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(54) Packaging for food products

(57) Packaging for food products. It comprises a
base receptacle (2), made of a rigid material, a closing
mesh (3) and joining means (4) between the mesh (3)
and the base receptacle (2) in an area (5) adjacent to the
latter’s edges (6), the closing mesh and the base recep-
tacle being joined without interruption, thereby determin-
ing a single space for the lodging and containment of the

food products (22) in the packaging (1), which is endowed
with a laminar layer (23) made of a humidity- and shock-
absorbing material, placed, at least in the interior of the
base receptacle (2), adjacent thereto. The laminar layer
(23) is made of a material selected from a group formed
by: polymeric foam, for example polyurethane; CSC-type
non-woven fabric made of PP; and plasticised cellulose.
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Description

Technical sector of the invention

[0001] The invention relates to a packaging for food
products, of the type which comprise a base receptacle,
made of a rigid material, a closing mesh, joining means
between the mesh and the base receptacle in an area
adjacent to the latter’s edges, such that the closing mesh
and the base receptacle are joined without interruption,
thereby determining a single space for the lodging and
containment of the horticultural products in the packag-
ing.

Background of the invention

[0002] Numerous embodiments of packagings for food
products are known in the form of baskets composed of
a receptacle in the shape of a base bowl, which contains
and receives the fruits, vegetables or dried fruits, for ex-
ample, and is wrapped with means of containment, such
as, for example, a small net made of mesh fabric, which
allows the food to breathe, or continuous wrapping made
of translucent material, such as cellophane, paper or
transparent plastic.
[0003] Conventionally, both the small net and the cel-
lophane, paper or plastic wrapping completely surround
the base bowl and must be broken in order to access the
packaging contents, thereby destroying the containment.
Moreover, in the case of continuous cellophane, paper
or plastic wrapping, the latter must be endowed with per-
forations in order to provide the contents with breathing
capacity.
[0004] In any event, this type of basket-style packag-
ings have the additional disadvantage that the base bowl
and the mesh or the wrapping are usually loose and the
packaging content may move along the space between
the base bowl and the small net or the wrapping, thereby
hindering the docking and presentation of the product
and annoying the consumer.
[0005] Patent EP1764312 provides a packaging com-
posed of a base receptacle (2), made of a rigid material,
and a closing mesh (3), which additionally comprises join-
ing means (4) between the mesh (3) and the base recep-
tacle (2) in an area (5) adjacent to the latter’s edges (6),
such that the closing mesh and the base receptacle are
joined without interruption, thereby determining a single
space for the lodging and containment of the food prod-
ucts (22) in the packaging. The base receptacle (2) is
made of a flexible, rigid material and is endowed with a
bottom (7) and walls (8 - 11) that are joined to the bottom
(7) by means of folds (12 - 15) made of the same material,
the edges being endowed with folds (16 - 19) designed
to rigidify the base receptacle (2).
[0006] In addition to resolving the above-mentioned
disadvantage, the basket-packaging of patent
EP1764312 has other advantages as compared to
known conventional packagings, such as a smaller

amount of raw material and the possibility of packaging
the products and shaping the packaging continuously.
[0007] However, when the product contained in the
packaging exudes or when, as in the case of mussels or
other molluscs and crustaceans, liquid such as, for ex-
ample, sea water is expelled, the exudate or the liquid
may produce an undesirable visual effect, since it may
appear to be unhealthy, or even spill from the packaging,
with the consequent damages, which may be a disad-
vantage.
[0008] The purpose of this invention is to provide a
solution for this disadvantage.

Explanation of the invention

[0009] To this end, the object of this invention is an
innovative packaging for food products, of the type men-
tioned at the beginning, which in essence is character-
ised in that it is endowed with a laminar layer made of a
humidity- and shock-absorbing material that is placed,
at least in the interior of the base receptacle, adjacent
thereto.
[0010] According to another characteristic of the inven-
tion, the laminar layer is made of one or several materials
selected from the group formed by: polymeric foam, for
example polyurethane; CSC-type non-woven fabric
made of PP and plasiticised cellulose.

