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Description

[0001] Thisinvention relates to asign, and in particular
to a sign which can be erected, for example temporarily,
to display information or provide warnings to passers by,
for example to passing pedestrians.

[0002] Warning signs of this nature have typically been
of one piece, metal or plastics material construction. One-
piece signs are advantageous in that they tend to be ro-
bust and cannot be dismantled. However, they tend to
be expensive to manufacture, in part because the entire
sign has to be manufactured from good quality material,
and they are also difficult to store and transport efficiently
as they occupy a relatively large amount of space. Two
part arrangements have been developed which over-
come some of the disadvantages associated with one-
piece signs. However, they usually take the form of a
base and an upright that simply slots into the base. This
construction, although being less costly to make and sim-
pler to store and transport, can easily be dismantled by
passers-by. Consequently, adequate warning may no
longer be provided.

[0003] According to the present invention there is pro-
vided a sign comprising a base and a sign component
arranged to be supported, in use, by the base, and a lock
arrangement operable to secure the sign component to
the base.

[0004] It will be appreciated that many of the afore-
mentioned benefits of a two-piece sign construction can
be achieved with such an arrangement whilst the risk of
disassembly of the sign is reduced.

[0005] The lock arrangement conveniently comprises
a snap-fit lock arrangement. Preferably the lock arrange-
ment includes a flexible tongue associated with the sign
component and adapted to engage the base in a snap-
fitmanner. The tongue preferably includes a bearing por-
tion arranged such that depression thereof deflects the
tongue. The bearing portion preferably comprises a pro-
jection provided on the tongue and located above the
base when the sign component is secured to the base.
The projection is preferably of convex form.

[0006] The lock arrangementis conveniently such that
it is not obvious to a passer-by thus casual or unauthor-
ised dismantling of the sign is reduced.

[0007] The base may be of moulded form, moulded
from a recycled plastics material. The sign component
may be of moulded form, moulded from a virgin or higher
grade plastics material. The sign component may com-
prise a support upon which a separate display panel can
be carried.

[0008] The invention will further be described, by way
of example, with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating a sign in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

Figure 2 is a perspective view showing the underside
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of the sign;
Figure 3 is an exploded view; and
Figures 4 to 7 illustrate some modifications.

[0009] Referring to the accompanying drawings there
is illustrated a sign of moulded plastics construction and
of two-piece of form. The sign comprises a base 10 and
a sign component 12, the sign component 12 being sup-
ported and secured to the base 10, in use. As illustrated,
the sign component 12 comprises a display portion 14
which in the illustrated embodiment is of generally trian-
gular shape, but it will be appreciated that the display
portion 14 could be of a range of other shapes. The dis-
play portion 14, in use, carries a message or illustrations
to be displayed to passers-by. The display portion 14 is
integrally formed with aleg 16. The leg 16 is of bifurcated
form, defining first and second leg regions 18, 20 which
extend parallel to one another and are spaced apart from
one another. The regions 18, 20 of the leg 16 are receiv-
able, in use, within an opening 22 formed in the base 10,
the opening 22 and regions 18, 20, being shaped such
that, in use, the sign component 12 is firmly supported
by the base 10 in an upright configuration. As best illus-
trated in Figure 3, the regions 18, 20 are each formed
with an outwardly projecting flange 24 which, in use, sits
upon the upper surface of the base 10 adjacent the open-
ing 22, thereby limiting the distance by which the regions
18, 20 can be introduced into the opening 22.

[0010] Although the display position 14 and leg 16 are
integral with one another, they may be formed as sepa-
rate components, for example as shown in Figure 4. In
the Figure 4 arrangement, the display portion 14 and leg
16 are secured to one another by projections 14a formed
on the display portion 14 passing through openings 16a
formed on the leg 16, and by means of other features
14b formed on the display portion, but it will be appreci-
ated that other techniques may be used. The formation
of the sign component 12 in two part form in this manner
allows different materials to be used for these parts. For
example, the leg 16 can be of a material of increased
strength. If desired, the display portion 14 may be man-
ufactured using recycled materials. Further, manufacture
may be simplified by being able to manufacture a stand-
ard leg 16 to fit a range of different shapes and/or sizes
of display portion 14.

[0011] As illustrated, the base 10 is shaped to define
four feet 26 which are spaced apart from one another by
a relatively large distance, thus enhancing the stability
ofthe sign. The base 10 is further provided with openings
28 to assist a user in moving the base 10. The base 10
is of domed form and thus is able to accommodate bumps
or unevenness in the surface upon which the sign is to
be erected.

