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(54) System for connecting structure members

(57) System of a first and a second structure mem-
ber, in particular frame members, and a connecting as-
sembly for connecting said first and second structure
members, wherein both said first and second structure
members have a first side and a second side, wherein
both said first and second structure members are provid-
ed with at least one first accommodation space for ac-
commodating a portion of the connecting assembly, said
accommodation space debouching in said first side
through a first aperture, wherein said connecting assem-
bly comprises a connecting sleeve having an axis and
being adapted for accommodation in said first accommo-
dation spaces in both said structure members and pro-
vided with first and second connecting portions, which
are located at a distance from one another in sleeve axis
direction, preferably are located at the opposite ends of
said sleeve, and which can assume a connecting position

in which they engage the first and second structure mem-
bers, respectively, to prevent detachment of said struc-
ture members from each other, wherein the connecting
assembly further comprises a securing device insertable
in said connecting sleeve into a securing position for se-
curing the first and second connecting portions in their
connecting position, characterized in that the first ac-
commodation space of at least one of said structure
members is in communication with a second aperture in
the second side of the structure member concerned to
enable the insertion of said securing member from said
second side into said connecting sleeve and into its se-
curing position and wherein said securing device has a
length which is at least approximately the distance be-
tween the first and second connecting portions.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates to a system for connecting
structure members, in particular of structures such as
furniture structures like tables, cabinets or chairs, to be
used by man, in particular a system for connecting frame
members of the structure concerned. In addition, the in-
vention relates to a system for connecting structure mem-
bers for playing structures such as climbing frames, play-
ing houses and/or toys.
[0002] Connecting systems for structure members are
well known.
[0003] An example is disclosed in US 6.322.305, com-
prising a connecting pin which at both opposite ends is
provided with a fastening sleeve. The fastening sleeve
has a plurality of resilient arms provided with teeth for
engaging in the wall of a hole in a furniture structure mem-
ber. After the sleeves have been inserted in the holes,
the connecting pin is driven into the sleeves, thus urging
the arms radially outward and securing the sleeves in the
holes. The length of the connection pin determines the
distance between the structure members.
[0004] Another example is known from DE 101 18 952,
showing a dowel assembly, the opposite ends of the dow-
el being U-shaped, the legs forming the U extending ax-
ially. The space between the legs is destined for accom-
modating a key. When two members have to be connect-
ed to each other, a key is placed into a hole in each of
the members, after which the dowel is inserted into the
hole by force, so that the key moves in between the legs
urging them outwards so as to let the legs firmly engage
the wall of the hole.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] It is an object of the invention to provide a sys-
tem of the kind mentioned in the preamble, which is ver-
satile.
[0006] It is an object of the invention to provide a sys-
tem of the kind mentioned in the preamble, which is easy
to assemble.
[0007] It is an object of the invention to provide a sys-
tem of the kind mentioned in the preamble, which can
easily be disassembled.
[0008] It is an object of the invention to provide a sys-
tem of the kind mentioned in the preamble, which is com-
posed of parts that, after the system has been disassem-
bled, can be used again in another structure.
[0009] It is an object of the invention to provide a sys-
tem of the kind mentioned in the preamble, which can be
lightweight.
[0010] In order to achieve at least one of these objects,
the invention, from one aspect, provides a system of a
first and a second structure member, in particular frame
members, and a connecting assembly for connecting
said first and second structure members, wherein both

