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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a method for
covering a furnishing element and a relative furnishing
element.

[0002] In the field of furnishing it is known to make fur-
nishing elements, such as sofas, tables, chairs, stools
and the like, comprising a frame or body of the furnishing
element which is then covered with a covering element.
Covering elements may be made of various materials,
for example fabric and/or leather.

[0003] Said covering elements comprise at least two
separate edges at an opening; in this way it is possible
to open the covering element and fit it onto the furnishing
element.

[0004] After having covered the furnishing element,
the edges are closed. The edges may be closed directly
by sewing. In this way, however, it is not possible to pro-
ceed with the removal of the covering for example for
washing the same. Moreover, sewing the edges is diffi-
cult and very expensive since it cannot be automated but
must be carried out manually.

[0005] Itis also known to close the edges by a zip fas-
tener provided with a cursor with relevant actuating tab.
However, the hinge is exposed and fabric threads,
clothes, hair, duct and so one could become entangled
in the teeth thereof.

[0006] Itis also known to use closing means like snap
fasteners and/or Velcro®. Such systems do not ensure
a good closing of the edges; moreover, Velcro becomes
easily entangled with fabric and dust, whereas besides
being exposed, the buttons do not ensure the closing on
the full extension of the edges.

[0007] The problem of the present invention is to pro-
vide a covering method and a relative furnishing element
which should solve the disadvantages mentioned with
reference to the prior art.

[0008] Such disadvantages are solved by a covering
method in accordance with claim 1 and by a furnishing
element in accordance with claim 20.

[0009] Otherembodiments ofthe presentinventionare
described in the subsequent claims.

[0010] Further features and the advantages of the
present invention will appear more clearly from the fol-
lowing description of preferred non-limiting embodiments
thereof, wherein:

[0011] figure 1 shows a perspective view of a detail of
a covering element according to the present invention;
[0012] figure 2 shows a perspective exploded view of
a covering element according to the present invention,
suitable for covering a chair;

[0013] figures 3-4 show a view of the covering element
of figure 2 according to a possible embodiment version;
[0014] figures 5-6 show views of consecutive assem-
bly steps of the element of figure 2;

[0015] figures 7-8 show finishing steps of the assembly
of the element of figure 2;

[0016] figures 9-10 show views of assembly steps of
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the covering element of figure 2 on a relative furnishing
element;

[0017] figures 11-12 show views of a further covering
element according to the present invention;

[0018] figures 13-15 show views of consecutive as-
sembly steps of the covering element of figures 11-12 on
a relative furnishing element.

[0019] With reference to the above figures, reference
numeral 4 generically denotes a furnishing element, such
as a chair, a sofa, an armchair, a stool and the like.
[0020] The furnishing element4 comprises an element
body orframe 8 and a covering element 12 of said body 8.
[0021] The covering element 12 comprises a first sur-
face 16 directly facing the element body 8 and a second
surface 20, opposite the first surface 16, so as to be vis-
ible from outside body 8.

[0022] In other words, the first surface 16 is suitable
for being placed in direct contact with body 8; thus, in a
covering configuration, the first surface 16 is not visible
from outside the furnishing element 4.

[0023] The second surface 20, following the covering
of the furnishing element 4, is visible from the outside;
thus, decorative elements may for example be reported
on the second surface 20 or the second surface 20 may
be subject to surface finishing treatments suitable for im-
proving the aesthetic appearance of the furnishing ele-
ment 4 covered thereby.

[0024] The covering element 12 may be for example
fabric or preferably leather.

[0025] According to an embodiment, the covering el-
ement 12 comprises at least two portions or edges 24,
28 operatively connected to one another by hinge closing
means 40.

[0026] According to an embodiment, the hinge closing
means 40 are associated to edges 24, 28 of the covering
element 12 by sewing and/or gluing (figure 1).

[0027] The hinge means 40 comprise a pair of chains
44, each having a plurality of teeth 48 associable joint-
wise to each other, for example in known manner.
[0028] Eachchain 44 is associated to a respective por-
tion or edge 24, 28 so as to allow the relative coupling
thereof.

[0029] Chains 44 are coupled to each other by the slid-
ing action of a cursor provided with a relevant actuating
tab 56 (figure 1).

