed in close prox-
imity of these first objects. Hence, both these first and
the second objects are within range of vision of a person.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0016] Figure 1 represents a first embodiment of the
device of the invention.

[0017] Figure 2 represents the mounting of the device
of figure 1 on a bracket (the extremity of the brackets
opposed to the other extremity of the brackets fixed to
the rack 32).

[0018] Figure 3 represents a profile of a rack.

[0019] Figure 4 represents a second embodiment of
the device of the invention.

[0020] Figure 5 represents the mounting of the device
of figure 1 on a bracket.

Detailed Description of the Invention

[0021] The invention is now described with reference
to particular preferred embodiments presented as non
limitary illustration of the invention. A first embodiment is
depicted in figure 1. The device 10 according to the in-
vention comprises a holder 11, securing means 13 and
a rod 12 connecting the holder and the securing means.
The securing means allow to secure the device 10 to a
bracket 20, as shown in figure 2. This rod can be made
with various light resistant and recyclable elements such
as a metal rod, a plastic rod etc.

[0022] Therefore, the securing means 13 comprise a
crook 132. Crook 132 has a U-shape. When the device
10 is mounted on the bracket 20, crook 132 fits around
the underside of bracket 20. When a (downward) force
is applied at the holder 11 (e.g. the weight of the first
objects hung on the holder), bracket 20 exerts a (down-
ward) force on crook 132, which to a certain extent may
counterbalance the force applied at holder 11.

[0023] Additionally, bracket 20 is usually provided with
apin 21, running transversely to the bracket and provided
ata proximal end (the extremity opposed to the extremity
fixed upon the rack (32)of the bracket 20. Pin 21 is usually
provided in brackets of the prior art for holding product
identification tags, price tags, etc. The present embodi-
ment of device 10 makes suitable use of pin 21 as an
additional securing location. A hook 131 fits around pin
21. The hook is mounted around pin 21 at one end, while
at the other end of pin 21, a rod 14 passes over the pin
and rests on it. Pin 21 may also be seen as a hinge,
around which device 10 may be made to pivot. Hence,
crook 132 abuts at its one end on hook 131 and at its
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otherendonrod 14, which provides connection with other
elements of device 10. A rod 133 connects crook 132
with hook 131.

[0024] The device 10 has been specifically adapted
for the case in which a metal profile of the rack 32 passes
in front of the bracket 20. Typically, the racks 32 used in
stores are formed by metal profiles 30 provided with ap-
ertures 31, such as shown in figure 3. The apertures 31
are used as anchoring points of other bars, tags, etc. For
the case of device 10, it is assumed that a profile 30 also
runs horizontally, in front of the bracket 20. In that case,
the apertures 31 may be used as additional anchoring
points for securing device 10. Therefore, device 10 com-
prises two pins 15, which are arranged to fitinto apertures
31. Rod 14 provides a connection between crook 132
and a pin 15. The two pins 15 are arranged sideways to
each other. Pins 15 provide an additional means for se-
curing the device 10, in this case to the rack onto which
bracket 20 is mounted.

[0025] These Pins 15 are soformed such as to fit snug-
ly into the apertures 31, providing an additional fixation
of device 10. Link 16 between the two pins 15 is arranged
to rest on the metal profile 30 and therefore supports,
additionally to crook 132, a force applied at holder 11.
Pins 15 are so formed as to fix the device 10 to the rack,
such that relative movement with reference to the rack
is minimized. While the securing by hook 131 and crook
132 still allows some kind of relative motion between de-
vice 10 and bracket 20, the snug fitting of pins 15 into
apertures 31 removes that possibility to a large extent.
[0026] A Rod 12 connects one of the pins 15 with the
holder 11. The holder 11 has preferably the shape of a
hook onto which one or more objects may be hung. Al-
ternatively, holder 11 may hold a belt and objects may
be hung on said belt. By so doing the objects may be
displayed vertically, one below the other, along the belt.
[0027] The mounting and securing of the device 10
onto bracket 20 is such thatthe rod 12 is arranged parallel
to the bracket 20, and projects beyond the bracket 20, in
a longitudinal direction. As the rod 12 is arranged at the
other side of the pins 15 than the securing means 13, the
rod 12 with the holder 11 are arranged to project out of
the rack. Hence, objects held by the holder 11 will be
positioned at an outer side of the rack 32 (in front of the
rack, from the viewpoint of a person). According to a pre-
ferred embodiment, this belt is made of at least two
(three) parts linked together by attaching means such as
a series of rings.

[0028] According to a preferred embodiment this belt
is made of at least 2 or 3 parts, linked together by attach-
ing means such as a series of rings. This configuration
of the belt allows its easy handling before its fixation upon
the bracket.

[0029] Furthermore, the objects present on the belt are
fixed two its surface by their means which are for in-
stance, adapted to be integrated into holes performed in
the surface of the belt.