said first and second structure members have a first side
and a second side, wherein both said first and second
structure members are provided with at least one first
accommodation space for accommodating/receiving a
portion of the connecting assembly, said accommodation
space debouching in said first side through a first aper-
ture, wherein said connecting assembly comprises a con-
necting sleeve having an axis and being adapted for ac-
commodation in said first accommodation spaces in both
said structure members and provided with first and sec-
ond connecting portions, which are located at a distance
from one another in sleeve axis direction, preferably are
located at the opposite ends of said sleeve, and which
can assume a connecting position in which they engage
the first and second structure members, respectively, to
prevent detachment of said structure members from each
other, wherein the connecting assembly further compris-
es a securing device insertable in said connecting sleeve
into a securing position for securing the first and second
connecting portions in their connecting position, charac-
terized in that the first accommodation space of at least
one of said structure members is in communication with
a second aperture in the second side of the structure
member concerned to enable the insertion of said secur-
ing member from said second side into said connecting
sleeve and into its securing position and wherein said
securing device has a length which is at least approxi-
mately the distance between the first and second con-
necting portions. Such a system may allow a fast and
easy, as well as a secure connection of the structure
members with each other. By positioning the trailing end
of the securing device in the correct place engaging the
one of the first or second connecting portion of the con-
necting sleeve, it is at the same time ensured that the
leading end will properly engage the other of the first or
second connecting portion of the connecting sleeve. In
its securing position, the securing device engages both
first and second connecting portions to secure them in
their connecting position. The pin may have a length that
is larger than the distance between the first and second
connecting portions.
[0011] In one embodiment, the securing device may
be formed in two separate parts, in particular halves,
wherein the parts or halves are inserted one after the
other into the connecting sleeve and abut one another
axially. The first inserted part or halve can be pushed up
to the correct position by the second inserted part or
halve.
[0012] The simplicity of the connection, however, is
further increased in a preferred embodiment in which said
securing device is a single securing member, so that only
one item has to be inserted into the sleeve. Preferably,
the securing member is a solid body. The single securing
member can be a massive body. Preferably, the single
securing member is pin-shaped so as to facilitate inser-
tion.
[0013] In one embodiment, said first and second con-
necting portions are radially movable with respect to said
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sleeve axis between a free position and the connecting
position, wherein, preferably, the first and second por-
tions are resiliently biased towards their connecting po-
sition, so that the insertion of the securing member is
facilitated.
[0014] In one embodiment, said securing device is re-
movably insertable in said connecting sleeve. By remov-
ing the single securing member the connecting sleeve
can be removed also in order to disassemble the con-
nection on purpose. This is made particularly easy if both
structure members have a second side provided with said
second aperture for passage of said securing device,
wherein said first and second apertures preferably are
substantially aligned with one another. The securing
member can then be removed in a direction correspond-
ing to the direction of insertion or in counter direction,
depending on what the user prefers. By way of example,
in case the securing member has been pushed into the
sleeve into its securing position, the securing member
need not to be pulled back for disassembling, which might
be difficult for lack of grip, but can be pushed further in
the same direction or be pushed back in opposite direc-
tion, for instance by means of a screwdriver.
[0015] The accommodation spaces can be formed by
the material of the structure members. In an alternative
development, a system according to the invention com-
prises, from another aspect, a further item. Specifically,
said first accommodation space in at least one of said
structure members may be at least in part formed by an
insert dimensioned to be included, preferably removably,
in said structure member. The use of the insert renders
the firmness of the connection less dependent on the
material and the shape of the structure members. The
materials used for the insert and for the sleeve can be
easily adjusted to one another. The structure members
may be fabricated in a simple manner. Preferably, said
first and/or second structure member form(s) a hollow
space for receiving the insert in a snugly fitting manner.
[0016] The first accommodation spaces may be pro-
vided with first stop edges, wherein said first and second
connecting potions are provided with second stop edges
for engaging behind the first stop edges.
[0017] The application possibilities are increased in
case said first and/or second structure member is pro-
vided with a series of first apertures in its first side, pref-
erably regularly spaced apart from one another. The per-
son assembling the system can then choose the most
appropriate location for the connection.
[0018] Preferably, in case said insert is used, said in-
sert is movable, preferably slidable, inside said structure
member to be brought in line with a selected one of said
first apertures. This facilitates the preparation for the con-
nection or the production of versatile structure members.
[0019] In a further development, resulting in a larger
range of application possibilities, said first and/or second
structure member is provided with at least one further
side, such as said second side, provided with at least
one further aperture, which is preferably similar to the

