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(54) Food packaging

(57)  Afood packaging (10) is disclosed which has a
base area (12) and a handle (14). In use the packaging
can be folded to protect a pizza or the like and when the
pizza etc. is to be cooked, the handle is unfolded to act
as a handle for placing the pizza in an oven. The pack-
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aging can be heat resistant and left in the oven during
cooking, or the packaging can be used simply to place
the pizza in the oven. Complementary portions (16/20)
of the packaging can be used on opposing sides of the
packaging to hold the pizza in place prior to cooking. The
packaging may include apertures.
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Description

[0001] This invention relates to food packaging of the
type that can be used for more than one purpose. In par-
ticular, but not exclusively the invention relates to pack-
aging which can be used as a tool for putting food into
or taking food out of an oven.

[0002] Food products which need to be heated in an
oven are conventionally removed from their packaging
and placed on a dish or tray ready for placing in an oven.
This requires time and the dish or tray needs to be
cleaned after use. When the food product is cooked, it is
necessary to remove the hot dish or tray with some kind
ofoven glove, butthereis always arisk of the user burning
their hands.

[0003] Flat food products, like pizzas are usually
placed on large metal trays to be cooked. Such large
trays need to be cleaned after use but often these cannot
fitinto dish-washers so there is a reluctance to use them.
Pizzas tend to have toppings which melt and coat their
supporting surfaces with baked-on food which is difficult
to clean. If a cooking tray is not used the pizza may be
supported on the wire frame shelf of the oven, so such
toppings often leak onto the oven floor.

[0004] Foods like pizzas, for promotional reasons
should be viewable when on sale. Conventional card-
board boxes cannot readily achieve this. Wrapping a piz-
za in cellophane or the like can provide a viewable food
product, but no support for the food is then provided.
[0005] Embodiments of the present invention address
some or all of the problems mentioned above.

[0006] Accordingto afirstaspectoftheinvention, there
is provided a food product packaging formed from a gen-
erally planar sheet material, the packaging having a food
supporting area for supporting the food product and at
least one handle portion for manipulating in use said food
supported on said area, wherein, in a first configuration,
the handle is folded or foldable to extend over said area
thereby to cover only a portion of said food on said area
when said food is offered for sale, and wherein, in a sec-
ond configuration, the handle is positionable to extend
away from said area, thereby providing a handle which
allows said food to be carried on said area.

[0007] Thus, a pizza or the like can have supportive
packaging on its base and over only a part of its top face
to allow viewing when displayed for sale. When cooking
is required the packaging can be used to place the pizza
into a hot oven and to remove the pizza when itis cooked,
in the manner of a pizza spatula or paddle tool.

[0008] Optionally, the packaging can act as a cooking
tray during cooking if it is manufactured from appropriate
heat resistant materials. In that case the handle can be
left in its folded condition, or partly folded, in the oven,
and extended substantially fully when it is desired to re-
move the food from the oven carried by the handle.
[0009] According to a second aspect of the invention
there is provided a food product packaging formed or
formable from a heat resistant generally planar sheet ma-
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terial, the packaging having a food supporting area for
supporting said food product during oven cooking and at
least one handle formed integrally from the same sheet
material, wherein, in a first configuration the handle is
foldable to extend over the supporting area thereby to
coveronly a portion of said food on said area and wherein,
in a second configuration, the handle is positionable to
extend away from said area, thereby providing a handle
allowing carrying of the food supported on the area.
[0010] Thusthe packaging provides acooking surface,
which can be disposable, and which also provides a han-
dle for placing and/or removing the pizza into and/or out
of an oven or the like before or after cooking.

[0011] In an embodiment, the packaging according to
either the first or the second aspects is cut from one piece
of the sheet material. Preferably the outer periphery of
the packaging as well as apertures in the packaging are
cut at the same time.

[0012] Preferably the supporting area includes a plu-
rality of said apertures in use for allowing vapour to es-
cape from the packaging.

[0013] Preferably said handle is bifurcated such that it
is connected to said base in two places by forked sections
of the handle.

[0014] Preferably, when folded, the forked sections of
the handle are substantially perpendicular to said area
and thereby act to inhibit sliding of said food in a plane
parallel to said area, and preferably the remainder of the
handle is folded to be substantially parallel to said area,
to inhibit lifting of said food away from said base.
[0015] More preferably the packaging includes a fur-
ther portionin a position generally opposed to said handle
portion, having the same or similar features to the handle
portion described above.

[0016] Inanembodiment, said handle portion and said
further portion include complementary formations which
engage to hold said two portions substantially in their
folded positions.

[0017] Theinvention extends toany novel combination
of the features mentioned above or described herein.
[0018] By way by example, various embodiments of
the invention are described below with reference to the
drawings, wherein:

Figures 1a and 1b show plan views of one embodi-
ment of the invention arranged in unfolded and fold-
ed positions respectively.

Figures 2, 3 & 4 show plan views of unfolded em-
bodiments of the invention.

[0019] Referring to Figure 1 a there is shown a food
packaging blank 10 which is die-cut from a sheet material
such as cardboard or PET plastics. The packaging 10 is
in the form of a pizza tray and has a food supporting base
area 12 onto which is placed a pizza (not shown) or other
food product. The packaging includes also two portions
14 and 16 which extend from the base area 12.

