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(57)  Top (10), even large size, made by coupling at
least two slabs, one slab (11) made of steel with an ir-
regular shape and one slab (12) made of another known

Method to make a work top and top thus made

material. The coupling is flush and occurs through de-
pression with the at least partial overlapping of the slab
(11) in correspondence with the supporting perimeter
(14) of the slab (12).
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Description
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention concerns the method to
make a work top and a top thus made, of large size, made
by the flush coupling through depression of at least two
slabs, one of which is made of steel.

[0002] In particular, the present invention is applied in
rooms such as kitchens, bathrooms or other areas.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] A plurality of work tops are known, such as
those for cooking, of various sizes, which provide the
coupling of two or more slabs.

[0004] The slabs are coupled, also flush, with a plural-
ity of coupling systems, both fixed and removable, both
with adhesives, coupling means, for example screws or
hooks, and with said coupling systems in combination
with each other.

[0005] At least one of the slabs has at least a hole
suitable to accommodate one or more second slabs hav-
ing sink sections and/or cooker sections having different
depths.

[0006] When the slab, of large size and with an irreg-
ular shape with sink and/or cooker section, is made of
steel and is coupled with a slab, with a hole, made of a
common material such as wood, plastic polymers, lami-
nated plastics etc., the different structural capacity of the
materials coupled and their different torsion makes flush
coupling impossible, or is only possible with particularly
difficult, costly and imprecise assembly systems, and
even where it is possible the structure loses the solidity
it needs for use.

[0007] To overcome this problem the state of the art
has some solutions - such as using some very resistant
glues, affixing cross-pieces inside the hole in proximity
with the sink and/or cooker section, using moldable rub-
ber and tension brackets - which, however, are not sat-
isfactory inasmuch as they are not suitable for the stress-
es typical, for example, of a cooking top or work top and
in any case are not suitable to keep the slabs coupled
flush because of the presence of alarge hole with respect
to the surface of the top.

[0008] A further disadvantage of known solutions is
that if the two or more slabs are coupled flush before they
are installed and must therefore be subsequently packed
and dispatched, there is a greater risk of breakage be-
cause the play between the materials of which the two
or more slabs are made have different resistances which
are not absorbed by the coupling systems used.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
[0009] The present invention is set forth and charac-

terized in the independent claim, while the dependent
claims describe other characteristics of the invention or
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variants to the main inventive idea.

[0010] Purpose of the present invention is to make a
top, for example a cooking top, or work top, even of a
large size, consisting of two or more slabs, a first slab
made of steel and a second slab made of another known
material, which are coupled flush through depression,
which have a sure grip irrespective of the shape, regular
or irregular, of the first steel slab.

[0011] The coupling of the present invention allows to
obviate the different torsions and resistances of the ma-
terials used and coupled, thus allowing a more wide-
spread use of the tops described and made in this way.
[0012] A further purpose of the present invention is to
make a top which can be subjected to different stresses
without these causing breakages and/or lack of uniform-
ity in the coupling, above all guaranteeing that said cou-
pling remains flush.

[0013] A further purpose of the present invention is to
make a top which can be assembled easily even in the
place where it will be used inasmuch as the particular
conformation of the second slab and the system which
guarantees coupling with the first slab, as well as reduc-
ing and eliminating the risks of breakage and of imperfect
flush coupling, is easy and does not use coupling means
that cause breakages or bending of one or both the ma-
terials with which the slabs are made.

[0014] The possibility of assembling the slabs in the
place where they will be used also makes it easier to
transport them, simplifies the packing and reduces the
risks of breakages.

[0015] A further purpose is to perfect a coupling meth-
od which allows to make a top of a large size with flush
coupling of one or more slabs through depression which
provides:

i) the preparation in the second slab of a supporting
perimeter, or depression zone - substantially equal
to the irregular shape of the first slab -provided all
around the hole or holes, able to accommodate the
corresponding sections present in the first slab;

ii) said supporting perimeter having a height lower
than that of the second slab, but equal to that of the
first slab;

iii) the first slab is coupled to the second slab, over-
lapping said first slab over said second slab in cor-
respondence with the supporting perimeter and the
coupling is guaranteed by the depression which
forms there;

iv) the coupling can also be guaranteed by the pres-
ence on at least a part of the supporting perimeter
of a packing - of a known type -, even a dry packing,
which can cooperate, or not, with bubbles of glue -
of a known type - distributed for the purpose;

v) in the supporting perimeter, an external channel
can be provided, or for part of the perimeter, able to
promote the depression necessary for the coupling
between the first and second slab. Said external
channel can cooperate, or not, with the packing
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and/or the glue.

[0016] The Applicant has devised, tested and embod-
ied the present invention to overcome the shortcomings
of the state of the art and to obtain these and other pur-
poses and advantages.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0017] These and other characteristics of the present
invention will become apparent from the following de-
scription of a preferential form of embodiment, given as
a non-restrictive example with reference to the attached
drawings wherein:

- fig. 1 shows a view from above of the cooking or
working top according to the present invention;

- fig. 2 shows another view from above of said top with
two sections according to the present invention;

- fig. 3 shows a section of the second slab of said top
according to the present invention;

- fig. 4 shows a section of said top according to the
presentinvention with firstand second slabs coupled
with each other;

- fig. 5 shows a second section of said top according
to the present invention with first and second slabs
coupled with each other.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERENTIAL
FORM OF EMBODIMENT

[0018] With reference to fig. 1 and fig. 2, a view can
be seen from above of a top 10, for example a cooking
top or a work top according to the present invention, even
of a large size, where the second slab 12, made of a
known material, accommodates the first slab 11 made
of steel, of an irregular shape. In fig. 1 said top 10 does
not have the sections in said first slab 11, while fig. 2
illustrates a top 10 which provides in said slab 11 two
sections 13a, 13b.