first aperture, and at least one further accommodation
space debouching in said further side through said further
aperture, wherein said first and further apertures each
have an axis, said axis of said further aperture and said
axis of said first aperture preferably being in one plane.
[0020] Said further side may be provided with a series
of further apertures, preferably regularly spaced apart
from one another, preferably with a spacing correspond-
ing to the spacing between the first apertures. The struc-
ture member can then be used in many ways.
[0021] In a simple embodiment, said insert forms both
said first and said further accommodation spaces. In one
embodiment, the insert forms a plurality of said accom-
modation spaces, oriented in different directions, prefer-
ably including two or three orthogonal directions.
[0022] In an advantageous embodiment, the securing
member can be inserted through the further side.
[0023] In an embodiment especially suitable for the
construction of furniture frames, said first and/or said sec-
ond structure member being elongated and, preferably,
having a polygonal cross-section.
[0024] Preferably, the connecting sleeve and the ac-
commodation spaces have mating edges that are non-
circular, in particular polygonal, so that their mutual ro-
tation is prevented and the mutual orientation of the two
structure members is fixed.
[0025] From another aspect, the invention provides a
system of a first and a second structure member, in par-
ticular frame member, and a connecting assembly for
connecting said first and second structure member,
wherein both said first and second structure members
have a first side and a second side, wherein both said
first and second structure members are provided with at
least one first accommodation space for accommodating
a portion of the connecting assembly, said accommoda-
tion space debouching in said first side through a first
aperture, wherein said connecting assembly comprises
a connecting sleeve adapted for accommodation in said
first accommodation spaces in both said structure mem-
bers and being provided with first and second connecting
portions which can assume a connecting position in
which they engage the first and second structure mem-
bers, respectively, to prevent detachment of said struc-
ture members from each other, and a single securing
member insertable in said connecting sleeve to a secur-
ing position for securing the first and second connecting
portions in their connecting position, wherein the first ac-
commodation space of at least one of both structure
members and a second aperture in the second side of
the same structure member form part of an internal pas-
sage for the securing member permitting the insertion of
said securing member from said second side into said
connecting sleeve and into its securing position.
[0026] In a further embodiment, said connecting as-
sembly connects the first and second structure member
with their first sides abutting one another.
[0027] From another aspect, the invention provides a
structure, in particular a utility structure, such as a furni-
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ture structure, comprising one or more systems accord-
ing to the invention.
[0028] The system according to the invention may be
designed to be assembled without any special tool.
[0029] The various aspects and features described
and shown in the specification can be applied, individu-
ally, wherever possible. These individual aspects, in par-
ticular the aspects and features described in the attached
dependent claims, can be made subject of divisional pat-
ent applications.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0030] The invention will be elucidated on the basis of
an exemplary embodiment shown in the attached draw-
ings, in which:

Figures 1A-D show main components for assem-
bling an embodiment of a system according to the
invention;
Figure 1E shows an alternative for one of the main
components of figures 1A-D;
Figures 2A-C show several stages in the assembling
of a system according to the invention using the com-
ponents of figures 1A-D;
Figures 3A-C show several stages in the assembling
of a system according to the invention using the com-
ponents of figures 1A-D, as viewed in cross-section;
Figure 4 shows an example of a piece of furniture
that can be made using a system according to the
invention; and
Figures 5A-E show several views of alternative em-
bodiments of two components for a system accord-
ing to the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0031] In figure 1A a connecting sleeve 3 is shown,
made from a thermoplastic material by injection mould-
ing. The sleeve 3 has an axis S and is symmetrical with
respect to a central flange 17 forming a connection be-
tween two sleeve halves 15a,b. Each sleeve half 15a,b
comprises four lips 18a,b bounding a passage 29 that
extends through the flange 17. The lips 18a,b are resil-
iently bendable in direction E and are provided with stop
edges 19a,b at their outer ends. The distance between
the stop edges 19a,b is L1 and the length of the sleeve
halves 15a,b is L2. The diameter of the flange 17 is D1
and the outer diameter of the sleeve halves 15a,b is D2,
at locations between the stop edges 19a,b and the flange
17.
[0032] In figure 1B, a securing pin 5 is shown, which
is dimensionally stable (retains its shape) and made from
a rigid material and having a cylindrical outer surface 20
with axis T and opposite ends 21a,b. The pin 5 has a
diameter D3 that corresponds to the inner diameter of
the passage 29 and the cylindrical outer surface has a
length L3 that corresponds to L1 or is larger. The maxi-