[0030] Advantageously, the hinge means 40 are asso-
ciated to edges 24, 28 in an inverted manner, so that tab
56 of cursor 52 faces the side of the first surface 16 and
of the associable element body 8 in a covering configu-
ration.

[0031] In other words, cursor 52, in a covering config-
uration, is arranged between the element body 8 and the
first surface 16 and therefore is not visible from the out-
side.

[0032] Preferably, the hinge means 40 comprise a pair
of tapes 60, arranged opposite tab 56, relative to chains
44, so as to cover and hide chains 44 in a closed config-
uration of the hinge means 40; thus, hinges 60 are visible



3 EP 2 087 814 A1 4

from the outside, thatis, on the side of the second surface
20 of the covering element 12 (figure 1).

[0033] According to an embodiment, said covering
tapes 60 are associated to the hinge means 40 on the
side of the second surface 20, by sewing and/or gluing.
[0034] According to a possible embodiment, the hinge
means 40, after having been closed by the relevant cur-
sor 52, which actuates the engagement of chains 44, are
deprived of the same and of the relevant tab 56; the clos-
ing action of the ends of the hinge means is preferably
obtained by gluing and/or welding of ends 64 of chains
44 of the hinge means 40 (figure 7). Said ends of the
hinge means 40, following the welding, may be sheared
so as to end at the welding and/or gluing points (figure 8).
[0035] According to a possible embodiment version of
the presentinvention, at least a portion of the first surface
16 of the covering element 12 is glued to the element
body 8. An adhesive layer 68 may for example be asso-
ciated to the first surface 16 of the covering element 12
and/or directly on the element body 8.

[0036] The adhesive layer 68 may for example be cov-
ered by a covering sheet 74 that is removed before at-
taching the covering 122 to the furnishing element 4.
[0037] The method for covering a furnishing element
according to the present invention shall now be de-
scribed.

[0038] The method for covering a furnishing element
at first comprises the step of arranging the covering ele-
ment 12 so as to be fitted on the furnishing element. The
covering element may be for example fabric or leather.
[0039] In particular, the covering element 12 compris-
es at least two portions or edges 24, 28 separate from
each other, so as to allow opening at least partly the
covering element to fit it on the relevant furnishing ele-
ment 4.

[0040] The method further comprises the step of as-
sociating each edge 24, 28 to hinge coupling means 40,
comprising at least one chain 44 provided with teeth 48
suitable for engaging with one another.

[0041] A chain 44 is then associated to a cursor 52
suitable for allowing the engagement of teeth 48 and pro-
vided with an actuating tab 56.

[0042] Preferably, a covering tape 60 is associated to
each edge 24, 28, arranged opposite the actuating tab
56 relative to chains 44. The covering tape 60 coats
chains 44 opposite tab 56.

[0043] Said covering tapes 60 are associated to the
hinge means 40 on the side of the second surface 20,
for example by sewing and/or gluing.

[0044] Advantageously, the hinge coupling means 40
are applied to edges 24, 28 of the covering element 12
so as to arrange tab 56 on the side of the first surface 16
and the covering tape 60 on the side of the second sur-
face 20 (figure 1).

[0045] The hinge coupling means 40 are associated
to edges 24, 28 of the covering element 12 by sewing
and/or gluing.

[0046] According to a possible embodiment, the cov-
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ering element 12 is then partly closed.

[0047] Said partial closing step comprises the step of
placing edges 24, 28 of the covering element 12 side by
side and closing them by hinge means 40 actuating the
cursor on the side of the first surface 16.

[0048] For example, the covering element 12, may be
at least partly counter-shaped relative to the furnishing
element 4 so as to facilitate the covering of the furnishing
element.

[0049] Preferably, following the closure of the covering
element, by the hinge means 40, the covering element
is at least partly closed bag-wise, exhibiting at least one
opening 70 suitable for allowing the insertion of said fur-
nishing element 4 on a portion.

[0050] The covering method comprises the step of fit-
ting the covering element 12 on the furnishing element
4, on the side of opening 70, in a closed configuration of
the hinge means 40, moving the first surface 16 in contact
with the furnishing element 4.

[0051] According to a possible embodiment, after clos-
ing the hinge means 40, it is possible to proceed with the
removal of cursor 52, with the relevant actuating tab 56.
Preferably, following the removal of cursor 52, ends of
chains 44 of the hinge means 40 are glued and/or welded
so as to ensure the closure of edges 24, 28 (figure 7).
[0052] After having closed bag-wise the covering ele-
ment, said covering element is put or fitted onto the fur-
nishing element 4.

