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(54) Painting apparatus

(57)  Anapparatus comprises at least a painting roller
(2, 102), rotating around a rotation axis (R, R’) and pro-
vided with a side wall (3, 103) suitable for contacting a
portion to be painted (50a, 50b) of an element (50) for

applying to said portion to be painted (50a, 50b) a liquid
solution, in particular paint, said side wall (3, 103) com-
prising atleast a portion having a conical shape, arranged
for contacting said portion to be painted (50a).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-9

An apparatus wherein a painting roller is movable along a
first direction, between an operating position, in which
said side wall is in contact with said portion to be
painted, and an excluding position, in which said painting
roller is disengaged and spaced apart from said portion to
be painted.

The problem solved by this feature is to be able to remove
the painting roller from the operation zone.

2. claim: 10

Apparatus, wherein said painting roller is rotated around
said rotation axis by motor means at a speed that is such
that a peripheral speed of said side wall is less than a
moving speed of said element along a moving direction by a
defined value.

The problem solved by this feature is to ensure better
distribution of the paint (see page 18, line 31- page 19,
line 1 of the application: The element to be painted tends
to drag the painting rollers which roll thereupon, thus
ensuring better distribution of the paint).

3. claims: 11-17

Apparatus wherein a side wall is provided with at least a
peripheral groove suitable for receiving and retaining said
liquid solution.

The problem solved by this feature is to find a way of
receiving and retaining said liquid solution, preventing
undesired accumulations thereof on the side wall (see page
6, lines 16-32 of the application).

4. claims: 18, 19

Apparatus comprising at least a rotating painting roller and
an applying element arranged for contacting said painting
roller and transferring thereupon said Tiquid solution,
reservoir means containing said liquid solution, provided
with an inlet and an outlet to enable said Tiquid solution
to circulate and arranged for housing a portion of said
applying element, wherein said reservoir means comprises a
first chamber, bearing said inlet and said outlet, and a
second chamber, connected to said first chamber and arranged
for housing said portion of said applying element, said
chambers being separated at least partially by a baffle.

The problem solved by this feature can be said to be to
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

provide a painting apparatus that enables an applying
element to be used to be inserted partially into the
reservoir means to draw paint, without having to cut and
shape an end of the applying element (see page 7, lines 2-24
of the application).
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