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(54)

(57)  Theinvention provides an apparatus for closing
a package comprising a top-loaded carton having upper
sealing panels (30, 32). The apparatus comprises a
moveable holding means (114; 216a, 216b) for support-
ing and moving the package; at least two formers (110,
106a, 106b; 230a, 230b) and a cover flap (35) closing
mechanism. The moveable holding means (114; 216a,
216b) being deployable to position the package between
the at least two formers (110, 106a, 106b; 230a, 230b)

FIGURE 16

Apparatus for and method of making a package

andthe package and atleast two formers being moveable
relative to one another to manipulate the upper sealing
panels (30, 32) from an open position wherein the upper
sealing panels (30, 32) are spaced apart to a sealed po-
sition wherein the upper sealing panels (30, 32) are in a
contacting position. The closing mechanism operable to
secure the package in said sealed position thereby to
complete the formation of the package and the holding
means being of sufficient height to provide support to a
flexible container held within the package.
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing claims for which payment was due.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those claims for which no payment was due and for those claims for which
claims fees have been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for those claims for which ho payment was due.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

[

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

[

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

[

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

see annex

D The present supplementary European search report has been drawn up for those parts
of the European patent application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the
claims (Rule 164 (1) EPC).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, 13, 14 and 15

The two static guides, in combination with holding means
that convey the package therethrough, defined in claims 5, 9
and 10 is the special technical feature of the first
invention. The effect is that the packages can be processed
continuously (see page 15, Tines 14-15 and 18-20 of the
description). Thus the first invention relates to the
problem of increased speed.

2. claims: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6-8, 11-12, 13, 14 and 15

The two moveable formers, in combination with the stationary
package, defined in claims 6-8 is the special technical
feature of the second invention. The effect is that better
alignment can be achieved (see page 15, lines 15-18 of the
description). Thus the second invention relates to the
problem of quality.

[Claims 11-12 relate to a specific embodiment of the closing
mechanism, namely one comprising a pivotal portion. Such a
closing mechanism has only been disclosed in combination
with the stationary package of the second invention. Since
there is no basis in the description (Article 84 EPC) for a
pivotable flap closing mechanism in combination with
stationary guides, claims 11 and 12 cannot depend on claims
5, 9 and 10 of the first invention.]
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This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

23-10-2009
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication

cited in search report date member(s) date

US 4063403 A 20-12-1977  NONE

US 3483803 A 16-12-1969 DE 1802192 Al 19-06-1969
DK 139189 B 08-01-1979
GB 1174363 A 17-12-1969
JP 49019435 B 17-05-1974

GB 549632 A 30-11-1942  NONE

US 4236368 A 02-12-1980  NONE

US 3313089 A 11-04-1967  NONE

US 6216943 B1 17-04-2001 US 2001025877 Al 04-10-2001

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82
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