[0053] According to a possible embodiment, a gluing
step is carried out between at least one portion of the
first surface 16 of the covering element 12 and the fur-
nishing element 4. For example, gluing means may be
associated, such as an adhesive layer 68, directly on the
first surface 16; preferably the adhesive layer 68 is cov-
ered by a sheet 74 that is removed before fitting the cov-
ering on the furnishing.

[0054] Itis also possible to associate the adhesive lay-
er directly on frame 8 of furnishing 4, suitably covered by
sheet 74 that is removed before inserting covering 12.
[0055] An example of covering of a furnishing element
such as a chair 80 is described below; such example
should not be deemed as exhaustive, but is given only
for the purpose of providing an example of one of the
various ways of applying the present invention to a fur-
nishing element.

[0056] Chair 80 to be covered comprises a back 84, a
seat 88, two back legs 90, arranged at the sides of back
84 and two front legs 92, arranged opposite back 84.
[0057] The covering element 12 comprises a first cov-
ering element 96, suitable for covering back 84 and a
second covering element 100, suitable for covering seat
88. Preferably, said first covering element 96 comprises
two halves 104’ (figure 2), counter-shaped relative to a
profile of the back, each carrying, at said profile, the hinge
means 40. Each of said halves 104’ comprises the hinge
means 40, with the respective chains 44, cursor 52, the
respective covering tapes 60 arranged on the side of the
second surface 20.



5 EP 2 087 814 A1 6

[0058] Preferably, at least one of said halves 104’ of
the first covering element 96 comprises a flap 108 which
after the insertion on back 84, is turned on a bottom side
110 of seat 88.

[0059] After having closed bag-wise the two halves
104’ of the first covering element 96, so as to determine
an insertion opening 70, element 12 is inserted by intro-
ducing the insertion opening 70 on a top end 114 of back
84, opposite the relevant seat 88.

[0060] If the first covering element 96 and/or back 84
are provided with an adhesive layer 74, before fitting cov-
ering 96 on back 84, the covering sheet 74 is removed.
[0061] Preferably, the first covering element 96 com-
prises elongated portions 118, substantially counter-
shaped relative to the back legs 90 of chair 80. Said elon-
gated portions 118 are open so as to be fitted on the back
legs following the insertion of the first covering element
96 on back 84.

[0062] The elongated portions 118 are closed on the
back legs 90 for example by sewing and/or gluing.
[0063] After having covered back 84 and the back legs
90, the insertion of the second covering element 100 on
seat 88 is prepared.

[0064] Alsothe second covering element 100 compris-
es two halves 104", counter-shaped relative to a profile
of seat 88, each carrying, at said profile, the hinge means
40.

[0065] Preferably, at least one of said halves 104" of
the second covering element 96 comprises a flap 108
which after the insertion on seat 88, is turned on a bottom
side 110 of seat 88.

[0066] After having closed bag-wise the second cov-
ering element 100, the same is inserted by introducing
the insertion opening 70 on a front end 124 of seat 88,
opposite the relevant back 84.

[0067] Preferably, the second covering element 100
comprises elongated portions 118, substantially counter-
shaped relative to the front legs 92 of chair 80. Said elon-
gated portions 118 preferably closed tube-wise by hinge
means 40 so as to be fitted directly on the front legs 92
following the insertion of the second covering element
100 on seat 88.

[0068] Also for the second covering element 100, after
having closed the hinge means 40, a bag structure is
obtained, suitable for being fitted directly on seat 88 on
the side of a front end 124 of seat 88, opposite the rele-
vant back 84 and adjacent the front legs 92. Preferably,
before the insertion, cursor 52 of the hinge means 40 is
removed and ends 64 of chains 44 are welded and/or
glued.

[0069] According to a possible embodiment, before
moving the second element 100 in abutment on seat 88,
the covering sheet 74, for example arranged directly on
seat 88, is removed (figure 13).

[0070] After having inserted the second covering ele-
ment 100 on the side of the front legs 92 (figure 12),
element 100 is folded on the seat so as to move the first
surface 16 of the second covering element in contact with
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the seat itself (figures 13, 14).