mum length is about twice B2 (figure 1D).
[0033] In figure 1C, an insert 4 is shown, made in two
parts from a thermoplastic material by injection moulding
and dimensionally stable. The insert 4 is a regular body
composed of six rings 23 and twelve small plates 25, the
plates 25 connecting adjacent rings 23 to each other.
The insert 4 is of an open construction, therefore light-
weight, leaving spaces 24 free between adjacent rings
23. The rings 23 are cylindrical with outer diameter D4
and inner diameter D5 and have outer edges 26 and inner
edges 27 and form at least part of accommodation or
receiving paces 22. The distance L4 between the edges
26 and 27 corresponds to the distance L2 between the
flange 17 and the stop edges 19a,b of sleeve 3. The
edges 26 are flush with the edges of the plates 25. The
distance between the outer edges of the plates 25 on
opposite rings 23, equal to the distance between the edg-
es 26 of these rings 23, is the outer width B1, in all three
orthogonal directions. Pairs of opposite rings 23 are
aligned according to axis U and are spaced from one
another, thereby forming an inner space 40 with the two
other pairs of rings 23.
[0034] In figure 1D, one (2a) of two similar frame struc-
ture members 2a,b are shown, both elongated and hol-
low, made from aluminium, for example, by extrusion.
The members 2 are box-shaped having a square cross-
section with four sides 6-9 having an inner width B2. Ap-
ertures 11-14 have been made in the sides 6-9, forming
a connection between the outside of the members 2 and
their hollow inner space 10. The apertures 11-14 in the
sides 6-9 are evenly spaced apart along the sides and
are in register with one another. The apertures are cir-
cular and have a diameter D6. Their axis V lie in common
cross-sectional planes, so that it does not matter which
longitudinal side is used for connection to another struc-
ture member. The members 2 have open opposite ends
28, which can be closed off by a plate 30, vide figures
2A and 3A-C, which plate may be provided with an ap-
erture 31 similar to apertures 11-14 or otherwise. The
inner spacing L5 from the inner surface 32 of the plate
30 inserted in the end 28 to the centre of each adjacent
one of the apertures 11-14 corresponds to the inner spac-
ing between the centre of said 11-14 to the adjacent lon-
gitudinal edge of the member 2a, so that at that member
end five apertures 11-14,31 lie on the faces of an imag-
inary cube. L5 corresponds to half B1.
[0035] The afore mentioned outer width B1 corre-
sponds to the inner spacing B2 between opposite sides
6,8 or 7,9 of member 2. As a consequence, the insert 4
fits snugly inside the member 2 in the inner space 10
thereof in a stable manner, the edges of the plates 25
contacting the inner surfaces of the sides 6-9. Yet, the
inserts 4 can be inserted into the inner space 10 through
the outer ends 28 of the member 2 and be slid up to the
selected location. Thus, a series of inserts 2 can be in-
troduced into a member 2. Each following insert 4 will
urge the previously introduced inserts to move on within
the inner space 10. Because the dimension B1 also cor-
