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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a device for
protection and containment of water, for bases beneath
washbasins and sinks.

[0002] It is now commonplace to provide a base be-
neath sinks to contain accessories such as the waste
bin, or products to clean plates and crockery and/or the
sink itself. Sometimes, some foodstuffs are also kept in
this space. Even though the bottom of the sink is sealed,
it often happens that an amount of water ends up in these
spaces, thus attacking the veneer and occasionally even
rotting the wooden structures of the furniture unit.
[0003] Thisdisadvantageis normally avoided by laying
a smooth or embossed aluminium plate on the inner sur-
face of the bottom plane of the base beneath the sink.
The surface of the aluminium is passivated in contact
with the water, such that it is not damaged. However, a
plate of this type is normally rather expensive, and is
usually difficult to clean and dry, with the result that in
factthereis only limitation and not elimination of the dam-
age.

[0004] The above-described disadvantages are elim-
inated remarkably well by the present invention, which
relates to a device for protection and containment of wa-
ter, for bases beneath sinks and washbasins, consisting
of a substantially square or rectangular plate, which is in
the form of a tray with raised edges, characterised in
that one of the said edges has an edging which acts as
a fastener and/or grip.

[0005] The present invention will now be described in
greater detail with reference to the attached drawings,
whichillustrate preferred embodiments of it, and wherein:

- figure 1 is a perspective view of a device according
to an embodiment of the present invention;

- figure 2 is a perspective view, similar to figure 1, of
an alternative embodiment of the present invention;

- figure 3 is a perspective view of an optional compo-
nent for figure 2;

- figure 4 is a perspective view of another optional
component for figure 2; and

- figure 5 is the same optional component as in figure
4, but overturned.

[0006] The device according to the present invention
is in the form of a smooth tray 1 with a series of surface
ribs 2. The tray 1 has raised perimeter edges 3, 4, 5, 6.
The extent of this raising varies according to the edges.
Thus, the edges 3 and 5 will project by 0.2 to 4 cm, the
edge 4 by 1to4 cm, and the edge 6 by a decidedly greater
extent, having according to the invention an edging 7
which acts as a fastener and/or grip.

[0007] According to the embodiment represented in
figures 2 to 5, the presence of accessories is provided
for. On the tray 1, which is similar to the one represented
in figure 1, there is added an object-holder basket 8 (for
example for sponges, cutlery or other utensils). Prefera-
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bly, the bottom of this basket 8 has on its outer surface
a series of grooves 9, which can be engaged with the
ribs 2 of the tray 1, such as to engage with geometrical
connection. The basket 8 can also be kept in position by
a basket holder 10. Preferably, the device according to
the invention is made of plastic material, such as poly-
styrene, polyethylene, polypropylene, or ABS.

[0008] The device according to the invention can be
laid down on the inner bottom of the furniture unit beneath
the sink in normal kitchens, but also on that of a piece of
furniture which is present beneath a bathroom washba-
sin. According to the invention, the edging 7 can be ap-
plied to the edging which is present beneath the sink,
such as to secure the tray 1 with geometric connection
to the inner bottom of the furniture unit. The presence of
raised edges 3-6 ensures that water which leaks by any
means beneath the sink will gather, without wetting the
bottom or inner walls of the furniture unit beneath the sink
or washbasin, thus extending considerably the service
life of the furniture unit, which will not rot. The form of the
tray 1 which is smooth and has ribs 2 facilitates collection
of the water with a sponge or the like, with the result that
the service life of the furniture unit is extended further if
this operation is carried out in good time. In addition, the
fact that the water gathers on the tray 1 and the fact that
the latter is smooth makes it possible to reveal the pres-
ence of the water immediately, so that intervention is at
least possible far more quickly than in the case of the
conventional devices. The fact that the device is made
of plastic material makes it economical and durable.
[0009] In the case of the embodiment in figure 2, the
tray 1 is associated with accessories which are secured
to the bottom, by geometric connection between the ribs
2 and the grooves 9. This therefore prevents the basket
8 from slipping sideways, in such a way that any water
which is present may not be hidden because it is covered
by the basket 8.

[0010] As has been seen, the device according to the
presentinvention makes it possible to collect safely water
which infiltrates a furniture unit between a sink or wash-
basin, whilst also permitting neat and easy cleaning, and
thus prolonging significantly the service life of the furni-
ture unit.

Claims

1. Device for protection against and containment of wa-
ter, for bases beneath washbasins and sinks, con-
sisting of a substantially square or rectangular plate,
which is in the form of a tray (1) with raised edges
(3,4, 5, 6), characterised in that one (6) of the said
edges (3, 4, 5, 6) has an edging (7) which acts as a
fastener and/or grip.

2. Device according to claim 1, characterised in that
the surface of the said tray has a series of ribs (2).
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Device according to anyone of the preceding claims,
characterised in that it also comprises a basket (8).

Device according to claim 3, characterised in that

the surface of the said basket (8) which faces the 5
surface of the said tray (1) has a series of grooves

(9) which are apt to engage geometrically with the
said ribs (2).

Device according to any one of the preceding claims, 70
characterised in thatitis made of a plastic material.

Device according to claim 5, characterised in that
the said plastic material is selected from amongst
polyethylene, polystyrene, polypropylene, or ABS. 15
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Fig. 3
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Fig. 4
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Fig. 5
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