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(54) Buckle

(57) A buckle has a base (1) including a mounting
portion (10) for an object to couple (J), and a lever (2)
swingably assembled to the base (1). The lever (2) in-
cludes an assembling portion (20) for assembling the le-
ver to the base (1), an operating portion (21) extending
from the assembling portion (20), and a clamping portion
(22) extending from the assembling portion (20) in a di-
rection different from the operating portion (21). A main

part (11) of the base (1) and the assembling portion (20)
of the lever (2) are configured to clamp a band-like mem-
ber (W) therebetween by swinging and setting the lever
(2) in a lying position, the band-like member (W) passing
between the main part (11) of the base (1) and the as-
sembling portion (20) of the lever (2) with the lever (2)
being set in a raised position. The operating portion (21)
of the lever (2) has a slit (21c) formed therein in order to
pass the band-like member (W) therethrough.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an improved
buckle, which is adapted to couple a band-like member
with an object to couple, such as another band-like mem-
ber, in such a state that the clamping position is adjust-
able.
[0002] JP-U-63-140207 has disclosed a buckle, which
is formed of a main body and a stopper swingably as-
sembled to the main body. The main body includes a pair
of side plates and a bottom plate extending between the
paired side plates. The stopper is bent at a bearing por-
tion by a certain angle so that one of the two ends serves
as an operating portion while the other end serves as an
engaging cam portion. The stopper includes shafts dis-
posed on both sides of the bearing portion. The stopper
is swingably assembled to the main body by putting the
shafts in holes formed in the paired side plates of the
main body. The buckle is configured so that a belt can
pass from outside into between the bottom plate of the
main body and the bearing portion of the stopper with
the stopper being raised. When the stopper is laid down
from a state wherein the belt has passed as described
above, the belt is sandwiched between the bottom of the
main body and the engaging cam portion of the stopper,
being clamped.
[0003] In order to adjust the clamping position of the
belt in the buckle, it is necessary to move the belt in its
longitudinal direction to set it at a desired position with
the stopper being raised, followed by laying down the
stopper. For this reason, it is necessary to perform the
adjustment by both hands of a user in the buckle. If a
tension is applied to the belt when the stopper is raised,
the belt could unexpectedly fall out from between the
main body and the stopper.
[0004] It is a main object of the present invention to
provide a buckle, which is configured to include such a
type of base and a lever swingably assembled to the
base so that the base and the lever sandwich and clamp
a band-like member passing through between the base
and the lever with the lever being raised, and which is
capable not only of preventing the band-like member
from unexpectedly falling out from between the base and
the lever when the lever is raised but also of at least
laying down the lever by a single hand.
[0005] In order to attain the above-mentioned object,
the present invention provides a buckle, which is defines
as described below:

(1) A buckle for coupling a band-like member to an
object to couple, comprising:
(2) a base including a mounting portion for the object
to couple; and
(3) a lever swingably assembled to the base;
(4) wherein the base includes a main part and a sup-
port projecting from the main part to support the le-
ver;
(5) wherein the lever includes an assembling portion

for assembling the lever to the base, an operating
portion extending from the assembling portion, and
a clamping portion extending from the assembling
portion in a direction different from the operating por-
tion;
(6) wherein the main part of the base and the as-
sembling portion of the lever are configured to clamp
the band-like member therebetween by swinging
and setting the lever in a lying position, the band-like
member passing between the main part of the base
and the assembling portion of the lever with the lever
being set in a raised position; and
(7) wherein the operating portion of the lever has a
slit formed therein so as to extend in a direction of a
swing axis of the lever in order to pass the band-like
member therethrough.

