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(54)  Starter

(57)  Astarter (1) has a built-in shock absorbing unit
(9) in which gaps (A, A-1) are formed in an axial direction
between an outer periphery of a ring drive (45) and an
outer periphery of a ring spacer (47), and gaps (B, B-1)
are formed in a diameter direction between the outer pe-
riphery of the ring spacer (47) and an outer periphery of
aring drive (46). Even if grease flows out toward the gaps

(A, A-1) in the axial direction from a dumber space by
centrifugal force of rotation of an output shaft (6) of the
starter (1), it is possible to prevent the grease from being
scattered or flying out to the outside of the unit (9) through
the gap (A, A-1) because the outside in the diameter di-
rection of the gaps (A, A-1) is covered with an outer pe-
ripheral wall (47a) of the ring spacer (47).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-4

Starter with shock absorbing unit having gaps between outer
periphery of the cases

2. claims: 5-12

Starter with shock absorbing unit having concave part in a
sliding surface of one of the cases
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