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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a base for an
elongate supporting element, comprising a vessel-like
body which can be filled with a bulk or liquid ballast ma-
terial, the said vessel-like body being provided with a
reclosable aperture for the introduction of the said ballast
material and with connecting means for connection to
the said elongate supporting element in such a way as
to fix it to the said vessel-like body.

[0002] The use of such ballastable bases is known for
holding erect parasols and sports apparatus, such as
baskets for basketball or poles for volleyball nets, in cas-
es where it is desired to use such articles without having
to use holes or other permanent fixing systems in the
ground.

[0003] DocumentNL A 9401555 discloses a base hav-
ing the features of the preamble of claim 1.

[0004] The object of the present invention is to provide
a base for a supporting pole which can be used for dif-
ferent applications, and which can be adapted to different
requirements for use.

[0005] Accordingly, the invention proposes a base for
a supporting pole of the type defined above, character-
ized in that the said vessel-like body comprises a main
vessel-like body and a secondary vessel-like body which
are separate from each other and which can both be filled
with the said ballast material, in which the said main ves-
sel-like body has a filling volume and a bearing surface
greater than the filling volume and bearing surface, re-
spectively, of the secondary vessel-like body, and the
said connecting means are formed on the said secondary
vessel-like body, the said main vessel-like body having
a seat for the mounting of the said secondary vessel-like
body.

[0006] Preferred embodiments of the invention are de-
fined in the dependent claims.

[0007] The invention also proposes a volleyball net
comprising a base according to the invention, and a soc-
cer goal comprising a base according to the invention.
[0008] Apreferred, butnon-limiting, embodiment ofthe
invention will now be described, with reference to the
attached drawings, in which:

- Figure 1 is a perspective view of a ballastable base
according to the present invention;

- Figure 2 is a plan view of the ballastable base of Fig.
1

- Figure 3 is a view in lateral elevation of the ballasta-
ble base of Fig. 1;

- Figure 4 is a partial perspective view of a volleyball
or tennis net provided with the ballastable base of
Fig. 1;

- Figure 5 is a perspective view of a soccer or field
handball goal provided with the ballastable base of
Fig. 1;

- Figures 53, 5b, 5¢c and 5d show details of the assem-
bly of the goal of Fig. 5; and
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- Figure 6 is a perspective view of a basketball basket
provided with the ballastable base of Fig. 1.

[0009] Figure 1 shows a ballastable base 10 according
to the invention. This base 10 comprises a plurality of
vessel-like bodies assembled in a separable way. In par-
ticular, the base 10 comprises a main vessel-like body
20, which can be filled with a bulk or liquid ballast material,
for example water, sand or the like. The main vessel-like
body 20 has a substantially parallelepipedal overall
shape with rounded corners, and is preferably made from
plastics. It has an aperture with a cap or plug 21, shown
in Figures 2 and 3, enabling the main body 20 to be filled
with the ballast material.

[0010] A pair of wheels 22 is mounted on one end of
the main vessel-like body 20, these wheels being posi-
tioned and designed in such a way that, when the main
body 20 bears on the ground with its bearing surface 23,
the lower peripheral portion of the wheels 22 is at the
same height as, or higher than, the bearing surface 23.
On the other hand, when the main vessel-like body 20,
and consequently the bearing surface 23, are inclined
with respect to the ground, the wheels 22 are the only
part of the base 10 in contact with the ground. This ar-
rangement makes it possible, on the one hand, to move
the base 10 easily when it is not in use, and, on the other
hand, to prevent this movement when the base 10 is in
its condition for use, in other words with the bearing sur-
face 23 bearing on the ground.

[0011] The base 10 also comprises a plurality of sec-
ondary vessel-like bodies 30 which can be mounted on
the main vessel-like body 20. Each secondary vessel-
like body 30 can be filled with a bulk or liquid ballast ma-
terial, for example water, sand, or the like. Each second-
ary vessel-like body 30 is substantially C-shaped, when
viewed from the side (as shown in Fig. 3), and is prefer-
ably made from plastics. Each secondary body 30 has
an aperture with a cap or plug 31, enabling the secondary
body 30 to be filled with the ballast material.

[0012] Each secondary body 30 comprises a substan-
tially vertical main portion 32 and upper and lower hori-
zontally projecting bracket portions 33 and 34 at its ends.
Through holes 35 and 36 are formed in the bracket por-
tions 33 and 34 respectively, and are positioned in align-
ment with each other.