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responds to the spacing B3 between two adjacent aper-
tures 11, 12, 13, 14 in a side 6, 7, 8, 9, in a series of
inserts 2 within the inner space 10, the edges 26 will be
concentric to the respective apertures 11-14. The edges
26 of the rings 23 connect to the apertures 11-14. In ad-
dition, at the end of the member 2a,2b, the insert 4 located
there will also connect to the aperture 31 with the edge
26 of one of its ring 23, due to the fact that L5 corresponds
to half B1.
[0036] Without using special tools, two frame structure
members 2 can be connected to one another to form a
system 1, by means of insert 4, sleeve 3 and securing
pin 5. This is illustrated in figures 2A-C and 3A-C.
[0037] In figure 2A, it is shown that a series of three
inserts 4 is introduced (arrow A) into the inner space 10
of the members 2 until they all have their edges 26 aligned
with the edges of the apertures 11-14. The outer ends of
the members 2 are closed off by end plates 30 (arrow
P), for instance by means of a press-fit or adhesive. In
figure 2B, the sleeve 3 is first inserted (arrow B) with its
half 15a into an aperture 12 in side 7 of member 2a and
into accommodation space 22, wherein the stop edges
19a engage behind the edge 27. Thereafter, the assem-
bly of member 2a, inserts 4 and sleeve 3 is moved (arrow
C) towards and against the end of member 2b. In this
movement, the sleeve half 15b is introduced into aperture
31 of member 2b and into the accommodation space 22
present there, until the side 7 of member 2a abuts the
end face of member 2b and the stop edges 19b engage
behind stop edge 27 of the ring 23 which connects to
aperture 31. As will be explained below, the flange 17
fits into apertures 12 and 31.
[0038] In order to secure this position, the securing pin
5 is inserted, arrow D, figure 2C, through an aperture 14
in side 9 of member 2a, which side is opposite the side
7 that abuts the end plate 30 of member 2b, through the
accommodation space 22 debouching in aperture 14 and
through the inner space 40 in insert 4. Securing pin 5 is
then pushed (possibly by using an ordinary tool such as
a screwdriver or by using one’s index finger) into the pas-
sage 29 in sleeve 3 until all lips 18a,b are engaged by
surface 20 of the pin 5 and are thereby fixed against a
radially inward bending movement. As a consequence,
both members 2a,b are connected to one another in a
reliable manner to form part of a piece of furniture, such
as a chair, or possibly a playing house or a dog house.
In case the length L 3 is larger than the spacing between
the edges 27 of two opposite rings 23, the pin 5 will be
guided by the rings 23 when passing through inner space
40.
[0039] A similar process of connecting can be seen in
detail in figures 3A-C. The accommodation space 22 con-
necting to (first) aperture 11 communicates with (second)
aperture 13 by the inner or central space 40 of the insert
4 and a further accommodation space 22 at aperture 13,
so that a passage 50 inside the member 2a,b is created
for pin 5. During insertion of sleeve 3 into aperture 11
and space 22 (arrow C), the lips 18a bend inwardly, arrow