[0006] The band-like member, which has passed be-
tween the lever and the base with the lever set in such
a raised position, is taken out from an inner side of the
operating portion to an outer side of the operating portion
through the slit formed in the operating portion. When
the lever is set in a lying position from such a state with
the band-like member taken out as described above, the
band-like member can be clamped between the clamping
portion and the main part of the base, completing the
clamping of the band-like member.
Although the band-like member is released from the
clamped position when the lever is set in a raised position,
the band-like member may extend outside from the outer
side of the operating portion through the slit even at that
time. At that time, if a force is applied to the band-like
member or to the buckle in a direction to cause the band-
like member to fall out of the slit, or to both the band-like
member and the buckle in such a direction, the band-like
member W is brought into contact with a projecting end
of the clamping portion, an edge of the slit close to the
inner side of the operating portion, and an edge of the
slit close to the outer side of the operating portion. As a
result, if such a force is applied to, e.g. the band-like
member when the lever is raised, the lever is urged to-
ward the lying position, being swung by at least a certain
angle in a direction to lie down. When the lever is swung
as described above, the band-like member is clamped
between the projecting end of the clamping portion and
the main part of the base. Thus, the band-like member
is prohibited from falling out from between the lever and
the base, with the result that it is possible to prevent the
band-like member and the buckle from being disassem-
bled unexpectedly. By catching a portion of the band-like
member, which extends out of the slit, and taking the
extending portion toward the main part of the base, the
band-like member can be clamped by a simple operation
since the lever can be swung to the lying position by a
single hand.
[0007] The slit may be formed in an arc shape in a
longitudinal direction thereof. In this mode, an edge of
the slit on one of the inner side and the outer side of the
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operating portion can be brought into forceful contact with
a central portion of the band-like member, which is
strained by the above-mentioned force. Further, the edge
of the slit on the other side can be brought into forceful
contact with both side edges of the strained band-like
member.
[0008] A portion of the operating portion of the lever
with the slit formed therein may be formed so as to have
both curved surfaces, each of which has a center of cur-
vature coincident with the center of the slit. In this mode,
an edge of the slit on one of the inner side and the outer
side of the operating portion can be brought into forceful
contact with a central portion of the band-like member,
which is strained by the above-mentioned force. Further,
the edge of the slit on the other side can be brought into
forceful contact with both side edges of the strained band-
like member.
[0009] The operating portion of the lever may have two
slits formed therein so as to extend along a swing axis
of the lever and to be spaced from each other in a pro-
jecting direction of the operating portion in order to pass
the band-like member therethrough. In this mode, the
band-like member, which has passed between the lever
and the base, can be taken out from the inner side of the
operating portion of the lever to the outer side of the op-
erating portion through one of the two slits, followed by
being taken out to the inner side of the operating portion
through the other slit. In this mode as well, the lever,
which has been raised when the above-mentioned force
is applied, can be swung in a direction to lie down, pre-
venting the band-like member from falling out from be-
tween the lever and the base.
[0010] The lever may have a swing center set at a po-
sition, which is located above the clamping portion and
is closer to a side of the operating portion remote from a
projecting side of the operating portion than a position
just above the clamping portion when the lever is set in
the lying position. In this mode, the main part of the base
and the assembling portion of the lever can ensure as
large a gap as possible therebetween in order to pass
the band-like member through the gap when the lever is
set in a raised position, while the main part of the base
and the assembling portion of the lever can make the
gap narrower therebetween to firmly clamp the band-like
member in the gap when the lever is set in a lying position.
[0011] In accordance with the buckle of the present
invention, when the lever is raised, a band-like member,
which has passed between the base and the lever, can
be brought into contact with the clamping portion of the
lever and the edges of the slit at different positions be-
cause of passing through the slit of the operating portion
of the lever as well. If a tension is applied to the band-
like member so as to urge the band-like member to be
raised, the band-like member is swung in a direction to
lie down, preventing the band-like member from falling
out from between the base and the lever unexpectedly.
Further, by catching and holding a portion of the band-
like member extending from the slit, it is possible to at

least set the lever in the lying position by a single hand.
[0012] In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the buckle according to an
embodiment of the present invention;
Fig. 2 is a bottom view of the buckle;
Fig. 3 is a right side view of the buckle;
Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken along line A-A
of Fig. 1;
Fig. 5 is a front view of the buckle;
Fig. 6 is a rear view of the buckle;
Fig. 7 is a plan view of the buckle when the lever
according to the embodiment is raised;
Fig. 8 is a bottom view of the buckle when the lever
according to the embodiment is raised;
Fig. 9 is a front view of the buckle when the lever
according to the embodiment is raised;
Fig. 10 is a rear view of the buckle when the lever
according to the embodiment is raised;
Fig. 11 is a right side view of the buckle when the
lever according to the embodiment is raised;
Fig. 12 is a cross-sectional view taken along line B-
B of Fig. 7;
Fig. 13 is a cross-sectional view of the buckle, ex-
plaining how to use the buckle;
Fig. 14 is another cross-sectional view of the buckle,
explaining how to use the buckle;
Fig. 15 is a disassembled side view of the buckle
according to another embodiment, where essential
parts of the buckle are shown in section; and
Fig. 16 is a schematic view of the buckle shown in
Fig. 15, explaining the function of the buckle.