[0013] Each secondary body 30 is coupled to a corre-
sponding lateral face 24 of the main body 20. The sec-
ondary vessel-like body 30 also has afilling volume which
is smaller than the filling volume of the main vessel-like
body 20, and a ground bearing surface 38 which is small-
er than the bearing surface 23 of the main vessel-like
body 20.

[0014] Figures 2 and 3 show the main body 20 of the
base 10 with only one of the secondary bodies 30, de-
tached from the main body 20. As shown in these draw-
ings, each lateral face 24 of the main body 20 has a ver-
tical channel 25 with a cross section shaped, for example,
in the form of a dovetail. This channel 25 is engaged by
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a corresponding coupling surface 37 of the correspond-
ing secondary body 30, shaped in a complementary way,
so as to provide a positive coupling between the channel
25 of the main body 20 and the coupling surface 37 of
the secondary body 30. Thus each of the channels 25
provides a seat for the corresponding secondary body
30, into which the coupling surface 37 of the secondary
body 30isinserted by slidingitin the longitudinal direction
of the channel 25.

[0015] Figure 4 shows a volleyball or tennis net R pro-
vided with the ballastable base 10 according to the in-
vention. As shown in this drawing, the base 10 comprises
the main body 20 and a secondary body 30 fitted on to
it. A pole 40 for supporting the net R is inserted into the
aligned through holes 35 and 36 of the secondary body
30, in such a way that it is fixed to the ballastable base
10. The net R is connected to the supporting pole 40 by
means of ties T, which in turn are connected to the pole
40 by means of clamps 41.

[0016] Figure 5 shows a soccer or handball goal G
provided with the ballastable base 10 according to the
invention. As shown in this drawing, the base 10 com-
prises the main body 20 and a secondary body 30 fitted
on to it. This goal G comprises a cross-piece G1 and a
pair of poles G2 and G3, which are connected to the
cross-piece G1 in a conventional way. Each of the poles
G2 and G3 is connected at its opposite end to the bal-
lastable base 10, by means of upper and lower supporting
elements 50 and 60. In use, the lower supporting ele-
ments 60 are positioned so that they bear on the ground,
and connect the lower ends of the poles G2 and G3 rigidly
to the lower bracket portion 34 of the secondary body 30.
In particular, as shown in Figs. 5a and 5b, the lower sup-
porting elements 60 are connected to the poles G2, G3
by means of L-shaped push-in connecting elements 61,
and are connected to the lower bracket portion 34 of the
secondary body 30 by means of a push-in connecting
element 62 with three branches, one branch of which is
inserted into the hole 36 of the bracket portion 34. In use,
the upper supporting elements 50 are positioned so that
they are inclined with respect to the ground, and connect
the upper ends of the poles G2 and G3 rigidly to the upper
bracket portion 33 of the secondary body 30. In particular,
as shown in Figs. 5¢ and 5d, the upper supporting ele-
ments 50 are connected to the poles G2, G3 and to the
cross-piece G1 by means of push-in connecting ele-
ments 64 with three branches each, and are connected
to the upper bracket portion 33 of the secondary body 30
by means of a push-in connecting element 65 with three
branches, one branch of which is inserted into the hole
35 of the bracket portion 33.

[0017] Figure 6 shows a basketball basket B provided
with the ballastable base 10 according to the invention.
As shown in this drawing, the base 10 comprises the
main body 20 and a secondary body 30 fitted on it. A
column 70 for the basket B is inserted into the aligned
through holes 35 and 36 of the secondary body 30, in
such a way that it is fixed to the ballastable base 10.
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[0018] Clearly, with a ballastable base according to the
invention it is possible to modify the weight of the base
as required, simply by varying the number of secondary
bodies 30 mounted on the main body 20, or by varying
the level of filling of each body.

[0019] Moreover, since the secondary body is provid-
ed with the connecting means for mounting a correspond-
ing supporting element, itis possible to connect a plurality
of poles and/or supporting elements to the base simul-
taneously, if a plurality of secondary bodies is provided
for mounting on the main body.

[0020] Naturally, the principle of the invention remain-
ing the same, the details of construction and forms of
embodiment can be varied as defined in dependent
claims without thereby departing from the scope of the
invention.