E. As soon as the edges 19a have moved beyond the
edge 27 of ring 23, they will move radially outwards, arrow
F, figure 3B, after which the edges 19a engage behind
the edge 27. Due to the fact that the outer diameter D2
of sleeve half 15a corresponds to the inner diameter D5
of ring 23, the sleeve fits into the ring 23 without play.
Due to the fact that the outer diameter D1 of the flange
corresponds to the diameter D6 of the aperture 11. the
flange 17 can move into the aperture 11. The inner di-
ameter D5 of the edges 26 is smaller than the diameter
D6, so that a step is formed against which the flange 17
abuts. Then, the flange 17 fits for half its thickness in the
aperture 11. The sleeve 3 is now secured against axially
movement in two opposite directions.
[0040] Next, the other member 2b is moved against
member 2a, during which the aperture 11 is moved over
the lips 18b of sleeve 3, until the stop edges 19b engage
behind edge 27 of insert 4 in member 2b and the flange
11 is received for the other half of its thickness in the
aperture 11 of structure member 2b. The sides 6 of both
structure members 2a,b then abut one another. There-
after, the securing pin 5 is inserted through aperture 13
(arrow D), moved through passage 50 towards and into
sleeve 3 and pushed into sleeve 3, for instance using a
finger or an ordinary screwdriver, until end plane 21b is
at the location of the stop edges 19b, which can be seen
by the user. Since the length L3 of the cylindrical surface
of the pin 5 corresponds to the length L1, the user can
be sure that the other, leading end is at the location of
the stop edges 19a. Due to the fact that the outer diameter
D3 of pin 5 corresponds to inner diameter of the passage
29, the pin fits snugly in the sleeve 3 and a radially inward
movement of the lips 18a,b is prevented. The axis S,T,
U and V are aligned.
[0041] In the event of the members 2a,b having to be
disconnected again, one can take a screw driver and
push it in the direction D into the aperture 13 of member
2b, so as to push pin 5 in the direction G and out of the
sleeve 3. After removal of pin 5, it is easy to remove the
members 2a,b from one another. Similarly, a screw driver
can be inserted through the aperture 13 in member 2a,
to push securing pin 5 back again.
[0042] In figure 4, a table 100 is shown, composed of
four structure members 102 and four structure members
102’, as well as a plate 101. The members 102, 102’and
102" correspond to members 2a,b. The connection be-
tween members 102 and 102’ can be realized as de-
scribed above.
[0043] In figures 5A,B, an alternative embodiment of
an insert, 204, is shown, in which the edges 226 have an
inner circumference that is not round, in this example
polygonal, octagonal. In figures 5C,D, a sleeve 203 is
shown, in which the sleeve halves 215a,b are provided
with two thin flanges 217 and with unround circumferen-
tial edges 240a,b, in this example polygonal, octagonal,
to match edges 226. In the assembled state of the sys-
tem, the edges 226 and 240a,b will interengage, as a
result of which a relative rotation about axis S,U is pre-
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vented and the members 2a,b cannot rotate with respect
to one another, also due to the strength against torsion
of sleeve 203 and the fixed position of the inserts 204 in
members 202a,b.
[0044] Instead of a hollow structure member 2a,b and
an insert 4, a solid structure member can be used, for
instance structure member 102 shown in figure 1E. Here,
the accommodation spaces 122 have been milled, as
well as a central space 140 extending in longitudinal di-
rection starting at aperture 130 in end plane 128. The
inner edges 127 of the inner walls 123 of the spaces 122
form the stop edges for the stop edges 19a,b of the sleeve
3.
[0045] Securing pin 5 can be provided in two parts, in
which case their combined length can be L3, their end
planes axially abutting one another after both pin halves
have been inserted into the sleeve 3. In this case, how-
ever, the user has to place two securing parts.
[0046] It is also possible to use sleeves corresponding
to a half of the sleeve 3 or the like, and provided with a
connection portion as mentioned above, wherein such a
half-sleeve is provided with a part having a particular
function, such as a closing plate, preferably flush fitting
into the aperture, in a desired colour, so that other, ex-
posed apertures 11-14 can be closed. It is also possible
to combine such half-sleeves with other useful parts,
such as a hook for clothes, a support for a shelf, a hinge
blade, a screw or bolt. The half-sleeve may be provided
with the above mentioned lips with stop edges for engag-
ing stop edges in the structure member concerned, in
particular provided on an insert in the structure member.
The connection of the half-sleeve to the structure mem-
ber may be secured by a securing device, such as a pin,
adapted for that purpose.
[0047] A connection system for structures, in particular
for pieces of furniture and their components, has been
described herein. This and other variations, which will be
appreciated by those skilled in the art, are within the in-
tended scope of this disclosure as claimed below. As
previously stated, detailed embodiments of the present
disclosure are disclosed herein; however, it is to be un-
derstood that the disclosed embodiments are merely ex-
emplary of the disclosure that may be embodied in var-
ious forms.