[0071] Finally, flaps 108 of the second element are
folded on the bottom side 110 of seat 88.

[0072] As can be appreciated from the description, the
covering method and the furnishing element of the
present invention allow overcoming the disadvantages
of the prior art.

[0073] In particular, the arrangement of the closing
means allows hiding the sight of the hinge teeth from the
outside.

[0074] Inthis way, moreover, the risk of the same teeth
becoming entangled in fabric, dirt, duct, is prevented.
[0075] Moreover, the hinge closing means ensure a
safe and resistant closure of the covering edges.
[0076] Moreover, unlike some solutions of the prior art
that envisage the positioning of the hinges in hidden po-
sitions, for example on the backs of armchairs and sofas
at legs or bottom surfaces facing the floor, the furnishing
elements according to the present invention may envis-
age the positioning of the hinge means in any position.
In this way it is possible to facilitate the covering opera-
tions, especially in the case of furnishing elements having
complex geometries, or more simply it is possible to en-
visage new design solutions.

[0077] Thanks to the fact that the covering tapes are
arranged opposite the tab, the same tapes are well-ad-
hering to the chains, so as to perfectly hide the presence
of hinge means.

[0078] A man skilled in the art may make several
changes and adjustments to the covering methods and
to the furnishing elements described above in order to
meet specific and incidental needs, all falling within the
scope of protection defined in the following claims.

Claims

1. Method for covering a furnishing element (4), com-
prising the steps of

- arranging a covering element (12) for the fur-
nishing element (4), said covering element (12)
comprising a first surface (16) suitable for inter-
facing with a body (8) of said furnishing element
(4) and a second surface (20), opposite said first
surface (16), so as to be visible from the outside,
in a covering configuration of the furnishing el-
ement (4), the covering element (12) comprising
at least two portions of edges (24, 28) separate
from each other,

- associating each edge (24, 28) to hinge closing
means (40), comprising at least one chain (44)
provided with teeth (48), a cursor (52) suitable
for allowing the engagement of said teeth (48)
and provided with an actuating tab (56), and at
least one covering tape (60) arranged opposite
the tab (56) relative to the chains (44), at the
second surface (20),
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wherein the method further comprises the steps
of

- associating the hinge coupling means (40) to
the edges (24, 28) of the covering element (12)
so as to arrange the tab (56) on the side of the
first surface (16) and the covering tape (60) on
the side of the second surface (20),

- closing on one another the edges (24, 28) of
the covering element (12) actuating the cursor
(52) on the side of the first surface (16) and of
the furnishing element (4), so as to obtain a cov-
ering element partly closed bag-wise and pro-
vided with at least one insertion opening (70)
suitable for allowing the insertion of said furnish-
ing element on a portion,

fitting the covering element (12) on the furnish-
ing element (4), on the side of said insertion
opening (70), in a closed configuration of said
hinge means (40), moving the first surface (16)
in contact with the body (8) of the furnishing el-
ement (4).

Method according to claim 1, comprising the step of
proceeding to the removal of the cursor (52) and of
the relevanttab (56) following the closing of the hinge
means (40).

Method according to claim 1 or 2, comprising the
step of gluing and/or welding ends (64) of the chains
(44) of the hinge means (40).

Method according to any one of the previous claims,
comprising the step of gluing between at least one
portion of the first surface (16) of the covering ele-
ment (12) and the body (8) of the furnishing element

4).

Method according to any one of the previous claims,
wherein the covering element (12) is of fabric or
leather.

Method according to any one of the previous claims,
wherein the step of arranging a covering element
(12) for the furnishing element (4) comprises the step
of associating an adhesive layer (68) on the first sur-
face (16) of the covering element (4) and/or on the
body (8) of the furnishing element (4).

Method according to any one of the previous claims,
wherein said hinge closing means (40) are associ-
ated to the edges (24, 28) of the covering element
(12) by sewing and/or gluing.

Method according to any one of the previous claims,
wherein said covering tapes (60) are associated to
the hinge means (40) on the side of the second sur-
face (20), by sewing and/or gluing.
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9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Method according to any one of the previous claims,
wherein the furnishing element is a chair (80) pro-
vided with a back (84), a seat (88), front legs (92)
and back legs (90).

Method according to claim 9, comprising the steps
of arranging a first covering element (96), suitable
for covering the back (84) of said chair (80), said first
covering element (96) comprising two halves (104’)
counter-shaped relative to a profile of the back (84),
each carrying, at said profile, the hinge means (40).