[0019] Said sections 13 define washing compart-
ments, sinks, a seating for the gas/electricity rings, a sep-
aration chamber etc., which have a different depth than
that of the slab 11,and also, they can have a different
depth from each other.

[0020] The coupling between slab 11 and slab 12 is
made through depression and is flush, in the sense that
when coupling has been completed there is no substan-
tial discontinuity in heights on the surface, on the oper-
ative side, between slab 11 and slab 12, and that said
coupling allows to obtain a substantial continuity of line
between slab 11 and slab 12 on the surface, on the op-
erative side.

[0021] Slab 11 rests on the supporting perimeter 14,
also called depression zone. Said supporting perimeter
14 which has a lower height than the height of the slab
12, but substantially equal to that of the slab 11, is made
by removal of material, or other known technique, from
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said slab 12.

[0022] Figs. 3 and 4 show a section of the top 10 in
which slab 12 is represented and the edge or thickness
19, in which the supporting perimeter 14 where the steel
slab 11 is to be coupled, and also a hole 15 able to ac-
commodate the sections 13 provided in said slab 11. Said
hole 15 is provided to accommodate the different depth,
or the different depths, of the sections 13 with respect to
that of the slab 11 thus promoting the exact flush coupling
through depression of said slab 11 onto said slab 12.
[0023] The same flush coupling through depression is
guaranteed whether all the sections 13 present in the
slab 11 are accommodated in one single hole 15 of suit-
able size, orin several holes 13 which are also of suitable
size.

[0024] Finally, fig. 5 shows a section of the coupling,
flush and through depression, of the slabs 11, 12, where
the use of a packing 17 is provided and/or a bubble of
polymeric glue 16 and a perimeter channel 18 able to
promote the depression at the act of coupling between
the two slabs 11, 12.

[0025] The packing 17, the polymeric glue 16 and the
channel 18 can be applied on the whole of the supporting
perimeter 14 or only on one part, just as they can be
applied in a cumulative way with respect to each other,
or in an independent way.

[0026] It is clear that modifications and/or additions of
parts may be made to the present invention as described
heretofore, without departing from the field and scope of
the present invention.

[0027] Itis also clear that, although the present inven-
tion has been described with reference to some specific
examples, a person of skill in the art shall certainly be
able to achieve many other equivalent forms, having the
characteristics as set forth in the claims and hence all
coming within the field of protection defined thereby.

Claims

1. Top (10), even large size, made by coupling at least
two slabs, one slab (11) made of steel with an irreg-
ular shape and one slab (12) made of another known
material, characterized in that said coupling is flush
and occurs through depression with the at least par-
tial overlapping of the slab (11) in correspondence
with the supporting perimeter (14) of the slab (12).

2. Top (10) as in claim 1, characterized in that said
slab (12) has one or more holes (15) able to accom-
modate corresponding sections (13) present in said
slab (11).

3. Top (10) as in claim 1 or 2, characterized in that
said supporting perimeter (14) is provided substan-

tially all around the hole or holes (15).

4. Top (10) as in claim 1, characterized in that said
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supporting perimeter (14) has a height less than the
height of the slab (12) but substantially equal to that
of the slab (11).

Top (10) as in claim 1, characterized in that said 5
supporting perimeter (14) has a channel (18) at least
partly in its surface.

Top (10) as in claim 1, characterized in that said
supporting perimeter (14) has a packing (17) atleast 70
partly in its surface.

Top (10) as in claim 1, characterized in that said
supporting perimeter (14) has a glue (16) at least
partly in its surface. 15

Coupling method that allows to make atop (10), even
large size, characterized in that:

i) said coupling is flush and due to depression 20
of the slab (11) in correspondence with the sup-
porting perimeter (14) of the slab (12), said sup-
porting perimeter (14) - substantially equal to
theirregular shape of thefirst slab (11) - provided

all around the hole or holes (15) present in said 25
slab (12) able to accommodate the correspond-

ing sections (13) present in said slab (11);

ii) said supporting perimeter (14) having a height

less than the slab (12), but equal to that of the
slab (11); 30
iii) the slab (11) is coupled with the slab (12) by
superimposing it in correspondence with the
supporting perimeter (14) and coupling is guar-
anteed by the depression that is formed there;

iv) coupling can also be guaranteed by the pres- 35
ence on at least part of the surface of the sup-
porting perimeter (14) of a packing (17) - of a
known type - which may or may not cooperate

with glue (16) - of a known type - distributed for

this purpose; 40
v) in the supporting perimeter (14), a perimeter
channel (18) may be provided, or for part of said
perimeter, able to promote the depression nec-
essary for the coupling of the slabs (11, 12), said
perimeter channel (18) may or may not cooper- 45
ate with the packing (17) and/or the glue (16).
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