Claims

1. Abase (10) for an elongate supporting element (40;
50, 60; 70), comprising a vessel-like body (20, 30)
which can be filled with a bulk or liquid ballast mate-
rial, the said vessel-like body being provided with a
reclosable aperture (21, 31) for the introduction of
the said ballast material, and with connecting means
(35, 36) which can be connected to the said elongate
supporting element in such a way as to fix it to the
said vessel-like body, the said vessel-like body com-
prising a main vessel-like body (20) and a secondary
vessel-like body (30) which are separate from each
other and which can both be filled with the said ballast
material, the said main vessel-like body having a
seat (25) for the mounting of the said secondary ves-
sel-like body, characterized in that the said main
vessel-like body has a filling volume and a bearing
surface (23) which are greater than the filling volume
and the bearing surface (38) respectively of the sec-
ondary vessel-like body, and the said connecting
means are formed on the said secondary vessel-like
body.

2. Abase according to Claim 1, in which the main ves-
sel-like body (20) has a substantially parallelepi-
pedal overall shape with rounded corners, and is
made from plastics.

3. Abaseaccordingto Claim 2, in which a pair of wheels
(22) is mounted on one end of the main vessel-like
body (20), these wheels being positioned and de-
signed in such a way that, when the main body (20)
bears on the ground with its bearing surface (23),
the lower peripheral portion of the wheels (22) is at
the same height as, or higher than, the bearing sur-
face (23).

4. Abase according to any one of the preceding claims,
in which the said main vessel-like body has a plurality
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of lateral faces (24) designed to be coupled to cor-
responding secondary vessel-like bodies.

Abase according to any one of the preceding claims,
in which the said seat is made in the form of a vertical
channel (25) with a shaped cross section, and the
said secondary vessel-like body has a coupling sur-
face (37) shaped in a complementary way with re-
spect to the said channel, in such a way as to provide
a positive coupling between the channel (25) of the
main vessel-like body (20) and the coupling surface
(37) of the secondary vessel-like body (30).

Abase according to any one of the preceding claims,
in which the said secondary vessel-like body (30) is
substantially C-shaped when viewed from the side,
and is made from plastics.

A base according to Claim 6, in which the said sec-
ondary vessel-like body (30) comprises a substan-
tially vertical main portion (32), and upper and lower
horizontally projecting bracket portions (33, 34) atits
ends, corresponding through holes (35, 36) being
formed in these bracket portions in alignment with
each other and being provided as connecting means
for the mounting of the said supporting element.

A volleyball or tennis net (R), comprising a base ac-
cording to any one of the preceding claims and a
pole (40) for supporting the net, the said supporting
pole (40) being fixed to said base.

Football or handball goal (G), comprising a base ac-
cording to Claim 6, and a cross-piece (G1) and a pair
of poles (G2,G3), in which each of the poles (G2,
G3) is connected at its opposite ends to said base,
by means of upper and lower supporting elements
(50, 60), and in which the lower supporting elements
(60) are positioned to bear on the ground, and con-
nect the lower ends of the poles (G2, G3) rigidly to
the lower bracket portion (34) of the secondary body
(30), while the upper supporting elements (50) are
positioned so that they are inclined with respect to
the ground, and connect the upper ends of the poles
(G2, G3) rigidly to the upper bracket portion (33) of
the secondary vessel-like body (30).

A basketball basket (B), comprising a base accord-
ing to any one of Claims 1 to 7 and a column (70)
for the basket, the said column (70) being fixed to
said base.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Basis (10) fir ein langliches Tragerelement (40; 50;
60; 70), umfassend einen gefaRahnlichen Korper
(20, 30), der mit Schittgut- oder Flussigballastma-
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terial beflllt werden kann, wobei genannter
gefalRahnlicher Kérper mit einer wiederverschliel3-
baren Offnung (21, 31) zum Einfiillen genannten Bal-
lastmaterials versehen ist sowie mit Verbindungs-
mitteln (35, 36), die mit genanntem langlichen Tra-
gerelement in einer solchen Weise verbunden wer-
den kdnnen, dass sie dieses an genanntem gefai3-
ahnlichen Korper befestigen, wobei genannter gefa-
Rahnlicher Korper einen gefalRadhnlichen Hauptkor-
per (20) und einen sekundaren gefalRahnlichen Kor-
per (30) umfasst, die voneinander getrennt sind und
die beide mit genanntem Ballastmaterial befillt wer-
den koénnen, wobei der gefafldhnliche Hauptkdrper
eine Auflage (25) zum Montieren des genannten se-
kundaren gefalRdhnlichen Koérpers aufweist, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass der gefaRahnliche
Hauptkdrper ein Fiillvolumen und eine Auflageflache
(23) aufweist, die groRer als entsprechend das Full-
volumen und die Auflageflache (38) auf dem sekun-
daren gefalldhnlichen Koérper sind, und dass ge-
nannte Verbindungsmittel auf dem sekundaren ge-
falRahnlichen Korper ausgebildet sind.