[0013] Now, embodiments of the present invention will
be described based on Fig. 1 to Fig. 16.
[0014] Fig. 1 to Fig. 6 show a buckle having a lever 2
set in a lying position, and Fig. 7 to Fig. 12 show the
buckle having the lever 2 set in a raised position. The left
side views of the buckle are shown so as to be symmet-
rical to Fig. 3 and Fig. 11 showing right side views of the
buckle. Fig. 13 shows a state wherein band-like members
W and W’ are clamped by the buckle. Fig. 14 shows a
state wherein the lever 2 has been raised from the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 13.
[0015] Fig. 15 shows the base 1 and the lever 2 ac-
cording to a modified embodiment in a disassembled
way, wherein the structure of the buckle shown in Fig. 1
to Fig. 14 is partly modified. Fig. 16 shows the buckle
shown in the modified embodiment in such a way that
essential parts of the buckle are shown in a simplified
manner as a side view in order to readily understand the
functions of the buckle. (It should be noted that the profile
of the lever 2 in a raised position is shown by imaginary
lines.)
[0016] The buckle according to each of the embodi-
ments according to the present invention may be typically
used to couple an end portion of a band-like member W
with an object to couple J, such as the other end portion
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of the band-like member W, a different band-like member
W’ or a product itself, through the buckle in such a state
that the clamping position is adjustable.
[0017] The buckle according to the first embodiment
is formed of the base 1 and the lever 2.
[0018] The base 1 has a mounting portion 10 formed
therein for the object to couple J. For example, when the
base 1 is mounted to one of two band-like members W’
by making use of the mounting portion 10 of the base 1,
the two band-like members W and W’ can be coupled
together through the buckle. When the base 1 is mounted
to an end portion of a band-like member W by making
use of the mounting portion 10 of the base 1, both end
portions of the band-like member W can be coupled to-
gether through the buckle. When the base 1 is mounted
to, e.g. the main body of a bag by making use of the
mounting portion 10 of the base 1, a band-like member
W can be coupled with, e.g. the main body of the bag
through the buckle.
[0019] The base 1 is formed of a main part 11 and a
support 12 projecting the main part 11 to support the
lever 2. In the shown embodiment, the main part 11 is
formed of a plate, which has supports 12 formed on op-
posed sides. One 11a of sides of the main part 11 without
the supports 12 is configured to be curved inside the main
part 11 as being closer to a substantially middle position
in the longitudinal direction of the side 11a. Each of the
support 12 is formed as a side plate, which projects in a
direction orthogonal to a surface of the main part 11. Each
of the supports 12 starts at a corner where the curved
side 11a and one of the sides with the supports 12 mount-
ed thereto meet together, and terminates, decreasing the
projection length from a middle portion of each of the
supports. The main part 11 has a tongue 11b projecting
from portions thereof, at which the supports terminate.
Each of the supports 12 has a hole 12a formed therein
so as to pass therethrough from outside to inside at a
position close to each of the corners. The tongue 11b of
the main part 11 has a slit 11c formed to extend in a
spacing thereof between the paired supports 12 so as to
pass therethrough at a position close to a portion of the
main part, from which the tongue projects. In the shown
embodiment, the base 1 may be mounted to the band-
like member W’ by passing the band-like member W’
through the slit 11c and winding the band-like member
W’ around the tongue 11b of the base 1. In other words,
the slit 11c serves as the mounting portion 10 in the
shown embodiment.
[0020] The lever 2 is swingably assembled to the base
1. The lever 2 has an operating portion 21 projecting from
an assembling portion 20 thereof with the lever assem-
bled to the base 1, and a clamping portion 22 projecting
from the assembling portion 20 in a direction different
from the operating portion 21. In the shown embodiment,
the operating portion 21 is formed of a plate having a size
covering almost the entire surface of the base 1. The
clamping portion 22 is formed so as to project from one
side of the operating portion 21 throughout the entire side.

