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(54) Apparatus for and method of making a package

(57) The invention provides an apparatus for closing
a package comprising a top-loaded carton having upper
sealing panels (30, 32). The apparatus comprises a
moveable holding means (114; 216a, 216b) for support-
ing and moving the package; at least two formers (110,
106a, 106b; 230a, 230b) and a cover flap (35) closing
mechanism. The moveable holding means (114; 216a,
216b) being deployable to position the package between
the at least two formers (110, 106a, 106b; 230a, 230b)

and the package and at least two formers being moveable
relative to one another to manipulate the upper sealing
panels (30, 32) from an open position wherein the upper
sealing panels (30, 32) are spaced apart to a sealed po-
sition wherein the upper sealing panels (30, 32) are in a
contacting position. The closing mechanism operable to
secure the package in said sealed position thereby to
complete the formation of the package and the holding
means being of sufficient height to provide support to a
flexible container held within the package.
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