Basis gemal Anspruch 1, worin der gefaRahnliche
Hauptkdrper (20) eine im Wesentlichen parallelepi-
pede Gestalt mit abgerundeten Ecken aufweist und
aus Kunststoff hergestellt ist.

Basis gemal Anspruch 2, worin ein Paar Rader (22)
auf einem Ende des gefalRahnlichen Hauptkorpers
(20) montiert ist, wobei diese Rader in einer solchen
Weise positioniert und konfiguriert sind, dass der un-
tere Umfangsabschnitt der Rader (22) auf gleicher
Hohe wie die Auflageflache (23) oder hdher als diese
liegt, wenn der Hauptkorper (20) mit seiner Auflage-
flache (23) den Boden bertihrt.

Basis gemal einem der vorstehenden Anspriiche,
worin genannter gefalahnlicher Hauptkdrper eine
Vielzahl von Seitenflachen (24) aufweist, die dazu
konfiguriert sind, an die entsprechenden sekunda-
ren gefaRahnlichen Kérper gekoppelt zu werden.

Basis gemal einem der vorstehenden Anspriiche,
worin genannte Auflage in der Form eines vertikalen
Kanals (25) mit einem geformten Querschnitt aus-
gefuhrt ist und worin genannter sekundarer
gefalRahnlicher Korper eine Kopplungsflache (37)
komplementérzu genanntem Kanal aufweist, um auf
diese Weise eine positive Kopplung zwischen dem
Kanal (25) des gefaftahnlichen Hauptkérpers (20)
und der Kopplungsflache (37) des sekundaren ge-
fakahnlichen Korpers (30) bereitzustellen.

Basis gemaR einem der vorstehenden Anspriiche,
worin genannter sekundarer gefalRahnlicher Kérper
(20) von der Seite gesehen im Wesentlichen eine C-
Form aufweist und aus Kunststoff hergestellt ist.
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Basis gemafl Anspruch 6, worin genannter sekun-
darer gefaltadhnlicher Kérper (30) einen im Wesent-
lichen vertikalen Hauptabschnitt (32) und obere und
untere horizontal vorstehende Halterabschnitte (33,
34) an seinen Enden umfasst, wobei entsprechende
Durchgangsldcher (35, 36) in diesen Halterabschnit-
ten in Ausrichtung miteinander ausgebildet und als
Verbindungsmittel zum Montieren des genannten
Tragerelements bereitgestellt sind.

Volleyball- oder Tennisnetz (R), umfassend eine Ba-
sis gemaf einem der vorstehenden Anspriiche und
einen Pfosten (40) zum Tragen des Netzes, wobei
genannter Tragerpfosten (40) an genannter Basis
befestigt ist.

FuRball- oder Handballtor (G), umfassend eine Ba-
sis gemaf Anspruch 6 und ein Querstiick (G1) sowie
ein Paar Pfosten (G2, G3), wobei jeder Pfosten (G2,
G3) an seinen gegeniberliegenden Enden mit ge-
nannter Basis verbunden ist, mithilfe von oberen und
unteren Tragerelementen (50, 60), und worin die un-
teren Tragerelemente (60) zur Auflage auf dem Bo-
den positioniert sind und die unteren Enden der Pfo-
sten (G2, G3) fest mit dem unteren Halterabschnitt
(34) des sekundaren Korpers (30) verbinden, wah-
rend die oberen Tragerelemente (50) so positioniert
sind, dass sie in Bezug auf den Bogen geneigt sind
und die oberen Enden der Pfosten (G2, G3) fest mit
dem oberen Halterabschnitt (33) des sekundaren
gefalRahnlichen Kdrpers (30) verbinden.

Baskettballkorb (B), umfassend eine Basis geman
einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 7 sowie eine Saule (70)
fur den Korb, wobei genannte Saule (70) an genann-
ter Basis befestigt ist.