In the shown embodiment, the clamping portion 22
projects in a direction substantially orthogonal to an inner
side of the operating portion 21. The lever 2 has respec-
tive projections 20a formed on a pair of surfaces extend-
ing in a thickness direction thereof, at portions thereof
with the operating portion 21 and the clamping portion
22 meeting each other. The lever 2 is swingably assem-
bled to the base so as to be swingable about the projec-
tions 20a by putting one of the projections 20a in the hole
12a of one of the paired supports 12 and 12 and putting
the other projection 20a in the hole 12a of the other of
the supports 12 and 12. In other words, the meeting por-
tion between the operating portion 21 and the clamping
portion 22 serves as the assembling portion 20 in the
shown embodiment. In the shown embodiment, each of
the supports 12 of the base 1 has a guide groove 12b
formed between a projecting end thereof and the hole
12a. On the other hand, each of the projections 20a of
the lever 2 has an inclined surface 20b formed on an end
facing the projecting direction of the clamping portion 22.
The lever 2 and base 1 are assembled by making use of
the guide grooves 12b and the inclined surfaces 20b to
elastically expand the distance between the paired sup-
ports 12 and 12 as well as pressing the lever 2 into be-
tween the paired supports 12 and 12 until the projections
20a are fitted into the holes 12a. The distance between
a projection 20a of the lever 2 and the projecting end 22a
of the clamping portion 22 is determined so as to be slight-
ly shorter than the distance between the surface of the
main part 11 and the hole 12a formed in a support 12 of
the base 1, just under the hole 12a. In the shown em-
bodiment, the main part 11 of the base 1 has two ribs
11d and 11d formed thereon so as to extend between
the paired supports 12 and 12 and to be spaced from
each other just at positions under the holes 12a. The
clamping portion 22 of the lever 2 is disposed so as to
have the projecting end 22a set in between the ribs 11d
and 11d when the lever 2 is set in the lying position. The
projecting end 22a of the clamping portion 22 and the
two ribs 11d and 11d are configured to form a clamping
gap S at this time, which is narrower than the thickness
of a band-like member to clamp (see Fig. 4). One of the
two ribs 11d and 11d, which is closer to the tongue 11b
of the base 1, has an inner side formed as an inclined
surface 11e, which is inclined so as to gradually increase
the rib width from the rib top toward the rib bottom.
[0021] In this embodiment, an outer side 20c of the
assembled portion 20 of the lever 2 and an outer side
22b of the clamping portion 22 continuous with the outer
side 20c of the assembled portion are curved along the
curved side 11a of the base 1. The operating portion 21
of the lever 2 has a wide portion on its distal side and a
narrow portion on its side close to the clamping portion.
When the lever 2 is set in the lying position, both edges
of the wide portion of the lever 2 are brought in contact
with the top sides of lowered portions 12c of the clamping
portion 12 of the base 1.
[0022] In the buckle according to this embodiment, a
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band-like member W is passed between the main part
11 of the base 1 and the clamping portion 20 of the lever
2 in such a state wherein the lever 2 is set in a raised
position, i.e. wherein an inner side 21b of the operating
portion 21 of the lever 2 is drawn away from the main
part 11 of the base 1. The band-like member is clamped
between the clamping portion 22 of the lever 2 and the
main part 11 of the base by swinging the lever 2 to set
the lever in the lying position, i.e. swinging the inner side
21b of the operating portion 21 of the lever 2 to a position
to closely confront with the main part 11 of the base 1.
[0023] In the shown embodiment, when the lever 2 is
set in a raised position, the outer side 22b of the clamping
portion 22 and an inner side of the main part 11 define a
gap therebetween, which is wider than the thickness of
the band-like member W to clamp. By making use of this
wide gap, it is possible to pass the band-like member W
between the base 1 and the lever 2 when the lever 2 is
set in such a raised position.
[0024] In the buckle according to this embodiment, the
operating portion 21 of the lever 2 has a slit 21c formed
therein so as to extend in the swing axis x of the lever 2
in order to pass the band-like member W therethrough.
[0025] Specifically, in the shown embodiment, the op-
erating portion 21 of the lever 2 has the single slit 21c
formed therein on a distal side thereof, i.e. on a side re-
mote from the clamping portion 22 so as to pass there-
through from outside to inside. The slit 21c is configured
to have a width substantially equal to or slightly larger
than the thickness of the band-like member W, which
passes through the slit.
[0026] The slit 21c is formed in an arc shape in the
longitudinal direction thereof.
[0027] Specifically, in the shown embodiment, the slit
21c is formed so as to be curved toward a side of the
lever remote from the distal side, i.e. a side of the lever
2 close to the clamping portion 2.
[0028] In this embodiment, a portion of the operating
portion 21 of the lever 2 with the slit 21c formed therein
is formed so as to have both curved surfaces, each of
which has the center of curvature coincident with the
center of the slit 21c.
[0029] Specifically, in the shown embodiment, the op-
erating portion 21 of the lever 2 is formed so as to have
a curved surface on both the inner side 21b and an outer
side 21a thereof on the distal side so that the inner side
21b is gradually closer to the outer side toward the center
of the lever 2 while the outer side 21a gradually over-
hangs outside toward the center of the lever 2 (see Fig.
14).
[0030] The band-like member W, which has passed
between the lever 2 and the base 1 with the lever 2 set
in such a raised position, is taken out from the inner side
21b of the operating portion 21 to the outer side 21a of
the operating portion 21 through the slit 21c formed in
the operating portion. When the lever 2 is set in the lying
position from the state with the band-like member W tak-
en out as described above, the band-like member W can