[0030] The device 10 is so formed as to be easily
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mountable on bracket 20, but nevertheless it is arranged
to be removable from bracket 20. In the present embod-
iment, the device 10 is advantageously formed by one
single light and resistant rod, of metal or of plastic, which
is bent in the shape shown in figure 1. Manufacturing of
such a device is hence made easy. Moreover, the shape
of the device 10 may easily be adapted to the particular
geometry and dimensions of different bracket/rack com-
binations.

[0031] Figure 4 shows a second embodiment 40 of the
device of the invention. Similarly to the described device
10, the device 40 comprises a holder 41, securing means
43 and a rod 42 between the holder and the securing
means. These securing means 43 comprise a hook 431
and a crook 432 with similar functionalities as the hook
131 and the crook 132 of the device 10. Compared to
the device 10, however, the rod 133 is absent in the de-
vice 40 and the hook 431 is shifted towards the crook
432. In this embodiment the hook 431 and the crook 432
are merged.

[0032] The device 40 may be used in conjunction with
the bracket 50 illustrated in the figure 5. The bracket 50
comprises an upper arm 51, a pin 52 at the proximal
abutment of the arm 51 and a lower arm 53. Typically,
the lower arm 53 is used to hang objects on, while the
arm 51 supports the pin 52 onto which a product or price
tagis provided. The securing means 43 additionally com-
prise a loop 434 for engaging with the pin 52. Both hook
431 and loop 434 are arranged to engage with the pin
52, each at a different side of the upperarm 51. The crook
432 links the hook 431 with the loop 434. The loop 434
abuts on the rod 44, which connects the securing means
43 with the pins 45. Pins 45 have the same functionality
as the pins 15 of the previous embodiment.

[0033] Similar to the device 10, the device 40 may be
formed out of a unitary rod by different bending opera-
tions. The devices 10 and 40 are preferably made of met-
al, such as steel. The positioning of the device 40 with
reference to the bracket 50 and the rack is similar to that
of the device 10.

[0034] The pins 15 and 45 provide a snug fitting into
apertures 31 of the profiles of the rack 32, but that kind
of fitting is not a necessary feature. Likewise, only one
pin instead of two may be provided, without taking away
the functionality of the device 10 or 40. The pins 15 and
45 increase the comfort of use (multiple uses) of the de-
vice of the invention.

[0035] The presentinvention equally provides a meth-
od of displaying different kind of objects close to each
other, e.g. related objects. Objects of one kind (second
objects) are displayed in a rack, such as arranged on a
shelf or hung on a bracket. Those objects of one kind
(second objects) are arranged essentially in a plane of
the rack, i.e. a horizontal plane, parallel to the shelf or
along the bracket. Objects of another kind (first objects)
are displayed in front of said rack, in close proximity of
said objects of one kind. Those objects of another kind
(first objects) may be arranged vertically, i.e. along a di-
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rection perpendicular to the direction or plane in which
objects within the rack (second objects) are arranged.

[0036] The device and method of the invention may be
used for displaying objects or goods in a store or a shop.

Claims

1. Adevice (10, 40) for displaying one or more first ob-
jects in front of a rack (32), the said rack (32) com-
prising a bracket (20, 50), wherein said device com-
prises a rod (12, 42), a holder (11, 41) for said one
or more first objects and securing means (13, 43),
wherein the rod (12) (42) is interposed between the
holder and the securing means and wherein the se-
curing means are arranged for securing said device
to the bracket.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein the first
securing means comprise a crook (132, 432), the
crook arranged for engaging with an underside of
the bracket.

3. The device according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the
first securing means comprise a hook (131, 431) ar-
ranged for engaging with a pin (21, 52) provided at
a proximal end of and transverse to said bracket.

4. The device according to any one of the preceding
claims, further comprising second securing means
(15, 45) arranged for securing the device to the rack.

5. The device according to claim 4, wherein said sec-
ond securing means comprise one or more pins ar-
ranged for engaging with one or more apertures (31)
in a bar of the rack (32), said bar being preferably
positioned in front of said bracket.

6. The device according to claim 5, wherein said one
or more pins are arranged for fitting snugly into said
one or more apertures.

7. The device according to any one of the preceding
claims, which is formed of one unitary rod, preferably
made of metal.

8. The device according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the holder is arranged for securing
a belt for displaying said one or more first objects.

9. The device of claim 8, wherein the one or more first
objects are arranged on the beltin a direction essen-
tially perpendicular to the direction of arrangement
of one or more second objects present in the rack.

10. A method of displaying one or more first objects in
close proximity of one or more second objects, the
method comprising the steps of: arranging said one
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or more second objects in a rack and arranging said
one or more first objects in front of said rack and
wherein said one or more first objects are arranged

in a direction essentially perpendicular to the main
direction of arrangement of said one or more second 5
objects.
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