Revendications

Base (10) pour un élément de support allongé (40;
50; 60; 70), comprenant un corps en forme de cuve
(20, 30) qui peut étre rempli d’'une matiere de lest
liquide ou en vrac, ledit corps en forme de cuve com-
portant une ouverture refermable (21, 31) destinée
a l'introduction de ladite matiére de lest, et compre-
nant des moyens de connexion (35, 36) qui peuvent
étre connectés audit élément de support allongé de
maniére a fixer celui-ci sur ledit corps en forme de
cuve, ledit corps en forme de cuve comprenant un
corps principal en forme de cuve (20) et un corps
secondaire en forme de cuve (30) qui sont séparés
I'un de 'autre et qui peuvent tous les deux étre rem-
plis avec ladite matiere de lest, ledit corps principal
en forme de cuve comprenant un logement (25) des-
tiné au montage dudit corps secondaire en forme de
cuve, caractérisée en ce que ledit corps principal
en forme de cuve présente un volume de remplissa-
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ge et une surface d’appui (23) qui sont supérieurs
au volume de remplissage et a la surface d’appui
(38), respectivement, du corps secondaire en forme
de cuve, et en ce que lesdits moyens de connexion
sont formés sur ledit corps secondaire en forme de
cuve.

Base selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle le corps
principal en forme de cuve (20) présente une forme
globale sensiblement parallélépipédique pourvue de
coins arrondis, et est constitué de plastique.

Base selon larevendication 2, dans laquelle une pai-
re de roues (22) est montée sur une extrémité du
corps principal en forme de cuve (20), ces roues
étant positionnées et congues de telle maniére que,
lorsque le corps principal (20) repose sur le sol avec
sa surface d’appui (23), la partie périphérique infé-
rieure des roues (22) se trouve a la méme hauteur,
ou plus haut, que la surface d’appui (23).

Base selon I'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans laquelle ledit corps principal en
forme de cuve présente une pluralité de faces laté-
rales (24) qui sont congues pour étre couplées a des
corps secondaires en forme de cuve correspon-
dants.

Base selon I'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans laquelle ledit logement se pré-
sente sous la forme d’un canal vertical (25) ayant
une section transversale configurée, et ledit corps
secondaire en forme de cuve (37) présentant une
surface de couplage (37) qui est configurée d’'une
fagon complémentaire par rapport audit canal, de
maniére a réaliser un couplage positif entre le canal
(25) du corps principal en forme de cuve (20) et la
surface de couplage (37) du corps secondaire en
forme de cuve (30).

Base selon I'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans laquelle ledit corps secondaire
en forme de cuve (30) est sensiblement en forme de
C lorsqu’on le regarde latéralement, et est constitué
de plastique.

Base selon la revendication 6, dans laquelle ledit
corps secondaire en forme de cuve (30) comprend
une partie principale sensiblement verticale (32), et
des parties de console supérieure et inférieure
saillant horizontalement (33, 34) a ses extrémités,
des trous de passage correspondants (35, 36) étant
formés dans ces parties de console en alignement
les uns par rapport aux autres et servant de moyens
de connexion pour le montage dudit élément de sup-
port.

Filet de volley-ball ou de tennis (R), comprenant une
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base selonl’'une quelconque des revendications pré-
cédentes, et un montant (40) pour supporter le filet,
ledit montant de support (40) étant fixé a ladite base.

But de football ou de handball (G), comprenant une
base selon la revendication 6, et une piéce transver-
sale (G1) et une paire de montants (G2, G3), dans
lequel chacun des montants (G2, G3) est connecté
a ses extrémités opposées a ladite base par l'inter-
médiaire d’éléments de support supérieurs et infé-
rieurs (50, 60), et dans lequel les éléments de sup-
port inférieurs (60) sont positionnés de maniére a
reposer sur le sol, et connectent les extrémités infé-
rieures des montants (G2, G3) de fagon rigide a la
partie de console inférieure (34) du corps secondaire
(30), tandis que les éléments de support supérieurs
(50) sont positionnés de telle sorte qu'’ils soient in-
clinés par rapport au sol, et connectent les extrémi-
tés supérieures des montants (G2, G3) de fagon ri-
gide a la partie de console supérieure (33) du corps
secondaire en forme de cuve (30).

Panier de basket-ball (B), comprenant une base se-
lon 'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 7, et
une colonne (70) pour le panier, ladite colonne (70)
étant fixée a ladite base.
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