Brief description of the drawings

[0011] The attached drawings illustrate, as a non-lim-
iting example, a preferred, albeit not exclusive, embodi-
ment of the packaging for horticultural products of this
invention. In said drawings:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view, from above, of an em-
bodiment of the packaging of the invention;
Fig. 2 is a perspective view, but from below and par-
tially sectioned, of the packaging of Fig. 1; and
Fig. 3 is a detail view, according to iii in Fig. 2, which
illustrates the arrangement of the absorbent, shock-
absorbing laminar layer.

Detailed description of the drawings

[0012] Said drawings show that basket-style packag-
ing 1 for food products 22 that need to breathe, such as,
for example, fruits, vegetables, molluscs or crustaceans,
is formed by a base receptacle 2, made of a rigid material,
a closing mesh 3, a transport and manipulation handle
20, joined to the lateral walls of base receptacle 2.
[0013] Mesh 3 is joined to base receptacle 2 in an area
5 adjacent to the latter’s edges 6, for example by means
of thermal welding 4, bonded by "hot melt" or an equiv-
alent technique. Closing mesh 3 and base receptacle 2
are joined without interruption, thereby determining a sin-
gle space for the lodging and containment of food prod-
ucts 22 in packaging 1. Food products 22 are perfectly
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confined, without any possibility of relative displacement
of receptacle 2 with respect to mesh 3 or of becoming
loose between the latter and the receptacle.
[0014] Base receptacle 2 is made of a flexible, rigid
material and endowed with a bottom 7 and walls 8 - 11
that are joined to bottom 7 by means of folds 12 - 15
made of the same material, thereby determining a pack-
aging 1 that essentially has the shape of a parallelepiped.
On the edges of walls 8 - 11, receptacle 2 has corre-
sponding rigidifying folds 16 - 19, which make it possible
to keep bottom 7 essentially flat, and sufficiently rigid
walls 8 - 11 that provide the ensemble with consistency
and stability.
[0015] Preferably, packaging 1 takes on the shape of
a basket and is obtained from a portion of tubular fabric,
made up of a central, longitudinal portion of the fabric of
mesh 3 and two end portions of the material of receptacle
3, joined to the central portion by means of thermal weld-
ing 4 in area 5. The opposite ends of the end portions
are joined in a welding line 21.
[0016] From this portion of tubular fabric, "English
pleats" are made on the ends which consist of introducing
opposite ends of said closed contour into the cylinder
defined by said tubular fabric.
[0017] Thus, folds 16 - 19 of packaging 1 are the Eng-
lish-pleated folds, wherein an end-to-end longitudinal
part of the material, from the portion of tubular fabric, is
introduced into the cylinder defined by said tubular fabric,
the folds being arranged in a substantially diametral op-
position following the closed contour of the tubular fabric.
[0018] Figs. 2 and 3 show that packaging 1 is endowed
with a laminar layer 23, made of a humidity-absorbing
material with shock-absorbing functions, which is partic-
ularly convenient in the case of fruits and vegetables,
since they are considerably damaged by blows.
[0019] The preferred materials are foam, for example
polyurethane, or a CSC-type non-woven fabric made of
PP, or a plasticised cellulose, placed adjacent to the in-
terior of base receptacle 2. This absorbent, protective
layer 23 is soaked by the liquids which may exude or spill
from the food products contained in packaging 1, thereby
preventing them from coming out of packaging 1 in an
undesirable manner. A typical example is the case of
mussels, which produce excess sea water after being
packed.
[0020] Having sufficiently described the nature of this
invention, as well as how to implement it, we specify that
anything which does not alter, change or modify the main
principle thereof is subject to detail variations.

Claims

1. Packaging for food products, of the type which com-
prise a base receptacle (2), made of a rigid material,
a closing mesh (3) and joining means (4) between
the mesh (3) and the base receptacle (2) in an area
(5) adjacent to the latter’s edges (6), the closing

mesh and the base receptacle being joined without
interruption, thereby determining a single space for
the lodging and containment of the food products
(22) in the packaging (1), characterised in that it
is endowed with a laminar layer (23) made of a hu-
midity- and shock-absorbing material, placed, at
least in the interior of the base receptacle (2), adja-
cent thereto.

2. Packaging for food products, as claimed in claim 1,
characterised in that said laminar layer (23) is
made of a material selected from a group formed by:
polymeric foam, for example polyurethane; CSC-
type non-woven fabric made of PP; and plasticised
cellulose.
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