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(54) Particle beam system with anti-contamination shield

(57) A particle beam system is offered which can pre-
vent contamination of the inside of the objective lens
(205d) that is a component important for the performance
even if a film (50) holding a specimen (10) is damaged,
the objective lens (205d) being located at the front end
of the optical column (200). If any parts in the column
(200) are contaminated, they can be easily removed. The
particle beam system has an optical column (200)
equipped with a particle beam source (260) for emitting
a particle beam (270) and a beam passage pipe (206)

through which the beam (270) passes. The system fur-
ther includes a vacuum chamber (201) connected with
the front end portion of the column (200). The beam (270)
passed through the pipe (206) is released from the front
end of the column (200). A tubular member (700) is de-
tachably disposed inside the beam passage pipe (206)
located at the front-end side of the column (200). The
beam (270) released from the column (200) is made to
impinge on the specimen (10).
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