be clamped between the clamping portion 22 and the
main part 11 of the base 1, completing the clamping of
the band-like member W. Although the band-like member
W is released from the clamped position when the lever
2 is set in a raised position, the band-like member may
extend outside from the outer side 21a of the operating
portion 21 through the slit 21c even at that time. At that
time, if a force is applied to the band-like member W or
to the buckle in a direction to cause the band-like member
W to fall out of the slit 21c, or to both the band-like member
W and the buckle in such a direction, the band-like mem-
ber W is brought into contact with the projecting end 22a
of the clamping portion 22, an edge 21d of the slit 21c
close to the inner side 21b of the operating portion 21,
and an edge of the slit 21c close to the outer side 21e of
the operating portion 21 (see Fig. 14). As a result, if such
a force is applied to, e.g. the band-like member W when
the lever 2 is raised as shown in Fig. 14, the lever 2 is
urged toward the lying position, being swung by at least
a certain angle in a direction to lie down. When the lever
2 is swung as described above, the band-like member
W is clamped between the projecting end 22a of the
clamping portion 22 and the main part 11 of the base 1.
Thus, the band-like member W is prohibited from falling
out from between the lever 2 and the base 1, with the
result that it is possible to prevent the band-like member
W and the buckle from being disassembled unexpected-
ly. By catching a portion Wa of the band-like member W,
which extends out of the slit 21c, and taking the extending
portion Wa toward the main part 11 of the base 1, the
band-like member W can be clamped by a simple oper-
ation since the lever 2 can swung to the lying position by
a single hand.
[0031] In particular, in this embodiment, the slit 21c is
formed in such an arc shape in the longitudinal direction
thereof, and the portion of the operating portion 21 of the
lever 2 with the slit 21c formed therein is formed so as
to have both curved surfaces, each of which has the cent-
er of curvature coincident with the center of the slit 21c.
By this arrangement, the edge of the slit 21c on one of
the inner side 21b and the outer side 21a of the operating
portion 21 can be brought into forceful contact with a
central portion of the band-like member W, which is
strained by the above-mentioned force. Further, the lever
2, which has been raised when the above-mentioned
force is applied, can be reliably swung in a direction to
lie down since the edge of the slit on the other side can
be brought into forceful contact with both side edges of
the strained band-like member W.
[0032] In the shown embodiment, an edge of the slit
21c, which is closer to the distal side of the operating
portion 21 on the outer side 21a of the operating portion
21 of the lever 2, is brought into contact with the central
portion of the band-like member W, which is urged to be
linear in the width direction thereof, being strained by the
above-mentioned force. Further, an edge of the slit 21c,
which is closer to the side remote from the distal side on
the inner side 21b of the operating portion 21 of the lever,
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is brought into contact with both side edges of the strained
band-like member W.
[0033] The buckle may be configured so that the op-
erating portion 21 of the lever 2 has two slits formed there-
in so as to extend in the swing axis x of the lever 2 and
to be spaced from each other in the projecting direction
of the operating portion 21 in order to pass a band-like
member W therethrough, which is different from the
shown embodiment.
[0034] In this case, the band-like member W, which
has passed between the lever 2 and the base 1, can be
taken out from the inner side 21b of the operating portion
21 of the lever 2 to the outer side of the operating portion
21 through one of the two slits, followed by being taken
out to the inner side 21b of the operating portion 21
through the other slit. In this case as well, the lever 2,
which has been raised when the above-mentioned force
is applied, can be swung in a direction to lie down, pre-
venting the band-like member W from falling out from
between the lever 2 and the base 1.
[0035] Fig. 15 shows the modified embodiment where-
in the swing center of the lever 2 is set at a position, which
is located above the clamping portion 22 and is closer to
a side of the operating portion 21 remote from the pro-
jecting side of the operating portion than a position just
above the clamping portion 22 when the lever 2 is set in
the lying position.
[0036] In this modified embodiment, the base 1 has
two ribs 11d and 11d disposed thereon just under the
holes 12a formed in the supports 12. The base also has
a slit 11c’ formed to extend in a spacing thereof between
the supports 12 at a position adjacent to one of the two
ribs 11d and 11d. The base also has two slits 11c" formed
therein between the other rib 11d and a side thereof with-
out the supports 12 so as to be spaced from each other
in order to serve as the mounting portion 10.
[0037] In this modified embodiment, the clamping por-
tion 22 has a projection 22a formed thereon so as to have
an inclined surface, which gradually increases the pro-
jection length toward the projecting side of the operating
portion. In this modified embodiment, each of the projec-
tions 20a of the lever 2, which are formed as short circular
members on the lever, has the center located at a position
closer to the side of the operating portion remote from
the projecting side of the operating portion than a position
just above a lower end 22c of the inclined surface.
[0038] When the lever 2 is configured as described just
above, the main part of the base 1 and the assembling
portion 20 of the lever 20 can ensure as large a gap S
as possible therebetween in order to pass a band-like
member W through the gap when the lever 2 is set in a
raised position, while the main part 11 of the base 1 and
the assembling portion 20 of the lever 20 can make the
gap narrower therebetween to firmly clamp the band-like
member W in the gap when the lever 2 is set in a lying
position (see Fig. 16). In other words, it is easy to pass
the band-like member W between the main part 11 of the
base 1 and the assembling portion 20 of the lever 2 when