[0012] The sign is provided with a lock arrangement
30 whereby the sign component 12 can be secured to
the base 10. The lock arrangement 30 comprises a
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tongue 32 integrally formed with the leg 16 and located
between the regions 18, 20. The tongue 32 is capable of
deflecting relative to the regions 18, 20 and is shaped,
adjacent its lower end, define a ramped surface 34 which
terminates at a generally horizontal surface 36. The
shaping of the tongue 32 is such upon introduction of the
regions 18, 20 into the opening 22, the tongue 32 is de-
flected by the engagement of the ramped surface 34 with
the edge of the opening 22. Such deflection of the tongue
32 will continue until the sign component 12 is fully intro-
duced into the opening 22 at which point the flanges 24
engage the upper surface of the base 10. Once this po-
sition is reached, the inherent resilience of the tongue 32
will result in the tongue 32 returning to its initial, rest po-
sition in which, as illustrated in Figure 2, the tongue 32
co-operates with an abutment surface 38 provided on
the underside of the base 10 thereby securing the sign
component 12 to the base 10 in a snap-fit type manner.
As illustrated in Figure 1, it is not obvious to passers-by
viewing the sign how the sign component 12 is secured
to the base 10, thus the risk of unauthorised or casual
removal of the sign component 12 from the base 10 is
reduced.

[0013] To release the sign component 12 from the
base 10, the tongue 32 is deflected by applying an ap-
propriate force or loading to a projecting bearing portion
40 of the tongue 32, located above the base 10. Such
deflection of the tongue 32 releases the engagement be-
tween the surface 36 and the abutment surface 38 wher-
eon lifting of the sign component 12 away from the base
is permitted. The loading applied to the bearing surface
40 is conveniently applied by the user using his foot, how-
ever, this need not always be the case.

[0014] Figure 5 illustrates a modification in which the
base 10 is formed with openings 50 arranged to receive
anchorage pegs 52 to allow the base 10 to be secured
in position. Each opening 50 is conveniently designed so
as to hold or accommodate the associated in an angled
configuration, further enhancing the securing of the base
10 against movement. The peg 52 is conveniently of
moulded plastics form, but it will be appreciated that this
need not be the case.

[0015] Figure 6 is a view of part of the underside of the
base 10 of a modification. In the arrangement shown in
Figure 6, the strengthening ribs 60 provided on the base
are positioned to as to allow ballast blocks 62 (also shown
in Figure 7) to be secured beneath the base 10, reducing
the risk on undesired movement of the base 10, whilst
avoiding the use of sandbags or the like. The provision
of such ballastblocks 62 is advantageous in that it permits
the base 10 itself to be of relatively lightweight form, by
being of relatively thin walled construction. Itis envisaged
that the base 10 will be of wall thickness approximately
10mm, and of weight approximately 3kg. Relatively high
quality materials can be used, and moulding can be quick
and economic. The ballast blocks 62 are conveniently of
low cost material, for example making use of recycled
materials, and can be permanently secured in position,
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if desired, although other mounting techniques may be
used. Preferably, the ballast blocks 62 still permit com-
pact stacking of the bases 10 for storage or transporta-
tion.

[0016] It willbe appreciated that the sign of the present
invention has a number of advantages compared to typ-
ical arrangements. Firstly, as the sign is of two-part con-
struction, the base 10 and sign component 12 when dis-
assembled occupy a relatively small amount of space,
thus storage and transportation of the sign is simplified.
Further, the sign component 12 and the base 10 can be
constructed from different materials. It is envisaged that
the base 10 be moulded from a re-cycled plastics material
whilst the sign component 12 can be manufactured from
a higher grade material which may be coloured or may
be suitable for having the warning message to be dis-
played printed thereon. Additionally, as mentioned here-
inbefore, the risk of casual or unauthorised dismantling
of the sign is reduced.

[0017] It will be appreciated that a wide range of mod-
ifications and alterations may be made to the arrange-
ment described hereinbefore without departing from the
scope of the invention.

Claims

1. Assign comprising a base (10) and a sign component
(12) arranged to be supported, in use, by the base
(10), and alock arrangement (30) operable to secure
the sign component (12) to the base (10).

2. A sign according to Claim 1, wherein the lock ar-
rangement (30) comprises a snap-fit lock arrange-
ment.

3. A sign according to Claim 2, wherein the lock ar-
rangement (30) includes a flexible tongue (32) as-
sociated with the sign component (12) and adapted
to engage the base (10) in a snap-fit manner.

4. Asign according to Claim 3, wherein the tongue (32)
includes a bearing portion (40) arranged such that
depression thereof deflects the tongue (32).

5. A sign according to Claim 4, wherein the bearing
portion (40) is located above the base (10) when the
sign is assembled, in use.

6. A sign according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the lock arrangement (30) is arranged such
that it is not obvious to a passer-by how to release
the sign component from the base.

7. A sign according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the sign component (12) includes anintegral
display portion (14).
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A sign according to any of Claims 1 to 6, wherein the
sign component (12) carries a separate display por-
tion (14).

A sign according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the base (10) is of moulded form, moulded
from a recycled plastics material.

A sign according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the sign component (12) is of moulded form,
moulded from a virgin or higher grade plastics ma-
terial.
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