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(54) Vacuum Sheet Feeder

(57) A vacuum feeding mechanism for a document
handling apparatus, the feeding mechanism comprising:
an adjustable pick (5) for separating a stack of documents
(1) from a downstream transport system; a rotatable
wheel (3) connected to a vacuum port and operable to
pull a document (1) by suction from the top of the stack
toward the wheel (3) and move the document over the

pick (5) to the downstream transport system; the wheel
(3) and the pick (5) being separated by a clearance dis-
tance; means for determining adjustment coordinates in
dependence upon characteristics of a document (1) in
the stack; wherein the position of the pick (5) is automat-
ically adjustable in two independent dimensions in de-
pendence upon said adjustment coordinates.
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