the lever 2 is set in such a raised position, and it is possible
to pass the band-like member W between the main part
of the base and the assembling portion of the lever to
clamp therein even if the thickness of the band-like mem-
ber W increases to some extent. When the lever 2 is
raised from the lying position to release the band-like
member W from the clamped position, it is possible to
raise the lever 2 with a comparatively small force since
the clamping portion 22 is pressed against the band-like
member W at a position closer to the distal end of the
lever 2 than a position just under the swing center of the
lever 2.

Claims

1. A buckle for coupling a band-like member to an ob-
ject to couple, comprising:

a base including a mounting portion for the ob-
ject to couple; and
a lever swingably assembled to the base;

wherein the base includes a main part and a support
projecting from the main part to support the lever;
wherein the lever includes an assembling portion for
assembling the lever to the base, an operating por-
tion extending from the assembling portion, and a
clamping portion extending from the assembling por-
tion in a direction different from the operating portion;
wherein the main part of the base and the assembling
portion of the lever are configured to clamp the band-
like member therebetween by swinging and setting
the lever in a lying position, the band-like member
passing between the main part of the base and the
assembling portion of the lever with the lever being
set in a raised position; and
wherein the operating portion of the lever has a slit
formed therein so as to extend in a direction of a
swing axis of the lever in order to pass the band-like
member therethrough.

2. The buckle according to Claim 1, wherein the slit is
formed in an arc shape in a longitudinal direction
thereof.

3. The buckle according to Claim 1, wherein a portion
of the operating portion of the lever with the slit
formed therein is formed so as to have both curved
surfaces, each of which has a center of curvature
coincident with the center of the slit.

4. The buckle according to Claim 1, wherein the slit is
formed in an arc shape in a longitudinal direction
thereof; and
wherein a portion of the operating portion of the lever
with the slit formed therein is formed so as to have
both curved surfaces, each of which has a center of

9 10 



EP 2 108 277 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

curvature coincident with the center of the slit.

5. The buckle according to any one of Claims 1 to 4,
wherein the operating portion of the lever has two
slits formed therein so as to extend along a swing
axis of the lever and to be spaced from each other
in a projecting direction of the operating portion in
order to pass the band-like member therethrough.

6. The buckle according to any one of Claims 1 to 5,
wherein the lever has a swing center set at a position,
which is located above the clamping portion and is
closer to a side of the operating portion remote from
a projecting side of the operating portion than a po-
sition just above the clamping portion when the lever
is set in the lying position.
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