Method according to claim 10, wherein the step of
closing the hinge means (40) allows obtaining a bag
structure provided with an insertion opening (70)
suitable for being fitted directly on the back (84) on
the side of a top end (114) of the back (84), opposite
the relevant seat (88).

Method according to claims 10 or 11, comprising the
step of associating an adhesive layer (68) on the first
surface (16) of the first covering element (96) and/or
on the back (84) of the furnishing element (4) so as
to obtain the gluing of the first covering element (100)
to the back (84).

Method according to claim 10, 11 or 12, wherein the
step of arranging the first covering element (96),
comprises the step of providing elongated portions
(118) at least partly counter-shaped relative to the
back legs (90) of the chair (80), said elongated por-
tions being open on one side.

Method according to claim 13, wherein after having
fitted the first covering element (96) on the back (84),
the elongated portions (118) are closed by sewing
and/or gluing.

Method according to any one of claims 10 to 14, com-
prising the steps of arranging a second covering el-
ement (100), suitable for covering the seat (88) of
said chair (80), said second covering element (100)
comprising two halves (104”) counter-shaped rela-
tive to a profile of the back, each carrying, at said
profile, the hinge means (40).

Method according to any one of claims 10 to 15,
wherein the step of closing the hinge means (40)
allows obtaining a bag structure provided with at
least one insertion opening (70) suitable for being
fitted directly on the seat (84) on the side of a front
end (124) of the seat back (88).

Method according to claim 15 or 16, wherein the step
of arranging the second covering element comprises
the step of providing elongated portions (118) at least
partly counter-shaped relative to the front legs (92),
said elongated portions being closing by the hinge
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means (40) so as to form closed tubular structures
that can be fitted on said front chairs (92).

Method according to any one of claims 10to 17, com-
prising the step of associating an adhesive layer (68)
on the first surface (16) of the second covering ele-
ment (100) and/or on the seat (88) of the furnishing
element (4) so as to obtain the gluing of the second
covering element (100) to the seat (84).

Method according to any one of claims 15to 18, com-
prising the step of turning flaps (108) of the second
covering element (100) on a bottom side (110) of the
seat (88), opposite a seating surface.

Furnishing element (4), such as a chair, an armchair,
a sofa, a stool and the like, comprising

an element body (8),

a covering element (12) of said body (8) having a
first surface (16) directly facing the element body (8)
and a second surface (20), opposite the first surface
(16), so as to be visible from outside the body (8),
the covering element (12) comprising at least two
portions or edges (24, 28) operatively connected to
one another by hinge closing means (40),

the hinge means (40) comprising a pair of chains
(44), comprising a plurality of teeth (48) associable
joint-wise to each other, each chain (44) being as-
sociated to a respective portion or edge (24, 28),
said chains (44) being coupled to each other by the
sliding action of a cursor (52) provided with arelevant
actuating tab (56),

the hinge means (40) being associated to the edges
(24, 28) in an inverted manner, so that the tab (56)
of the cursor (52) faces the side of the first surface
(16) and of the element body (8),

the hinge means (40) comprise a pair of covering
tapes (60), arranged opposite the tab (56), relative
to the chains (44), so as to cover and hide the chains
(44) in a closed configuration of the hinge means
(40), the tapes (60) being visible from the outside,
that is, on the side of the second surface (20) of the
covering element (12).

Furnishing element (4) according to claim 20, where-
in the hinge means (40) are deprived of the cursor
(52) and of the relevant tab (56), and are closed by
end gluing and/or welding (64) of the chains (44) of
the hinge means (40).

Furnishing element (4) according to claim 20 or 21,
wherein at least one portion of the first surface (16)
of the covering element (12) is glued to the element
body (8).

Furnishing element (4) according to any one of
claims 20 to 22, wherein the covering element (12)
is of fabric or leather.
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24,

25.

10

Furnishing element according to any one of claims
20 to 23, wherein said hinge closing means (40) are
associated to the edges (24, 28) of the covering el-
ement (12) by sewing and/or gluing.

Furnishing element (4) according to any one of
claims 20 to 24, wherein said covering tapes (60)
are associated to the hinge means (40) on the side
of the second surface (20), by sewing and/or gluing.
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