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(54) Handheld electronic device and keypad having tactile features

(57)  An improved handheld electronic device and
keypad include tactile features that help a user to identify
certain keys of the keypad. In the present exemplary em-
bodiment, the keypad includes keys in a predetermined
region that can be employed during a telephone opera-
tion. The keypad additionally includes other keys outside
the predetermined region. The keys in the predetermined
region include tactile features that enable the user to
identify and actuate the keys in the predetermined region
during a telephone operation with the user directing min-
imal visual attention to the handheld electronic device.
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