Claims

1. System of a first and a second structure member, in
particular frame members, and a connecting assem-
bly for connecting said first and second structure
members, wherein both said first and second struc-
ture members have a first side and a second side,
wherein both said first and second structure mem-
bers are provided with at least one first accommo-
dation space for accommodating a portion of the con-
necting assembly, said accommodation space de-
bouching in said first side through a first aperture,

wherein said connecting assembly comprises a con-
necting sleeve having an axis and being adapted for
accommodation in said first accommodation spaces
in both said structure members and provided with
first and second connecting portions, which are lo-
cated at a distance from one another in sleeve axis
direction, preferably are located at the opposite ends
of said sleeve, and which can assume a connecting
position in which they engage the first and second
structure members, respectively, to prevent detach-
ment of said structure members from each other,
wherein the connecting assembly further comprises
a securing device which is insertable in said con-
necting sleeve into a securing position for securing
the first and second connecting portions in their con-
necting position, characterized in that the first ac-
commodation space of at least one of said structure
members is in communication with a second aper-
ture in the second side of the structure member con-
cerned to enable the insertion of said securing mem-
ber from said second side into said connecting
sleeve and into its securing position and wherein said
securing device has a length which is at least ap-
proximately the distance between the first and sec-
ond connecting portions.

2. System according to claim 1, wherein said securing
device is a single securing member, preferably a uni-
tary body and/or a solid body, in particular pin-
shaped.

3. System according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said first
and second connecting portions are radially movable
with respect to said sleeve axis between a free po-
sition and the connecting position, wherein, prefer-
ably, the first and second portions are resiliently bi-
ased towards their connecting position.

4. System according to claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein said
securing device is removably insertable in said con-
necting sleeve, wherein, preferably, both structure
members have a second side with said second ap-
erture, wherein said first and second apertures pref-
erably are substantially aligned with one another.

5. System according to the preamble of claim 1 or ac-
cording to any one of the preceding claims, wherein
said first accommodation space in at least one of
said structure members is at least in part formed by
an insert dimensioned to be included, preferably re-
movably, in said structure member.

6. System according to claim 5, wherein said first
and/or second structure member form(s) a hollow
space for receiving the insert in a snugly fitting man-
ner.

7. System according to any one of the preceding
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claims, wherein said first accommodation spaces
are provided with first stop edges and wherein said
first and second connecting portions are provided
with second stop edges for engaging behind the first
stop edges.

8. System according to claims 5 or 6, and 7, wherein
said first stop edges are formed by material of said
insert.

9. System according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein said first and/or second structure
member is provided with a series of first apertures
in its first side, preferably regularly spaced apart from
one another.

10. System according to claim 9 and any one of the
claims 5-8, when dependent from claim 5, wherein
said insert is movable, preferably slidable, inside
said structure member to be brought in line with a
selected one of said first apertures.

11. System according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein said first and/or second structure
member is provided with at least one further side,
such as said second side, provided with at least one
further aperture, which is preferably similar to the
first aperture, and at least one further accommoda-
tion space debouching in said further side through
said further aperture, wherein said first and further
apertures each have an axis, said axis of said further
aperture and said axis of said first aperture prefera-
bly being in one plane.

12. System according to claims 9 and 11, wherein said
further side is provided with a series of further aper-
tures, preferably regularly spaced apart from one an-
other, preferably with a spacing corresponding to the
spacing between the first apertures.

13. System according to claim 5 and claim 11 or 12,
wherein said insert forms said first and said further
accommodation spaces, the insert forming prefera-
bly, at least in part, a plurality of said accommodation
spaces, oriented in different directions, in particular
including two or three orthogonal directions.

14. System according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein said first and/or said second struc-
ture member is elongated and, preferably, has a po-
lygonal cross section, and/or wherein said connect-
ing assembly connects the first and second structure
member with their first sides abutting one another.

15. Structure, in particular a utility structure, such as a
furniture structure, comprising one or more systems
according to any one of the preceding claims.
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