[0020] The portions 14 and 16 are each connected to
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the base area 12 by two sections 22. Portion 14 can act
as a handle in use. The portions 14 and 16 have com-
plementary formations 18 and 20. When the pizza is
placed on the base the sections 22 are folded upwardly
at fold lines A, at approximately 90° relative to the plane
of the paper on which they are illustrated. Then the re-
mainder of portions 14 and 16, are folded at fold lines B
so as to be substantially parallel with the base 12, so that
sections 22 are upright, and so that the complementary
formations 18 and 20 are brought together such that they
are engaged and hold the portions in their folded posi-
tions.

[0021] The then folded blank 10’ is arranged as shown
in Figure 1b. The folded package 10’ holds the pizza in
place on the base 12, but allows viewing of the pizza
wheniitis on retail display. Apertures 24 (Figure 1a) allow
a part of the pizza to project therethrough when the pack-
aging 10 is folded, preventing the pizza sliding off the
base.

[0022] When the pizza is to be cooked, the packaging
can be opened and the pizza can be slid into the hot oven
using the unfolded handle portion 14 which then acts as
a handle. Forming the handle 14 into a slightly curved
form, such that the radius of curvature extends approxi-
mately perpendicular to the general length of the handle,
provides a more rigid handle.

[0023] The packaging can be left in the oven with the
pizza thereon until it is cooked, or the packaging may be
removed prior to cooking. When cooked the pizza can
be removed from the oven, using the handle 14 if the
packaging was left in place, or sliding the packaging un-
der the pizza and using the handle 14, if the packaging
was initially removed.

[0024] The packaging can then be recycled.

[0025] Similar embodiments are shown in Figures 2,3
and 4 where like features have like reference numerals
preceded by the numeral 2,3 or 4.

[0026] In the embodiments shown in Figures 3 and 4,
vent holes 336 and 436 are illustrated, which aid cooking
of the pizza when the packaging is left in the oven, sup-
porting the pizza.

[0027] In Figure 3 a longer handle 314 is achieved by
reducing the length of the opposing portion 316. In Fig-
ures 3 and 4 joining of portions 314 and 316, and 414
and 416 is achieved by gluing together respective forma-
tions 318 and 320, and 418 and 420.

[0028] Embodiments only of the invention have been
described. It will be apparent to the skilled addressee
that modifications, alternatives, and variants could be
made without departing from the scope of the invention.
For example packaging having two portions extending
from a base area have been described and illustrated.
However, other shapes could be employed, for example,
a single portion extending from the base area could be
used. The base area is illustrated as being circular, but
other shapes could be used, for example, square, or hex-
agonal shapes could be employed with equal merit. The
preferred material for manufacturing the packaging is
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cardboard, but other materials could be used, for exam-
ple PET or metal such as aluminium.

Claims

1. A food product packaging formed from a generally
planar sheet material (10), the packaging having a
food supporting area (12) for supporting the food
product and at least one handle portion (14) for ma-
nipulating in use said food supported on said area
(12), characterised in that in a first configuration,
the handle (14) is folded or foldable to extend over
said area (12) thereby to cover only a portion of said
food on said area (12) when said food is offered for
sale, and in that, in a second configuration, the han-
dle (14) is positionable to extend away from said ar-
ea, thereby providing a handle which allows said
food to be carried on said area (12).

2. Afood product packaging as claimed in claim 1 suit-
able for acting as a cooking tray during cooking, and
manufactured from heat resistant material or mate-
rials.

3. A food product packaging (10) formed or formable
from a heat resistant generally planar sheet material,
the packaging having a food supporting area (12) for
supporting said food product during oven cooking
and at least one handle (14) formed integrally from
the same sheet material, characterised in that in
a first configuration the handle is foldable to extend
over the supporting area (12) thereby to cover only
a portion of said food on said area (12) and in that,
in a second configuration, the handle (14) is posi-
tionable to extend away from said area, thereby pro-
viding a handle allowing carrying of the food support-
ed on the area (12).

4. A food product packaging according to any one of
the preceding claims, cut from one piece of the sheet
material.

5. A food product packaging as claimed in claim 4,
wherein the supporting area (12) includes a plurality
of apertures (336).

6. A food product packaging as claimed in claim 5
wherein, the outer periphery of the packaging as well
as the apertures in the packaging are cut at the same
time.

7. A food product packaging as claimed in any one of
the preceding claims, wherein said handle is bifur-
cated such that it is connected to said base in two
places by forked sections (22) of the handle (14).

8. A food product packaging as claimed in claim 7,
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wherein, when folded, the forked sections (22) of the
handle (14) are substantially perpendicular to said
area (12) and thereby act to inhibit sliding of said
food in a plane parallel to said area, and preferably
the remainder of the handle is folded to be substan-
tially parallel to said area, to inhibit lifting of said food
away from said base.

A food product packaging as claimed in any one of
the preceding claims, wherein the packaging in-
cludes a further portion (16) in a position generally
opposed to said handle portion (14), preferably hav-
ing the same or similar features to the handle portion
claimed in the preceding claims.

A food product packaging as claimed in claim 9,
wherein said handle portion and said further portion
include complementary formations (18, 20) which
engage to hold said two portions (14,16) substan-
tially in their folded positions.
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